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TALKING POLLS AND BEYOND

'From Hasina and Khaleda's speeches it seems they will try to correct themselves'
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What will happen if the names of
corrupt suspects come from the
grassroots?

The end result would depend on
the voters, Voters in our country
cast their vote seeing the party
symbol. The expectation that
people will notvote for those facing
corruption allegations was shat-
tered by the local government
election results. The voting behav-

beyond criminalisation and vio-
lencein politics?
We'll see. People have already said
in different interviews that they do
not want the corrupt people lead-
ing them any more and take us
back to previous situation. It shows
people lost their trust in political
parties and supported this
unelected government.

If there is public support for a

can at least introduce democratic
practice inside their parties. From
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia's
speeches, it seems to me that they
will try to correct themselves. |
don't think they'll act totally like
before. It can be seen when they
begin election campaign.
Evaluate the anti-corruption
drive.

[won'tsayit has totally failed. It has
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20% of the learners are able to
read, write and tackle math with
any confidence on completion of
their primary cycle; and that the
drop-out rate could be as high as
47%. I'm inclined to believe that
the latter may not be as bad as
that.

One argument, frequently
favoured by the decision makers
and the donors, is that it is
because children drop out that
they do not learn. The converse,
that it is because children do not
learn and get bored, and often
intimidated, sitting in the class-
room doing little, that they drop
out, is not seen by authorities as a
convincing argument.

The first argument presupposes
that the key elements of learning,
Le., curriculum, trained teachers,
learning materials, learning envi-
ronment, teaching learning in the
classroom, assessment and super-
vision are all in place. Therefore,
completion would in itself lead to
acquisition of the defined compe-
tencies.

Consequently, packages of
incentives are thrown in to attract
children of primary age group to
stay on and complete school. This
iIs similar to the argument
advanced in the '90s, that as long
as there was a school in the neigh-
bourhood and children enrolled,
theywould learn.

The reason the second argu-
ment is not addressed may have a
lot to do with not understanding
quality, or not being able to distin-
guish it from rote learning.

Quality is all about learning.
Learning is, in fact, the rationale
for attending school. Enrolment,
equity, attendance, drop-out and

completion are meaningful only

in the context of learning. If chil-
dren do not learn, all these activi-
ties will be wasteful.

Learning, however, has little to
do with rote learning. Learning

is best captured by what the
learner knows and is able to do as
opposed to what s/he can recall
from memory.

Learning takes place, for the
most part, in the classroom. Partly
because of this and partly because
this is where PEDP II has stum-
bled, let us focus on some aspects
of the learning environment and
teaching learning in the class-
room.

Teaching learning in the

classroom

The frequently used concept
“child-centred” basically means
organising the classroom around
the key characteristics of children.
For example, children learn by
talking to and sharing experiences
with one another, they cannot
concentrate for long on any one
thing, each child is unique in
her/his aptitude, interest and
abilities, and children like being
appreciated and acknowledged.

It makes more sense, therefore,
to let children sit across or around
a table so that they can interact
with one another, and to have a
wide selection of activities --
ensuring that each activity is
linked to acquisition of one or
more of the competencies -- creat-
ing the opportunity for each
learner to engage her/himself
actively in her/his choice of activi-
ties every minute,

Typical activities would include
reading in "Book Corner;" playing
with number cards and blocks,
shapes and sizes, weights and
measures, and money in the
"Math Corner;" working with
earth, water, seeds, or insects, or
magnet, wires and cables and
bulbs and batteries in a “Sci-
ence/Project Corner,” alongwith a
"Play/Home Corner.”

[t is meaningful to create the
opportunity for children to dis-
play their drawings, creative writ-
ings and projects on display

intimidated, and eventually drop
out.

Teacher training

A teacher has to put an active
learning environment in place,
facilitate activities ensuring that
each learner was actively engaged
every minute, and create an
opportunity forlearners to work in
small and large groups as well as
individually. This means that the
teachers have to be trained hands-
on in classrooms that meet stan-
dards of active teaching and learn-
ing fully.

While the teachers in the main-
stream government primary
schools are required to have a
Certificate in Education (C-in-
Ed), the one year course includes
some teaching practice in a so-
called "demonstration school”
attached to each PTI. We say "so-
called” because these schools are
in no way different from conven-
tional schools.

Secondly, the instructors them-
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the early readers, it is difficult to
see how these would help achieve
the competencies defined in the
curriculum. Let's take, for exam-
ple, the Bangla textbooks. They are
seen as the key material for lan-
guage development.

In language development, the
key competencies are the ability to
read fluently with comprehension
and enjoyment, and the ability to
express oneself and communicate
in writing, Only if a learner
enjoyed reading would s/he want
to read more. The purpose of
textbooks, therefore, must be to
help children acquire reading skill
and to enjoy reading,

Children learn in a context,
They enjoy reading storybooks
with colourful, interesting, and
often self-explanatory illustra-
tions because these create a con-
text. Having to learn the alpha-
bets, spelling, and the formation
of the conjunctive words is neither
meaningful nor enjoyable. These

exploring the world beyond.
Fourth, books must be made
available in the classroom so that
they canread as often as theylike.

Lastly, books for the early read-
ers need to be free from messages,
allowing them to enjoy reading
without being influenced in any
way. There is a time for everything,
and awareness of nationalism and
religious values can wait until
children are ready to appreciate
them.

PEDP II, incidentally, has pub-
lished a series of 18 supplemen-
tary reading materials out of a
total of 60 planned. The books
include instructions on the inside
back cover' which sadly aims to
protect the books from the grips of
children! As for textbooks, a break-
through seems to have been
achieved by the "Hard to Reach”
curriculum team in the past two
years.

Dr. Mahmood Hasan is an educator with spedial
interest in primary education

tions was used in watered-down
milk to mask protein deficient
dairy and pass quality tests.

Toxic poisoning is killing the
human race. No, this is not an
anthropological account of
what's to come; it's a black and
white reality of life today! Our
concrete encased lives are void of
nature and its purity. Instead
smog, soot, toxins and artificial,
synthesised products of every
kind are engulfing us.

The global food crisis has been
fuelled by the state of the econ-
omy, fuel crisis, production costs,
and adulterated agricultural
means, as well as fading land
masses, all of which are bearing
the brunt of pollution. The latest
in this toxic crisis is melamine
traces in milk! China is at the core
ofthe crisis.

Melamine is a nitrogen-based
industrial product that is com-
bined with formaldehyde and
urea to produce melamine resin,
which is a durable synthetic
polymer that is heat or fire resis-
tant. Melamine resin is also used
in whiteboards, floor tiles, kitch-
enware, fire resistant fabrics,
commercial filters and formica,
as well as melamine foam, poly-
meric cleaning products and
fertiliserin some parts of Asia.

Melamine can be easily
moulded while warm, then it sets
into a fixed form. Thus, itis suit-
able for industrial products, but
is difficult to recycle. In other
words, melamine has many uses
in industry, but is clearly detri-
mental ifused in foodstuff.

Melamine consumption leads
to kidney stones and painful
renal complications leading to
kidney failure, particularly in
children aged two or younger.
Many experts in Asia even advise
against the use of melamine
dishware, as small amounts of
melamine may be transferred
from dish to food.

banned import of powdered milk,
baby formula, ice-cream,
yoghurt, chocolates and so forth,
from China.

International supermarket
giant Tesco, for instance, pulled
White Rabbit Creamy Candies
(found to contain high levels of
melamine) from its outlets world-
wide. The European Union also
banned imports of Chinese dairy
products, while in Asia-Pacific
Cadbury chocolates were
recalled after melamine was
detected in the batches produced
in China and distributed in
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Australia.

Britain recalled 11 Cadbury
brand products made at the
company's Beijing based factory,
which produces 0.5% of
Cadbury's global production.

Twenty-two individuals sus-
pected of introducing melamine
into the supply chain were
arrested in Hebei province, where
more than 485 pounds of mela-
mine were seized. Of the individ-
uals arrested, seventeen were
managers of pastures, breeding
farms and milk purchasing sta-
tions.

The industrial chemical,
according to investigations, was
produced in underground plants
and then sold to breeding farms
and milk purchasing stations.
Milk suppliers, according to
authorities, added melamine,
which is high in nitrogen, to
watered-down milk to deceive
quality tests, since nitrogen
makes products appear to have
higher protein content, thus
masking protein deficient prod-
ucts.

The Sanlu Group (headquar-
tered in Shijiazhuang, the capital
of Hebei) has been identified as
the source of contaminated pow-
der milk. Moreover individuals
arrested in Hebei claimed to be
producing “protein powder" (a

curb the world's outrage over
tainted milk products.

Many parents in China's one
child per family government
policy have crossed the border to
Hong Kong to purchase dairy
based baby food. Meanwhile, the
ever "business minded” China
has turned wet-nursing into a
profitable enterprise, where
mothers from poor families (for a
price) feed rich babies.

The head of China's quality
watchdog, L1 Changjiang,
resigned in the wake of the
tainted milk products fiasco.
China's food quality watchdog
revealed finding melamine in
products made by Mengniu Dairy
Co, the Inner Mongolia Yili
Industrial Group and the Bright
Group.

Meanwhile, more Chinese
made dairy product imports have
been recalled/banned because
they contained melamine. They
are: Unilever's Lipton-brand milk
tea powder (from Hong Kong and
Macau), walnut and coconut
cakes (from Hong Kong), Koala
brand cookies (from the
Netherlands), Nabisco Ritz
cracker cheese sandwiches and
rice crackers (from Korea),
among others.

This melamine tainted dairy
scandal, which follows last year's
debacle over contaminated sea-
food, toothpaste and tainted pet
food, has stirred doubts and
questions over the credibility of
the "Made in China" label once
again.

Many attribute the problem
not just to a few corrupt offi-
cials/businesses but rather to
China’'s quick transformation
from being a communist style
economy to an unrestricted
participant in market economy,
eager to etch a solid economic
presence in the world; an image
now tainted with infamy.

term coined for melamine
tainted milk) singe last year,

Since the scandal broke, 54,000
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