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People cheer as Democratic presidential nominee US Sen Barack Obama (D-IL) speaks during a campaign rally at
Canton Civic Centre on Monday in Canton, Ohio. Obama continues to campaign with less than a week before the

election on November4.

Peace talks in doubt as
Israel prepares for polls

A.FP. Jerusalem

Israeli political parties yesterday

launched talks to setadate forsnap
elections to replace scandal-
plagued Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert, with the Middle East peace
process atastandstill.

Both Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni's centrist Kadima party and
the right-wing Likud party of hawk-
ish former premier Benjamin
Netanyahu, the two frontrunners
in the coming vote, favour holding
elections assoon as possible.

Senior Kadima MP Tzachi
Hanegbi told military radio that
February 3 would be a "good date”

while the head of Likud's parlia-
mentary bloc Gideon Saar said
elections should be held "as soon
as possible to minimise the interim
period.”

President Shimon Peres for-
mally initated the process of hold-
ing new elections on Monday after
Livni, who last month was elected
to succeed Olmert at the head of
Kadima, failed to assemble a coali-
tiontoreplace him.

MPs now have three weeks to
agree on a date for the election,
after which parliament will be
automatically dissolved and a vote
held three months laterin February
2009.

A poll released Monday by
Israel's mass-selling Yediot
Aharonot newspaper said if the
vote were held today Kadima
would win the most seats with the
Likud coming in second place and
the centre-left Labour coming in a
distant third.

Meanwhile two Israeli ministers
called for a freeze on already stalled
talks with Syria and the
Palestinians until a new govern-
mentis swornin.

"(Negotiations) cannot advance
during the election period with us
and the United States," said
Interior Minister and Kadima MP
Meir Sheetrit.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Raid into Syr
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AP, Baghdad

The deadly US raid into Syria
may complicate efforts to win
approval for a new US-Iraqi secu-
rity deal by drawing attention to a
fact many Iraqis detest that they
can't control everything American
forces mightdo.

Syrian officials say US troops
and helicopters launched the raid
Sundayinside Syrian territory close
to the Iragi border, killing eight
people.

The US command in Baghdad
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would not comment, but a US
military official said American
special forces targeted the network
that smuggles fighters and weap-
ons into Iraq. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity because
the raid was classified.

In a sign of how sensitive such
attacks can be for Iraq's govern-
ment, Syria summoned the top
I[ragi diplomat in Damascus and
demanded that Iraq "shoulder its
responsibilities” and prevent the
use of Iraqi territory "for aggression
againsto>yria
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ia complicates

That strikes at the heart of Iraqi
criticism over the security agree-
ment that Iragis cannot take con-
trol of their own country so long as
big US military forces remain on
their soil.

The raid could also encourage
Syria and Iran to step up pres-
sure on Iraqi lawmakers to reject
the deal. Parliament must
approve the measure before the
UN mandate expires Dec. 31,
and Iragi Shia lawmakers have
expressed doubts the current
version would pass.
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AFP, Washington

Some nine million US Hispanics
are eligible to vote in the November
4 presidential election and both
Democrat Barack Obama and
Republican John McCain are pull-
ing out all the stops to gain their
support.

Both campaigns have tried to
forge a closer relationship with the
country's largest minority group,
especially in the Key swing states of
Florida, Nevada, Colorado and
New Mexico -- places were the
outcome could be determined.

Nationally, Latino support for
the Republicans reached some 44
percent when President George W,
Bush ran for re-election in 2004,
when some 7.6 million Hispanics
were eligible to vote.

Today only 23 percent of
Hispanics support McCain, while
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two-thirds support Obama,
according to a recent Pew Hispanic
Centre study.

Party loyalty in the swing states
howeveris notalways clear,

“There are many Latino voters
in these states," Jorge Mursulli,
director of the advocacy group
Democracia USA, told AFP. "What's
more, one cannot firmly place
these states in either the
Republican or Democratic col-
umn."

Mursulli, who leads one of the
largest voter registration drives in
the country, said the Hispanic popu-
lation has grown significantly over
the pastyearsin those fourstates,

In Florida, where both cam-
paigns are spending heavily, polls
show that Hispanic voters "will be
very divided," Mursullisaid.

Attitudes towards Cuba are
expected to swing some voters.

PHOTO: AFP
A group of Sri Lankan activists burn an effigy of the rebel Tamil Tiger leader
Velupillai Prabakaran in Colombo yesterday. The demonstrators urged
neighbouring India to stay away from meddling in the government's military

-

drive to crushthe Tamil Tiger rebels.

------------

Obama, McCain battle to
attract Hispanic voters

Jorge Mas, the head of the
fiercely anti-Castro Cuban
American National Foundation
(CANF) wrote a recent Washington
Post opinion piece in which he
described current US policy
towards Cuba as "at best static and
atworst counterproductive.”

Obama's "forward-looking and
proactive approach toward
empowering the Cuban people is
more in line" with proposals that
he outlined “than John McCain's
vow to continue the Bush adminis-
tration s policy.”

But like other voters, Hispanics
are primarily concerned about the
country's troubled economy,
health care and education.

“That does not mean that peo-
ple are no longer concerned about
thewarinIraq," Mursulli said. "The
issue of the war remains very high
on the listof Latino priorities.”

in Lanka

AP, Colombo

Government forces and Tamil Tiger
separatists fought pitched battles
in the rain and mud in a ring of
villages outside the rebel adminis-
trative capital in northern Sri
Lanka, the military said yesterday.

"Heavy clashes" broke out
throughout the day Monday in the
village of Pallawarayankatu near
rebel headquarters in Kilinochchi,
the military said in a statement.
Separate fighting erupted in the
villages of Akkrayankulam and
Kokkavil.

The military did not provide
casualty details in line with a new
government policy, but said troops
inflicted "heavy losses” on the
rebels.

Fighting also broke out Monday
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- Alaska Republican
- Senator found
- guilty of corruption

- AFP, Washington

- Veteran Republican lawmaker Ted
. Stevens was convicted Monday of

. corruption charges, putting his

Immigration, however, "is the

issue that sets Hispanics apart from -

th t f the | liﬂn," p
e rest o € popula + the all-important political thresh.

- old of 60 seats in the chamber.

Mursulli said.
Immigration was debated

during the primaries, but is so - :
controversial it has been largely : Stevens of Alaska, the longest

ignored by both candidates during . some 40 years in the Senate,
1 . ..+ ofcorruption one week before he js
Proposals to introduce immi- - up for reelection in the narrowly-

ported by McCain, were defeatedin - divided US Senate.

the US Congress in 2006 and 2007 - seven counts of making false state.

. ments on mandatory financial disclo-
. sure forms he filed between 1999 and

. 2006, a court source told AFP.
failed, polls show Hispanics :

increasingly supporting the .

Democrats. The move coincides - geems vulnerable: Democrats are

. banking on big gains in the Senate
‘ in the November 4 election, where
. five or six Republican seats In the
federal authorities since December . E

- change hands.

the general election campaign.

gration reform, both times sup-

in the face of opposition from
conservative Republicans.
Since the reform proposal

with an increase in high-profile
roundups of undocumented work-
ers, with thousands arrested by

2006.

Heavy tighting on
northern fronts

Four ex-rebels killed

military said.

The government has vowed to
destroy the rebel group by the end
of the year and has pushed deep
into the rebels’ de facto state in the
north in recent months. Several
weeks ago, the military said it was
just outside Kilinochchi and was
poised to seize the town from the
rebels.

Meanwhile, police said uniden-
tified gunmen fatally shot four
members of a pro-government
militia in the volatile east Monday
night.

The shooting took place at a
political office of the Tamil Makkal
Viduthalai Pulikal near the town of
Batticaloa, said police spokesman
Ranjith Gunasekara.

The militia broke away from the
Tamil Tigers and has formed an

in ‘nearby Mullativid @istrict, thé' " allidncé withthe governmeént.” ¥ * °

. once-secure US Senate seat i

jeopardy and improving
Democrats’ chances o reaching

A US court on Monday found

serving Republican senator with
Stevens, 84, was convicted on all

The Alaska senate seat, long
considered safely Republican, now

100 strong-chamber are likely 10

Musharraf to face
‘consequences’

if he destabilises
govt: PPP leader

P11, Islamabad

Former president Pervez
Musharraf will have to face "dire
consequences” if he hatches any
plan to destabilise Pakistan's new
democratic government, a senior
leader of the ruling Pakistan
People's Party has said.

Raza Rabbani, the Leader of the
House in the Senate or upper House
of Parliament, also warned
Musharraf that if he planned to enter
the political arena, he should be
prepared to face the consequences of
“constitutional and human rights
crimes” committed by him.

Speaking in the Senate yester-
day during a debate, Rabbani said
there was speculation that some
elements were striving to rehabili-
tate Musharrafpolitically.

“The decision given by the
people of Pakistan (during he
general elecion) on February 18
was not against the PML-Q but the

Soldiers, UN retreat as
rebels advance
in DR Congo

AP, Kilimanyoka

Congo rebels closed in relentlessly
on the provincial capital of Goma
on Tuesday, despite being attacked
by UN peacekeepers in helicopters.
Government troops scrambled
south in a full-scale retreat, fleeing
in tanks, trucks and on foot.

Adding to the melee, tens of
thousands of civilians jammed the
roads, fearing the rebel army that
has a reputation for brutality. Many
were carrying huge bundles of
clothes, pots and bedding on their
heads and swaddled infants on

. their chests. Even young children

balanced sacks of food on their
heads, walking along rutted roads
in bare feet.

Thousands spent the night
sleeping on the muddy ground,
with no protection from tropical
showers.

Peacekeepers in attack helicop-
ters fired at the rebels Monday
trying to stop them taking Kibumba,
a village on the main road 30 miles
(48 kilometers) north of Goma. But
fleeing civilians say the fighters
overran Kibumba anyway.

On Tuesday, a UN helicopter
gunship patrolled the sky at
Kilimanyoka, seven miles (12
kilometers) north of Goma. Rebel
spokesman Bertrand Bisimwa said
he expected the helicopters to soon
attack their front line, which he
said is within 20 kilometers (12
miles) of Goma.

policies of President z
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Nepali PM vows to
integrate ex-rebels

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoist prime minister
pledged on Tuesday to rehabilitate
19,000 former rebel fighters con-
fined to UN-monitored camps
sincea 2006 peace deal.

After waging a bloody civil war
for a decade, the Maoists gained
power in landmark polls in April

and threw out the monarchy.
"A special committee has been
established to reintegrate and

rehabilitate the Maoist army,” |

Prachanda told reporters.
The official Nepal Army -- seen
as being close to the Himalayan

country's deposed monarch -- has |

repeatedly said there was no place
inits ranks for former guerrillas.

LEGALNOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION)

COMPANY MATTER NO. 23 OF 2007

An apolication under Section 59 read with Section
60 r.upl%c &unpmucs Act. ll(m)-l
AND

IN THE MATTER OF: .

Shahnowarzaman Chowdhury
Mamagig Durector

All Agro (Pyvt) Lid

SO/F, lnner Cirenillar Road

VP Road, Diwka

- VERSUS-
The Registrar of Jount Stock Companies & Firms

Notice is hereby given that an application under Section 59 read with Section
60 of the Companies Act, 1994 was moved in the High Court Division of
Supreme Court of Bangladesh by the petitioner for confirmation of the
Reductioh of Share Capital of Ali Agro (Pvt.) Ltd. Hon'ble ermpnny_ludgc
has admitted the said application on 12.02.2007 and fixed for hearing on
15 .03.2007 and further Hon'ble Company Judge was pleased 10 extend the
time on 10.10.2008 and fixed for hearing on 06.11.2008. Any person
interested in the said application may appear on the date fixed for hearing
cither himsel! of through his Advocate. A copy of the said application may be

obtaimed from the undersigned on payment of charges E
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(Jashimuddin Ahmed)
Advocate
Supreme Court of Bangladesh.
Ga - 1651, Mohakhali, Dhaka - 1212
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A Democratic Republic of Congo man fills a container with potable water as they stay in an improvised Internally
Displaced People (IDP) camp in Kibati, about 25km north of the provincial capital of Goma yesterday.

NATIONAL TUBES LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)
131-142 TONGI INDUSTRIAL AREA

GAZIPUR-1710

API LICENSEE AND ISO-9001 : 2000 CERTIFIED COMPANY
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INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

Sealed offers are invited by Managing Director, National Tubes Ltd. for supply of Hot Rolled Steel
Strips for manufacturing of Water Line Pipe, or. C&F(C) Chittagong & C&F(C) Benapole basis :

Quantity and
Reference No.
goods

description of

Price of Tender
documents

Earnest
Money

Source of
finance

Closing/opening
date and ime

increased or
decreased)

COM(1) STRIPS- | 1000 M/Tons ‘A’ | USS 15,000.00 | Tk. 1000.00

1000/Tender-03/08 | Class Hot Rolled or (Taka One
Steel Strips Tk. 10,50,000/- | thousand) only
(Quantity may be (non-refundable)

Closing 17-11-2008
at 11-00 AM.

Opening on the same
day at 11-15AM.

Cash/Any
untied
Credit

In case of unavoidable circumstances the offer will be received on the next working day and
opened on the same place and time. Tender documents may be obtained during working hours

(excepting on opening date) on cash payment from the following offices & the offers will also
be received and opened in the Purchase Deptt. of the same offices :

1) Controller of Accounts, Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation, "BSEC BHABAN',
102 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215.

2) Dy. Chief Accounts Officer, National Tubes Ltd., Tongi, Gazipur,

Deputy General Manager (Commercial)

Kazi Farukuzzaman

Phone : 9802737
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