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Adviser prioritises

infrastructure

Finance Adviser Dr AB Mirza Azizul Islam addresses
Competitiveness for Stronger Inclusive Growth: Bangladesh

development

atSonargaon Hotel in Dhaka yesterday.

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

for International Development

.......

STAR

the launch of the report on “Harnessing
Second Investment Climate Assessment”

the function, also addressed by

.................................................. (DFID), UK. acting World Bank Country
Finance Adviser Dr AB Mirza The 1st investment report Director Zafrul Islam and
Azizul Islam yesterday said waslaunchedin2003. DFID-Bangladesh Deputy

constraints on infrastructure
and lack of skilled human
resources limits growth and
economic development of a
country.

“Two main areas infrastruc-
ture and human resources-
deserve the highest priority to
improve not only Bangladesh's
investment climate, but also to
achieve economic growth,”
Azizul told the launch of an
investment climate assess-
mentreportatacity hotel.

The report “Harnessing
Competitiveness for Stronger
Inclusive Growth: Bangladesh
Second Investment Climate
Assessment” has been prepared
by the World Bank in association
with the Board of Investment
(Bol) and International Finance
Corporation and Department

The report revealed that
infrastructure, such as power
and gas and land, skilled man-
power and access to finance
are the major barriers to
smooth private sector growth
in Bangladesh.

The finance adviser said
infrastructure, especially the
power sector, is vital for
improving investment in a
country.

“Istrongly feel thatanimme-
diate improvement in infra-
structure, such as power, Is
required for a better invest-
ment climate,” the finance
adviser said.

He said skilled human
resources are a must for raising
productivity.

Bol Executive Chairman
Kamal Uddin Ahmed chaired

Head Richard Boutler.

For ridding the nations
economy of poverty and mal-
nutrition, the adviser said, the
country should have an eco-
nomic growth of 7-8 percenton
constantbasis.

Mirza Azizul stressed that a
country should have 30 per-
cent of its GDP in investment.
For Bangladesh, it is around 25
percentof GDP.

The acting WB country
director said improving invest-
ment climate is core to acceler-
ating economic growth.

The 1st investment report
was prepared based on data
collected from enterprises in
Dhaka and Chittagong metrop-
olis. But the 2nd one goes
beyond the two metropolis and
spreads to sixdivisional cities.
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Narrowed EU-Bangla trade gap sought

New chamber firm to work for joint venture

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
European Bangladesh
Federation of Commerce and
Industry (EBF), a newly formed
business association, has
emphasised more foreign
investment in Bangladesh, and
also a rise in local exports to
European Union,

“We need to get a duty free
access to the European enor-
mous market and a narrowness
in the export-import gap with
Europe,” said Dr Wali Tasar
Uddin, chairman and joint
president of EBE told an intro-

ductory meeting in Dhaka
yesterday.

“This chamber will work on
the issues relating to attracting
new European investment and
joint venture business to
Bangladesh and exploring
market for local products in
Europe aswell,” headded.

The meeting was organised
for the EBF's formal introduc-
tion with the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) in the capital.

Abul Kashem Ahmed, first
vice president of FBCCI, said

European countries are the
biggest trade partners of
Bangladesh and this newcham-
ber would help enhance the
multilateral business relations
between Bangladesh and the
EU,

“We have to increase the
number and quality of export
items so that we can reach
the EU market,” he said,
adding that the chamber
could also help find a new
avenue for the local RMG
exports to the EU.

The chamber was formed
and inaugurated in Brussels in

October 8 with the aim to
expand local business in
Europe.

EBF has already established
its units in the United
Kingdom, Germany, France,
Italy, the Netherlands and
Greece. It also plans to set up
branches in Ireland, Belgium,
Sweden and Spain.

Currently, the EU-
Bangladesh trade ties marked a
balanced situation, with
US$7421.39 million local
exports to the EU and
US$1769.57 million in FY 2007-
08.

Bangladesh accounts for 20
percent of the LDCs' (least
developed countries) total
exports to the EU. The major
exporting items include textile
and garment products, frozen
foods, pharmaceuticals and
leather and leather goods.

Bangladesh imports mainly
food items, chemical products
and machineries and mechan-
ical appliances.

Fred Oldenhuizing, joint
president and Dr Sanawar
Choudhury, executive director
of EBE were also present at the
meeting.

Industrialists seek
clear info on
gas reserves

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Industrialists and bankers
yesterday asked the govern-
ment to provide clear informa-
tion about gas reserves in
Bangladesh and take immedi-
ate steps to develop gas-based
industries.

Ataseminaron "Natural Gas
in Bangladesh: Demand and
Supply Spectrum” at a city
hotel, they said the 'hazy infor-
mation’ about the gas reserves
would affect the future plan for
investment in the gas-based
industries.

Chief executive officers
(CEOs), managing directors
and other officials of some
private commercial banks and
industrialists attended the
seminar.

They asked the government
to take immediate steps to
enhance gas supply to the
industries in the interests of
steady growth of the economy.

Industrialists complain they
have to sit idle after opening
letters of credit for importing

' industrial capital machinery to

set up gas-based industries or

. wait for approval from
' Petrobangla to start operations

of the already set-up indus-

| tries.

Mohammad Mohsin, energy
and mineral resources secre-
tary, who attended the semi-

' nar, conceded that there was a
' lack of objective analysis of
. dataonthegasreserves.

He also advised business-

men to use renewable energy
to meet growing demand for
energy.

"Unfortunately the subject
and data of gas reserves was
not handled carefully although
this was the lifeline to the econ-
omy," Mohsin said.

Mohsin said the govern-
ment was working on revising
the Energy Policy of 1996 to put
focus on alternative energy
such as coal or renewable
energy.

He said the government
took up aTk 3,000 crore project
to shore up state-owned Bapex
inseven years,

Annisul Huq, president of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, said the government
should make it clear to people
if there was any "politics” over
gasreserves.

The City Bank Limited, a
local private commercial bank,
organised the seminar.

In a presentation,

Petrobangla Director (préduc- |

tion sharing contracts)
Mugqtadir Ali estimated the
proven reserves of gas at 7.7
trillion cubic feet.

Correction

The photo caption of Eastern

Bank Limited was wrongly |

printed on this page against the

picture of a function at the |

Mirpur outlet of Agora. We
regret the mistake.
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EASTERN BANK

Eastern Bank Acting Managing Director Mamoon Mahmood Shah inaugurates its 29th ATM booth at
Chawk Mughaltuly in Dhaka recently.
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Kishwar Imdad, general manager of Rahimafrooz Superstores Ltd, hands over a prize to a 'lucky cus-
tomer' in the raffle draw held at Mirpur Agora with the raffle coupons of Agora Mega Shopping offer to
mark its seventh founding anniversary on Saturday.

Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh
Directorate General of Health Services

Disease Control Unit

Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
Invitation for Tender

| | Ministry/Division Ministry of Health & Family Affairs
Agency Health Directorate
3 | Procuring Entity Name Director, Disease Control & Line Director (CDC),
Directorate General of Health Services, Mohakhali,
Dhaka-1212
4 | Procuring Entity District Dhaka
5 | Invitation for Procurement of Laboratory Reagents, MSR and
Accessories for each different program under CDC |
6 | Invitation Ref No DGHS/DC/Proc-2008/011/
7 | Date 28/10/2008
8 | Procurement Method National Open Tendering Method (NOTM)
9 | Budget and Source of Funds GoB, WB, JDCF & GFATM
10 | Tender Package No. G-011
|1 | Tender Package Name Procurement of Laboratory Reagents, MSR and
Accessories |
12 | Tender Publication Date 28/10/2008 |
13 | Tender Last Selling Date 19/11/2008
14 | Tender Closing Date and Time 20 /11/2008 at 12:30 PM
|5 | Tender Opening Date and Time 20 /1172008 at 01:00 PM
16 | Name & Address of the office(s) Address
17 | - Selling Tender Document (Principal) | Office of the Director , Disease Control, DGHS,
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
18 | - Receiving Tender Document Office of the Director , Disease Control, DGHS,
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
19 | - Place of Opening Tender Document Deputy Director, CDC Room No.-404 (3rd Floor), DGHS,
Mohakhali, Dhaka
20 | Eligibility of Tenderer Minimum 03 (Three) years of specific experience in
supplying the similar goods
21 | Brief Description of Goods Procurement of Laboratory Reagents, MSR and
Accessories for each different program under CDC
22 | Price of Tender Document (Tk) 1,000/~ (One thousand taka only) in cash. (Non-refundable)
Lot | Description Location Tender Security Completion Time in
No Amount (TK) Weeks / Months
23| 01 | Lab Reagents| Office of the Line | 50,000/~ (Fifty thousand taka only)| 4 weeks (after the
& Director, DC, In favor of Director, DC, DGHS, | signing of contract)
Accessories | DGHS, Dhaka Mohakhali, Dhaka
02 MSR_ Office of the Line| 1,00,000/- (One lac taka only) | 8 weeks (after the
(Filaria Kit) | Director, DC, In favor of Director, DC, DGHS, | signing of contract)
DGHS, Dhaka Mohakhali, Dhaka
24 | Name of Official Inviting Tender Professor Dr. Md. Moazzem Hossain
25 | Designation of Official Inviting Tender | Director, Disease Control & Line Director, CDC, Directorate
General of Health Services, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
26 | Address of Official Inviting Tender | Office of the Director, Disease Control & Line
Director, CDC, Directorate General of Health
Services, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
27 | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender | 9880948 (Tel) | 9899085 (Fax) | directordcbd@email.com
28 | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any/all tenders partly or fully.

(Prof Dr. Moazzem Hossain)
Director, DC & Line Director, CDC,
DGHS, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212, Tel : 9880948




