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"SM Solaiman Pronodona Britti

‘08" goes to Kazi Toufikul Islam
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Kazi Toufikul Islam (4-L) receives his crest from Ramendu Majumder.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

...................................................

To observe the sixteenth anni-
versary of the organisation,
-Theatre' Art Unit (TAU) hon-
oured young dramatist Kazi
Toufikul Islam with SM
Solaiman Pronodona Brittl
2008 for his contribution to
theatre.

The programme was held on
October 25 at Experimental
Theatre Stage, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA).

cash prize of Tk 10,000. SM
Solaiman Pronodona Britti was
introduced by Theatre Art Unit
(TAU) in 2005. Anisur Rahman
Mukul (in 2005)

the previous recipients of the
award.

In his speech, Islam said, “In
our country the theatre sectoris
often overlooked; one of the
main problems is insufficient
exposure. Many artistes are
forced to choose the electronic
media over theatre and this
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1QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
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On the occasion of the World White Cane day, the Green Dis-
abled Foundation, (GDF) Sylhet organised a discussion and
cultural programme at their office recently.

President of GDE Dr. Mostafa Shahzaman Chowdhury,
chaired the discussion. ADC (Education) Shahidul Islam;
regional director of Radio Bangladesh, Mir Shah Alam; assistant
director of Social Welfare, Abul Kalam Azad; Jatiya Pratibandhi
Krira Samiti, Sylhet chapter president, Zahir Uddin Shamim;
GDF executive director, Rajab Ali Khan Najib and others spoke
on the occasion. GDF has long been playing a major role for the
betterment of the differently-abled in Sylhet,

The programme wrapped up with a colourful cultural
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Solo Painting Art Exhibition Photography Cartoon, ,
Exhibition Organiser: Chaturanga Exhibition
Title: Memories and Desire Venue: Zainul Gallery, S o A Painting and .
Artist: Najma Akhter Faculty of Fine Arts, DU Organiser: Nitya Upahar Photo Exhibition
A3 Date: October 23-29 Venue: G!lllﬂﬂf Nitya Title: The right ko heath
Venue: Aliiance Francalse Time: 3pm-8pm : Venue: Drik
de Dacca, 26 Mirpur Rd Upahar, 50, Aziz Co- Galiery
Dhanmondi operative Super Market, Mouse 58, Road 15/A,
Date: October 17-29 Shahbag Dhanmondi
Time: 9am-12pm, Spm-8pm Date: October 20-28 f;"‘ Oclober 30-November
(Saturdays Spm-8pm) Time; 10am-8pm Time: 3pov8pm

programme, at which the differently-abled members of GDF

presented songs and dances. Music by the visually impaired at the programme

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi
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“Some render ‘kirtan’, some are
immersed in ‘puja’, what links
them all is their devotion to Lord
Gaurango,” said Ramesh Chandra
Das atKheturi Dham.

A Krishna devotee, Ramesh
recounted his pilgrimage from
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Rahman Milon (in 2006) were ,

the latter.”
media for more coverage of
theatre and also urged the audi-
ence to support the theatre
Ramendu
president, 'I'TT;
Nasiruddin Yousuff, president,
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote; M
Hamid, chairman, Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation and
dramatist Mannan Hira were
presentat the programme.
After the award ceremony,

He appealed to the

Majumder,

the play “Amina Shundori” was
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Narayanganj to Kheturi Dham at
Premtali -- some 20 kilometers off
to the west of Rajshahi city. He was
humming a 'kirtan’' of Nazrul, “Hey
Gobinda rakho choroney.” Like
him, thousands.ef Vaishnavs and
Hindus from differen) giess gath<
ered at the three-day Kheturi
Vaishnav Festival recently.

Many of the Vaishnavs arrived
from far-flung districts like
Chittagong. Joining them were
foreign delegates from India, Italy,
Australia and Canada who are
members of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) joined in. This festival
has been observed for 436 years.

“Kheturi Festival”: A tradition spanning over four centuries

versary of the renowned Vaishnav
saint Sri Narottam Das Thakur (on
the fifth day of Bengali month of
Kartik).

The festival organisers say there
has been a decline in the number of
devotees due to the lack of facilities
offered at the festival premises. The
historic site, they point out, needs
urgent conservation efforts by the
government.

One version of the origins of the
festival goes back to Narottom Das
Thakur, known for his devotional

verses on Radha and Krishna. The o

e

Goura Pargana in Ra;sahl he
renounced his royal claims ata very
young age to immerse himself in
spiritual leanings in Vrindavan.
Narottam was the initiator of the
Kheturi Festival -- celebraung
'Goura Pumima,' the birth of Sri
Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
Legend has it that some 50 years
after the death of Mahaprabhu,
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Islam received a crest and leads to a vacuum of talent in staged by TAU. Vaishnavs of ISKCON render "Naam Sangkirtan" at the festival. OTOS™R . The festival marks the death anni- many devotees had a vision of him.
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