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Protect environment to keep
natural calamities at bay

Says Nobel laureate Prof Ernst

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

If the environment is protected,
human beings need not be pro-
tected from natural calamities,
Nobel laureate Prof Richard R Ernst
said at a lecture in the city yester-
day.

A dynamic equilibrium
between man, water and land can
create a sound condition of nature,
For this, men must take some
measures such as controlling
population growth, proper man-
agement of health system, provid-
ing real education and changing

behavioural pattern between man
and nature, he said.

Bangladesh Academy of Science
(BAS) and Southeast University
jointly organised the programme
titlted 'Dr MO Ghani Memorial
Lecture 2008" at Nabab Nawab Ali
Senate Bhaban at Dhaka University
in memory of Prof MO Ghani,
founder fellow of the academy and
former vice chancellorof DU,

In his lecture on 'Man and
Nature', Prof Ernst mentioned a
wide range of adverse impacts of
manmade problems on the nature.

He blamed Co2 emission,

exploration of crude oil resources,
prodigal life style, eating habit and
human's lust, arrogance and vanity
forthe global climate change.

Countries should be governed
by the people who own it and not
by the community who create free
market with an aim to make maxi-
mum profit, Prof Ernstsaid,

Hurry sickness is another phe-
nomenon in modern world creat-
ing most of the mental disorders
among people, he said, adding that
improper recycling process is also
behind many health hazards
among poor children.

Kali Puja today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kali Puja, the second largest reli-
gious festival of the Hindus, will be
celebrated today.

Hindu devotees will also cele-
brate Dewali, festival of lights,
during this puja.

They will illuminate the doors
and windows of their houses with
candles, while others will light
lamps inside small paper houses to
be elevated on top of long bamboo
poles

Several Puja mandaps have been
setup in different parts of the capital
including Dhakeswari Temple,
Ramna Temple, Siddeshwari
Temple and Jagannath Hall Temple
of Dhaka University.

On the eve of the occasion,
Mohanagar Sarbojaneen Puja
Committee yesterday organised a
discussion meeting at Dhakeswari
Temple where Education Adviser
Hossain Zillur Rahman said care-
taker government will take effective
measures so that minority people
can cast their vote fearlessly in the
upcoming parliamentelection.

“Next parliament election is a
milestone for the nation. We will
provide sufficient security to minor-
ity people so that they are not
affected by pre-and-post-period
election,” headded.

Kali Puja is performed by the
faithful to ask for protection from

evil and to pray for good health, |

wealth, peace and happiness.

According to Tegend, Kali was a
fearless warrior who rid the kng-
dom of devils and demons that had
overrun the virtuous gods.

Our Barisal Correspondent adds: |

More than 150- year-old Maha
Shamshan Dipali, a festival of the
Hindu community, was observed in
the citylastnight.

In the sub-continent,
‘Shamshan Dipali’ festival is
observed only at Adi-Shamshan
Ghat and Natun Shamshan Ghat,
two crematoriums in Barisal city:.

Several thousand people from

different parts of the country and |

also from across the border
attended the festival.

CUT IN FARE

Transport owners
ignore decision

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government decision to
decrease the transport fares was
not implemented practically yes-
terday.

The passengers and transport
owners were found scuffling with
eachotherinand outofthe city.

According to the decision, the
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Convocation

The first convocation of World University
Bangladesh will be held. Venue:
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre. Time: 10:15am.

Dialogue

Centre for Policy Dialogue and FBCCI
pointly organise a dialogue on ‘Energy for
development Options and stralegies for
Bangladesh’. Venue: Bangladesh-China
Fnendship Conference Centre. Time
2:45pm

Discussion abistd
Forum for Secufar Bangladesh ang, Iia| 1
of War Cnminals of 1971 organises a
discussion on fundamentalists’

aggression on arts and culture. Venue:
WVA auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Seminar

MMC organises a seminar on
challenges to implementation of RTI law
marking the Right to Information Day
2008. Venue: IDB Bhaban auditonum.
Time: 9:30am.

Sanitation dialogue

Dushtha Shasthya Kendra organises a
sanitation dialogue of grassrools peopie.
Venue: National Press Club. Time: 3:00pm.

fares of diesel-run buses ply on the
inter-city routes and out of the city
routes were supposed to decrease at
Tk .07 perkilometre fromyesterday.

But none of the bus operators
was seen implementing the gov-
ernmentdecision.

The transport operators claimed
that they could not buy fuel at the
decreased cost and, therefore, they
did notreduce the fares.

Talking to The Daily Star at
Sayedabad inter-city bus terminal,
Zahirul Islam, a dnver of Prince
Paribahan on Dhaka-Comilla route,
said, “We had to buy fuel at the
higher cost three days ago as it was
notavailablein the last three days.”

He, however, said they would
implement the government deci-
sionverysoon.

Rafiqul Islam, conductor of Al-
Falah Paribahan on Dhaka-Chatkhil
route, said, “According to the gov-
ernment rate, the actual fare on this
route is Tk 216. But we receive only
Tk 150. As we always receive the
lower fare than the government
fixed rate, it is not possible to
decrease the fare further.”

Meanwhile, the city commuters

alsorlecked into clashes -with the,
bus. employees, demanding. the

decrease of fare. But the govern-
ment did not decrease the fares of
the city buses.

Association of Bus Companies
(ABC) President Khandaker Rafiqul
Hossain told The Daily Star, “The
passengers of the city buses are
quarrelling with the employees due
to a misunderstanding over the
governmentdecision.”

On the other hand, the govern-
ment did not re-fix the fares of
launch, truck and other diesel-run
vehicles that have added fuel to the
flames among the operators and
passengers.
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held at Dhaka Ladies Club recently.

Tribute paid to
MA Samad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The third death anniversary of
insurance legend and founder of
Bangladesh General Insurance Co.
Ltd. MA Samad was observed on
October 18, saysa pressrelease.

On the occasion, a discussion
was held on the eventful life of MA
Samad, one of the pioneers of insur-
ance industry and internationally
recognized insurance specialist.

The participants discussed his
pioneeringrole in the field of insur-
ance industry, his contribution to
literary and cultural field and his
unique role in creating job oppor-
tunities and in social service.

Eminent personalities, high
government officials, artists, litter-
ateurs and journalists attended the
programme at Dhaka Ladies Club.

MA Samad's wife Fawzia
Samad, only son and Chairman of
BGIC Towhid Samad, Managing
Director of BGIC AK Azizul Haque
Chaudhuri and all officers and staff
of the companywere also present.

A prayer session was also held
on the occasion.

Mostafa Zaman Abbasi and
Asma Abbasi moderated the func-
tion while Pesh Imam of Gulshan
Azad Mosque Maulana Abdur

Rahim led the prayer.
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Participants at a discussion marking the third death anniversary of insurance legend and founder of BGIC MA Samad
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WEATHER

Thundershowers likely

rarily gusty or squally wind is like
divisions with moderately heavy
hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may rise 2-5
Met Office said in a forecast.

Llomorrow.
Highest and lowest temperatur

J

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-

ly at many places over all the six
to heavy rainfalls in the next 12

degree Celsius over the country,

Highest temperature 30.5 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Co'x Bazar and lowest 18.3 degrees Celsius at Khulna.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:21pm today and rises at 6:03am

e and humidity recorded in some

major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning  Evening
Dhaka 22.5 19.2 94 87
Chittagong 28.3 23.0 97 87
Rajshahi 24.5 18.6 90 GH
Khulna 25.0 18.3 96 86
Barisal 24.4 20.5 95 91
Sylhet 24.5 19.3 88 91
Cox's Bazar 30.5 23.5 86 75

ISNINS————————————

Man makes the planet hazard-
ous but the planet has sufficient
resources to feed its children, but
its resources are. not enough to
copewith the greed of man, he said.
If such practice continues, some-
day nature may wipe out all living
creatures on this planet, he added.

He stressed the need for people
to learn how to lead their lives and
explore natural resources without
harming nature,

Prof Ernst, a citizen of
Switzerland, was awarded Nobel
Prize inchemistryin 1991.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof SMA
Faiz, Prof AK Azad Chowdhury,
President of BAS Prof M Shamsher
Alli and former education minister
Dr Osman Farruq, son of Dr MO
Ghanli, also spoke at the
programme.

Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A war-maimed
freedom fighter
seeks financial
assistance for
his treatment as
he is suffering
from various
complicated
diseases, says a

press release.

Md Saidur Rahman Khan, now
nearly 60, joined the Liberation
War in 1971 under Sector 9. He
received a bullet in his left leg
during a fight with the Pakistani
forces at Sharankhola in Bagerhat.
Later, he had to have the leg ampu-
tated below the knee,

After independence, he began
working as a rickshawpuller in
Dhaka to earn a livelihood. In
October 1996, he gave up pulling
rickshaw after his son got a job in
an NGO,

Saidur Rahman has now been
suffering from various diseases,
but it is not possible for him to
afford the treatment cost with the
meagre income of his son Shahidul
Islam, the bread-winner in the
G Y )i
v S0, thel freedom fighter iwho
hails from Rajeshwar village in
Bagerhat, has appealed to gener-
ous people, freedom fighters and
organisations to extend a helping
hand.

Contributions can be sent to
Shahidul Islam, Savings Account
No. SB-002069246, Sonali Bank
Limited, Jhigatola Branch, Dhaka.

Interested persons can also
contact him at 54/9 Uttar Adabar,
Dhaka. Mobile: 01911292963 or
01198152780.

Body to safeguard

FROM PAGE 16 _
senior assistant superintendents of

police (ASP), 77 ASPs, 53 inspec-
tors, 189 sub-inspectors (SI), 253
assistant sub-inspectors (ASI), and
1,331 constables.

Two months ago Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
launched a Special Women Police
Contingent (SWPC) comprising
onlywomen personnel.

A woman additional DIG, seek-
ing anonymity, told The Daily Star,
"There are some allegations of
harassment of women personnel

by their male colleagues, although °

senior women personnel haven't
been the victims of such harass-
ment.”

She said if the new organisation
can carry out its activities, women
members of the force will be able to
work more freely.

The executive committee of the
network will be comprised of a
president, two vice-presidents, an
executive secretary, two joint
secretaries, a treasurer, a social
welfare secretary, a cultural secre-
tary, and 16 executive members, all
of whom will be women elected by
their women colleagues.

Senior women personnel
already prepared drafts of the
organogram and the constitution
of the organisation.

The office of the network will be
setupinthe Police Headquarters.

The organisation is about to
make its appearance with 21 objec-
tives including identifying practi-
cal problems women personnel
face at work, taking steps to solve
the problems, ensuring participa-
tion of women in policymaking
process, promoting empowerment
of women police personnel, and
taking steps for recruiting more
women into the force.

The organisation will also look
to network with women police
organisations in other countries.

According to the draft constitu-
tion of Police Women's Network,
being the chief of the police depart-
ment the IGP will be the chief
patron of the organisation, while
there will also be a six-member
advisory committee which can be
comprised of both males and
females,

The advisory committee will be
comprised of the additional IGP

(administration), three joint secre-
taries from the ministries of home,
women and children affairs, and
social welfare, and two others from
former senior women police per-
sonnel.
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PHOTO. STAR
AwamiLeague leader Tofall Ahmed speaks at a view exchange meeting on election manifesto at Cirdap Auditorium in

the city yesterday. On his left is Selima Rahman and on his right are Ranjan Karmaker and Salma Khan. Steps
Towards Development organised the meeting. (Story on page 5)

'Apply clubfoot-ponseti
method in workplaces'

Seminar on awareness begins today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A four-day seminar on '‘Awareness
and Management of Clubfoot-
Ponseti Method' began in the city
yesterday.

The Centre for the Rehabilitation
of the Paralysed (CRP) and
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) jointly organised the
seminar at CRP centre at Mirpur.

Additional Director General of
DGHS Prof Hosne Ara Tahmin
inaugurated the seminar as the
chief guest, which will be concluded
onOctober3.

She said the participants would
be able to learn alot about clubfoot-
ponseti method from the seminar,
adding that they should apply the
method in their workplaces to make
itsuccessful.

Ponseti is a technique to
straighten the feet, which has been
successfully used in the US for over
45 years. The treatment manipu-
lates the bones and stretches the
contracted tissues of the foot. The
foot is held in place with a plaster
cast. The castisleftafter five to seven
days. This allows enough time for
the muscles and ligaments to relax
and for the bones to grow into the
corrected position. daltly

ICRC Mission, Chief Finn Ruda
addressed theiinaugural session
the special guest, while Valerie A
Tailorwasin the chair.

Dr Angela M Evans of University
of South Australia spoke on the

Challengés and strdtegies’.

background of clubfoot and the
technique, while Consultant of
Orthopaedic and Spinal Surgery at
Square Hospital Dr Fazlul Haque
discussed on clubfoot treatment in
the country.

Dr Paul Warren Wade of the same
university also spoke on Ponseti
technique.

Nearly 150 representatives from
different hospitals, clinics and
NGOs participated in the seminar.

Saarc psychiatric
confce on Nov 1

UNB, Dhaka

The fourth Saarc Psychiatric
Federation Conference and fourth
International Conference on
Psychiatry-2008 will be held in the
city on November 1 focusing on
mental health.

President Iajuddin Ahmed is
expected to inaugurate the three-
day conference to be held at
Sonargaon Hotel.

Bangladesh Association of
Psychiatrists (BAP) with the assis-
tance of some other organisations

, will organise the conference titled

'Mental health in South East Asia:

11111

About 300 psychiatrists and
physicians from home and abroad
are expected to participate in the

programme.
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Mayor Mohiuddin
goes to Bangkok
for treatment

tomorrow
UNB, Chittagong

Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury leave for Bangkok
tomorrow for medical treat-
ment,

Family sources said the CCC
mayor, who has been suffering
from various diseases, including
diabetes and complications of
heart and eyes, will take treatment
atahospital in Thai capital.

Mohiuddin Chowdhury, who
was going through an ordeal as he
was not allowed to resume his
position as CCC mayor after his
recent release on bail, will also goto
Saudi Arabia to perform Omrah
after completing treatment, the
sources added.

Mohiuddin was released on
October 8 on bail from the prison
cell of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU).

He, however, could not hold his
scheduled meeting with the CCC
councilors at the City Corporation
Bhaban on October 15 due to a
government order restraining him
from resuming his duty:

-~ M Manjur Alam was made
acting mayor after Mohjuddin’s

' arrest frofm his‘Chashmia Hilk resi-

dence in the city on March'7, 2007
as part of an anti-graft campaign by
the military-backed interim gov-
ernment.

Govt finally acts on HC ban order

FROM PAGE 1

Karim, Health Secretary AMM
Nasir Uddin Chowdhury,
Commerce Secretary Feroz Ahmed
and IGP Nur Mohammad to
explain why contempt of court
proceedings will not be issued
against them for not complying
with the HC order.

He prayed to the HC bench of
Justice ABM Khairul Haque and
Justice Md Abdul Hye to take up the
contempt petition for hearing the
same day, but the bench fixed
today forhearing.

Manzilin his petition stated that
his petition involved great public
importance and a question of
safety of future generation, but the
government did not take any step
to complywith the order.

Talking to The Daily Star, Zillar
Rahman, deputy commissioner
(DC) of Dhaka, said, "I have not
received any order of forming any

committee. The order may come
tomorrow [Tuesday]. We will work
asinstructed.”

Sellers, mainly the retailers,
were seen still displaying the
banned milk brands.

Some retailers however hid
those in fear of drives. The brands
were not found in most depart-
ment stores in the capital.

The Bogra district administra-
tion also did not receive any
instruction regarding drives or
monitoring the markets, says our
staff correspondent in Bogra quot-
ing the DC.

A team of executive magistrates
on Saturday went to the markets to
see if sellers were displaying the

banned brands, reports our staff

correspondentin Chittagong.

"The drive may officially start
tomorrow [Tuesday] on receipt of
the government order," an official
of Chittagong district administra-

tion said.

Meanwhile, the health adviser
at a press conference at the secre-
tariat yesterday said, "We will
strictly enforce the High Court
order regarding the powdered
milk."

Briefing the decisions taken at
an inter-ministerial meeting on
Sunday, the adviser said the gov-
ernment has already started taking
steps to complywith the order.

He said BSTI has already com-
pleted melamine tests of 32 other
brands of powdered milk and will
test five varieties of chocolates.

The laboratories of the country
will also be upgraded and the
manpower trained, the adviser
said.

BSTI Director General Azmal
Hossain said they have collected all
sorts of pasteurized and con-
densed milk brands for melamine
testing.

@he Bty Star

Obituary
METRO DESK

Md Ashraf Hossain, former food
inspector and father of Akhter
Hossain Masud, news editor of The

News Today, passed away due to
old age complications at his resi-

dence in the city yesterday at the
age ol 72, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, four
sons, a daughter, grandchildren
and a host of relatives and admirers
to mourn his death.

He was buried at his family

graveyard at his village in Feni
yesterday.

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

Today is the
second death
anniversary of
Meherun
Nahar, wife of
Md Mahabubur
Rahman, an
official of Buet,
says a press

release,

On the occasion, a doa mahfil
will be held at Mansurbagh
Miftahul Ulum Madrasa at Ashulia
and fateha will be offered at her
grave at Mirpur in the city.

Dec 18

FROM PAGE 16
Bangladesh and will first send an
assessment team.

He informed the CA that during
his meeting with the chief election
commissioner he would suggest
forming an alliance among the
Commonwealth member countries
having independent election com-
mission for sharing experiences.

The CA appreciated the idea,
saying the present Election
Commission is totally independent.

After the announcement of
election schedules, all government
officials and security forces engaged
in election will come under the
Election Commission, he said.

The Commonwealth secretary
general lauded the socioeconomic
achievements and the steps taken
by the caretaker government in the
areas like completion of voter list
with photograph, separation of
judiciary, making the Election
Commission and the Anti-
Corruption Commission independ-
ent and setting up of National
Human Rights Commission.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting CA’s Press Secretary Syed
Fahim Munaim said the: chief

adviser 'informed the
Commaonwealth secretary general
that the institutional reforms have
been made by the present caretaker
government to give a strong founda-
tion of democracy.

About emergency, the CA told
Sharma about the recent elections
to four city corporations and nine
municipalities amid relaxation of
some provisions of the state of
emergency. He said people cast
their votes freely and peacefully in
those elections and turnout was 80
to 90 percent.

The CA also said if necessary, the
state of emergency will be further
relaxed to facilitate electioneering
by the political parties.

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury, Secretary to CA’s Office
Kazi Aminul Islam and CA's Press
Secretary Syed Fahim Munaim were
presentat the meeting.

Meanwhile, Foreign Adviser
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury has said
the Commonwealth will immedi-
ately send an assessment team for
elections.

“This team is likely to be followed
by an observer mission”, he said while
speaking to the media after a meeting
with visiting Commonwealth
Secretary General Kamalesh Sharma

at the foreign ministry yesterday, said

apressrelease.

Intelligence focused only on accused JMB men

FROM PAGE 16

The executed kingpins of JMB
Abdur Rahman and Siddiqul Islam
alias Bangla Bhai in an interview
with The Daily Star in 2004 said
they had three tires of workers.
They claimed JMB had 10,000 full-
time trained activists in the first tier
and over one lakh part-timers
across the country.

A top official in a law-
enforcement agency however
disputes such a huge number of
JMB activists. He believes thou-
sands of people, who heard
speeches of the militant leaders in
different mosques and madrasas
for many years, have not turned
militants.

As many as 283 cases were filed
in connection with 459 bomb
blasts across the country on August
17, 2005 against 822 JMB leaders
and activists, The investigators
have so far submitted charge
sheets in 241 cases accusing 743 of
their involvement in the serial
blasts.

Rab sources confirm around
250 of the charge-sheeted accused
still remain out of the dragnet.

During investigations,
Fakhruddin Raji of Satkhira and
'Boma' Mizan of Jamalpur were
found to be important figures for
their significant roles in the coun-
trywide synchronized blasts. But
they are still on the run and none of
the agencies has any clue to their
whereabouts.

When JMB supremo Abdur
Rahman and second-in-command
Bangla Bhai were held in early
2006, a leadership crisis emerged
grassroots attempt to
rebuild the network failed.

Butwithin a fewmonthsinto the
arrests of the JMB kingpins, who
were executed in March last year,
some militants started to establish
their network again.

The investigators finally learned
from other militants arrested early
last year that Saidur Rahman was
leading the outfitasitsameer.

The investigators believe JMB
no longer has the strength to
regroup for further attacks. But an
intelligence source says some JMB
‘ehsar’ (full-time member) have
held meetings in Bogra,

Muktagachha in Mymensingh, .

Tangail and in other places to
discuss their reorganisation bid.

They have also tried to regroup
in some shoal areas of the Padma
and across the Brahmaputra basin
in the northernregion.

Fakhruddin Raji and 'Boma’
Mizan are also spearheading the
reorganisation attempts with
Saidur, adds the source.

The Rab learned about the new
JMB ameer in July 2006 and started
gathering information about the
militants' regrouping bid following
arrests of some JMB operatives at
that time.

However, they could not deter-
mine straightaway how well the
JMB operatives reorganised them-
selves, says a top Rab official asking
notto be named.

Sources in the elite force say five
JMB members were arrested in
Gopalganj in July who divulged
that they were collecting informa-
tion about schedules for hearing of
cases against their detained fellow
members.

This information makes the
investigators more concerned as it

indicates that fugitive JMB opera-
tives are trying to communicate
with those behind bars or even
"snatch” them, if possible.

The sources however say they
made the arrestin Gopalganj at the
very preliminary stage of JMB's
latestaction plan.

Intriguingly, the law enforcers
did not reveal the information of
the arrest in Gopalganj, although
they usually announce the arrest of
militants through news briefings.

The sources say as the arrestees
revealed important information,
the law enforcers have keptitsecret
and chalked out a plan to start a
special clampdown on the identi-
fied ]MB men.

They add the arrestees told the
Rab investigators they have not
met their new chief Saldur
Rahman, ex-ameer of Habiganj

district Jamaat-e-Islami, but they

know they are working at his
instructions to "snatch” detained
JMB members.

Against this backdrop, Rab has

kicked off another special drive
st the trained militants, says a
top official of the elite force.

"We've assigned some officers
to concentrate on searching the
identified IMB leaders and activists
who are on the run since the coun-

de bomb blasts,” said another
top Rab official. He added the task
of hunting down the JMB opera-
tives would be the top priority for
the assigned officials.

"We've already formed special
teams within every battalion to net
the charge-sheeted JMB leaders
and operatives who have wentinto
hiding," Rab Additional Director
General Col Gulzar Uddin Ahmed

told The Daily Star.

Inspector General of Police Nur
Mohammad, however, told
newspersons during his wisit to
once JMB infested Bagmara in
Rajshahi weeks ago: "I can assure
you that militants have no organi-
sational capacity to carry out any
organised attacks.”

During a visit to Bagmara in
Rajshahi and Atrai in Naogaon,
locals were found worried about a
good number of Bangla Bhai's
aides, who could not be arrested.

They said though Bangla Bhai's
cadres have no open activites,
around 500 local operatives of the
outfitarestillatlarge.

A top Rab official in Rajshahi
also confirms that they havealist of
around 500 JMB operatives who
have evaded arrest.

Several thousands of JMB sup-
porters withdrew their support
from the outfit soon after the serial
blasts and other deadly attacks and
are not a threat at all, observes
anotherofficial.

A senior Rab official claims they
have already recovered almost all
explosives JMB smuggled into the
country from India. They have also
torn down the channels in
Bangladesh through which JMB
usteid to smuggle the explosives, he
adds.

He says they have names of five
people who supplied the explo-
sives from India and handed over
their names to Indian authorities
in 2006. He however does not
know what action the Indian
authorities have taken st
them, as Rab did not follow up the
matter any more.
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