Maple Leaf Int'l School stages “Valmiki
Pratibha”

................................................

The students of Maple Leaf
International School staged
Rabindranath Tagore's
"Valmiki Pratibha" at the
Shishu Academy auditorium on
October 23.

At 20, Tagore wrote his first
musical, "Valmiki Pratibha,”
which showcases the metamor-
phosis of the bandit Ratnakar to
Valmiki, who wrote the epic
"Ramayana”.

Although primarly written
and performed as a musical,
"Valmiki Pratibha"” was adapted
into a dance-drama by the
Maple Leaf production team.

The plot of the dance-drama
centres on the bandit chief
Ratnakar, who to appease the
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Goddess Kali, asks his followers
to kidnap a young girl from the
neighbouring villages for sacri-
fice. The indomitable bandit
chief is moved by the pleas of
the young girl on the altar prior
to the sacrifice and decides to
lether go.

Neither Ratnakar nor his
band of brigands can compre-
hend the sudden change in
him. Realising that their chief is
no longer interested in the
regular activities of pillaging
and plundering, Ratnakar's
followers desert him.

During this unsetting time
Ratnakar comes upon two
hunters in the act of killing a
pair of 'krounchomithun’
(cranes). He tries to stop them
but in vain. Soon the cries of a

_rteplaced by the wails of the
- yoling gurl in captivity. And in

Students of Maple Leaf Int'l School in the dance-drama “Valmiki Pratibha®.

bird for its dead mate is was first staged in December
1881 at the 'Biddawaj'an
Samagam Sammilan!™ re
Tagore himself played the
titular role. Through it, Tagore,
who was then influenced by
the spectacle of European
opera, vigorously explored a
wide range of dramatic styles
and emotions, including usage

of revamped 'kirtans', Indian

_.

* that instant Ratnakar is blessed
by the Goddess Saraswati for his
atonement. With her boon
Ratnakar utters the first ‘shlok’
that heralds the birth of the
immortal poetValmiki.

Unique in its operatic pre-
sentation, "Valmiki Pratibha"
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folk and traditional raaga
based compositions blended
with A A

tional English and Iris
melodies.

Azizur Rahman Tuhin
directed the dance-drama.
Fariha Hashmi played the role
of Valmiki. Nashiba Nowar
provided the vocals for the
role.

folk
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Beyonce would like to be known

as “Sasha Fierce”

REUTERS, Los Angeles

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Just like the "Seinfeld” episude where George wanted
everyone to call him "T-Bone," Beyonce Knowles
would like to be known by abold new name.

The R&B singer has christened herself "Sasha
Fierce" for her new double album, "I Am... Sasha
Flerce," setto bereleased next month, and has released
alengthy justification for the comical moniker.

"I have someone else that takes over when it's time
for me to work and when I'm on stage, this alter ego
that I've created that kind of protects me and who 1
really am," the former Destiny's Child frontwoman
said in astatement.

"Sasha Fierce is the fun, more sensual, more aggres-
sive, more outspoken side and more glamorous side that
comes outwhenI'mworkingand when I'mon the stage.”

Additionally, she has set up a cryptic MySpace page
(http://www.myspace.com/sashafierce) that gives a
"lucky person” the opportunity to receive a personal
message and a gift.

As George found out, nicknames usually do not
work when they are self-bestowed. His colleagues
thought he should be called Koko the monkey. In real
life, rapper Eminem had better luck with his alter ego
"Slim Shady," which he said came to him while he was
on the tojlet.

Beyoncereleased her previous solo album, "B'Day,"
to coincide with her 25th birthday in September 2006.

Beyonce Knowles as Etta James in the upcoming
movie "Cadillac Records”.

It debuted at No. 1 on the U.S. pop chart and yielded
the No. 1 single "Irreplaceable.”

"I Am... Sasha Fierce"” will be distributed by
Columbia Records.

Lmdsay Lohan booted from “Ugly Betty”

Lindsay Lohan (left) and America Ferrera in
“Ugly betty".
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Lindsay Lohan's professional life is only getting uglier,
so to speak, since news broke that Lohan's stint on
“Ugly Betty” is being cut short because of tension on
the set. According to multiple sources, after “Betty,”
Lohan doesn't have any lucrative projects lined up,
andshe's noton the short list for anyroles, either.

“It's over fur Lindsay,” said one well- placed Lohan

What S the cause? "‘I s nota matter of will she showup
or not anymore, it's that she can't carry a movie, she’s just
not a draw anymore. When you aren 't a draw, you aren t
goingto getauditions. It's thatsimple,” the source said.
Another industry source added, “"Every project
she's had has fallen through. She's not even filling up
her time with independent films, which is usually the
strategy when work gets slow. She's a good actress,

she'sjuststuckrightnow.”
Source: Intemet
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