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Al asks EC

FROM PAGE 1
two-hour meeting of the party

and some parties might not take
partin the polls.

EU to assess

OM PAGE 1
::hﬂthﬂf or not they will send full

observation mission to Bangladesh
to monitor the December 18 parlia-
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Contaminated milk

FROM PAGE 1
Anlene, yesterday questioned the

results of the tests conducted by

cannot judge,” Therond said.
He said Nestlé Bangladesh sent
samples of the same batch of this

Citizens

FROM PAGE 1

department (RHD) and civil aviation
authority removed five Baul (folk
singer) statues, including Lalon
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Pakistan holds key

FROM PAGE 16 _
Pakistan called Friends of Pakistan
met President Asif Zardarl on

The BBC's diplomatic corre-
spondent says that the crisis adds a
new element of uncertaint'y to a

ow

Presidium. ere is no need to kee : Shah's, giving in to pressures from | Monday, but did not commit any  country whose stability is o

The emergency meeting of the th:rn::jrgetgcy enforced since thg mmpu‘:%mde the remarks while | the chiemiatry departmen:l of  product for testing in Tzﬂglm‘:i fundamentalists on October 15. cash support, ing concern to the United States
Presidium, the highest policy- army, Rab, police and BDR person- talking to reporters after a meetin Dhaka University (DU) two days India anleew Zealand and foun The citizens made the decision at It is not t?lng to be a'cash and itsWestern allies.
making body of the party, was held IY' uld be deployed to control with Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahm ago. nomelamine. | a meeting presided over by | advanceforPakistan,” USAssistant Our correspondent says that
at AL acting President Zillur e d ord : ituation during | Chowdhuryatthe foreign ministry. The DU chemistry department However, talking to The Daily | . claimed scholar Dr Khan Sarwar | Secretary for South Asia, Richard  pakistan is likely to be near the top
HSR ot Gls.llshan sy :ﬂ:g; ;: n: er situa g Asked if he received any assur- | found unacceptable levelsof mela-  Star yesterday, Dr Nilufar Nahar, | Murshed at Comrade Moni Singh- | Boucher, said after the meeting. of the next US president's in-tray

meeting was called for finalising
the issues to be discussed with the

caretaker government during the

. second round of talks tomorrow.

AL will submit its bank state-
ment to the EC today. AL leaders
Abdul Mannan Khan and BM
Mojammel Haque will submit the
statement around noon. The AL

Ashraf also asked the EC to
examine the application form of
Islamic Democratic Party (IDP)
and see if the party was floated by
leaders of the banned Islamist
outfit Harkat-ul Jihad Al Islami,
Bangladesh (Huji) and it met the
criteria for registration.

He demanded that the govern-

ance about lifting or relaxing the
emergency, he said information
continues to be that there will be
relaxarion or lifting as soon as possi-
ble, and “we will see some
announcement from the govern-
mentyerysoon®.

To another question the en:?lﬁ
said a 10-member core team
come here on November 6 and 12
long-term observers will be here a

mine in all the eight brands in
question--Nido fortified instant,
Red Cow, Yashili 1, Sweet Baby,
Diploma, Anlene, Yashili 2 and
Dano. Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTT) found the
toxic element in Yashili 1 while
private laboratory Plasma Plus
found it in one of the four coded
samplessenttoitby the BSTL

who carried out the tests at the DU
department's laboratory, said the
results are 100 percent correct.
"We are confident about the results
of our tests detecting melamine in
the samples of powdered milk
provided by the BSTI," she said.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Neonatal Forum yesterday
expressed deep concern at the news

Farhad Trust building yesterday
afternoon.

They said the attack on the sculp-
tures is an attack on the culture and
tradition of the country, adding that
the country would be unliveable if
the fundamentalists were not
stopped now.

Academician Dr Anisuzzaman,
columnist Syed Abul Maksud, sculp-

"It is going to be a strategic
process in which Friends of
Pakistan would look into what the
Pakistani government s doing,
what it is planning, and how could
those efforts be supplemented,” he
said.

'POSITIVE SIGNAL'

Officials believe that a "positive
signal" from the IMF may encour-
age international financial institu-

when he takes office in January,
becauseitis akey Muslim ally of the
West with its own nuclear deter-
rent.

11 militants

FROM PAGE 16

where Pakistani troops and Islamic
extremists have been locked in
fierce fighting since August.

presidumendorsed thestatement.  ment ensure Hasina's foolproof later An inter-ministerial meeting  of baby formul ' la- | tor Emdad Hossain, Ajoy Roy of | ti and others to release funds " { heli -
: . . - y formula containing mela . e ons O . Bse | Pakistani helicopter gunships,
! AL will place a set of demands  security, with the protocol of a “Agzain I tell you this is an assess- decided Sunday to test samples of  hine and asked parents to stop Sammll@ta Samajik Andolon, Dhaka | whichare already in the pipeline. jet fighters and am;;]ery hit mlﬁi_
4 including lifdng of the state of prime minister, on her return to the | ment team. Theyare notfullobserver | the same batches of these products feeding all alternative food items University teacher Dr Syed Anwar But is unclear whether this 7§, 0. hideouts, killing 12 militants
emergency, withdrawal of all country. mission. The full observation mis- | aoain. including powdered milk and milk Hossain, *mmmaqder Abdur Rauf, | money will be available over the 4 wounding more than a dozen
"false” charges against its presi- About the formation of a grand sionunnmme&ﬁeruﬂingurmlaﬁns Commerce Adviser Hossain roducts to thelrchildren. human rights activists Dr Hamida | next month to stop Pakistan . oo o senior security official
dent Sheikh Hasina, her uncondi-  alliance, the AL leader said they | theemergency, hesaid. Zillur Rahman yesterday gave nec- P A Rer anly Biabtieeding Labies Hossain, Khushi Kabir and | defaulting. told AEP
tional release, Im! the deferral of  have been continuing formal and Frowe saitlimlhq}' will still l:,e essary Instructions to the experts ¢ o onihe the parents should Shamsuzzaman Khan, among oth- Local administration official
the upazila elections before the jnformal talks with different politi- anmgtnhearamurtds:xm:rmﬁl;tw&e committee convenor, commerce o o Toie food like suji ers, spoke atthe meeting, Ex-lawma_ker Mohammad Jamil confirmed the
ent during the talks. cal parties in this regard. The for- ::nlgermt;asums ministry joint secretary ﬁhichuri T e T matd ' The meeting WﬂfiBth up three L deaths of 12 Taliban fighters in
*We will point out the logic mation of a grand alliance would ;ge ? dent that th Mohammad Ali Patwari, asking him . BBS, LCY : options: PUb}iﬁhdeﬂUP““lE“ﬂ_‘“ AbUl Hossaln Monday's offensive.
behind our demands,” he said. be finalised after Hasina's return KBIBIAR CIESONCERIEIEY | send thasamplestothe FAD Samajtantrik Mohila Forum and | the chiefadviser,acommon editorial The United Nations refugee
Re-d G} f electoral ' are very confident that relaxation T ; Kendrio Khelaghar Asar yesterday | in all newspapers and submitting a - : agency recently said almost
- S A s \ take place and the conditions were Sohel Shahriar Rana, brand : : : acC UIttEd 1n b y :
constituencies, role of polling HC 110 hear right for free and fairelections. aver of Fonterra's Bangladesh demanded banning different | memorandum to the chief adviser 190,000 people had been displaced
ts and television channels About political parties' applica- i tative New Zealand Dai brands of powdered milk tainted | demanding brakes on the funda- from Bajaur since fighting began.
especially BTV during the national ~ FROM PAGE 16 tions for E tin registered with the mpmsr;n % \;fi N aie elemcr:\; with melamine and punishment to | mentalistforces. arms case Pakistan army said in late
elections will also come up for EC's a:gu:ments, the HC shquld Election& ion, the European it A e those corrupt traders for playing The citizens will meet today to STAFF CORRESPONDENT September that more than 1,000
> P not have issued a rule upon it to ; G has been found in the products : : . th : < ) - (o elud] L 4a
discussion, he said. P diplornat said thisis goingtobeastep . AN . ' with the life of children who are the | choosefromtheoptions. militants Including al-Qaeda’s
'[heugidzgue with the care- opiain thee:demare o & foﬂmrdandmmestepstumme,liut. Pauibmais ¥t ?IT alaﬁl:f SE; future ofanation. Prof Murshed said the threat | o, High Court (HC) yesterday D
taker government is very impor- mr-‘[s;l mﬁ:ﬁ}?md three similar | thisisanim rtantstep forward. Lanka, :\ustml:la > b ewche e The government cannot avoid its manifesting itself by forcing authori- | covitted former BNP l}awmaker region, Egyptian Abu Saeed Al-
tant. We hope the differences on  wri setitions regarding the re- Later, lftekhar hinted that the | and these products bear the S8 oo oncibility of ensuring citizens' | fieS 10 [eMONE the sculpturesandthe | b1 Hossain Khan who was earlier  Masti, have beenkilled inits offen-
Pkl Tiniues. will: ba, ‘Teslved dm:mg:ati:l?wemg o {h% withit emergency rules may be relaxed hatrzhches.memethnd the Dhaka safety, the forum members said at a crowing of I;slamt Oikya Iu_lq sentenced to sevenvears'imprison-  SIYEID Bajaur.

: : P di 5 t during the stay of EC observers in | University chemistry department i g S ae Chairman Mufti Fazlul Haque Amini | rment in a case ﬁlEJa oy Lo Eu*n o The US and Afghan govern-
lh'mugh t.hE. discussion _and a}l and it was bEnEI: lﬂmlspﬂﬂlﬂ‘_ 0 Bangladesh who will come on appﬁgdwasdﬂﬁnjtel}rwrﬂng.“ press conlierence. ey demande St]'ikElthﬂundﬂtiﬂﬂﬂflhESlﬂtEaﬂd char esnfpossessing' cgalanns. ments say [slamic militants use the
doubts centring the elections will those he‘fom hearmg e petution Novernber 6. Questiuning the SE'CU[“Y '[ESung of other brands of puwdered te consStitution. s hear‘ing 2 appea] filed by remote border areas of Pakistan to
be removed,” he said urging the forvacatingthestayorder. He said the government was + milkavailable in the market. said the communal forces are : : launch attacks on US-led and Nato

ent and the EC to keep its Another counsel for the EC, | espncouraged by the enthusiasm arrangement of the DU chemistry i a:h heads from local and Abul Hossain Khan against the troops deployed in Afghanistan
. ; v R artm ' rearing their heads from local an icti tri rt i . '
door open for dialogues until fll::lhie:gcthléﬁli::‘éu:‘msa’gi; displiye byf ﬂfg\hpcal_;!&a;ges n gfil;ht haizté:;ta?ﬁi;tigfhges{;ﬂ? Dha.ka Welcomes mtemgﬁﬂnalmnsphade& Eﬂ?;] {:1:'1 E}é tt')h:nclgiin;ﬂ;mi;g Pakistan's tribal regions have
] : connection with their registration. g (i = been wracked by violence since
dﬂgiﬂg‘n that the AL would the stay order had apparently "[tisour firm intention tohavean | plesthere E e : it A e st lheu%n?ern {?st:c_e Sycﬂ Muham?aquAﬂglg thousands of Taligan and al-Qaeda
tak mg‘ olls without become redundant as hearing of | electionthatisfree, fair, and credible, "Besides, the department is not  Ankur Khare from India won hon- | ment for keeping mum on E:jl%}le Usmgmﬂﬂ AUSUCE ar c rebels fled to the country after the
IO URR: DA, S S the writ petitions would be held | and that is also to everyone's inter- | internationally authorised to carry  ourable mention awards at the | when the country is swamped with 935_15_?1 Eu;eer. filed with US-led invasion of Afghanistan in
Hasina, hesaid theelectionswould 5,y est,” hesaid. outsuchtests,” headded event strong protests against the removal Bak e p ;rfaa Slle g late 2001
: credi X . . ' . . : - : tati :
::E:E;im-@r s [mbﬁwihgh f The EC petition for vacating the Iftekhar mentioned the chief Nestlé Bangladesh Managing Organised by Bangladesh ”fﬂ‘“ﬁiﬂwﬂm AT RSy F:bri;%;?élas?ygﬁ. it Bt Earlier on Monday, Pakistani
participation of the ALchief  stay order would remain pending | adviser's announcement that any- : : o d s Syed Abul Maksud said the exis bt , : g

vid : . ' : : : . Director Laurent Therond also Shilpakala Academy (BSA), the OnMav24. 2007, Divisional Special ~ forces killed up to 35 militants near

and other political parties. He withthe HC, and its hearing might thu:‘j; that impedes the process expressed doubts about the DU exhibition will continue at three tence nflﬂtge cn::unu'ytr:l as ﬂ?re mul}ifl:hm S ]E S et At P:E‘n the Afghan border
4 » hopedthatHasinawouldbeableto beheldanytime, he said. would be removed, and “the extent of state would come under threat if the Bansal, - :

take part in the upcoming elections
after being released uncondition-

Upon a writ petition filed by
former BNP state minister Abdul
Mannan, the HC on August 7

the emergency will also be relaxed
accordingly”.

chemistry department findings and
claimed Nido fortified instant to be
safe and free from melamine.

venues simultaneously till
November 19, at the National Art
Gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala

communal forces got their own way.
Pointing to a statement of Amini
in which he bellowed that they will

ished the former BNP lawmaker on
ofkeepingillegal arms.

Abul Hossain Khan later filed an

appeal with the HC against the trial

Pakistani soldiers are battling
militants on three fronts in the
northwest of the country. In the
past, the government has tried

Ashraf said elections under the Stayed for three months the re- . "Itmighthavebeenforthem DU Academy (BSA), Bangladesh | demolish all the statues erected :
emergency would not be credible demarcation of constituencies 3 111 BNP chemistry department] the first National Museum and Osmani | during the Awami League govern- Cﬂlgggtig{:rraﬂle. Rl Ty 2 ﬁ&ufﬁgsﬂ;ﬂﬁ;ﬂ%&ﬁiiﬁgz‘iff:E
and issued a rule on the govern- | coou paGE 1 time they were doing research. I Memorial Hall. ment, Maksud said they are doing | peared for the ex-BNP MP e Sk s nited States _
- ment and the EC to explain why | provisional constitution. politics using the sculptures. P e’ : E
Bl'eaklng EPR the notification on re- When asked about the question- Sculpturesare notidols, hesaid. _
=R demarcation should not bg able process of amending the party's > - Prof Anis an said people o :
BNy, S S | SOt el City jewellery shop | sis=@=ismes | India Snoots
=g T e illegal. | member of the standing committee, individuals who are smashing the
. e AR Earlier, upon two separate writ | told The Daily Star on Monday that

hundred madrasa students vanda-
lised the office of DU Vice Chancellor
Prof SMA Faiz on October 18. They
also threatened that they would not
let the university run if the decisions
taken were notwithdrawn.
Mohammad Easin Arafat, con-
vener of Bangladesh Madrasa

_Chhatra. Andolan Parishad, said

police arrested madrasa students as
they reached the Press Club at
around 10:30am.

Meanwhile, several hundred
madrasa students held a rally on the
DU campus yesterday morning
demanding removal of DU Vice
Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz and accus-
ing him of being involved in a con-
?iraq' not to allow madrasa stu-

entstosome DU departments.

To press home their demands the
students also brought out a protest
procession and marched different
streets on the campus.

etitions the HC had issued simi-
ar rules on the EC and govern-
ment to explain why the gazette
notification on the EC's re-
demarcation of constituencies
should not be declared illegal. All
the petitions are now pending
with the HC.

Tigers

FROM PAGE 16
misfielded a Kyle Mills drive at mid-

on.

Razzak was Bangladesh's best
bowler on the final day, taking three
for 93 while Shakib picked up two
and there was one for Mashrafe.

Bangladesh have a lot of
positives to take into the next Test
starting in Dhaka on Saturday with
encouraging performances from
Shakib, Mehrab Hossain and

he alsodid notgetany copy.

The Daily Star yesterday con-
tacted three members of the stand-
ing committee, all of whom said they
did notseeanycopy of the draft.

One of them however said the
'high command' assured them that
they will be provided with the 'stand-

T Ing commilttee approved provisional

constitution' afteritis printed.

Some other BNP leaders told The
Daily Star that they had also asked
the 'Iiligh command' for copies of the
provisional constitution but had yet
togetit.

Late in the night on October 19,
BNP s.tzmclin%l committee brought
some major changes to its constitu-
tion for gaining eligibility for registra-
tion with the Election Commission
(EC) to contest in the upcoming
parliamentary poll.

The meeting was attended by

FROM PAGE 16
“When the robbers stationed

outside the shop saw me, they
pointed a gun to my head and
forced me to sit down beside the
escalator,” he said, adding, "After

the robbery, they left the. shop

walking.”

He said they were so stunned
that they could notcryforhelp.

Afizul Islam, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Mohammadpur Police
Station told The Daily Star early
today that the owner of the jewel-
ler's claim the robbers made off
with 700 tolas of gold.

The employees of the shop said
they followed the robbers but they
sped away in four CNG-run auto-
rickshaws.

Rajib Hossain, salesman of

Star, "I had turned the cameras on
myself. It is mysterious why they
did not record the robbery."

Nayeem Ahmed, general secre-
tary of the association of the trad-
ers in the market, said, "As
Daffodil University is located
between the fourth and seventh
floors of the building, it is easier
for outsiders to stay there in dis-
guise as students.”

He said another robbery took
place in another jewellery shop
two years ago but none was
arrested and no gold was recov-
ered. If that robbery was
unearthed, such incident might
not have taken place.

OC Afizul Islam said, "An in-
depth investigationis required.”

sculptures now in the name of Islam
went on killing sprees during the
liberation war using the baloney that
Islam would not exist if Pakistan
ceasesto exist.

Dr Anwar said there is no conflict
between Islam and sculptures. He
termed the sculpture haters

“‘distortersofistan’,
to adistorted version of thereligion.

Meanwhile, different political
and cultural organisations contin-
ued to protest the removal of the
statues.

Speakers at a rally of the
Democratic Left Alliance (DLA) said
the communal forces are conspiring
against the culture and the liberation
war gaining from the silence of the
government.

Citing the instance of allowing
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary General
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mojahid,

FROM PAGE 1
"It is a proud moment for us,” said
Science and Technology Minister
Kapil Sibal.

As well as looking to carve out a
larger slice of the lucrative commer-
cial satellite launch market, India,

of their international stature and
economicdevelopment.

The Chandrayaan-1 is being senton
a two-year orbital mission to provide a
detailed map of the mineral, chemical
and lopogmphical characteristics of the
moon ssurface.

"It's a landmark mission ... estab-
lishing India's credentials as a leader
in space technology,” said K.
Kasturirangan, former chairman of
the Indian Space Research
Organisation.

"This effort and similar efforts in
the coming years will put India in a

Kaguya, was successfully launched
in September last year, releasing
two baby satellites which will be
used to study the gravity fields of
the moon among other projects.
As well as the commercial rami-
fications, the development of a

Japan andClﬁnaalsoseemeirm space._race.in, Asia. has. security

implications.

Thaksin jailed

FROM PAGE 16

made Thaksin the first politician
convicted of corruption committed
while prime minister, but it did little
to resolve the country’s political
standofi.

Thaksin remains the most influ-
ential politician in the country,
adored by the rural poor and loathed
by many of the urban elite. His
brother-in-law, Somchai

DU authorities have filed a case’ Rahim. In the end though, heart- | Rine members of the committee . loiz o . He also termed the CCTV cam- | wanted di - - L 32 Wongsawat, the current prime min-
: e A cludingth chief. neighbouring jewellery shop Warid : anted accused inagraftcase, intoa | unique position to be an active b :
Emm lsn'lﬁop‘;ﬁ‘des'::f.im people ﬂe e slt;he ol ththeme as | s ]ewilflers. sai%l], " sawwmreeptn four €ras not recording the robbery | meeting with the chief adviser, they | ner in major ?nbal efforts involving  15t€5 tiasrbeep labelled = Tha;k‘c"fl
\ ce Station regard- gladesh remained the nearly ! £ Tewell _ mysterious. alleged that the government was | planetary exploration and exploita- puppet by anti-government protest-
ingthe attackon the VCs office. men for one more day. T Kadll employees of Amin Jewellers run told AFP ers demanding his ouster.

.+ Jamaat charter

FROM PAGE 1

avoided even now by not making

the dialogue process endless.
Political parties' right to being

consulted about electoral reforms

ning down shouting 'catch them...
catch them'.”

He said he did not even realise
that a robbery was taking place
nextdoor.

Even though the close circuit

Soon after the robbery, person-
nel from various intelligence
agencies rushed to the spot. They
talked to several people at the
spot. Detective Branch of Police
picked up nine people from the

giving shelter to the fundamentalist
forces.

Teachers and students from the
fine arts faculty of Dhaka University
and cultural activists vowed to resist
any axis of evil formed against free

tion,” Kasturiran

India first staked its case forashare
of the commercial launch market by
sending an Italian satellite into orbitin
April last year. In January, it launched
an Israeli spy satellite in the face of

Anti-government protesters have
been camped at the prime minister's
office compound in Bangkok for
nearly two months, demandin% all
vestiges of Thaksin's legacy be abol-
ished.

| & AR e T YL AT LT S L

: ¢ [ranian protests.
ann : . : . _ arts. prot .y e
;:1;:31‘::111“*“5 in the four-party l]m CEFIHA;TEMﬁRtS\:fS is valuable, he said, adding, "It | television (CCTV) cameras were shoppingcentre forquestioning. pm;gz;ﬂfat a press conference But it st ha.salnni o 1 At S, w‘rtusoamII}rCha]rasi g{t::b thm:lt i
coalition, applied f i i cannot be used as a means of | turned on, they had no footage of On July 8, robbers looted about iade knrd : ¢ | catch up with China which, together paralysed byhe prolests. e
, applied for registration CONSTITUTION r announced to hold a convention ol | . oy Jry e d States. Russia and the The court case Tuesday stemmed

Monday.

In the last two days, the expert
committee scrutinised the
revised constitutions and other
documents attached to their
applications.

They have decided to ask the
parties to correct their charters so
those keep to the registration
laws.

The EC will step in if the com-
mittee fails to make the parties

For amendments to the RPO,
Jamaat was forced to bring some
major changes in its constitution
to getregistered with the EC.

But its revised constitution still
has a number of provisions that
clash with those in the country's
constitution, the supreme law of
theland.

The EC committee finds sec-
tion 5(3) of Jamaat's charter to be
in conflict with the country's

obstructing the holding of elec-
tions timely. No one can be allowed
to insist on the release of those who
are convicted and/or wholesale
withdrawal of cases as a condition
for participating in elections.”
Asked to comment on the
appearance of absconding Jamaat-
e-Islami Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Muhammad Mojahid at a
dialogue with the chief adviser, Dr
Kamal said, "When a person

the robbery. However, they had
footages of occurrences before and
after the robbery.

Manager Rakhal told The Daily

700 tolas of gold worth over Tk 1.5
crore and Tk 4.07 lakh in cash from
a jewellery shop at Mirpur in the
capital.

Govt to cut

FROM PAGE 1
"We've taken the move as cost of
crude oil on the global market

compressed natural gas. He said
fares in other cities and for long
distant buses will come down.

artists and cultural activists to formm a
national committee which would
prepare a guideline for sculptures
and otherinstallations.

They called for formation of a
forum comprising artists, critics,
architects and city planners, which
would devise a policy for erecting
sculptures at important public
places.

The artists called for naming the
roundabout in front of Zia
International Airport as Lalan

European Space Agency, is already
well established in the commercial
launchsector.

Chinese officials have spoken of a
manned mission to the moon in the
future, after following the United
States and the former Soviet Union
last month by carrying out a space

A more immediate goal is the
establishment of an orbiting space
lab, with Beijing's long-term ambi-
tion to develop a rival to the

from Pojaman Shinawatra's $23
million purchase of a 13.2-acre plot
of land in central Bangkok, from the
Financial Institutions Development
Fund, a government agency setup to
bailout Eebt-ridden banks.

It was estimated to be worth three
times what she paid.

Thaksin, who served as pnme
minister from 2001-2006, is accused
of violating several laws, including
one thatbars prime ministers or their
spouses from doing business with

conform to the registration constitution, ECsourcessaid wanted by the law appears in pub- | dropped about50 percent,” Special ricts [ ional S Stati ioi governmentagencies.

a : : . raRg e — He however was not optimistic uare. nternational Space Station, a joint

requirements, said sources. The section urges organised lic and no action is taken and no | Assistant to the CA M Tamim told  4pout the country's gas cgisis He > Abdush Shakur, AbuNaser, Abdus | Project involving the United States, The 59-year-old former tycoon-
Meanwhile, the committee has ' ’

yet to accept Awami League's (AL)
provisional constitution turned in
on October 15, since it still pro-
vides for associate organisations

efforts to end all types of repres-
sion, exploitation, corruption
and injustice by establishing ‘just
rule of Islam and of honest peo-
ple'.

explanation is given, questions
arise whether the rule of law is not
beingundermined.”

On the so-called "minus-two"
formula, he refrained from making

reporters in Bangladesh Secretariat
yesterday.

He hinted that the government
will monitor fluctuations of inter-
national fuel oil prices, and might

said there is no possibility of solv-
ing the gas crisis soon. "But the
crisis will be eased in a year, due to
the short term step taken by the
government.”

Sattar, Emdad Hossain, Khushi
Kabir, Nisar Hossain, Maniruzzaman
and theatre artist Shahidul Alam
Sacchu, among others, were present
atthe press conference.

Russia, Japan, Canada and a clutch
of European countries.

Japan has also been boosting its
space programme and has seta goal
of sending an astronaut to the moon
by 2020.

turned-politician faces a string of
court cases and investigations into
alleged corruption ancgla abuse of
power during his sixyears in office.
Thaksin has repeatedly pro-
claimed his innocence and says the

consisting of students and work- On the other hand, the pream- | a0y comment, (erming it a past | even slash domestic prices further - . Dhaka University students Py 3 :
’ s " ik, : : mi ol Japan's first lunar probe, charges are politically motivated.
ETS. Sy ble to the cuunr_ry's constitution | SSUE I'he historians will debateon | in the near future for adjustment, if h nge 30(1(1 li;ﬂrl‘:‘cublcfeet'ﬂfﬁjas formed a human chain in frontof the P . P The court also ordered Tuesday a
The commission s experts thie." as been added this month in the

already met an AL delegation
Thursday and asked them to

4 correctthe relevant provision.

reads: ".... it shall be a fundamen-
tal aim of the state to realise
through the democratic process a
socialist society, free from exploi-

Asked if the election can be held
after withdrawing the state of emer-
gency, he said, "So long as the law

necessary.

Tamim, who is responsible for
advising the CA on energy, power
and mineral resources, said the

pipelines from Sangura gas field
while Fenchuganj gas field added
another 15 million cubic feet.

university central library demanding
the environment for freethinking
and free practice of arts.

Fine-arts students of the univer-

Obama to break
campaign for

fresh arrest warrant for Thaksin, who
already has several warrants out for
him in connection with other cor-
ruption cases.

4 As the party has yet to respond,  tation--a society in which the rule | can be enforced effectively, yes, we | government will still have to subsi- _"We are hoping another 100 | sity posed as sculptures and A
the EC now plans to issue a letter of law, fundamental human | can do it without emergency. If you | dise oil import, but the ratio will be i lon cubic: feet will b? added‘b}“r paracedaon th.e sy o Sle gl'an dma B Omb blaSt
directing it to get rid of the provi-  rights and freedom, equality and | can ensure that, we maynotneedto | lesserthan the presentone. Jariuary, edsing; the crisis 'a bif, >amysbadi Dal ol Banglal e FROM PAGE 16

sion contradicting the RPO condi-
tion, sources in the EC said.
Meanwhile, HM Ershad-led
Jatiya Party (JP) that also applied
for registration on October 15 has

justice, political, economic and
social, will be secured for all
citizens.”

The EC committee also found
that section 2 (5) of Jamaat's

have emergency. The Election
Cornmission should be the judge of
this."

Reiterating the idea of a post-
election unity, Dr Kamal said elec-

Fuel oil prices dipped on the
international market again yester-
day, after recent gains in expecta-
tion that OPEC will unveil plans to
cutoutputlater this week.

Tamim said.

The government was forced to
hike state-set fuel oil prices by 34 to
66 percent on July 1 this year, as oil
prices soared on the international

and Bangladesh Chhatra Union
brought out processions protesting
the removal of the sculptures.
Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi
Goshthi will hold cultural
programme at the Shaheed Minar

AFP, West Palm Beach, Florida

Democrat Barack Obama will leave
the White House trail later this week
to head to the side ofhis gravely ill 85-

1“It was a powerful bomb which
exploded at around 7:45 pm (In-
dian time),” the official said by
telephone from Imphal.

All of the victims were civilians,

corrected a provision following charter undermines the plenary | tions should strengthen a national The world oil market has been  Market, butnowitis trying to bring year-old grandmother in Hawail, just  he added.

the EC committee's objection to  lawmaking powers bestowed on | consensus and seegtthhat the govern- | witnessing the price dwindling the pﬁ““f d"'}m Aguin as those are e S i The blast came two days after

that. parliament by the country's | ment can find it possible to involve | between $70 and $80 a barrel for Plummetinginternationally. Bail Orders mﬂtl: Emri?dx?e:?;?; ‘}EL?I;:&] unknown guerrillas carried out a
In response, the EC has asked constitution. those in the opposition to comeinto | thelastfewweeks. The current domestic price of Wieooriain rit Tk vl (hil Hifve enade attack outside the fortified

its officials to provide the party

with a registration certificate, said
sources at the EC Secretariat.

As per the provision in ques-
tion, the JP parliamentary board

It says people must not accept
anyone except Allah as law-
making authority.

The commirttee also opined
that sections 6 (4) and 3 (1) of

agovernment of national unity.

Khulna AL
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Energy Secretary Mohammad
Mohsin said the ministry assessed
the price situation and is preparing
several options to adjust fuel oil
pricesathome,

diesel and kerosene is Tk 55 a litre,
price of petrol is Tk 87 a litre, while
octaneisTk90alitre.

International price of crude oil
plummeted after reaching record
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The court however tumed down the

HC stay orders on the proceedings of
two separate cases a%(ainst
Mosharraf Hossain and Kamal

Hawaii on Thursday, before throwing
himself back into full bore cam-
paigning Saturday, advisor Robert
Gibbs said.

Obama's grandmother Madelyn

ome of Manipur Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh also in Imphal
city. No one was injured in that
explosion.
No one has claimed responsibil-

was allowed to pick parliamentary  Jamaat's charter seek to chip away | his Khalishpurhouse. "We will fin ot ot high of 147 dollars a barrel in July. Majumder. Dunham played an instrumental ity forTuesday’s attack, but 19 rebel
candidates all by itself, whereas at the supreme authority of the According to Rab-6, the upﬁunsbyt_heen; Efsfhiﬂeeﬂ;; Experts attribute the rec);nt Jn“’ ACC and the National Board | role in his upbringing and he lauded ﬁlmuis ﬁiﬂlﬁr ﬁesf Ea:h‘?d‘
: the RPO says that for registration  country's constitution. arrestees were known to the slain | will send it to the chief adviser by declining trend in oil prices to LU L o e LEL 22 2L Anchox, of s .t e fﬁtg Chf?ngﬂs rangiﬂ mmpﬁgr;ig
with the EC an organisation must The sections encourage efforts | AL leader for long and had an easy | next week for his consent,” Mohsin  lesser consumption of fuel oil in f Thestayarceron fieproceedings | convention speechinAugust. lands for tribal gmu;g)s to the repeal
have a provision for its contes- to bring about necessary changes | accesstohisresidence. told reporters yesterday ; developed countries, especially in RI 2 tax-evasi:;nlgase againgt MK In the last few weeks her health of a draconian anti-terror law.
tants to be chosen from panels “31' the 5;:“-‘ system to ensure com- The elite force yesterday recov- He however anticipéled a price  the US which is the world's largest a;noﬂrn‘:?s;&;ﬁc ‘works minister Eﬁ gﬁﬂiﬂ‘;ﬁ‘-@ﬂ?fs‘:ﬂwﬂi ‘Eﬂfﬁ‘; Earlier this month, five people
tele‘lit:dbythspmm:m. R ra?te nar;rvglce of Islan;n. and to | ered Zaman's cellphone from | cut of 10 percent or more, but said  consumer of oil and also the epi- | Mirza Abbas had secured bail in a | told reporters on Obama’s plane in were injured in an explosion during
s committee will as egdu e country's inde- | Ashutosh Bepari sold to him by | the final decision will come from centre of the current global eco- | tax-evasion case after being sen- | Florida, declining to give further & Hindu religious festival in
the district- and upazila-level pendence and sovereignty | Iran, whoclaims Apurbaand Sohag | the CA. nomicrecession. tenced to five years in jail. The NBR | detailsof Dunham's condition. Guwahati, the largest city in Assam
election officials to check authen-  through revival of Islamic values | hit Zaman with alog and killed him Asked whether transport fares Bangladesh government's | filedthecase. "It is for that reason Senator State,whichadjoinsManipur.
ticity of the information provided and national unity. in order to save him from his attack. | will also be cut, Tamim said fares initial projection of oil subsidy for Advocate MAAzizKhanappeared | Obama has decided to change his Thousands of people have lost
by the parties on their offices and Mojahid said interpreting the The three made their confes- | willbeslashedbutwillnothaveany 2008-'09 fiscal vear is at Tk lyﬂﬂo for the ACC and the government, | schedule on Thursday and Fridayso ~ their lives in insurgency-driven
committees atthe grassrootslevel.  sections as against the constitu- | sional statements in the afternoon : * - : while barrister Rafique-ul Hug, | thathe can see her and spend some  Violence in six of Indias seven

Besides, the EC has already
sought from the home ministry a

tion is akin to depriving one of his
right to freedom of religion.

at the Court of Chief Metropolitan

Magistrate, Khulna,

great impact in Dhaka and
Chittagong, as most public trans-
ports in the two cities are fuelled by

crore, but according to an energy
ministry official, it is likely to come
down to around Tk 400 crore.

e e

advocate Abdul Baset Majumder and
barrister Ahsanul Karim stood for the
accused.

time with her. He will be re Ing to
the campaign trail on Saturday,” said

Gibbs.

northeastern states since the coun-
try's independence from the
Britishin 1947.
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