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Kapil warns ot
legal action

CRICINFO, undated
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Kapil Dev, the Indian Cricket
League (ICL) chairman, has said
taking legal action will be the only
option left if the International
Cricket Council (ICC) doesn't
respond to the league's bid for
official recognition at its next board
meeting, possibly in November

The ICL had issued a letter to the
|CC to convene a board meeting after
the talks with the Board of Control for
Cricketin India (BCCI) failed.

"l think we are on very good
ground as far as a legal case goes,”
Kapil said. "Eventually we will do
that [take legal action]. We are not
the ones who are enforcing bans on
players orumpires.”

Subhash Chandra, chairman of
the Essel Group, which owns the
ICL, and Himanshu Mody, the
league's business head, had met
BCClI president Shashank
Manohar and N Srinivasan, the
board's secretary, in New Delhi but
the talks barely lasted 15-20 min-
utes and they failed to arnve at a
common ground.

Manohar met officials of the ICL
for the first time since the league
was set up in April 2007 after its
request for recognition came up for
discussion at the ICC board meet-
ing in Dubai earlier this month. It
was decided at that meeting that
Manohar would provide a written
report to the ICC board "in due
course” after discussions with the
ICL

Kapil said he was unhappy with
the way the talks were conducted.
"I wasn't there but I believe they
said 'you shut down the ICL then
we will talk’. There is no point In
talking after that. We will now wait
for 21 days to decide our future
planofaction.”

Naghmi to quit

CRICINFO, undated

The administrative revamp of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
continues apace with Shalqat
Naghmi, an influential senior
official from the previous regime,
wanting to step down with a new
chairman now in place.

Naghmi, the board's chief operat-
ing officer, joined the PCB as a sea-
soned governmental bureaucrat
during the tenure of Nasim Ashrafin
2007 and quickly became a key higure
in the board. When Ashraf resigned

the de facto head of the board. But
the arrival of [jaz Butt, with whom he
is believed to have a poor relation-
ship, has prompted him to recon-
sider his future.

I don't think I have much to
contribute to this administration,”
Naghmi told Cricinfo. "Apparently
a letter has been sent to the govern-
ment from the board asking them
to appoint me somewhere else. |
came here because it is a game we
all love in this country and | wanted
to contributetoit.”

There seems little doubt he will
not go, especially in light of a state-
ment made by Butt at his first press
conference since becoming chair-

man. Responding to reports that |
senior officials had been trying to |

take away documents and files
from the board's headquarters at
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PHOTO:. AFP
Britain's Andy Murray shows the winner’s trophy after beating France's Gilles Simon in the final of the Madrid

Masters on Sunday.

Murray wants consistency
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AFP, Madrid

Andy Murray insisted on Monday
that despite winning successive
Masters titles, he is still far behind
the big three elite of the men's game.

"I've beaten Federer, Nadal and
Djokovic, but I'm still a long way
behind the top three,"” Murray said
after muscling to the Madrid
Masters title with a 6-4, 7-6 (8/6)
title victory over France's Gilles
Simon on Sunday.

"I've played great the past three
months,” added the losing US
Open finalist to Federer, whom he
defeated in the Madrid semis.

"But those guys have been
unbelievable the past couple of
years. They are so consistent on
every surface. They've been awe-
some and I'm not close. I've got a

| lotofworktodo.”

Murray, who has now won four
titles this year and clinched the

!, Cincinnati Masters in the summer,
in August, Naghmi became, in effect, |

Gaddafi Stadium, Butt seemingly |
singled out Naghmi. "Yesterday :

there was a man runnmng out -
with due apologies it was the chief

operating officer, who tried to take |

some files with him in his car.”
Nadeem Akram, director HR

and another key figure in the Ashraf |

administration, has been eased
out, while reports suggest that
Mansoor Suhail, director media,
will also go the way of Naghmi, and
backtoagovernment posting.

The developments come swiftly
on the heels of the resignation of
Salahuddin Ahmed as chief selec-
tor and that of Talat Ali, the team’s
manager over the last two years.
One official summed up the
changes succinctly: “The board has
apparently become a revenge
house where each administration
tries to eradicate everything and
everyone from the previous one.”

CHITS FROM CHITTAGONG
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majority of Indian supporters
couldn't stop feeding information
from Cricinfo's live scorecard.
Some Pakistani fans sympa-
thised but the second innings
collapse in Mohali was a bitter pill
to swallow for the Aussie faithful.
The two trans-Tasman rivals
have been having a bad week in the
sub-continent to say theleast

Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan
look seven wickets in an innings on third day
of the first Test against New Zealand on
Sunday and recorded the best performance

by a Bangladesh play®r.

said that his weekend win over

Federer extracted a big emotional
toll.

"After playing Saturday it was
tough for me, I was mentally tired,”
said the world number four.

"My legs felt a bit heavier today,
due in part to the situation I was in.
The lactic acid builds up.

"I didn't come here expecting to
win the tournament. I'd practised
very well but there is a difference
between that and playing well. But
now I'm building some more confi-
dence.”

The victory in just over 90 min-
utes turned on the big serve of the
Scot, who fired ten aces and became
the first British player to win four
ATP titles in the same season.

His Madrid success occurred
just three months after he won the
first Masters shield of his career at
Cincinnati. He also claimed the
2008 titles in Doha and Marseille.

Despite living in Spain as a teen-
ager for more than a year Murray
had to apologise to the crowd.

"I was here but I never learned
proper Spanish. I promise that if |
have to stand up here next year, I'll

make the victory speech in
Spanish,"” he said.

Murray admitted that the 2009
transformation of the indoor event
into an outdoor spectacular on clay
for men and women, which will be
played in the run-up to the French
Open in May, might limit his future
title chances at a new venue in the
city.

"I'm not much of a clay-court
player so I'm not sure if I will be up
here again," he confessed. "I will
certainly make it my business to try
and improve.”

Murray will play next week in St
Petersburg in the defence ofhis 2007
title while Simon said he might rest
instead of playing in Lyon, saving his
final run for a possible spot in the
Masters Cup for the Paris Masters
oneweeklater.

"My tough (semifinals) against
Rafa was one reason I lost,” said the
provisional 11th place man for one
of four remaining vacant spots in
Shanghai at the season wrap-up.

"I was really tired today. Andy
knew it, he just wanted to make me
run, right-left.”

ICC's é:iuse

' for concern

PTI1, Mumbai

The International Cricket
Council's (ICC) medical commit-
tee has expressed concerns about
the players performing in
extremely hot conditions and will
study the issue in detail next year.

Peter Harcourt, the head of the
ICC's medical committee, has said
in the latest issue of its quarterly
publication that one area which
the committee would look into
more closely "is the impact of
playing of cricket in extreme heat.

"The committee noted that there
is more and more international
cricket being scheduled in very hot
weather conditions and we think itis
important that correct steps are
taken to protect the health of athletes
in these circumstances,” he hassaid.

"The ICC already has some
sensible guidelines in place that
enable the taking of extra drinks
but this clearly is an area that mer-
its further research and we hope to
commence a project to look into
this from 2009," he has noted.

The five-member committee,
which met for the first ime in May,
feels one of its priorities is to make
up enough ground and catch up
with other leading team sports on
anti-doping issues.

"Cricket has made significant
progress over the last 18 months but
it still has ground to make up on
some ofthe other leading team sport.

"It is now important for all of the
leading member countries to
implement their own WADA [World
Anti Doping Agency]-compliant
national anti-doping codes as a high
priority,” Harcourt has observed.

Dhaka, Rajshahi
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Dhaka were bundled out for 254 to

concede an 89-run first-innings
lead but after the day's play, the
visitors were 169 runs away from
victory with all the wickets intact.

Chasing a winning target of 203,
Dhaka scored 34 in the second
innings before stumps were drawn
for the day.

Earlier, overnight pair Marshal
Ayub and Nazmul Hossain com-
pleted their half centuries but the
last four made ducks to confirm
their team's first innings deficit.

Rashedur Rahman claimed five
wickets for 38 while his new ball
partner Nazmul took three wickets.

BARISAL-KHULNA

Barisal batted throughout the third
day after resuming the day on 2-0
but managed only 169-9 that gave
them an overall lead 0f 247.

Imran Ahmed occupied the
crease for three hours to make
team highest 34 off 130 balls that
saw three boundaries.

Robiul Islam claimed three
wickets for 34 and Murad Khan 3-
ol.

SCORES IN BRIEF

RAJSHAHI: Firstinnings 438-9dec
CHITTAGONG: Firstinnings 120 all
out (overnight 54-3) (Salahuddin
12, Nafis 43, Masum 0, Tariq 2,
Faisal 24, Hasan 0, Nadimuddin 25,
Yasin 11, Younus 1, Moktar 0, extras
2: Shuvo 5-34, Farhad 1-34, Alamgir
2-28, Shafiul 2-12) and second
innings 207-7 (Salahuddin 78,
Nafis 3, Masum 10, Tariq 49°*, Faisal
47,Hasan 2, Yasin 0, Nadimuddin 3,
Younus 1*, extras 14; Shafiul 1-24,
Shuvo 2-98, Farhad 4-72).

India five
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by White when he had him caught
by Michael Hussey at mid-off while
Sehwag offered a thick edge off
Peter Siddle (1-62) to Haddin
behind the stumps.

The Mohali Test will be followed
by ones in New Delhi (October 29-
November 2) and Nagpur (Novem-
ber6-10).

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth
day of the second Test between India
and Australia at the Punjab Cricket
Association Stadium on Monday:
INDIA: First innings 469 (Ganguly
102, Dhoni 92, Tendulkar 88;
Johnson 3-85, Siddle3-114)
AUSTRALIA: First innings 268
(Watson 78, Hussey 54; Mishra 5-
71,Harbhajan 2-60, Sharma2-68)
INDIA: Second innings (overnight
100-0)

Gambhir c Hussey bWhite 104
Sehwag c Haddin b Siddle 90
Dhoninotout 68
Ganguly cClarke b Lee 27
Tendulkar notout 10

Extras: (b-3,1b-4, nb-3,w-5) 15
Total: (For three wkis declin 65 overs) 314

wickets

Did not bat: Dravid, Laxman, Mishra,
Harbhajan, Zaheer, Sharma.
Fall of wickets: 1-182,2-224,3-290.

Bowler o Lokt ", R |
Lee 14 0 6l 1
Siddle 15 1 62 ]
Johnson ) e - 0
White B.. .0 a0 1
Watson Bt UL el 0
Hyssey g+l ;8D 0
Clarke Lol 6 0
AUSTRALIA: Second innings

Hayden Ibwb Harbhajan 29
Katich c Tendulkar b Harbhajan 20
Ponting b Sharma 2
Husseylbwb Harbhajan 1
Clarke notout 42
Watson lbwb Sharma 2
Haddin notout 37
Extras: (b-4,nb-4) B8

Total: (For five wktsin 46 overs) 141
To bat: White, Lee, Siddle, Johnson.
Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-50, 3-52, 4-
52,5-58.

Bowler 0O M R W
Zaheer f 1 44 0
Sharma 9 4 29 2
Harbhajan 4 R 3
Mishra 9 R 0
Sehwag T 7 0

SYLHET: First Innings 343 and
second innings 113 all out
(Rahman 24, Imtiaz 8, Saikat 27,
Mithun 17, Kamrul 4, Shafiullah 0,
Ejaz 4, Nabil 3, Tapash 11, Nazmul
0, Rashedur3*).

DHAKA: First innings 254 all out
(overnight 183-5) (Javed 4, Anwar
5, Shamsur 76, Nadif 0, Riyad 44,
Marshal 59, Nazmul 54, extras 10;
Nazmul 3-49, Rashedur 5-38, Nabil
1-104) and second innings 34-0
(Javed 23*, Anwar 10*, extras 1).
BARISAL: First innings 288 and
second innings 169-9 (Uttam 3,
Hannan 6, Faruque 24, Imran 34,
Nasir 19, Rony 9, Arafat 20,
Shaheen 8, Sajedul 6*, Talha 15,
Tariqul 0%, extras 25; Robiul 3-34,
Zia 1-15, Murad 3-51, Nazmus 2-
20).

KHULNA: Firstinnings 210.

Nazimuddin
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He completed his first 50 in the

tournament with an eye-pleasing
six straight back over bowler's
head. Nazimuddin also struck five
fours with three down to the cover-
point boundary. Shahriar, who
looked unconvincing against pace,
scored a chancy 30 off 27 balls that
contained six fours.

Alok Kapali, who smashed a
magnificent 100 against
Hyderabad Heroes in their last
game, looked in ominous form
again scoring 34 off 25 balls. He also
shared 46 runs with his captain
Habibul Bashar for the fourth
wicket in no time before mistiming
an attempted pull at mid-on. After
no shows in the first two games
Bashar also came to the party with
a 23-ball 28 not out that featured a
sweetly timed sixin the last over.

The Worriers lost their first two
games against Chennai and
Hyderabad in the eight-team ball
bashing competition.

Kallis asks for
Fletcher tips

AFP, Joharmesburg

South African all-rounder Jacques
Kallis has turned to former England
coach Duncan Fletcher as he tries
to end a batting slump before
facing bitter rivals Australia in an
end-of-year Test series.

Kallis averaged just 14.85 runs
during the series triumph in
England and his poor form contin-
ued this weekend in the national
championship with the Eastern
CapeWarriors.

He was bowled for just 17 and 12
as the Port Elizabeth-based fran-
chise slipped to a 196-run loss
against former champions
Northern Titans Sunday in a third-
round fixture.
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RAISHAHI FOOTBALL LLEAGUE
Easy win for

Abahani

ST:}_FF CORRESPONDENT

Top-level football returned to
Rajshahi after a long time with the
DSA Cup Premier and Flrst
Division leagues kicking off at the
north-Bengalheadquarters,

Abahani Krira Chakra recorded a
comfortable 3-1 victory against
Shiroil Colony Sporting Club in the
Premiership yesterday with a brace
from Payel in the seven and 55 min-
utes at the Rajshahi Stadium. Bulu
added the other for the winners in
the 18th minute while Babu reduced
the arrears for Shiroil in the 68th.

In First Division, Nasir slotted a
hattrick to help Upashahar SC beat
Aleef-Lam-Meem 5-3. Nasir scored
four goals while Minhaj also got on
the scoresheet for the winners.
Sohel struck twice and Imran one
for thelosers.

Baderganj off to
wining start

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Baderganj upazila defeated Pirganj
2-1 in the Inter-upazila football
tournament which began here at
the Rangpur Zila School ground
yesterday.

Rangpur District Football
Association (DFA) is organising the
eight-team meet, sponsored by
Rangpur Dental College.

Commander of joint forces of
Rangpur Lt Col Kazi Kaisar Hossain
declared the tournament open.
DFA president Mostafa Azad
Chowdhury and secretary Monjur
Ahmed Azad were also present.

Identical wins
for IBAIS, AUAP

SPORTS REPORTER

IBAIS and Asian University of Asia
Pacific (AUAP) recorded identical
3-0 wins in the Inter-private uni-
versity football tournament at the
Army Stadium yesterday.

Kibria, Rajib and Aldrich scored
one goal each to help IBAIS beat
Gono Bishwabidyalaya while AUAP
rode on strikes by Munim,
Manzoor and Shakil to blank Asian
University of Bangladesh.

First session
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favourite to win the game) because
the game is evenly poised. The first
session is going to be crucial, and
how we approach it,” said the
Otago batsman.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close on the fourth
day of the first Test between
Bangladesh and New Zealand at
the Chittagong Divisional Stadium
on Monday:

BANGLADESH: First innings 245
(Mehrab 83, Mushfiqur 79; Vettori
5-59)

NEW ZEALAND: First innings 171
(Vettori 55 not out; Shakib 7-36)
BANGLADESH: Second innings
(overnight 188-8)

Tamim c & bVetton 33
Zunaed c Redmond b Mills b
Rajinlbwb Patel 6
Ashraful c Redmond bVetton 0
Mehrab c Mills b Patel 6
Mushfiqurb O'Brien 32
Shakib c Taylor b Vettori 71
Naeem |bwb Vettori 19
Mashrafe st McCullum b Redmond 44
Razzak cTaylorb O'Brien 18
Shahadatnotout 0
Extras: (b-4,1b-1,nb-2) 7

Total: (Alloutin 107.3 overs) 242
Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-36, 3-37, 4-
49,5-71,6-127,7-175, 8-180, 9-220.

Bowler O M R wW.
Mills 18 2 E55 ]
O'Brien 17 7 28 2
Vetton 82 13 08 4
Patel 20 % 53 2
Oram 8 %219 0
Redmond 2.3 1 8 ]
NEW ZEALAND: Second innings
Howb Razzak 36
Redmond not out 62
Ryder run out 38
Vettorinot out 0
Extras: (b-5,1b-3,w-1) 9

Total: (For two wkts in 64 overs) 145
To bat: Taylor, McCullum, Flynn,
Oram, Mills, O'Brien, Patel.
Fall of wickets: 1-55, 2-145.

Bowler LM w
Mashrafe 6 2 16 0
Shahadat 9 ] 32 0
Razzak 19 6 33 1
Shakib 22 9 34 0
Mehrab 2 SR - 0
Nayeem 5 TR 0
Ashraful 1 D=9 0

Booters end
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before this game, made three
changes to their regular line-up but
tournament top scorer Phan
Thanh Binh's fourth goal in three
matches sealed a point for Mai Duc
Chung's side, which trained in
China for this tournament.

The equaliser came in the 62nd
minute when CS Dong Thap striker
Thanh Binh avoided Nazrul's final
charge and fooled the rival defence
with acheeky shot past Aminul.

Manik, yet to come out of his
defensive shellin his firstassignment
as national coach, did not go for a
winner in the remaining time as he
seemed satisfied withthe draw.

Robin replaced Zahid after 76
minutes but the striker was
instructed to play just ahead of the
defence line to secure the 2-2
scoreline.

The team will return home after
midnighttonight.

Bangladesh squad: Aminul,
Ariful, Nazrul, Sujan, Rajani, Waly,
Zahid, Arman Aziz, Sharif, Matiur
Munnaand Emily.

@he Daily Star

Simmo not in for Jaques

iﬁ' Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Australia will resist the temptation
to fast-track Andrew Symonds's
return from exile and send him to
India to bolster the struggling
Australian team, reports said
Monday.

Cricket Australia (CA) chief
executive James Sutherland, in
Mohali watching the second Test,
sald the troubled all-rounder
remained off limits to the selectors
as they consider a replacement for
injured reserve batsman Phil
Jaques.

Opening batsman Jaques is
being sent home from the Indian
tour because of abackinjury.

“It's not an issue for the selec-
tors at this stage,” Sutherland told
The Sydney Morning Herald.

"“There are medical and other
related issues that are being
worked through as part of the

process. There is a staged process
that Andrew has got to go through.
"He is back playing cricket, which
is good, but there is a whole lot of
other things that need to be satisfied
before we get to a stage for the selec-
tors to have aninterest in it.”
Symonds was axed from
Australia's team after opting to go
fishing rather than attend a com-

ANDREW SYMONDS

I

pulsory team meeting during their
one-day series against Bangladesh
in Darwin in August.

It was the latest drama to engulf
him during the past year.

He was involved in an on-field
dispute with Indian spinner
Harbhajan Singh in Sydney last
January, upset Australian officials
by declaring he would not play in
Pakistan and was fined for missing
ateam bus in the West Indies.

Sutherland said he has taken an
interest in the rehabilitation of
Symonds and was confident the
33-year-old would play again for
his country.

"I have spent some time with
him and I know others have, and
the thing I am pleased about is that
he knows what he wants to do and
perhaps there have been times in
the course of the last year when he
hasn't really known what is impor-
tant to him," Sutherland said.

"I am satisfied that he is working
in the right direction to play cricket
for Australia again.”

CRICINFO, undated

In a week of surprising, distressing
events -- turbulence in the airline
industry, the crash of the stock
market and the collapse of a flyover
in Delhi -- the one foreseeable
positive was Sachin Tendulkar
becoming the world's leading run-
getter in Tests. Yetwhen he gotit the
response at the ground was
underwhelming -- because the
stands were largely empty.

There are various reasons put
forward but IS Bindra, the Punjab
Cricket Association chief, con-
ceded the paying public has been
"short-changed” in most Indian
grounds and he promised to
improve conditions in Mohali.

The poor turnout had people
wondering if Test cricket still retains
its popularity, for the same venue
was sold out for the IPL and last
year's one-dayer between India and
Pakistan. IS Bindra, the Punjab
Cricket Association president, said
one of the reasons for the disap-
pointing numbers could be the
number of matches Mohali hosted
last year. "We had 13 matches last
year... Mohali, with a populationof 1
million, cannot sustain in terms of
crowd response,” Bindra said.
"That's what our research says."
Chandigarh, the big city where the

teams stay during matches in
Mohali, may have afraction more,

Another reason for the poor
turnout could be the mental
demands of watching Test cricket,
which is different to watching ODIs
and Twenty20s, offering fewer
moments of obvious excitement and
requiring far more concentration.

Perhaps the most significant
factor, and one which Bindra him-
self conceded, is the poor spectator
facilities -- ironic, because Mohali's
facilities are unmatched in India --
and the stringent security mea-
sures. Getting to the ground is hard
enough -- the police don't allow
anyone other than VIPs to bring
their cars within a kilometre of the
stadium. One of the most ridiculous
security procedures was to force
people down a 200-metre path
when there was another, more
direct route a quarter of the length.
“That route is meant only for VIPs,"
asecurityofficial said.

Having reached the ground, the
spectator is faced with restrictions
on carrying water bottles and
umbrellas. The only covered stands
are those for members; non-
members sit through the day under
the sun, on plastic chairs that can
get very uncomfortable in temper-
atures touching 30 degrees Celsius.
Why walk a kilometre, then spend
seven hours under the sun when
youcanwatchitallonTV?

It's a point Bindra readily con-

stands a worry'

cedes. "If you can watch Test-match
cricket for five days in the air-
conditioned comfort of your own
home, here you spend two hours
getting into the stadium, going
through the police,” Bindra said.
“The TRP ratings [for Tests] are very
high, but it is essential to have peo-
ple at the ground. We have to make
our grounds spectator-friendly. We
have been short-changing the
public [in most Indian grounds] so
far, the public will start short-
changing us unless we improve.”

Bindra said the association was
"badly affected” by the lack of
spectators for the Test. "It's the
pride of the ground, and we take it
very seriously. It's a challenge we
must accept, and take it very seri-
ously.” He said the PCA planned
two new international centres, in
Bathinda and Jalandhar. "So if we
rotate the matches, the novelty will
still be there. Money is not every-
thing, money is not an end in itself.
It's good so far as it goes into the
game. There's no atmosphere
without the people.”

There is a photograph of the
stadium during the 2004-05 Ranji
Trophy final between Railways and
Punjab. The wide shot takes in the
empty stands, where only two
people sit watching the champion-_
ship match. If the PCA doesn t want
similar photos taken during Tests, it
must act fast. Otherwise, as Bindra
said, the publicwill short-change it.

T20 cricket in
2010 Asiad?

AFP, Sanur, Indonesia

The Olympics might not want it,
but the 2010 Asian Games is ready
to embrace Twenty20 cricket as one
of five new sports making their
debut in the Chinese city of
Guangzhou.

International Olympic
Committee chief Jacques Rogge
last week rejected growing
demands from the cricket commu-
nity to include the popular game at
the 2016 Summer Games.

But China, where the sport has
no history, believesitwilladd anew
dimension to the already massively
popular Asian Games and help
China understand a discipline that
is huge in South Asia.

"The Olympic movement in
Asia has made great progress and
sport is becoming more and more
popular,” said Guangzhou vice
mayor Xu Ruisheng on the side-
lines of the Asian Beach Games in
Bali.

"In order to promote the devel-
opment of sport in Asia, especially
non-Olympic sports, we are
including cricket.

"It's very popular in South Asia
but not so much in China and we
would like to take this opportunity
to promoteitin China.”

Xu said thatin the lead-up to the
November 2010 Asian Games, an
education campaign would be
taken into schools to help learn
about cricket.

"We would like to educate stu-
dents aboutit,” he said. "We will be
launching several campaigns to
promote sports like cricket in
communities and in schools.

"One big opportunity the Asian
Games gives us is to be able to
promote the exchange of cultures
of different countries.”

Also appearing for the first ime
at the Asiad are dance sport,
dragon boat racing, rollersportand
the ancient Chinese board game of
weiqi, taking the total number of
disciplines to a staggering 42, three
more than in Doha 2006.

Cricket was last seen at a major
multi-sport event at the 1998
Commonwealth Games in Kuala
Lumpur, but was dropped for the
next two editions in England and
Australia.

Younis makes
Shield debut
on Friday

AFP, Sydney

Pakistan Test batsman Younis Khan
will make his debut for Australian
state side South Australia in their
Sheffield Shield match against New
South Wales starting in Adelaide on
Friday, team officials said.

Younis arrived last week to join
South Australia after completing
international commitments with
the Pakistan team in Canada.

Team coach Mark Sorell said
Younis had made an immediate
impacton his newteammates.

“He has just got a genuine pas-
sion for the game, a very infectious
character,” Sorell said. "His record
obviously speaks for himself, but
he genuinely loves the game of
cricketand wants to do well.

"He has already had an impact
onour

Sorell said Younis would likely bat
at number three in his first Shield
match. "We are pretty excited to see
whathe canbringus,” Sorell said.

"But at the end of the day our
other guys have to keep performing
too."

South Australia captain Graham
Manou said he expected Younis to
provide the "x factor” after a series
of dismal performances by the
state team inrecentyears.
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