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India counts
down to first
lunar mission

AFP, Chennai

India began the countdown yester-
day to the launch of its first
unmanned mission to the moon
that will mark a giant catch-up step
with Japan and China in the fast-
developing Asian space race.

The lunar-orbiting spacecraft,
Chandrayaan-1, is scheduled to
blast off aboard an Indian-built
rocket at 6:20 am (0050 GMT)
tomorrow (Wednesday) from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on India's southeastern
coast.

"Everything is going perfectly as
planned,” the centre's associate
director M.Y.S. Prasad told AFP
from Sriharikota, 80 kilometres
north of Chennai, after the official
countdown began in the early
hours of Monday.
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Spain remains
al-Qaeda
target: report

AFP, Madrid

Spain remains a target for al-Qaeda
four years after the Madrid bomb-
ings thatkilled 191 people, the intelli-
gence service said in a report quoted
bya Spanish newspaper yesterday.

"The counter-terrorist activities
by the state security forces since
the March 11, 2004 attacks shows
that Spain remains a target of the
al-Qaeda network and its allies as
well as a source of human
resources,” the intelligence service
said in a report, a copy of which was
seen by the El Pais daily.

"al-Qaeda has not lost sight of
the global jihad and, in exchanges
with the Salafist Group for
Preaching and Combat (GSPC), it
has told them to quickly attack
local targets and reminds them that
their real goal is to cross into Al
Andalus," it said.

Pak troops kill 35 militants
near Afghan border

AP, Islamabad

Pakistani forces killed up to 35
militants near the Afghan border,
as the region's provincial chief
called for "peaceful dialogue” in a
meeting with a US State
Departmentofficial.

The US embassy would not
comment on US Assistant
Secretary of State Richard
Boucher's meeting with North
West Frontier Province Chief
Minister Amir Haider Khan Hoti,
other than to say his trip had been
planned for some time and that he
was meeting a range of govern-
ment officials.

Boucher's trip comes amid
strains between Islamabad and
Washington over suspected
American missile attacks targeting

militants inside Pakistan.
Washington wants Islamabad to
do more to root out the al-Qaida
and Taliban fighters based
inside Pakistan whom they
blame for rising attacks on U.S.
troops in Afghanistan and other
targels.

In a statement, Hoti said he told
Boucher during the meeting in
Peshawar that he wanted to "to
resolve all political problems
through peaceful dialogue, but
there wouldn't be any compromise
on maintaining the writ of the
government.”

Pakistani soldiers are battling
militants on three fronts in the
northwest of the country. In the
past, the government has tried
unsuccessfully to make peace deals
with the insurgents, drawing criti-
cism from the United States.

In the latest fighting, Pakistani
fighter jets bombed insurgents in
the northwest's Swat Valley, killing
up to 25, the army’'s media center
said Monday. The bombs hit an
ammunition dump, causing exten-
sive damage.

In nearby Bajur district, seven
more insurgents were killed when

jets bombed their positions, said

Muhammad Jamil Khan, the No. 2
government official there.

Security official Fazl Rabi said
three militants were killed in other
parts of Bajur when they tried to
attack security posts.

[t was not immediately possible
to independently confirm the
casualties. Reporters cannot visit
the area because of poor secunty
and government restrictions. No
Taliban spokesman was available
for comment.

Al Andalus is the Arabic name
for the parts of the Iberian penin-
sula that were under Muslim, or

The launch is a major step for
India as it seeks to keep pace with
regional space competitors Japan

Antl-government protesters march during a rally in Bangkok yesterday. About 1,000 anti-government protesters
marched past Bangkok's upmarket shopping malls accusing police of brutality, upping pressure on the increas-
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and China. Last month, China
became only the third country in
the world to independently carry
outaspace walk.

All three countries have eyes on
a share of the commercial satellite
launch business and also see their
space programmes as an impor-
tant symbol of international stat-
ure and economic development.

Maoists kill
12 police
in India

AFP, Raipur

Twelve paramilitary policemen
were killed and sixothers injured in
an ambush by suspected Maoist
rebels in central India, police said
Monday.

"About 40 to 50 personnel were
on a patrol when some were caught
in an ambush,” Vishwa Ranjan,
police director general of
Chhattisgarh state, told AFP in
local capital Raipur.

The gunfire took place in
remote forests of the state’s Bijapur
district.

The rebels have a significant
presence in Chhattisgarh state,
whichisone ofIndia’s poorest.

The Maoist insurgency grew out
of a peasant uprising in 1967 and
has spread to over half of India’s 29

“states.

Atleast 834 people were killed in

Maoist-related wviolence nation- |

wide last year. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has described
the rebels as the biggest threat to
India's internal security.

Iran to remove
fuel subsidies
eradually

AFP, Tehran

The Iranian government has drawn
up legislation to gradually remove

ingly-isolated prime minister.

AP, Bangkok

Thousands of anti-government
protesters marched through the
streets of Bangkok yesterday, call-
ing the prime minister a "mur-
derer” and demanding he resign
over the violent quashing of a
previous rally.

The demonstrators have
stepped up their protests against
Prime Minister Somchai
Wongsawat since a protest outside
parliament Oct. 7 ended in a vio-
lent confrontation with police that
left one demonstrator dead and
hundreds of others injured.
Pressure on Somchai increased
last week when the powerful army
chief hinted he should resign,
leading to fears the military would
carry out its second coup in two

years.

Somchai has brushed aside calls
for his resignation, saying he would
await the outcome of an investiga-
tion into the violence that was
expected to conclude in the com-
ing weeks.

Many of those marching
Monday held posters of Somchai
over the word "murderer.” A huge
banner on a sound truck showed
pictures of the police crackdown,
calling it "Murder at the Thai par-
liament."

"The government is killing the
people. They ordered the police to
kill the people and we want jus-
tice," said Nutr Thumpatpong, a
20-year-old student.

The anti-government People’s
Alliance for Democracy has called
for Somchai's resignation since he

Fresh protest calls for
ouster of Thai premier

took power last month, branding
him a puppet of ousted Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, a
telecommunications billionaire,
accused of corruption and abuse of
power. Thaksin fled to London to
escape corruption charges.

Thaksin faces his first possible
conviction Tuesday when the
Supreme Court is scheduled to
deliver a verdict in a corruption
case against him and his wife,
Pojaman. The case stems from
Pojaman's 2003 purchase of a plot
of land in central Bangkok from a
government agency at a deflated
price while Thaksin was prime
minister.

Thaksin has been charged with
malfeasance and corruption. Each
charge carries a maximum penalty
of 10 years in prison.

Moorish, control for almost 800
years until the late 15th century.

The GSPC last year changed its
name to al-Qaeda's Branch in the
Islamic Maghreb.

Six killed in
South Korea
killing spree

AP, Seoul

A financially strapped South
Korean man went on an arson and
stabbing rampage in Seoul yester-
day, leaving six people dead and
seven others wounded, police said.

The 31-year-old suspect, identi-
fied only by his surname, Jeong,
first set fire to his room in a low-
cost lodging facility in: southern
Seoul and then stabbed other
residents with a sashimi knife while
fleeing the fire, police said.

Five people were stabbed to
death and another died after jump-
ing out of a window to escape the
blaze, police said.

Seven others were wounded,
including four seriously, and the death
tollcouldrise, accordingto police.

AP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia's deputy prime minister
has secured enough endorsements
to run for election as the ruling
party's next president, according to
an official count Monday, moving
him closer to succeeding the coun-
try'sunpopularleader.

Sixty-four branches of the
United Malays National
Organization party have nomi-

Malaysia's deputy
PM moves closer
to premiership

resignation. Support for Abdullah
has slumped since he led the gov-
erning coalition to disastrous
losses in March general elections,
Abdullah says he will hand
power to Najib if he becomes the
ruling party presidentin March.

Summit opens
on Zimbabwe

Thailand, Cambodia
urged to return
to peace talks

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia yesterday urged Thailand
and Cambodia to restart peace
talks to resolve a border conflict
which has left two soldiers dead
and threatens to embarrass other
Southeast Asian nations.

Foreign Minister Rais Yatim said
he would carry a peace message
from Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi to Thailand this
week.

Two Cambodian soldiers were
killed and seven Thal troops

injured last Wednesday when a |

firefight erupted between soldiers
stationed on disputed land negr
Cambodia's ancient Preah Vihear
temple.

Rais said Malaysia's move |

should not be regarded as med-
dling in the affairs of another coun-
try.

"This is just an overture of a
friend," he said.

Top US diplomat warns 'no
blank cheque' for Pakistan

AFP, Islamabad

The top US diplomat for South Asia
met Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari yesterday and warned that
international donors would only
give carefully targeted aid to the
troubled country.

US Assistant Secretary of State
Richard Boucher visited Pakistan
as its leaders face a growing Islamic
militant insurgency and major
economic difficulties.

But Boucher wamed that no hand-
outs would be available from the
"Friends of Pakistan” -- a group of
nations, including China, the US,
Britain and the UAE, which have
pledged tohelp the countrytostabilise.

"There is no money on the
table,” Boucher told reporters in
Islamabad. "The goal is to put the
money where it belongs. Itis not a
cashadvance.”

Pakistan has denied being at
risk of defaulting on its foreign
loans or suffering a balance of
payments crisis.

Shaukat Tareen, the new finance
adviser to Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani, repeated at the weekend there
was "nodanger’ ofaloandefault |

“However, he admitted "plan C"
was aloan from the International

Monetary Fund.

Boucher's visit came after a
series of US missile strikes into the
country's tribal regions that have
strained bilateral relations.

He and Zardari had discussed
the "war on terror” and Pakistan's
worsening economic problems, a
Pakistani government official told
AFP on condition of anonymity.

The United States says insur-

gents striking international troops
in Afghanistan are based in
Pakistan's border tribal belt, and
has stepped up its missile attacks
since a new government came (o
power in Islamabad in March.

Ties between the allies were
further tested last month by US
special forces in Afghanistan
launching a raid into Pakistan that
killed several Pakistanis.

PHOTO: AFP

Former Pakistani premier Nawaz Sharif (R) speaks to US Assistant Sec;retary
of State RichardBoucher diring'a méeting in1slamabad. Boucherheld talks

with other Pakistanileaders as well.
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by parliament but some MPs have
already wamned it could add to the
problem of soaring inflation, which
was running at 29 percent in
September, according to official
figures.

Direct and indirect subsidies for
goods in Iran currently amount to
as much as 100 billion dollars a

year, Sarmayeh said.

British chef
jailed for
cannibalism

AFP, London

A British chef, a former Mr. Gay UK,
who killed his boyfriend and then
cooked a section of his flesh was
sentenced to life in prison yester-
day.

Anthony Morley, 36, will have to

spend at least 30 years in prison for declined to say when the deaths : ‘ _ | _
slashing Damian Oldfield's throat occurred but a report Monday in « Working experience preferably in foreign organisation, donor agencies,
in April this year, stabbing him the Southern Metropolis Daily NGOs etc.
multiple times and cutting off newspaper said they had occurred
portions of his flesh. over the past two months. How to apply?
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*Before this case 1 had associ-
ated cannibalism with eras long
gone, with the tale of Robinson
Crusoe,” Judge James Stewart said,
describing the case as "one of the
most gruesome murders” he had
ever dealtwith.

“This was, in my judgment, a
cold-blooded, savagely executed
murder, carried out by cutting his
throat as he lay in your bed and,

when he fell to the floor, you

stabbed him repeatedly and fero-
ciously,” hesaid.

science lecturer at the National
University of Malaysia.

Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi announced earlier
this month that he would not
defend his presidency of the party
amid intense demands for his

power-sharing deal.

Tsvangirai did not attend the
meeting in protest at delays in
receiving his travel documents from
Zimbabwe's government, which his
party said showed Mugabe's lack of
sincerity in the talks.

poned talks on Tuesday aimed at
calming a border dispute which
recently escalated into a deadly
shoot-out.

The talks would now be held on
Thursday or Friday, still in Siem
Reap.

PHOTO: AFP
Indian villagers display their wounds as they alledge being beaten by Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel at

the village of Raikia, in the t(andhamal district of India's Orissa state, some 350 kms. southwest of Bhubaneswar yester-
day. The Cathnlin.: Bishops Conferferfca of India sald scores of Christians were continuing to flee their homes in Orissa
and called for action to stem the religious violence in the coastal state's troubled Kandhamal district.

dogs in China

AP, Beijing

Some 1,500 dogs bred for their
raccoon-like fur have died after
eating feed tainted with the same
chemical that contaminated dairy
products and sickened tens of
thousands of babies nationwide, a
veterinarian said yesterday.

The raccoon dogs a breed
native to east Asiawhose furis used
to make trimn on coats and other
clothing were fed a product that
contained the chemical melamine
and developed kidney stones, said

Zhang Wenkui, a veterinary profes- |

sor at Shenyang Agriculture
University. All of the dogs died on
farmsinjust onevillage.

Zhang determined that the
animals died of kidney failure after
performing a necropsy an animal
autopsy onaboutadozendogs. He

dogs' kidneys were made up of
melamine," Zhang told The
Associated Press in a telephone
interview.

The Southern Metropolis Daily
also blamed the deaths of several
hundred dogs on melamine, but it

was not immediately clear how the |

chemical would have entered the

raccoon dog feed. In the ongoing |
milk scandal, melamine wassaid to |

|

be added to watered-down milk to |

artificially boost nitrogen levels,
making products seem higher in
protein when tested.
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Qualifications

effective job performance, motivation and personal satisfaction.

Competencies Required

. Achievement : Works towards goals and manages obstacles to set and meet
challenging targets, incompliance with gquality, time and diversity standards
and delivering the required business results.

« Customer Services Orientation: Qualities to give priority to customers,
delivering high quality services to meet their needs.

- Flexibility: Demonstrate willingness to change ideas or perceptions based on
new information and is open to new ideas and listen to other people’s points

« Team Working: Ability to work in a team co-operatively, across cultural and
organisational boundaries to achieve shared goals.

. Professional Confidence: Have confidence on own ability and make decisions
without deferring unnecessarily to others and is prepared to stand by
difficult or unpopular decisions.

« A Level / Bachelors degree
« Excellent spoken and written English
« Excellent IT/web skills

size photograph to Finance Manager, British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka -1000

by 6 November 2008.

Please write the post title on the top of the envelope.

T_he British Council is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and is keen to reflect
diversity at every level within the organisation. We welcomes applicants from all sections

of the community.
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