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Beauty comes in small

10th annual exhibition by Bangladesh Bonsai Society

NADIA SARWAT

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Weathered looking trunks with
numberless branches and twigs.
The banyan tree stands straight
on moss-covered earth. Nextto it
is a tomal tree, and then a pakur,
dumur, kamini, hijol, sheoraand
what not. It seems that enigma
and beauty of these trees have

arranged to look like the Arabic
word "Allah" generated much
interest. Anisur Rahman is the
creatorofthis bonsai. "The desired
form can be achieved through
wiring, grafting and cutting the
twigs according to the shape -- a
ime consuming process,”" said
Sarwar  Murshed, general secre-
tary of Rajshahi Bonsai Society
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“Shoot on Sight”

Naseeruddin Shah talks about his latest endeavour

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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Actor Naseeruddin Shah is on a
roll. Not that he has never been on
a roll but the actor has three con-
secutive films in recent months to
showcase the talent that one has
always known him to have.

First, it was the Pakistani fea-
ture film "Khuda Ke Liye," in
which Naseer plays the role of a
progressive cleric in the aftermath

become more intense in their . and member ol Bangladesh of 9/11, then came Bollywood
Ty Sl TSR } : Bansai Society. movie "A Wednesday" by debu-
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bonsai exhibitions since 1999
Their 10th annual exhibition of
the "living art form" started on
October 16 at the WVA audito-
rium. Rasheda K. Choudhury,
adviser to the Ministry of Cul-
tural Affairs, inaugurated the
event. Masayuki Inoue, the
Japanese Ambassador, was the
special guest.

The guests and visitors were
delighted to see so many species
of rare local uees like ghurni
bichi, jilapi (as they are known in
the northern parts of our coun-
try), dhutum and others along
with some flower trees like
rangan, gandhoraj,
krishnochhuraand many others
Not all bonsais exhibited here

“are as old as they appear; some

have been developed carefully
from an old tree.

“From collecting to develop-
ment to shaping, a bonsai
demands a lot of patuence, pas-
sion and care. Without an
unbound love for this living art,
no one can become a true bonsai
artist,” said .M. Tawhid of Ban-

our country. The organisation
regularly arranges training
programme and workshops. At
the exhibition, the prices of
bonsais ranged from Tk 600 to
6,00,000.

Though Bonsai is increasingly
becoming popular in our coun-
try, there is an accusation claim-
ing that the process of "dwart-
ing" a tree is In essence, a torture.
Denying the allegation, S\M.
Tawhid said, "People tend to
think that the trees are made to
suffer from lack of nurture and
nutrition, but if it were the case,
the tree would definitely die.
People don't think twice when
involved in defarestation in the
name of urbanisation. Our
endeavour on the other hand, is
to preserve the varieties of rare
local trees, which are often on
the verge of decline, in miniature
forms.”

Adviser Rasheda K.
Choudhury assured every sup-
port to establish a permanent
gallery for the regular activities
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Bonsai versions of local trees were the highlight of the show.

Scotland Yard who probes the
shooting of a suspected terroris
by the police in Britain. |

"Shoot on Sight”, also featpring
Om Puri (in the role of an edu-
cated cleric at a mosque),
Gulshan Grover and Hollywood
actors Brian Cox, Greta Scacchi
and Sadie Frost, is director
Jagmohan Mundra's third feature
film after "Bawander” and "Pro-
voked” to be based on true inci-
dents.

"Shoot on Sight”, entirely shot
in London, depicts the turmoil in
the family and personal life of
Tarig Ali (played by Naseeruddin)
-- a police officer with an English
wife and two teenaged children --
when he investigates the killing of
a terror suspect of the London

bombings of July 2005, S
' the media that

Naseer told
stereotyping Muslims as terrorists
in films is unfortunate. Even in
many Hollywood movies, the
villains are Arab characters, he
pointed out.

He said that films like "Khuda
Ke Liye" and "Shoot on Sight” can
help counter the tendency Lo
stereotype any comimunity.

BRIAN COX GRETA
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feelings through the choice of my
roles and these two films are
perfect way of countering the
existing stereotypes®, the actor
said.

because it conveyed the view-
point of a moderate Muslim and
the script had all the features of a
thrilling movie.

Naseer said that the terrorist in
“Shoot on Sight" is a Muslim but it
does not depict him or Tarig Aliin
black and white, rather tries to
gauze the psyche ofafanaticand a

SCACCHI

'

He said he took up the role

MASEERUDDIN SHAH

To feature in a terror-related
movie is nothing new for the actor
who essayed the role of a terrorist
in "Sarfarosh" some years back in
which Aamir Khan acted as a

Naseer is very happy with the
audience’s response to his perfor-
mances in "Khuda Ke Liye®, “A
Wednesday” as well as another
Bollywood film "Jaane TuYa Janne
Naa", one of the hits of 2008.

Right now, the actor is shooting
for producer Vishal Bhardwaj's
"Ishkiya,” directed by first-umer
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police officerouttocatchhim'

gladesh Bonsai Society. and exhibitions by the society. ‘I would like to convey my liberal Muskim. Abhishek Chaubey.
A banyan tree with branches Theexhibitionended yesterday. ;
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