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Devotees of Buddha observed

Rocker and Democratic sup-
porter Jon Bon Jovi on Wednesday
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oncert celebrating Warfaze’s 25th finale to be aired on Channel |
anniversary
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A reunion of former members
Former keyboardist-
guitarist of Warfaze, Russell,
who at present plays with a US
band, took the stage amidst
applause. With Russell, the
band bad three guitarists dis-
playing a more aggressive,
hard-hitting style. Russell was
on the guitar and played the
Lk keyboard with the song Abak
bhalobasha.
A highlight was an instrumen-
tal piece in which Tipu was
replaced by guest drummer
Nadim. Kamal, Russell and Oni
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“Gangkhachhimee” observed in CHT  Bon Jovi complains over Republican
Buddhists release some thousand fanush in the sky rally song
a JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari L REUTERS, Los Angeles ball courtin high school.

In August, rocker Jackson
Browne sued McCain, the Repub-
lican National Commiittee and the

. ol dr | %: g e
the Gangkhfc‘hhul'?we ft_astlvalh i et b thailatact YTaleian 1o Ohio RE.-pu.blm}m. P?qrjz.lakcrnusmb
se?eral ocales In the complain about Republican John Lhttﬂ of using his 1977 hit . Run-
ChxtzagnngHﬂlTract (CHT). McCain's presidential campaign ning on Empty” in a campaign ad

Gangkhachhimee, a Marma
word means 'light of the sky’.
Interestingly, Buddhists
observe this festival by releasing
some thousand balloons (lo-

~ cally known as fanush) in the

sky.
. Some dedicated Buddhist

~ leaders said they release the

balloons as a symbol of the
sorrows, pain, sins and suf-
ferings that are inevitable for
human beings. These go a
long way in making society
more compassionate and
creating a peaceful environ-
ment more tranquil for peo-

ple, they said.
Inside the fanush is a can-
“dle. Once again the candle

Fanush of different sizes were release in the air by devotees.

epitomises the sufferings of
humankind. The fanush is also
believed to enhance the
knowledge of Buddhists and is

astep towards enlightenment.

The devotees of Buddha
observe Gangkhachhimeeon all
purnima (full moon) nights,
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including Buddha Purnima,
Maghi Purnima, Bashakhi
Purnima and Pravarana
Purnima, they said.

using songs without the artistes’
approval.

Bon Jovi, who threw a $30,000-
per-person, fund-raising dinner
for Democrat Barack Obama at
his New Jersey home in Septem-
ber, said he was surprised to hear
that his band's song "Who Says
You Can't Go Home" was used
during rallies held by Republican
vice presidential candidate Sarah
Palin this week.

"We wrote this song as a thank
you to those who have supported
us over the past 25 years. The song
has since become a banner for
our home state of New Jersey and
the de facto theme song for our
partnerships around the country
to build homes and rebuild com
munities,

"Although we were not
asked, we do not approve of
their use of 'Home,'" Bon Jovi

cedse

Bon Jovi

said in a statement

[he rock group Heart sent a
and desist letter to the
Republican campaign in Septem
ber asking them not to use the

song "Barracuda.” The song was
the early unofficial theme song
for Palin, playing off the "Sarah
Barracuda" nickname the Alaska
governor earned on the basket-

without permission.

Musicians often have little
control over how their music 1s
used because of the system that
licenses songs for public perfor-
mance under a blanket fee paid
by venues to ASCAF, the firm
that collects royalties on behalf
of composers and copyright
OWINers

The Heart song "Barracuda”
and Bon Jowi's "Who Says You
Can'tGo Home" are both licensed
for public performance on the
ASCAPssite.

Stevie Wonder, Kanye West,
Sheryl Crow and other musicians
last month released an album of
songs that have been used at
Obama rallies. Called "Yes We
Can: Voices of a Grassroots Move-
ment,” the album is being sold to
raise money tor Democratsbefore
the November4 election
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