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Madonna ‘to sphit’
from Ritchie

Pop star Madonna and her hus-
band, film director Guy Ritchie,
are to divorce, it has been
reported.

The couple, who have been
married for nearly eight years,
are to announce their split "im-
minently,” according to The Sun
newspaper.

I'here has been increasing
speculation in recent months
that the couple's relationship
was on the rocks.

In July, Madonna's publicist
denied the pair were planning to
divorce, saying their marriage
did not "need saving". Last
month, the pair appeared
together at the premiere of
Ritchie's film RocknRolla. They
walked arm-in-arm and posed
for photographs in London's
Leicester Square.

Abdul Karim Shahityabisharad
birth anniversary celebrated

“Wagai-poiway” celebrated
in Bandarban

Ritchie, 40, had rebutted
suggestions his marriage was
over with a public show of sup-
port at Madonna's 50th birthday
partyin August. He also gave a US
magazine interview in July say-
ing: "My marriage is fine, as far as
I'm aware of."

Madonna is currently in New
York in the middle of her "Sticky
and Sweet" tour.

The pair married in December
2000 at Skibo Castle in the Scot-
tish Highlands. They have two
sons together, seven-year-old
Rocco and David Banda, whose
adoption from Malawi was
approved in May.

Thesingeralso has an 11-year-
old daughter, Lourdes, from an
earlierrelationship.

On the occasion of the 137th birth anniversary of Abdul
Karim Shahityabisharad, the Bangla Academy arranged a
discussion titled "Abdul Karim Sahitya Bisharad O Tar
Onubartira® at its seminar Toom on October 14, says a
press release.

Former Director General of Bangla Academy Professor
Mansur Musa read out the keynote paper at the
programme. Professor Syed Mohammad Shahed, DG,
Bangla Academy gave the inaugural speech. Professor
Anisuzzaman presided over the programme.

In his speech Professor Shahed said, “Abdul Karim
Shahityabisharad is among the few eminent personalities,
whose birth anniversaries are celebrated at the Bangla
Academy. Shahityabisharad enriches our literature by col-
lecting lots of Puthi of medieval period.”

In his keynote paper, Professor Musa emphasised on
the vibrancy of Shahityabisharad's works, which makes
him a legend in Bengali literature. He said, “Abdul Karim
did not get a chance to go in for higher education but his
unfailing love for literature propelled him to tzke on such
mammoth task "

In his speech, Professor Anisuzzaman said,
“Shahityabisharad was deeply committed to revealing
the truth. Those who are not as dedicated as him are
inappropriate for strenuous tasks like collecting Puthi.”

Among others, Professor Ahmed Kabir spoke at the
discussion.
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A portrait of Abdul Karim Shahityabisharad.
A fanush being released. |

Marma artistes perform at the festival.

festival. flying balloons. Beautiful

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, back from

Bandarban

-------------------------------------------------

"Wogai-poiway" the biggest
religious festival of the Marma
community was celebrated in
Bandarban with much enthusi-
asm and deference.

The festival, (starting  from
Ou.mbu;naf‘uennmgmdamwga
celebrated at different Buddhist
temples in the Bandarban town.

On the eve of the function, the
Marma people organised differ-
ent programmes, including a
handball tournament, music,
dance, rath tana, fanush, light-
ing of candles and more. Ser-
mons were delivered by the
monks on the last day of the

At a cultural programme held
last Monday at the old Rajbari
premises, artistes of Marma Shilpi
Goshthi performed religious and
traditionalsongs and dances.

Throughout the festival, devo-
tees at different temples cele-

__ brated the "Wagoi-poiway' with
,uaking differentgypes of pitfrg

(rice cakes) and releasing
fanush. Fanush are large bal-
loons made of light paper with
stretched bolts at proper places
with flat open mouths at the
bottom. Cotton or rags are
wrapped around the main bolt
and it flies free when fuelled by

fanushes in different shapes
mesmerised everyone as they
made their way to infinity, illu-
minating the night sky.
Professor Thanjama Lusai,
chairman of Bandarban Hill
District Council, was the chief
guest at the inaugural
programune: - e 10
- Maudud A i\ Qum}yum
Chowdhury, deputy commis-
sioner of Bandarban; Police
Superintendent, Md.
Shamsuddin; senior Bomang
prince Raj Chahlapru Jimi and
Chief Executive Officer of
Bandarban Hill District Council,

fire lit in a wrapper. Fanush is
said to be the predecessor of

Helal Uddin Ahmed were special
guestsatthe programme,
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Guy Ritchie and Madonna
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“Jhorapatar Galpo” on BTV

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Single episode Play Jhorapatar Galpo will be aired
» 'on October 16 on BTV at 8:30pm. Written by Feroz

Talukdar.

The play follows the life of a young man, Galpo.
The apple of the eyes of his widowed mother,
Galpo dreams of being successful one day. Jhora,
the daughter of the village chairman loves Galpo,
but apparently, it is one-sided. Galpo meets Pata,
an affluent girl living in the city. But Galpo's
romantic haze is shattered when Pata's father
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arranges her marriage with an expatriate.

Sujata, Mahmud Sajjad, Pirzada Shahidullah
Harun, Abdur Rahman Nantu, Laila, Shuruvi Alam
and others playthelead rolesin TV play:.

A scene from the play.
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