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Bush gave nod tor CIA

AFP, Washingron

The administration of US President
GeorgeW. Bush authorized the CIAto
waterboard Al-Qaeda suspects
according to two secret memos
issued in 2003 and 2004, The
Washington Post reported yesterday.

The memos were issued at the
request of intelligence officials who
were "troubled that White House
policymakers had never endorsed
the program in writing,” the news-
paper said, citing four administra-
tion and intelligence officials
familiar with the documents.

"“The classified memos, which
have not been previously dis-
closed, were requested by then-CIA
Director George ). Tenet more than
a vear after the start of the secret
interrogations,” the Postsaid

"Although Justice Department
lawyers, beginning in 2002, had
signed off on the agency's interro-
gation methods, senior CIA offi-
cials were troubled that White

House policymakers had never
endorsed the program inwriting.”

Tenet's first request for written
approval by the White House came
in 2003, during a meeting with
National Security Council mem-
bers including Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, the paper
quoted the unnamed officials as
saying

The first secret memo was issued
shortly thereafter, "a brief memo
conveying the administration's
approval for the CIA's interrogation
methods, the officials said.”

Tenet made a second request in
2004 as reveladons of abuse at
Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison came to
light.

"Officials who held senior posts
at the time also spoke of deteriorat-
ing relations between the CIA and
the White House over the war in lraq

- a rift that prompted some to
believe that the agency needed even
more explicit proof of the admins-/
tration's support,” the report said.

e —————

waterboarding: report

The newspaper said adminis-
tration officials "confirmed the
existence of the memos, but nei-
ther they nor former intelligence
officers would describe their con-
tents in detail because they remain
classified.”

The White House had no com-
ment on the report, a spokesman
told AFP.

Waterboarding, a staple of
brutal interrogations from the
Spanish Inquisition to Cambodia's
Khmer Rouge regime, usually
consists of strapping down a cap-
tive, covering his face with a cloth
and pouring water onto the cloth to
simulate drowning.

The Central Intelligence
Agency has admitted using the
technique on Al-Qaeda suspects
including alleged September 11
mastermind Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed following the 2001
attacks, at a time when further
strikes on the United States were
believed to be imminent.
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Unidentified members of the Georgian delegation arrive atthe UN headquar-

ter in Geneva yesterday. Georgian and Russian officials met face-to-face for
the firsttime since a five-day war In August, but tensions over the breakaway
regions atthe heart of the conflict may yet derail the talks.
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Georgia, Russia meet for
talks amid uncertainty

AFP, Geneva

Georgian and Russian delegates
gathered for face-to-face talks
yesterday for the first time since
their countries went to war in
Augustbut the air hangs heavy with
anger, suspicion and uncertainty.

The negotiations in Geneva are
meant to provide a forum for
Russians and Georglans to sit down
together and work out how to assist
displaced people faced with the
onset of winter and launch an over-
all process for resolving the conflict.

"The International discussion
that shall take place tomorrow is a
beginning. This should not be seen
as the end. It may take time, so we
need to have some patience,”
United Nations Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon told journalists late
onTuesday,

As if to prove his point,
Georgia's President Mikheil
Saakashvili cast doubt on the
chances of success while branding
representatives of Georgla's rebel

regions of South Ossetla and
Abkhaziaas "ethnic cleansers”.

"We don't think these people
are politiclans, we think they are
ethnic cleansers and we think they
are criminals,” Saakashvili told
reporters in Brussels, after talks
with European Commission chief
Jose Manuel Barroso,

The participation, or not, of
South Ossetian and Abkhazian
officials in the meetings in Geneva
has been the major sticking point
ahead of the talks and appeared
still unresolved on Tuesday night.

“We will leave those questions
for tomorrow,” French Foreign
Minister Bernard Kouchner told
reporters after being asked about
who exactly would participate in
the Geneva talks.

"We will see tomorrow how the
various playersreact,” he added.

His comments were echoed by
Alexander Stubb, the Finnish for-
eign minister who chairs the
Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, which is co-
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hosting the talks along with the UN
and the European Union.

"We know that this is a long
process, we're taking it slowly, step
by step,” Stubb sald.

Russia has indicated it could
pull out if delegations from the
Georglan territories are not
awarded equal status.

Georgia has said the official
format for the talks only includes
representatives of Georgla, Russia,
the United States, European
Union, OSCEand UN.

Speaking to AFP, Georgian
Deputy Foreign Minister Giga
Bokeria said Tuesday that Tbhilisi
could accept meeting with the
regions’ rebel leaders but only infor-
mally and if pro-Georgian represen -
tatives of those areas were included.

Although Russia has withdrawn
from most of Georgia In line with
an EU-brokered ceasefire, Thilisi is
furious at the continued presence
of 7,600 Russian troops in the
Georgian rebel regions of South
Ossetiaand Abkhazia.

Britain calls on EU to

stick to climate agenda

AFP, Brussels

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown urged EU leaders yesterday
not to abandon their goals to com-
bat climate change in the face of
growing pressures from the global
financial crisis.

"This is not the time to abandon
a climate change agenda which is

. important for the future,” he told

reporters in Brussels, ahead of a
summit of European Union lead-
ers.

"The climate change agenda is

challenge, a real challenge that
does not disappear because of the
financial crisis.”

"If we now give any signal that
we are not really committed to
doing it, others will not have the
incentivetodoit,” hewenton.

Barroso said that, given more
encouraging signals on climate
change from the United States, "it
would be a complete mistake
coming from Europe, saying after
all, thisis notso urgent.”
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