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Major parties in crisis to field
candidates in Barisal region

14 of 23 ex-MPs sued,8 of them con victed

RAFIQUL ISLAM, Barisal

e ———————— ———

Major political parties will face crisis
in fielding candidates in Barisal
region as most of its prominent lead-
ers are either convicted or on the run
sincel/11.

Fourteen out of 23 former law-
makers of the two parties from
Barisal division have been sued in
51 cases and eight of them are
convicted in 10 cases

Most of the rest cases are under
trial and being probed by different
law enforcing agencies and Anu-
Cporruption Commission (ACC).

The convicted lawmakers are
Barisal district Awami League (AL)
secretary and former chief whip
Abul Hasant Abdullah (Barsal-1
constituency), central Jubo Dal
vice- president and former law-
maker from Barisal-6 Abul Hossain
Khan, former BNP law maker from
Jhalakati -1 and former state minis-
ter Barrister Shahjahan Omar Bir
Uttam, former BNP lawmaker from
Patuakhali-2 Shaidul Alam
Talukdar, former BNP lawmaker
from Barguna-2 Nurul Islam Moni,
former BNP lawmaker from
Barguna-3 Matiur Rahman
Talukdar. former BNP lawmaker
from Bhola-3 Hafiz Ibrahim, Jatiyo
Party (Monju) chairman and for-
mer lawmaker from Projpur-2
Anwar Hossain Monju.

Most of the front ranking leaders
and former lawmakers elected from
Barisal region including 23 Jauya
Sangsad constituencies are absent
from theirareassincethel/11.

Former BNP minister Air Vice
Marshal (retd) Altaf Hussein
Chowdhury, former BCC Mayor and
former BNP lawmaker Majibor
Rahman Sarwar, and former law-
makers Hafiz Ibrahim, Nazimuddin
Alam. Matiur Rahman Talukdar are
in undercustody

On the other hand, reformist
BNP leader and former state minis
ter Shah Md. Abul Hussein, former
BNP whip Syed Shahidul Hugq
Jamal former BNP lawmakers Elen
Bhutto and Rustam Ali Farazi and
former AL lawmaker Md Mahbubur
Rahman Talukdar are not seen in
theirareassince 1/11

ACC will continue
drive under |
elected govt

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Paruakhali
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC
will continue its anti-corruption drive
in joint collaboration with the nexi
democraticallyelected government
ACC chairman Lt Gen (retd)
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
announced this while addressing a
meeting at Patuakhali Shilpakala
Academyauditorium yesterday.
District administration organised
the meeting titled, Taking Institutional
[nitiative to Stop Corruption.
However, he said it will not be
possible to work independently if
the government does not want (o
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not detract us from our goal, rather our
drives will go on in full swing during
rule of the future government’, he said.
‘After release on bail, one should
not think that he has been freed
from all of his allegations," he said.

FFs remove Razakars' plaque
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Shaidul Alam Talukdar

However, no case has been filed
against reformist BNP leaders
Mosharraf Hossain Mongu of Barisal-
3 Shah Md. Abul Hossain of Barisal-4,
former state minsieter Shahidul Huq
Jamal, Israt Sultana Elen Bhutto of
Banaripara of Swarupkati constitu-
ency, Jamaat leader and former
lawnmaker Mawlana Delwar Hussein
Sayeedi of Pirojpur-2, former AL
lawmaker from Patuakhali-3 AKM
Jahangir Hossain, reformist former AL
lawmaker Mahbubur Rahman of
Patuakhali-4, former AL Lawmaker ol
Barguna-1 Delawr Hossain and
Mosharraf Hossain Shahjahan of
Bhola-1.

BARISAL

Abul Hasant Abdullah, cousin
of Sheikh Hasina, left the country
days before 1/11 and is in India,
sources said.

Tried in absentia, Hsanat has

NATI

Shahjahan Omar Bir Uttam

been sentenced to 22 years impris-
onment in two cases for ill-gotten
wealth, wealth information and
evading taxes. He is also accused in
seven other cases for alleged forg-
ery, terrorism, corruption and
possessingillegal arms.

Central BNP leader Zahiruddin
Swapan, a lawmaker from Hasnat's
constituency, was also sued on
October 5 by a party man for
alleged toll collection.

Syed Moazem Hossain Alal,
central Jubo Dal secretary and
former lawmaker from Barisal-2,
was sued on April 25 last year by a
JCD leader Kazi Mahfuzur
Rahman. He was arrested and is on
bail now.

Barisal district BNP president,
former BCC Mayor and former
lawmaker Mojibur Rahman Sarwar
was arrested from his house in Dhaka

on May 29 last year under Arms Act.
Accused in seven cases including one
formurder, he is now in jail.

Central Jubo Dal vice president
and former lawmaker Abul Hossain
Khan was convicted for 7 years in a
arms case on May 24, He is on bail
granted by High Court.

JHALAKATI

Former state minmister and BNP
leader Barrister Shahjahan Omar Bir
Uttam of Jhalakati -1 constituency is
accused in two caes for attempt to
murderand toll collection.

Tried in absentia, Omar has been
sentencéd to 13 yearsimprisonment
for possessing illegal wealth. He is
absconding, police said.

PIROJPUR

Jatio Party (Monju) chairman
and former communications minis-
ter Anwar Hossain Monju has been
convicted for five and his wife, for-
mer lawmaker Tasmima Hossain, 1s
also accused in two cases.

Former BNP
Pirojpur-3 Dr. Rustom Ali Farazi Is
accused in two cases, now under
investigation by ACCand police.

PATUAKHALI

former
Patuakhali-2 Shaidul Alam
Talukdar, convicted for 10 years, is

on bail by High court former home

minister Air Vice Marshal (retd)

Altaf Hussein Chowdhury is

accused in a case for possessing ill-

gotten wealth and taxevasion.
BARGUNA

Former BNP lawmaker from

Barguna-2 Nurul Islam Moni is on

the run after conviction for 14 years
in trial in absentia in one case. He
faces four other cases, now under

investigation by ACC.
BHOLA

Former BNP lawmaker from
Bhola-3 Hafiz Ibrahimis accusedin 18

cases. He was to 13 years' imprison-
mentin two casesandisnowinjail.
BNP lawmaker from of Bhola-4

Nazimuddin Alamisin jail. He faces
eight cases and has been granted

bail in three of them.

Former BNP lawmaker from
Bhola-3 and former state minister
Maj (rtd.) M A Hafiz is accused in 2

Cases.

KONGKON KARMAKAR, back from

Thakurgaon

Freedom fighters of Thakurgaon
yesterday destroyed the plaques of
two Razakars' set by Thakurgaon
municipality authority as district
administration failed to take any
steps within the deadline
announced by freedom fighters.
On Sunday afternoon, freedom
fighters submitted memo to
Thakurgaon deputy commissioner
demanding cancellation of
Thakurgaon municipality authori-
ties’ decision to name two Important
roads after Razakarswithin 12 hours.
Thakurgaon Municipality
authorities hung signboards naming

Peace Committee during the
Liberation War, in the dark of night
on Wednesday, the freedom fighters
said.

Thakurgaon Municipality Mayor
Shahed Kamaln Kamal Chowdhury
Dalim said the names were selected

at the councillor meeting of
Thakurgaon Municipality.
Thakurgaon Deputy

Commissioner Miah

his comment.

Thakurgaon municipality yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR
Freedom fighters demolishing a Razakar's plaque marking a road in front of
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Abdullah
Mamun could not be contacted for

2

The Daily Star

SCENIC BEAUTY OF CHT: Arainbow appearing over a picturesque landscape in Bandarban presents a captivating sight.

'Punish rapists
of indigenous
women'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Hundreds of indigenous people
from Kalmakanda and Durgapur
upazilas in Netrakona district
yesterday formed a human chainin
front of the office of Kalmakanda
upazila nirbahi officer demanding
punishment of two persons for
raping indigenous women.

Two cases were filed with
| Kalmakanda Police Station on
September 20 and October 11
against Jamal Mia of Baluchara
village and Amir Hamza of Jigatola
village for raping two indigenous
women on September 19 and
October 10, said police and indige-
nous leaders.

After the human chain organ-
| “{s€d’ by’ lotal' NGO Sarbik Manab
Unnayan Sangathan, indigenous
leaders submitted a memorandum
to Kalmakanda UNO.

Police failed to arrest the
accused of the two cases although
they are seen moving in the area,
said the memorandumto UNO.

JOURNO BELAL MURDER

13 BNP-Jamaat men
charge-sheeted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Investigation authorities yesterday
pressed charges against 13 people
including local Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Abu Taleb Sardar and local
Jubo Dal leaders Nazrul Islam and
Zahirul Islam in the case for killing
journalist Belal Hossain in Kalaroa
upazila on September 14 in 2006.

The investigation officer (10) of
the case, Inspector Subhas Chandra
Biswas of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) submitted two
separate charge sheets against them
to the Chief Judicial Magistrate's
Court at Satkhira.

The accused, local leaders and
activists of BNP and Jamaat, killed
the journalist as he protested their
felling down and taking away
mehgani trees beside Satkhira-
Jessore road, the 10 said.

The other charge-sheeted
accused are Khoka alias
Zahiruddin Habib alias Tapan,
Montaz Ali, Abdul Kader, Golam
Sarowar, Rafiqul Islam, Moslem Ali,
Abul Kashem, Abdur Rashid, Abdul
Hamid and Rafiqul Islam.

Of them, all but one were
arrested after the incident but they
were released on bail granted by
the High Court. The absconding
oneis Abul Kashem.

Belal in his 'dying statement’
disclosed the names of his killers,
sources said.

The victim's brother Ainal
Hossain filed a case with Kalaroa
Police Station against the accused
on September 15.

Later the case was transferred to
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) for investiga-
tion.

Shibir posters
depict BCL men
as terrorists

RU CORRESPONDENT

Activists of Rajshahi Medical
College (RMC) unit of Islami
Chhatra Shibir (ICS) yesterday
pasted posters on walls of residen-
tial halls and different buildings on
the campus portraying Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) activists as
terrorists, campus sources said.

ICS activists pasted the posters
under banner of ‘General Students
of Rajshahi Medical College.” They
also displayed photos of clash
between BCL and JCD activists on
the campus on September 13.

The incident infuriated the BCL
activists causing chase and counter
chase on the campus between
activists of both the student
organisations. '

However, police rushed to the
campus immediately after the
incident and brought the situation
under control.

Later, BCL held a protestrally on
the campus.

RU CORRESPONDENT

Leaders and activists of
Gonotrantrik Baam Morcha, (dem-
ocratic left alliance) in Rajshahi

(BSD) office here urghed law enforc-
ing agencies and influential political
leaders in Bagrama upazila were
harassing Morcha Rajshahi coordina-
tor Aminul Haque, a resident of
Bangmara and probable candidate in
the upcomingupazila election.

'‘Don't harass left leaders in
name of hunting outlaws’

Morcha central coordinator
advocate Abdus Salam in a written
statement said, in 2004, when JMB
leader Bangla Bhai launched terror-
ism in Bagmara, its activists identi-
fied Aminul Haque as an outlawand

Sanghoti central coordinator
Zonayed Saki, Rajshahi coordinator
Murad Murshad, Bangladesh Krisani
Sova coordinator Omli Kisku, BSD
Rajshhai coordinator Ashim
Chakrabarti and Aminul Haque were
presentat the conference.
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AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

The sixth death anniversary of fire-
brand peasant leader Ila Mitra who
led the famous tebhagha movement
in the region during British rule
passed yesterdaysilently, unnoticed.

No political party, leftist or rightist,
took any programme to remember the
leader who underwent severe torture
during the Pakistani period for her
leading role to protest interest of peas-
ants in south-western region in the
then East Pakistan.

Her parental house at Bagutia
village in Shailkupa upazila, 40 away
from Jhenidah district town is now in
ruins and partly occupied by othersa
and herlands grabbed.

Ela Mitra was born in October, 18,
1895, She was born and broughtup in
Calcutta as her father Nagendranath
wasaservice holder there.

Now, most peoplein the area are
not aware about this aristocratic
lady who sacrificed her life for the
downtrodden. Asked abiut her
house, some villagers said they
only know that this house belonged
toa'rebel person’.

One of them, Ali Hossain, said
they purchased seven acres of her
land including this grand building.
He does not know more than this,

Rezaul Islam of Goahil village said,
I'la- Mitra was a friend of farmers. The

Ila Mitra's death anniversary

passes unnoticed
Her parental house, lands grabbed

government should take step to

preserve thisinvaluable asset, he said

Abdul Khalek Bagutia said, hun-
dreds bi
been grabbed by peopleofthearea.

as of her ancestral land have

Contacted, Shailkupa Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Mahmudul
Hossain Khansaid, no programime was
held here on her death anniversary as
shewas notacitizenofBangladesh.
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