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Party registration

There is enough evidence in the
news presented by the media today
that the date of registration of the
political parties would be
extended. The next question is:
whether the date of election would
be refixed and extended by a cou-
ple of months. Yes, the reason is the
BNP. They have not found sufli-
clent time to stabilize their party
discipline until the chairperson
was freed from custody. The
"king's parties” are loudly asking
for extension to rebuild their party
strength and finalise the coalition
partners. The comment of the AL
chief in London has indication of
change inthe election date.

The government is perhaps
soliciting support of a big political
party to decide on the issue. They
are also not yet through their politi-
cal design.

The movement and comment of
the government's spokesperson
indicate the status of the progress
of negotiation of their political deal
with political parties.

If we listen carefully, we will find
huge complaints about the govern-
ment's failure in all aspects of
governance.

The attitude and reaction of the
government to all these allegations
demonstrate that the government
had planned their political
roadmap which included erratic
and failed activities to linger their
tenure of office until they can make
the so called "1/11" a very success-
ful and popular revolution in our
political history. The other reason
is to uphold the dictates and sup-
port of the mentors/think tanks of
the government

Therefore, I would like to cau-
tion our readers that politics is a
dirty game. Be prepared for any
eventuality including the change of
the election date. The ghost upazila
election is still haunting behind the
general election just to fill up the
blank if necessary. This is my cyni-
cal view. Looking for the brief of the
government's political mouth-
piece and the outcome of the meet-
ing between the BNP and the gov-
ernment. If Khaleda Zia does not

lead the delegation of the BNE be
sure things are not moving
smoothly. Conditions on both the
sides are thorny and need more
time to resolve and go for election.
Election without the BNP might be
a futile exercise.

Arcader

One-mail

What are they doing?

I am astonished to know that this
year a renowned and about 300
years old festival is not going to be
held. Yes, I am talking about the
“Gurpukur mela” of Satkhira. The
reason is that some terrorists have
threatened tostopit. So, my ques-
tion is, what are the law enforce-
ment agencies doing?

Sharif

Halifax, Canada

BNP'sstructure

I have gone through the letter
"BNP's structure" in 22
September 08 issue written by Dr
Jamir Chowdhury. He has rightly
pointed out the fallacy of democ-
racy and governance issue.

I was also surprised the other
day while watching TV news that
Mr Tanvir Ahmed had proposed
Khaleda Zia's lifelong chairman-
ship. This is clearly beyond the
norms of democracy and she did
not comment anything against this
proposal instantly (although one
day later it was rejected by Khaleda
due to heavy criticism from the
electronic and print media).

So 1 fully agree with the writer
that international donors /com-
munities must put pressure on the
political parties (not only the BNP
and the AL but also other parties) to
practise democracy in their respec-
tive organisations (and if necessary
change some party constitutions).
Here | must praise the commend-
able work of the EC regarding the
RPO-- so that automatically or in
natural way the political leadership
will be developed in our country
(truly speaking, the current prac-
tice blocks political leadership
development). As a result, we can
expect better (good) democracy

Free market economy

T

Economists all around the world would agree that free mar-
ket has become a cliché in today's world. Today, free market
is a blended version of capitalism's perfect market competi-
tion and government monitoring don't confuse that; we
call it mixed economy. However, whenever a third world
government plays regulatory role our "development part-
ners” still mischievously use this concept as a tool to sug-
gest that "laissez-faire” (which means market mechanism
bypassing government participation) is the best way to go
about operating market. "Customer sovereignty", "better
regional market balance” and "effectiveness of private capi-
tal management"” --these are the very old pretexts that have
been shown behind their prescriptions and not very sur-
prisingly been duly carried out by our somewhat "spine-
less” governments of the third world (or more specifically
LDCs) despite strong and spirited protest from local econ-

omists.

But that's only the beginning! Very surprisingly and sus-
piciously these institutions stay tight lipped when world's

. bigger economies opt for subsidy in agriculture. Whereas
these organisations, "development partners”, ought to

work for the improvement of less privileged ones, it seems
that their stakeholders are in fact the bigwigs.

Tragically, now when the bigger economies’ private sec-
tors are facing the music, it seems the governments will
come up with tax breaks, bailouts blah blah... I am not
saying that to overcome the recession, more precisely the
credit crunch, this is an inappropriate approach.

Actually, what it proves is that both the private sector
and the government are two key players in market manage-

ment.

So, our "development partners”, please don’t come up
with the absurd idea of "Free market economy” excluding
any government act other than watchdogging. The govern-
ment actually has a hell of a lot work to do- especially in
health care, education, staple food marketing and distribu-
tion. We saw what catastrophe an oligopoly or syndicate
can bring in market. Now is the time for the government to
break the silence, speak out and pontificate to our "devel-
opment partners” where really is their free market model

functioning,

Aubhishek Zaman

Dhaka University student
Baromaghbazar, Dhaka
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and governance from the ruling
party as well as opposition parties
in our country.

Everybody should work in this
direction (political pundits and
civil society members in particu-
lar). I think diktats from the
top/govt. are not acceptable to us
asanation.

The current CTG has time to do
something positive for the benefit
of the whole nation.

I request the CTG to think over
this issue seriously and convey this
message strongly to the political
parties.

Nikhil Datta
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Religionand business

Business houses and socio-
political organisations are putting
the "Islamic sticker” with the name
of their organisations. There is no
reason that I can have reservation
about their choice. 1 am looking for
the rationale. Iwonder whatkind of
thinking is there behind the idea.
Is it to add Islamic value and prac-
tice into the operation of these
organisations? Or, this is just “reli-
gious consumerism” and promo-
tional activity to attract more cus-
tomers and reach the target cus-
tomers of services in those fields?

What I am concerned with is:
how the philosophy of the "sticker”
is comparable with actual perfor-
mance of the organisation. Is there
any parameter by which we can
make an acceptable value judg-
ment from Islamic and commercial
perspectives. We can very well
understand the political and socio-
logical ideology of the "Islamic
sticker”, but it is really difficult to
measure the impact when it comes
to a business organisation. [ do not
know how much Islamic is Islamic
banking. At least the issue is not
clear to me.

For example, the banks practis-
ing Islamic banking do not call
"interest”, they allow share of profit
to the depositors as dividend. But
what about the "dividend' they
receive from their business bor-
rowers? How the "dividend” 1is
calculated in the business house of
the borrowers?

[ have difficulties to accept the
success of the Islamic value in
those organisations simply by
naming and putting a few investors
from Arab countpies on the Board
of Management and show up in
their traditional dress code. | need
to know the practical implications
of the same.

Those who are well informed
about the operational details of
Islamic banking in Bangladesh or
elsewhere may kindly give the
operational details when it comes
to the question of borrowers and
depositors. I shall be highly obliged
to getan authenticresponse.
Areader, One-mail

Firstdebate

In the first presidential debate,
McCain behaved like Mr. Knowall
from the barracks -- overconfident
and arrogant. Obama looked pow-
erful and presidential and yet more
friendly and compromising.

McCain is more like the average
American, and so he may win the
election!

Humayun Hye
Baridhara, Dhaka

Thebigtwo

No doubt, it will be a great achieve-
ment of the military-backed care-
taker government if they succeed
in bringing the two major parties to
a dialogue in the greater interest of
thennation.

We are looking forward to it!
Sumona Sharmin
Green Road, Dhaka

Zardari's comments
Please allow me to voice my frus-
tration over the much publicized
promiscuous behaviour the
Pakistani president displayed
during his meeting with the
American vice-presidential hope-
ful Sarah Palin. If his personal
remarks, unbecoming of a head of
state, were not embarrassing
enough for the Pakistani commu-
nity settled in America, most of us
are dumbfounded over the spin his
party is putting in his defence; e.g.
it's considered as a compliment in
Us.

| have lived in the US for some 20
years. During the last couple of
decades, | have learned a thing or
two about the American culture, so
when | say the following, I speak
from personal experience:

a) Well over 50% Americans
consider themselves to be morally
conservatives. The party of Sarah
Palin, the Republicans, pride them-
selves to be a party of social and
moral conservatives.

b) Had I ever passed such com-
ments, at job or business, [ would
have been fired from my job, or at
minimum, would have been sued
for sexual-harassment.

¢) Have we already forgotten the
price President Bill Clinton had to
pay for his promiscuous behav-
iour? He was impeached forit!

[ would have never asked the
following, had Mr. Zardari's apolo-
gists did not put up such a morally
bankrupt defence for his embar-
rassing antics: How would have we,
and especially Mr. Zardari's apolo-
gists, reacted had a foreign digni-
tary passed similar chauvinistic
remarks against a female leader of
Pakistan?

Adnan Gill
Los Angeles, USA

Hon'ble Chief Adviser

| am observing from here that you
are trying your best to bring posi-
tive changes in the socio-economic
condition of Bangladesh, after
assuming the responsibility of the
Chief Adviser. Now you have very
limited time in hand.

Bangladesh needs three funda-
mental institutional reforms: a) 3
new divisions i.e. Rangpur,
Mymensingh and Comilla. b)
Bicameral pafliament for demo-
cratic governance and c) produc-
tive and responsible national pay
structure.

This is a non-political reform
that will bring qualitative change
in the political, economic, social
and cultural institutions in
Bangladesh. It will also ensure
rapid political, economic, social
and cultural development of the
people.

Ahsanul Karim

Graduate student
University of Texas at Dallas
(UTD)

Restaurants at Cox's

Bazar

We, the Cox's Bazar beach lovers,
are shocked to learn that the
Directorate of Environment has
issued letters to three renowned
beach restaurants--Angel Drop,
Sweety's Finger and Tropicana
alleging that they are polluting the
environment and asked them to
remove the structures.

These three restaurants have not
only beautified the place but are
also a source of inspiration and
relaxation for the beach goers. A
good number of people both from
within the country and abroad visit
Cox's Bazar to see the wooden
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Colonial impact on education

etc), they used to represent our sub-
continental religions and culture on the
basis of their interest.

So, under the control of colonial
power, it is not possible to be liberal and
to practise our own culture. See, our TV
advertisements, “If a girl has fair skin,
she will be able to obtain a good job”.

The people who believe that we are free
from every kind of colonial influence are

notbeing realistic.

Though we have got our liberation,
intellectually or mentally, we are still
dominated by the colonial doctrines.

It is a sad truth that our students are
eager to acquire their higher degree to
become so-called most obedient ser-
vants. I think such kind of phenomenon
is the hallmark of colonialism.

Readers, now I am going to show an
example so that you can easily see the
problem. In Bangladesh, at the second-
ary level our students usually learn a
common term “Sir, [ beg most respect-
fully to state” in the application. That
means our forefathers used to beg. We

arestill beggars!

Since the time of British rue, till now,
our entire education system has been
manipulated for the sake of colonial
interest. Perhaps, due to this utilitarian
and colonial tenet, we see that our stu-
dents are interested to read some spe-

cific subjects.

Henry Cardinal Newman puts a lot of
emphasis on “Liberal Education” in his
famous prose named “The Idea of a

University”.

Yes, the aim of a universityis neitherto
create faithful and dutiful servants, nor
to make high-handed bureaucrats.
Education must aim to create better,
perfectand illuminated human beings.

Well, I am not opposed to the techni-
cal or market based education. Rather, I
would like to say that a university stu-

education.

Methodist movement,

dent should be illuminated with native
culture besides his professional skills. It
is a common phenomenon that our
students are going abroad, After depart-
ing the motherland they feel a kind of
alienation. So, they don't feel enthused
to return to the native country. I think
this is happening due to lack of liberal

Readers, 1 would like to draw your
attention to our “Madrasha” education.
In the past, British rulers highly patron-
ized “Madrasha” education for their own
sake. But, in reality the “Madrasha” stu-
dents are deprived of many things.
Although, British people were accus-
tomed to religious conflicts ( i.e. The
Protestant and Catholic conflict,

That means the girl having dark skin

Reformation,
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may not get any job or dark skin is the
symbol of ugliness!

Actually, we are imprisoned by some
invisible colonial customs. So, atfirstwe
should reach the bottorn of the problem.
This is high time to think aboutit.
Aiman Bin Shaofiqul Hamid
Dept. of English
International Islamic University
Chittagong
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structures which give the opportu-
nity to observe the scenic beauty of
the sea from the deck of these
restaurants.

Angel Drop is the oldest among
them and it is in the book of
"Lonely Planet” international
tourist guide publication. These

restaurants are very popular .

among the foreign as well as local
tourists. These have private indi-
vidual ownership with valid licen-
ces. The government is also getting
revenue from them.

We really fail to understand how
these restaurants are polluting the
environment.

I would request the beach lovers
to raise their voice and lend their

" support to these three restaurants

by requesting the Directorate of
Environment to withdraw their
letters.

Navid

K street

Texas, USA

Chinese products

The current Chinese milk powder
contamination is a serious blow to
the trust on all Chinese products!
We in Bangladesh must re-look for
different sources, as we import
many things from China. Starting
from plant and machinery to con-
sumer goods, toys, medicines,
processed food and many primary
and semi-finished raw materials
and primary and ready to use
chemicals, paints etc. All these and
many more items coming from
China are nowsuspect.

Invariably, we tend to buy
Chinese products, because of low

price; but now we know from expe-
riences in Europe and America that
it could be poisonous and fatal for
us. The tainted milk powder may
have cost many children's lives,
unknown to us! We must now thor-
oughly check and verify all Chinese
chemicals, food products, paints,
cosmetics and toiletries before we
allow it to be delivered to the
unsuspectingimporters!

This practice of dangerous
contamination may have been
covertly going on for a long time. It
was only in early 2007, that petfood
coming from China mostly to
Europe and America, first triggered
the alarm, due to widespread
illness to pets. This was traced to
the deadly tainting of pet food with
melamine! Next came toothpaste
containing poisonous chemical
used to manufacture automobile
anti-freeze imported again by
Europe, America and many other
countries! This followed the use of
lead paint in Chinese toys, a popu-
laritem of import from China!

One can onlywonder how many
children in the world have suffered
directly or indirectly from lead
related poisoning, caused by play-
ing with Chinese toys! On the medi-
cal side, contaminated Chinese
ingredient "heparin” in blood
thinner has been identified in the
USA where it had caused many
deaths!

These are known, and many may
be still unknown, that we ingest or
normally use without knowing
what poison it may contain!
Figuratively speaking, it Is worse
than nuclear weapon, because in
the latter case others can easily

Why this intolerance?

identify the cause of radiation
sickness and death!

Who knows how many of our
future generations have been
infected by the use of melamine
tainted milk powder and many
other confectionaries and foods
and food related items that we
import from China! Not only at the

" consumer end, our authoritiés

must rigorously test all raw, semi-
finished and finished products that
are food or chemical related,
imported by our whole-sellers and
manufactures of paints, inks and
related chemicals and food based
products that we use regularly as
consumers or as manufacturing
material locally.

Any product made from Chinese
chemicals and other materials are
now logically suspect.

The threat is very real, and has a
long term impact on our health
problems.

The authorities must take it
seriously. No amount of Chinese
reassurances can answer the vital
question. Are these items really
SAFE? For us to use or consume?
S.A.Mansoor
Dhaka

Onestop service

The service delivered at the one
stop service at the passport office at
Agargaon is simply outstanding
and deserves appreciation. There
has been a significant improve-
ment in the overall service.

The service is prompt, easy and
free of bribery. Gone are the days of
mastans, hoodlums and the bro-
kers. Gone are the days of unneces-
sary delays and hassles. The cha-

We know that since the beginning of the Pakistani era, the
act of breaking the images of the Hindu goddesses and defil-
ing their places of worship has been the favourite pastime of
some people. It happened last year despite the Rab deploy-
ment (we shall not talk about the years of the 4 party alli-
ance rule when those acts were rampant) and it has hap-

pened this year.

We can understand it when a madmen in a fit of insanity
breaks into the mandap and shatters the pratima heads in a
remote village, away from the reach of the law enforcers.

However, when such examples of intolerance are wit-
nessed in a place like Gulshan, we really have reasons to be
worried. The Gulshan residents wanted to hold a puja in the
Gulshan playground this year. Though approved by Rajuk,
is was denied by the DCC. The reason given for the denial
was that the venue was too close to the Azad mosque. |
would like to pose the mayor this question-- does he know
of one, just one, minority citizen of this country who will
commit the suicidal act of playing the dhak near a mosque?

In the world of this century, let us no longer bury our
heads in the sands. Let religion be where it belongs--in the

heart of the individual.
Torab Hossain
Gulshan, Dhaka

otic scene at the gates is gone.
Everything is being run in an
orderly manner and appears to be
disciplined.

The entire area offers a decent
look. The officials are courteous
and friendly. It's a huge change
from the past. I would like to con-
gratulate the caretaker govern-
ment for addressing the griev-
ances ofthe people.

Hope we can maintain the order
and discipline.

Shamim Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

“Half the cabinet

abroad”

What could be more important
news for this impoverished nation
than the above? How else to serve
the nation better? What else could
be the best way of spending our
hard earned forex, primarily
earned through the remittances of
our expatriate poor labourers?
Coming to power our leaders get
mad to visit foreign countries at
state cost, not realising how dearly
it costs the nation. The nation
bleeds.

But no one should dispute or
question the recent visit of our CA
accompanied by his foreign adviser
to the UNGA at New York. It was of
course an international as wellas a
national requirement. But what
aboutthe othervisits?

May we hope future political
governments will stop such mis-
use and abuse of our forex and will
utilise every penny for national
development, after all our forex
reserves determine our financial
strength.

A.B.Mohammed Zakaria
Stanwell, Staines
Middlesex

UK

Sexual harassment
by teachers

The incidents of sexual harassment
( of students by teachers) In
Rajshahi, Dhaka, BUET,
Jahangirnagar and other universi-
ties have occurred over the
decades, reminding us how little
we have done to ensure the security
of female students on campus.

The students and the Civil
Society are now trying to force the
authorities to make stringent rules
to prevent this type of incidents.
But the authorities seem to be
acting otherwise. A recent news
item shows that a convicted pro-
fessor guilty of sexual harassment
has been rewarded by the authori-
ties.

Tainted persons should not be
selected for even symbolic national
positions. The issue should be
taken socially and the culprits must
be cornered.

Maheen Zakariah Khan
Elephant Road, Dhaka
Ex-studentof BUET



