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Prospects of becoming a tourist hot-spot

The origin of mass Durga Puja celebration
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This old temple has now become a breeding ground for weeds and has been reportedly encroached

by Taherpur College authorities.

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

-------------------------------------------------

The tourism prospect of Taherpur
was focused on while observing
the greatestiBengali Hindu festival
Durga Puja at the remote town
under Bagmara upazila where the
festivities were introduced 528
years ago.

Durga Puja in this region was
initiated by Raja Kangsa Narayan
Roy Bahadur in 1480 (Bengali year
887)

Folklore researchers believe
that the Durga Puja celebration

» celebration;”

Raja Kangsa Narayan.

“Durga Puja used to be cele-
brated within the family parame-
ters before the Taherpur dynasty
started observing it as a universal

researcher Dr.! Saifuddin
Chowdhury of Rajshahi University:.

In the old days, Durga Puja was
celebrated with fitting grandeur in
the area. People of all religions
used to enjoy local operas, dramas
and fairs on the occasion, said
Kartik Chandra Saha, president of
the local 'Puja Udjapon Commit-
tee'.

1said “folklore!

asm 1s nevertheless sincere,” he
said, adding that devotional songs
including kirtan were performed
everyday during the puja.

“Pegged as 'the venue where

ceremonious Durga worship

began,’ Taherpur holds an appeal-
ing prospect of becoming a tourist
hot-spot,” said Shyamol Kumara
Saha, general secretary of the Puja
Udjapon Committee.

According to Hindu mythology,
Ram, elder son of King Dashrath,
was the first to perform Durga Puja
to save people from the tyranny
Raban, King of Lanka. Ram

PHOTO: STAR

The peak of the Shiv Temple in Taherpur.

onment. Since then, Durga Puja
was observed privately at homes
until its "Sharbojonin (for all)
celebration was introduced by
Raja Kangsa Narayan.

Locals. allegg| that Taherpur
College authority is using the
palace of Raja Kangsa Narayan.
Moreover, the authority has
recently encroached a part of the
temple where the main Durga Puja
was observed, according to
sources.

“The encroached part is used
during Saraswati Puja and left
uncared for throughout the rest of

the holiest occasion observed by
Bengali Hindus, Taherpur can be
turned into a pilgrimage that can
draw millions of visitors, especially
during the autumn fe:,maj said
Kartik. |

He sﬁglgc;sted that - a well-

furnished festival auditorium and
low-cost resorts for the visitors
were needed.

"India makes good economic
use of its famous Muslim heritage
sites like Ajmer Sharif by maintain-
ing the sites as religious tourist
spots. Why can't we benefit from
one of the most important sites
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Walter Salles: Back on the road

(NN, London

When Brazilian director Walter
Salles films a movie, the journey is
often more interesting than the
final destination.

Salles, the director of The
Motorcycle Diaries, likes to let the
fabric of his films develop as he
shoots, and as a result, his movies
often take on an improvisational

" quality.

The approach couldn't be more
fitting for his current project, the
adaptation of Jack Kerouac's
seminal novel, On the Road.
Kerouac, who famously typed the
manuscript on a single scroll of
paper, wrote in a loose, free-form
style that captured the energy and
excitement of spontaneous cre-
ation.

First published in 1957,
Kerouac's story about Sal Para-
dise and Dean Moriarty -- two
young men who journey across
the North American landscape in
pursuit of self-knowledge and
experience -- still resonates in
today'sworld, according to Salles.

"I am not really interested in
doing a period piece that wouldn't
have a correlation with what we
are living right now," he told CNN.
"There is a strange modernity to
the theme, and maybe "On the
Road" is more contemporary
today than iteverwas," Salles said.

The film adaptation of the novel
has been stuck in development since
Francis Ford Coppola optioned the
rights nearly three decades ago. But
the film appears to be moving ahead
with Sallesatthe helm.

Salles, 52, started out making
documentaries, and his fiction
films still possess a strong sense of
realism. To achieve that authentic-
ity, Salles often casts non-actors
andrelies heavilyonimprovisation.

In his latest movie "Linha de
Passe," all of the actors, with the
exception of one, were making

Cannes Film Festival this year,
was Improvised, according to
Salles.

Filming on the road, which
injects an element of uncertainty,
is another method Salles uses to
foster natural improvisation. He
has directed three road movies:
"The Motorcycle Diaries” (2004),
“Central Station® (1998) and
"Foreign Land" (1996), which he
co-directed with Daniela
Thomas.

“The beauty of road movies is
that they teach you that the fur-
ther you go from the place where

poignant look at Sao Paulo's
underclass through the lives of four
brothers, who have different
fathers, and their mother.

Salles has succeeded in taking
on revered works before. He
filmed Che Guevara's cult jour-
nal, "The Motorcycle Diaries,”
and was hailed for his humanistic
portrayal of the revolutionary's
early life.

Salles is approaching "On the
Road" in a thorough manner. He
followed the route Kerouac took
when he wrote the book and

Walter Salles at the closing ceremony of the Cannes International
Film Festival, 2008.

you originate from, the better you
understand where you are from,"
said Salles, "and that is kind of a
blessing to be able to discuver
one'sidentity." iy 22 o g !
The son of a d1plnmat Salles.
grew up moving from country to
country and developed an inter-
est in filmmaking because he
wanted to explore his roots and
better understand his homeland.
His films are as much about
place as they are about people, and
have often drawn attention to the

made a documentary along the
way as he interviewed Beat
poets and other characters from
the novel who are still living.

That experience helped Him

better understand the roots of
the Beat movement and the
inspiration behind the Kerouac's
book, Salles said, who is commit-
ted to staying faithful to the
essence of the book.

But he noted, as with any
adaptation, the resulting film
will reflect his understanding of
the book and the interpretation
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started widely in this sub- “Though now the celebrationis destroyed Raban's kingdom and theyear,"” said Kartik. according to Hindu myths?" he their film debut. About halfof the politicalandsocial problemsfacing of the actors and crew working
continent since its observance by onamuchlowerscale, theenthusi- rescued his wife Sita from impris- “Since it is the site of origin of questioned. film, which premiered at the Brazil "Linha de Passe” takes a withhim.
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