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Use of hormones in banana
orchards poses health hazard

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Indiscriminate spraying of harm-
ful hormones and chemicals in
banana orchards in hilly upazilas
of Modhupur, Ghatail and
Sakhipur continues unabated,
posing a serious health hazard and
causing environmental degrada-
tion. !

The hormones are usually
sprayed to increase yield of
banana, making it larger and ripen
itquickly.

Banana consumers have
become vulnerable to different
kinds of diseases including cancer.

Due to rampant use of harmful
chemicals, environmental friendly
worms and insects are also
decreasing fast.

About 2 lakh tonnes of bananas
are produced in the three upazilas
every year.

This year, 4,000 hectares of land
were brought under banana culti-
vation in Modhupur, 2,500 hect-
ares of land in Ghatail and 700

hectares in Sakhipur.

During a recent visit to
Modhupur, banana growers said
they apply 'planofix’ hormone
during budding stage to get early
yield and look those larger.

‘Ethrel' hormone is applied to
the fruits after harvest to ripen
those early and look those yellow.
The two types of hormones are
very harmful to human beings.
Even they cause cancer, experts
said.

When contacted, Agriculture
Extension Department (AED)
deputy director here Horipada
Ghose said mobile teams compris-
ing officials of upazila administra-
tion and agriculture department
patrol the area to stop the bad
practice.

Moreover, AED holds regular
motivational campaigns to create
awareness among farmers about
bad effects of the hormones, he
said.

The Crime Prevention
Company-3 of Rapid Action

Battalion-12 led by Captain CAH
Mabmud raided Modhupur
banana market, the biggest one in
the districtlast week.

They caught red-handed five
sprayers and 20 banana wholesal-
ers when they were spraying harm-

PHOTO: STAR
Two workers spraying hormones in a banana orchard in Modhupur upazila,

making the fruits larger aw well as dangerous for consumers.

ful chemicals to ripen bananas,
They damaged 1,000 bunches of
bananas on the spot. Each of the
sprayers were fined Tk 5,000 under
Food Purity Acts. Later, 20 banana
wholesalers were released after
giving undertakings.

8 sacks of
fertiliser
seized: 2 held
in B'baria

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bbaria

Police seized eight sacks of fertiliser
weighing 400 kilogram and arrested
two persons who were smuggling
those from Brahmanbaria to
Habiganj district on Thursday.

Ahid Mia, 35, and Arzoo Mia, 50,
were smuggling eight sacks of
fertiliser from Brahmanbaria to
Madhabpur upazila of Habiganj
district through Dhaka Sylhet
highway, police said.

Acting on secret information, a
team of police of Islampur outpost
challenged them near Islampur
Degree College here.

As Ahid and Arzoo failed to show
valid dotUments, police Selz¥d the
fertilliser and arrested them.
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'Solve waterlogging, end woe

of people in Kobadak basin'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Leaders of Pani Committee (com-
mittee for water), an organisation
floated by local people), yesterday
urged the government to take
measures to solve the persisting
waterlogging problems in the
Kabodak basin to mitigate suffer-
ings of the affected people.

They said over 2,00,000 people
in 24 unions under five upazilas in
Satkhira and Jessore districts
remained marooned as water
from the silted river Kabodak
entering the areas through
breaches of embankments and
due to overflowing of banks, they
said at a press conference organ-

ised by the committee at a hotel in
'‘the tovwn™ et w : |

Affected people are sufferings

for lack of food and pure drinking
water as waterlogging is hamper-
ing agriculture and other income
generating activities, they said.

Stressing the need to take up a
long-term project to dredge silted
Kabodak River in the south-
western region to solve the
waterlogging, they urged the
government to declare the under-
water areas asa 'disaster zone'.

The worst affected upazilas are
Kalaroa and Tala in Satkhira and
Manirampur, Keshabpur and
Jhikargachha upazilas in Jessore
district, Pani Committee President
Principal ABM Safiqul Islam said
while reading out a written state-
ment.

Over 10,000 homeless people
have faken'sheltéron high FndSin
the affected areas and the people

are facing acute scarcity of food
and pure drinking water, he said.

The problem has aggravated
over the years due to declining
flow of the Ganges, deposit of silt
in the Kabodak, unplanned
coastal embankments and shrimp
cultivation, he said.

He demanded that the govern-
ment arrange sufficient relief for
the affected people and their
rehabilitation after receding of the
stagnant water.

Expressing concern over
spread of skin diseases and diar-
rhoea in the affected areas, he
urged the political parties and
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10-day ban on hilsa
fishing Oct 15-24

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A 10-day
hilsa has been imposed from

restriction on fishing of

upazila in Patuakhali district.

Lakhs of hilsa fishes proceed to
coastal, estuary and river waters
from sea to lay eggs during full

Boatmen kill
dolphin on
Meghna River

OUR CORRESPONDENT, B'barla

Callous boatmen on the Meghna
River yesterday killed a dolphin
near Panishyar village under
Sarallupazilaof the district.

As a few boatmen of Panishyar
village were carrying brick on a big
boat on the Meghna River near
Panishyar village, 15 kilometres
off the district town, a 40 kg dol-

phin jumped onto the boat, locals
sald.

The boatmen beat the dolphin
to death and later sent it to Bikal
Bazar of Sarail for sale.

Earlier on several occasions,
fishermen and boatmen caught
and killed dolphins, which is still
seenin Meghna and Titas rivers.

'‘Absconding'
C'nawabganj
BINP leader

Papia returns

OUR CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabgan|

After remaining absent for 16
months, Chapainawabganj Sadar
upazila BNP President Syeda
Ashifa Ashrafi Papia on Thursday
arrived at her Pathanpara resi-
dence as party leaders and activists
welcomed her with motorcade
rallies.

Syeda Ashifa Ashrafi Papia,
president of Chapainawabganj
Sadar upazila BNP, remained
absconding from the area after an
extortion case was lodged against
her on June 6last year,

Chapainawabganj District and
Session Judge's Court awarded her
five years imprisonment in an
extortion case on August 13 last
year.

However, the High Court
recently stayed proceedings of two
casesagainsther,

As she arrived at Baliaghata,
leaders and activists welcomed her
and accompanied her to
Pathanpara residence with motor-
cade rallies on the eight-kilometre
road.

Addressing leaders and work-
ers, Papia said cases lodged against
herwere false and baseless.

Conspiracy against BNP will
not' bé ‘successful, said' Papya's
husband district BNP secretary
and former lawmaker Harunur
Rashid Harun.

Leaders and activists belonging
to a faction of pourasava and
upazila BNP expressed dissatisfac-
tion over her return, party insider
said.

Asked about motorcade rally
during the emergency,
Superintendent of Police SM
Mahfuzul Haque Md Nuruzzaman
said police did not allow any
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Grameenphone arranges a boat race on ariver in Dashmina upazila in Patuakhali on Thursday.

Central BNP team
starts Sylhet visit
tomorrow, a faction
plans boycott

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A central coordination team of
BNP will start visiting greater
Sylhet region from tomorrow to
look into the organisational
matters in four districts where
the party has been suffering
serious intra-party feud for
long.

The 18-member team led by
BNP Joint Secretary General Prof
Abdul Mannan will visit
Habiganj on October 12,
Moulvibazar on October 13,
Sunamganj on October 14 and
Sylhet and hold meeting with the
local bodies.

However, a major faction of the
party leaders, mostly loyal to
Sylhet BNP district chief Ilyas Ali,
may boycott the Sylhet meeting, a
few local leaders said, adding that
the committee is yet to inform the
office-bearers in Sylhet of their
coming.

«EQur former, lawmakers, are
among those planning the boy-
cott, sources said.

Talking to The Daily Star last
night, the deputy chief of the
committee, former whip Fazlul
Haque Aspia, however, said the
committees in Sylhet city and
four districts were duly
informed of the matter and they
had been asked to communi-
cate with the upazila commit-
teesin time.

“We have no confidence on
most of the 18-member commit-

role for the party at the crucial
moments after the one eleven,”
said Ali Ahmed, a member of
Sylhet district convening commit-
tee.

“I did not get dny letter regard-
ing the meeting,” Sunamganj
district BNP General Secretary
former lawmaker Kolim Uddin
Ahmed Milon, told The Daily Star
lastnight

In another move days ago, a
team sent by the central commit-
tee held meetings with the BNP
men in Sylhet, where party men
loyal to former finance minister
Saifur Rahman attended but the
adherents of Sylhet district BNP
chief former lawmaker Ilyas Ali
boycotted.

Later the pro-llyas people
staged a showdown in the name of
Eid reunion onlast Monday.

Their rivals announced hold-
ing acountershowdowntodaybm

Woman killed
in Patuakhali

clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A woman was killed in a clash
between members of two families
at Shrirampur village in Dumki
upazila on Thursday.

The victim is Jahanara, 35,
daughter of Abdur Rashid Mridha.
Police arrested three persons
including a woman for their
alleged involvement in the inci-
dent.

There was previous enmity
between family members of two
brothers Rashid Mridha and
Late Naya Mridha, police and
locals said. The clash ensued
when a child belonging to
Rashid’s family was assaulted by
other family members. Nur
Hossain's son Naya Mridha and
others attacked members of
Rashid Mridha's family with
sharp weapons. They chopped
four persons sustaining their
grievous injuries. All of the
injured were admitted to Dumki
Lutheran Hospital immediately
after the incident. Of them,
Jahanara was declared dead by
on-duty doctors.

The body was sent to
Patuakhalimorgue forautopsy.

Police arrested Nur Hossain

itwas later postponed.

Monir Hossain

Mrdha;, his wife Lutfa and son

é Civil Aviation Authority
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Office of the Chief Engineer

Headquarter, Kurmitola, Dhaka
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Tender Notice

Sealed lenders are hereby invited for the undermentioned

work as per foflowing lerms and
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and river waters to facilitate safe
breeding of hilsa during peak
breedingseason.

The ban will be enforced from
Shaherkhali to Haitkandi in
Chittagong district, Uttor Kutubdia

agencies have been asked to moni-
tor proper execution of the restric-
tion, official sources said.

Stern action will be taken against
violators of the restriction, they said.
First time violators of the restriction

Family of 2 slain BNP leaders
still under death threat

3. Tender package No

CD-2-05/2008-2008

4. Invitation of tenders rel. &

CAAB/W-129Pan-96(Ka)222

Dated

o Time for completion of works

dale 04 082008

S (nine) months

Eligibility of lenderers

N

Local bonafide civil
"A" Special Class & above (Ciwil) contracior

contraciors'CAAB enlisted
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Poschim Syed Awalia in Bhola
district and Latachapli of Kalapara

Punishment will be doubled for
repeated offence, they further said.

Family members of sl'ain Shailkupa
upazila BNP organising secretary

Bahini in Shailkupa move in the
area.

must be submitted along with the tender in the
fom of Bank
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4 held for possessing VGF
rice in three districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Seventy-seven sacks of Vulnerable
Group Feeding (VGF) and Vulnerable
Group Development (VGD) rice were
recovered in Bandarban,
Mymensingh and Sirajganj districts
yesterdayand Thursday:.

Four persons including a union
parishad (UP) chairman were
arrested in Bandarban and
Mymensingh districts in this con-

Goshgoan Bazar in Dhubaura
upazilayesterday.

One person identified as Md
Mafiz Uddin, 50, of Jhigatala village in
Dhubaurawas arrested in this regard.

VGF rice was distributed among
1,000 people at Goshgoan union
yesterday in absence of upazila
relief officer, police said. During its
distribution, Mafiz Uddin deceived
the recipients and took VGF rice to
Goshgoan Bazar illegally for sell

hard days amid threat by the killers
belonging to outlawed parties.

After Idrish's murder by the
cadres of Gono Mukti Fauz on
January 21 this year, his wife
Tahmina Begum along with her
two sons Utshas, a student of class
seven of Shailkupa High School,
and three-year-old Uttal left their
house and started living i1n
Shailkupa town in fear of the crimi-
nals.

The tragic memory still haunts
Idrish's mother Rawshan Ara
Begum, who still lives at her son’s
house.

Idrish's elder brother Abu Bakar
Jamal, also chairman of 5 No

Rashid Malita alias Dada Tapan
shot and bombed to death district
Jubo Dal organising secretary
Haider Ali Hadu in front of his
residence at Adarsha para, said
Hadu's younger brother, adding
that they lodged a murder case
with Jhenidah Sadar Police Station
butnoaction has been taken so far.
“I want to see trial of my hus-
band's killers,” said Hadu's wife
Maya Begum, now facing a difficult
situation with her two daughters.
When asked about security of
the threatened family members
and action to be taken against the
killers, Superintend of Police
Jahangir Hossain Matabber said,

Kurmitola, Dhaka

9. Name and address of the
ofices seling lender
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document b)

a) Executive Engineer, Civil Division-2, CAAB

Kurmilola, Dhaka

PA 1o Member (Operaion & Planning),

CAAB HQ, Dhaka.

) PAlo Chief Engineer, CAAB HQ, Dhaka.

) PA to Supenntending Engineer, Gvil Circle
Dnaka.

) CAAB Headquarer,
Kummitola, Dhaka.

Cash Secton

Interested lenderers may view the documents af
the office of the Execulive Engmneer, Civi
Division-2, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka during the
NoMMal WOTKINg hours.
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ax clearance certficalte and experence
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others were arrested for illegally
possessing VGF rice in
Naikhongchhariupazilayesterday.

Following allegations received
from people, policemen of Baishari
police investigation centre con-
ducted raids in different places in
the upazila and recovered 53 sacks
of VGF rice sanctioned for distribu-
tion among poor people of Baishari
union, police said.

About 26 sacks of VGF rice were
recovered from the house of one
person named Wahiduzzaman
while 27 other sacks were recovered
fromashop.

informed, Dhubaura upazila
nirbahi officer (UNO) Sultan Alam
rushed to the spot and arrested
Mafiz alongwith therice.

Mafiz Uddin confessed to police
that he had distributed 10 kilogram
of rice instead of 15 kilogram ofrice
to each of the needy people.

When contacted, Dhubaura UNO
said Mafiz along with seized rice was
handed over to Dhubaura police.

Our Sirajganj Correspondent
reports: Police recovered 14 sacks
of VGD rice at Pathrail in Chowhali
upazilaonThursday.

terrorists who are still giving death
threats to him and his sons.

ately take necessary action in this
regard.”

olfice opening lenders

Headquarter, Kurmitola, Dhaka

12 Last dale and time for selling
tha tender documents

26/10/2008 up 1o 12.00 hours.

13. Last date and tme lor
submission of lendars

29/10/2008 up 1o 12.00 hours.

14. Date and time for tender
opening

29102008 al 1230 hours (In presence of
tenderers or their authonzed representative, if

any)

15. Regson Jor summanly | | 1)

rejection of lenaer

If atiested copy of the up-to-date enlistment
renewal fee receipl and up-to-dals vald
trade licance is nol lumished along with the
tender

)

VAT regsiration and up-lo-dale Income
Tax cerificate ifssuved from appropriate
authonty 15 not fumished a'ong with the
lender,

i) I the onginal money receipt of purchasing

wum () - Police arrested Baishari UP Tipped off, ateam of p ﬂﬁ:ﬁ{lu shed tender documents is nol enclosed
Sl. ftem Quantity chairman Faruq Ahmed, to the village and recovered the rice ¥) 1l the requsite eamest money Is nol
01. | Hank to Cone Winder 1 Sel Wahiduzzaman and shop While being taken to the godown of furnished along with the tender
02. | Twist Doubler (Ring twisl) 1Sel employee Abdul Quddus in this AbuSayeed,alocalricetrader. V)1 the requisie fander documents are nal
' g o ot Instead of distribution, Abdul lumished along with the tender
03, CO”‘? Greel 15el Later, Mamun Miah, an execu- Quader, chairman of Umorpur 16. | Special canditions : | I communication is disrupted on the last dae ol
04. SBCT.IGFI&] waf[&f 1SEt tive magistra[e .Df Bandarbﬂn Unlﬂn PaIIShad Sﬂld thE rice IHE' receving and opening the tender, tendars will
05. | Pina Winder 1Set Collectorate and Captain Abdul gally to Abu Sayeed, Chowhali :m;ﬁi::d c::ti hﬂ;ﬁm‘:z T:ttm;? jafﬁaah;r
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. . visited the spot and assured people  Uddin said. After the incident, both apl
07. | Looms: Reed space-56 10 Sets p paih - reject any or all the tender(s) without
' : . that stern action would be taken chairman Quader and Abu Sayeed any reason Watsouver o = L
08. | Looms: Reed space-64 5 Sels against the criminals. wentinto hiding, he said. —
Gt o Bz Our Mymensingh While contacted over cell gty CAAB/PR-88/2008/605 Ha"é';'}"f gﬁshld Bhuiyan
Correspondent reports: Police phone, district relief officer Abul ) ris the lone resident at the house left by other family mem- Dale: 5-10-2008 - \Lhietengineer (CC)
AT AR recovered 800 kilogram of VGF rice  Khair said he had heard the inci- Slain ldris’ mother is GD-4518 Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh
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