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No consensus in sight on
Pak terror war policy

The Maldives' first-ever demo-
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killed in aroadside bombing.

Anger against US
as Iraq Shias bury

slain MP

Ml] B{I& hdad

Mourners shouted anti-American
slogans as gunfire gripped the
Baghdad Shia district of Sadr City
ahead of the burial on Friday of a
radical member of parliament
killed in aroadside bombing.

Residents said heavy firing was
heard in Sadr City where Iraqi
troops and the US military stepped
up security after Thursday's bomb-
ing that killed 41-year-old Shia MP
Saleh al-Ogayly.

"Americans get out. Americans
get out,” shouted mourners as
relatives hugged each other and
wept while the wooden coffin of
Ogayly was brought out of his
home early on Friday draped in the
tri-colour Iraqiflag.

His Shia radical faction blamed
the killing on the US military and
said Ogayly had been a vociferous
critic of the proposed military pact
between the Shia-led government
of Premier Nuri al-Maliki and the

Americans.

What happened indicates that

the occupation (US forces) was
behind the attack,” said a spokes-
man for the movement's leader,
anti-US cleric Moqtada al-Sadr.

"He has criticised severely the
weakest points in the (US) agree-
ment which led to the embarrass-
ment of the Americans,” the
spokesman Sheikh Salah told AFP
in the central shrine city of Najaf.

“So we see that it was in their
interestto getrid of Ogayly.”

The radicals are strongly opposed
to the proposed Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA) which would
provide the legal basis for a US troop
presence beyond December when a
UN mandate runs out.

Obeidi said Ogayly was a key
figure in negotiations with the
government on the SOFA.

His coffin was carried by
mourners to the local office of the
Sadr movement for supporters to
pay their lastrespects.

The coffin was then placed on a
white sports.utility vehicle ta be
driven to the main Shia cemeteryin
Najal.

PHOTO: AFP
Iragl Shia Muslims, supporters of the movement of cleric Mogtada al-Sadr, burn an Israell and US flags yesterday

during a demonstration following Juma prayers in Baghdad's Sadr city yesterday. Mourners shouted anti-US slo-
gans as gunfire gripped the Baghdad Shia district of Sadr City ahead of the burial of a radical member of parliament

India calls out

army to rescue
boy stuck in

well
AFP, Agra

Indian soldiers armed with
heavy machinery were moving in
Friday to dig out a boy from a
deep well in a replay of a similar
drama that was played out for
more than two days in 2006.

Two-year-old Sonu acciden-
tally fell into a 150-foot (47-
metre) -deep well Thursday in a
village near the northern Indian
Taj Mahal town of Agra and was
stuckatadepth of around 60 feet,
police said.

Rescuers were pumping
oxygen into the dry well as exca-
vators dug a parallel passage in
an effort to bring out the child,
officials and witnesses said.

"Sonu is stuck at a level of 60
feet but the well is just a foot (30
centimetres) in diameter and itis
impossible to send down a man
to bring out the boy,” Agra police
chief Raghubir Lal told reporters
atthesite.

"Besides, Sonu is too young to
haul himself out by a rope," Lal
said as authorities called in army
engineers to try and save the boy.
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cratic presidential election will be
decided in a run-off on October 29,
alter the first round falled to deliver
aclearwinner, officials sald.

The run-off date is well outside
the 10-day limit laid down by the
Indian Ocean archipelago's elec-
tion law.

The head-to-head vote will pit
Asia's longest serving leader,
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, against
his most outspoken critic and
former political prisoner
Mohamed "Anni" Nasheed.

During Wednesday's first
round, Gayoom polled 40.63 per-
cent of the vote, while Nasheed
secured 25.09 percent.

According to the election law,
the run-off should be held within
10 days, but Election
Commissioner Mohamed Ibrahim
insisted the delay was nece ssary.
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Joint session to resume on Monday

THE DAWN, Islamabad

If the government alms at creating a
national consensus on its strategy in
the “war on terror” through the joint
session of parliament, it seems to
have [ailed in its objective as all
opposition groups have been
expressing dissatisfaction with the
briefing and the quality of answers
to their questions,

However, the onus of giving solid
and unwavering suggestions for
formulation of a new strategy on the
war on terror rests with the opposi-
tion when they start speaking on
Monday the third day of the in-
camerasession,

The PML-N's parliamentary
leader, Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan,

called upon the government to
summon former president Pervez
Musharraf to the session 1o tell the
parliament about the “rules of
engagement” agreed upon with
Washington,

He said his party would not take
part in the question-answer session
as It was not satisfied with the for-
mat of the briefing so far. "We want
the parliament to be briefed on an
umbrella strategy to replace the
existing policy.”

The parliamentary group leaders
had agreed in a meeting with
Speaker Fehmida Mirza that a
general debate would follow the
briefing and every lawmaker would
be allowed a certain amount of time
to speak and forward suggestions
for the formulation of a new strat-

egy.

A unanimous resolution con-
taining recommendations on the
basis of suggestions made by the
lawmakers Is likely to be adopted
belore prorogation, sources saicr

On suggestions from legislators,
Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza
Gllani promised to brief legislators
after consulting his party.

President Asif Ali Zardari has in
the meantime convened a meeting
of the PPP's central executive com-
mittee on Friday. It will also be
attended by the prime minister,
ostensibly to discuss deliberations
ofthe joint sitting.

Those who spoke or put up
questions during the proceedings
included Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan,
PML-Q's Faisal Saleh Hayat, Leader

of Opposition in the Senate Kamil
Ali Agha, Munir Orakzai (Fata),
Senator Khurshid Ahmed (JI),
Maulana Fazlur Rehman (JUI-F)
Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao (PPP-
S), Leader of House in the Senate
Mian Raza Rabbani and Asfandyar
Wali Khan (ANP).

Meanwhile, Information
Minister Sherry Rehman has
described the session as a new

hapler fordemocracy.

“The ongoing briefing session for
the parliamentarians is a step,
towards strengthening the demo-
cratic system as it is aimed at taking
public representatives on board on
the most important challenge the
country is currently facing,” said
Sherry Rehman while talking to the
media onThursday.

Pak opposition demands
summoning Musharraf
to Parliament

PT1, Islamabad

Pakistani lawmakers are still look-
ing for answers from the top intelli-
gence brass on reasons for an
upsurge in terrorist violence in the
country and have suggested sum-
moning former President Pervez
Musharraf to explain the terms and
conditions agreed upon with the
US.

For this they have demanded
another elaborate briefing from the
[SI brass, which the government has
fixed for Monday. The lawmakers
are insisting on knowing whether
there is any apparent secret under-
standing to allow US-led coalition
forces to carry out missile attacks
and strikes on Pakistani soil border-
Ing Afghanistan.

There were still question marks
on whether the government would
accede to the demands for sum-
moning Musharraf before the joint
session.

The main opposition PML-N's
parliamentary leader Chaudhry
Nisar Ali Khan, called on the gov-
ernment to summon Musharraf to
the session to tell the parliament
about the "rules of engagement”
agreed upon with the US in the war
on terror which Pakistan entered
during his regime,

Khan said his party did not
participate in yesterday's ques-
tion-answer session as it was not
satisfied with the format of the
briefing.

"We want parliament to be
briefed on an umbrella strategy to
replace the existing (anti-terror)
policy,” Khan said.

Meanwhile, Interior ministry
chief Rehman Malik, a top leader of
the ruling PPP and a key aide of
President Asif Ali Zardari, will brief
members of the National Assembly
and Senate during Monday's ses-
sion in a second briefing by civilian
officials.

PHOTO: AFP

Kashmiri Muslims throw stones towards Indian police during a protest in Srinagar yesterday. Muslim separat-
ists opposed to Indian rule in Kashmir called for a strike to protest a visit by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

to the volatile region.

al-Qaeda commanders

escape Pakistan
missile strike

AFP, Miranshah

A US missile strike targeting a high-
level meeting of al-Qaeda and
Taliban commanders in a Pakistani
tribal area missed most of them by
just minutes, security officials said
yesterday.

Two missiles hit the house of
Pakistani Taliban leader Hafiz
Sahar Gul in the North Waziristan
district bordering Afghanistan on
Thursday night, killing nine people
including six Arab militants, the
officials said.

"There was a meeting of around
30 foreign al-Qaeda and local
Taliban commanders in the house
of Hafiz Sahar Gul but the majority
of them left the building ten min-
utes before the missile struck,” a
security official told AFP.

"The six Arabs who were killed
are all believed to be lower level
operatives,” the official added on
condition of anonymity.

Officials did not immediately
give the identities of the targeted
militants. But they said that they
were not al-Qaeda chief Osama bin
Laden or his deputy, Ayman al-
Zawahiri.

Residents said the other three
people killed in the strike in the
remote village of Tapi were women
and children, but there was no
official confirmation.

The incident in the lawless
district, a known haunt of Taliban
and al-Qaeda militants, is the latest
in a string of attacks on Pakistani
soil that have raised tensions
between Islamabad and
Washington.

PHOTO: AFP

A Pakistani tribesman stands amongst the debris of a collapsed house hit by
the missiles in the North Waziristan district bordering Afghanistan yester-
day. A US missile strike targeting a high-level meeting of al-Qaeda and
Taliban commanders in a Pakistani tribal area missed most of them by just
minutes. Two missiles hit the house of Pakistani Taliban leader Hafiz Sahar
Gul in the North Waziristan district bordering Afghanistan on Thursday,
killing nine people including six Arab militants,

Nato, Georgia in
military talks

AFP, Budapest

Nato and Georgian defence minis-
ters gathered yesterday for top level
defence talks to look at ways to help
rebuild the Georgian military in the
wake of Russia's assaultin August.
The meeting of the Nato-
Georgia Commission -- a first-ever

at ministerial level -- takes place on

the date set for Russia to withdraw
troops from buffer zones near two
rebel Georgian regions, Abkhazia
and South Ossetia.

Nato ministers will also strive to
end divisions over whether they
should join the fight against the
Afghan opium trade, a key source
of funds for their Taliban-led foes.

US Defence Secretary Robert
Gates has described the commis-
sion talks as an "historic event" and
was staunch in his support for
Thilisi's membership aspirations.

Nato foreign ministers were due
to make an assessment in
December on whether Georgia

should be granted a Membership |

Action Plan (MAP), the penult-
mate step before joining the
world's biggest military alliance.

"The United States and others
will continue to press for action
in December and we will cer-
tainly be talking to some of our
closest friends about this includ-
ing the French and the Germans,"
Gates said.

Kashmir rebels

‘call strike for

Indian
PM's visit

AFP, Srinagar

Muslim separatists opposed to
Indian rule in Kashmir called
Friday for a strike to protest a visit
by Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to the volatile region.

Singh was expected in Indian-
controlled Kashmir later in the day to
inaugurate a major hydroelectric
project and ﬂag off the Kashmir
Valley'sfirst train service on Saturday.

"We call upon the people to stage
peaceful protests after Friday prayers
and observe a complete strike on
Saturday to protest the prime minis-
ter's visit," said a statement by a sepa-
ratist coordination committee that
has spearheaded some of the biggest
anti-India protestsin two decades.

™

Nato agrees to fight
Afghan opium trade

AFP, Budapest

Nato agreed yesterday to officially
take part for the first ime in the
fight against Afghanistan's opium
trade to try to cut off drug funds
from Taliban insurgents, a spokes-
man confirmed.

Nato defence ministers agreed
that "Isaf can act in concert with
the Afghans against facilities and
facilitators supporting the insur-
gency, subject to the authorisation
ofrespective nations,"” he said.

The spokesman, James
Appathurai, said that the agree-
ment came with a number of con-
ditions, mostnotably that the move
happen in line with UN Security
Council resolutions and under
Nato's existing operational plan.

He declined to go into detail

about the deal, but did confirm that
the ministers would review the new
steps -- essentially a plan to hunt
down druglords and laboratories --
and possibly when they meet In
Polandin February.

"The idea of a review is indeed
envisioned,” he said, as the defence
ministers continued their talks in
the Hungarian capital Budapest

Nato has generally avoided
tackling drugs, with many mem-
bers fearful of compromising
support from ordinary Afghans,
including many poor farmers
dependant on such crops for their
livelihoods.

But the Taliban, ousted from
power seven years ago by a US-led
coalition, has been reaping close to
100 million dollars a year from the
opium trade and using the funds to
buyweapons to fight Nato troops.
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