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KURIGRAM-3 CONSTITUENCY .

Ershad's announcement
angers grassroots leaders

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Most of the Jatiya Party (JP) leaders
and activities at Ulipur upazila unit
expressed dissatisfaction over

arty Chairman HM Ershad as he
declared former minister Mydul
[slam as a candidate for Kurigram-
3 constituency in the next general
election.

They said the decision Ershad
had taken for the party candidate
in Kurigram-3 constituency Iis
undemocratic and disappointing.

In August, Ershad declared that
Mydul Islam would be the party
candidate for Ulipur constituency.
JP candidate Maulana Motiur
Rahman was elected from the seat
inthe 2002 polls.

JP Ulipur upazila unit
Organising Secretary Nuruzzaman
strongly criticised the decision and

urged the party chairman to select
a candidate as per the aspirations
of the grassroots-level leaders and
activists. .

He said, “Only six leaders of
Ulipur upazila unit of JP agreed
Ershad for Mydul. The rest of the
52-member committee were
against the decision.”

President of JP Dhamchreni
union unit and upazila unit
Treasurer Noor Baker said, “Mydul
Islam changed his political identity
five times during his political
career. In last two and half years, he
joined AL from BNP and then
joined JP from AL. Aleader who can
change political identity only for
power cannot be truly patriotic.”

Upazila unit Office Secretary
Shazamal said ignoring the opin-
ion of grassroots-level leaders and
activists is violation of

Representation of People's
Ordinance (RPO). As per RPO,
each political party has to frame
constitution with provision to
nominate three candidates with
the opinion of grassroots-level
leaders for choosing one by its
central committee, he
explained.

When contacted, JP upazila unit
President Gelap Uddin and
Secretary Atiar Munshi said they
had accepted Mydul as a candidate
for Kurigram-3 constituency.

Vice President of JP Ulipur
upazila unit Akhtarul Islam Harun
declined to comment onthe issue.

When contacted, Mydul Islam
said. “A few leaders of the upazila
unit influenced by another aspi-
rant candidate are making propa-
gandaagainstme.”

Dr Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury speaks at a roundtable
occasion of World Mental Health Day. On his left is Farah Ka

Mamun and Rabeya Sultana. (Story on Page 3)
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at the National Press Club in the city yesterday on the
bir and on his right are MM Nasir Uddin, Jawaherul Islam

3 killed in road accidents

METRO DESK

Three people were killed and 14
others injured in separate road
accidents in Chandpur and
Habiganjin the last two days.

Our correspondent in

Chandpur reports: Two  people

were killed and four others injured
in aroad accident in the districton
Thursday afternoon.

The accident occurred when a
three-wheeler collided head-on
with a microbus on Hajiganj-
Ramganj road at Sheikhpura under
Hajiganj upazila.

The dead were identified as Md
Shahadat, 25, and the driver of the
three-wheeler Noor-e-Alam, 27.

The injured were admitted to a
private clinic in Hajiganj Sadar but
later referred to Pangu Hospital in
Dhaka.

[n another actident. ten.people
were injured in a road accident on
Chandpur-Comilla regional high-
way near Aliganj under Hajiganj
upazilayesterday.

The accident occurred when a
Dhaka-bound bus from Chandpur
and a Chandpur-bound covered
van collided head-on and the bus

fellinto aroadside ditch.

The injured were rushed to
Aliganj Health Complex.

BSS adds: A motorcyclist was
run over by a Dhaka-bound pas-
senger bus on Dhaka-Sylbet high-
way at Titarkona under Bahubal
upazilain Habiganjyestérday. |

The accident took place when
Alhaj Shamim Ahmed, a business-
man of Puran Bazar of
Shayestaganj, was hit by the bus
while he was going to his business
place onamotorcycle from Mirpur.

Police arrested the driver at
Laskarpurand seized the bus.

125 MW coal-fired power plant

FROM PAGE 1

power plant since 2006. At that
time, the proposal was put aside
because of a staggering cost of Tk
1,000 crore, and also because the
mine was not producing enough
coal.

Petrobangla sources sayunder a
better management and favour-
able mining condition, the coal
mine is now producing coal more
than the 250 MW plant can con-
sume.

"Given the present trend of this
plant where the two units do not
operate all the time, the mine's coal
production may support anew 125
MW unit. But, if any one thinks
that the present coal production
can support continuous operation
of 375 MW (250 MW existing plus
125 MW new) power plant, it is
wrong, " said a Petrobangla official.

The existing plant is supposed
to consume 6.6 lakh tonnes of coal
annually, which is approximately
66 percent of the mine's annual
production target of one million
tonnes (presently the targetis eight
lakh tonnes). A third unit mathe-
matically demands another 3.3
lakh tonnes, which the mine can-
not guarantee.

In reality, this plant cannot
perform optimally, and the two
units can consume up to five lakh
tonnes. Sources noted that this low

quality plant would never be able
to perform optimally.

Since the plant is unable to
consume the mine's present level
of coal production, the mine's coal
yard has been filled up with surplus
coal. By December, the mining
authorities fear that the coal yard's
2.35 lakh tonne capacity will be
exceeded by two lakh tonnes of coal,
which must be sold to other buyers.
"We have floated atender and found
offers of $116 a tonne for 34,000
tonnes from brick kiln owners and
others," said amine source.

In such a situation in July, the
CMC wrote to the power secretary
that Bangladesh may find more
coal mines in its northern region,
and can therefore plan for more
coal-based power plants. It said
even with the present coal produc-
tion at Barapukuria--4,000 tonnes
a day-- it is possible to add a 125
MW plant within a maximum of 18
months.

The CMC is ready to negotiate
for that project which, the Chinese
company says, would be cheap to
implement as much of the infra-
structure is already there at the
existing plant site. The existing
plant consumes 2,200 tonnes of
coal a day, and adding the new unit
will raise the total to 3,300 tonnes.
The CMC is flexible about financ-
ing this project, and it is even open

aboutajoint venture.

The PDB reviewed and sec-
onded this proposal. It even sug-
gested yet another Supplier's
Credit from China, which the
government's procurement policy
discourages. The PDB also sug-
gested that CMC should imple-
ment the project in line with the
existing units as that would elimi-
nate any problems relating to
"interfacing” of the three 125 units,

"They are trying to say that this
unsolicited deal will be cheap. But
when we reviewed the investment
for a third unit in 2006, the cost
came to Tk 1,000 crore. This cost
does not justify building such a
plant on the basis of an unsolicited
negotiation,” said an official. "An
open tender will ensure cheaper, yet
modemn and efficient power plant.”

The existing plant was built at a
total cost of $260 million in 2001
whereas engineering, procure-
ment and construction cost of the
450 MW Meghnaghat power plant
was $180 millionin 1998.

Contract for the Meghnaghat
project was awarded through an
open tender, followed by open nego-
tiation. Barapukuria plantwas built
on the basis of an unsolicited and
secretive negotiation with a sup-
plier’s credit, which primarily bene-
fited Hosaf as representative of all the
Chinese companies concerned.

Bogra BNP
leader held
with alcohol

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested former joint secretary of
Bogra city BNP Noor Mohammad
with 300 bottles of alcohol from his
shop on Thursday night,

Acting on a tip-off, Rab-12
raided his shop on Bogra-Sherpur
road and arrested him, He was
handed over to police thatnight.

He was sent to Bogra jail yester-
day.

Global warming
sending tropical
species uphill:
Study

AFP, Washington

Global warming is driving tropical
plant and animal species to higher
altitudes, potentially leaving low-
land rainforest with nothing to take
their place, ecologists argue in this
week's issue ol Science.

[n a rare study on the impact of
global warming in the tropics,
University of Connecticut ecologist

. Robert Colwell and colleagues

worked their way up the forested
slope of a Costa Rican volcano to
collect data on 2,000 types of plants
and insects.

"Half of these species have such
narrow altitudinal ranges that a
600-meter (2,000 feet) uphill shift
would move these species into
territory completely new to them,”
said a summary of their article
released Thursday.

Many species would be unable
to relocate at all, as most tropical
mountainside forests have become
"severely fragmented” by human
activities.

Tropical lowland forests -- the
warmest on Earth -- would mean-

while be challenged by the absence |

of replacement species. Flora and
fauna unable to move uphill could
also perish, unless it turns out they
they can bear higher temperatures.

"Only further research can
estimate the risk," the summary
said, "but Colwell's report indi-
cates that the impact of global
climate change on some tropical

rainforest and mountain species |

could be significant.”
In another article, Science

reports thisweekonasimilaruphill |
tye‘k-bg-§qu£;r§5.+miqa_an§l-mh?r--i
small mammals 10 Yasemlid |

National Park in California, one of
the oldest wilderness parks in the
United States.

Comparing a landmark 1918
study against fresh data about

Yosemite's wildlife numbers, it |
found that small mammals have |

moved to higher altitudes, or
reduced their ranges, in response
to warmer temperatures.

"We didn't set out to study the
effects of climate change,” said
Craig Moritz, a zoologist and inte-
grative biology professor at the
University of California at Berkeley
who led the study.

"But the most dramatic finding
in the Yosemite transect was the
upward elevational shift of spe-
cies,” he said. "When we asked
ourselves what changed, it hit us
between the eyes -- the climate.”

While such population move-
ments have not altered Yosemite's
biodiversity, Moritz's research
team felt that rapid changes to the
climate in less than a century could
be a problem, a summary of the
article said.

While half of the small mammal
species at Yosemite have shifted
their ranges, the other half has not.
That means wildlife communities -
- and the way in which species
interact -- have changed, the sum-
mary explained.

If such change happens too fast,
said James Patton, a member of the
study, "elements of the (ecosys-
tem) may start to collapse because
a keystone element gets pulled out
too quickly”.

The study used as its starting
point a detailed 1918 survey of
Sierra Nevada wildlife by a Berkeley
professor, when the snow-capped
mountain range was under threat
from gold mining and overgrazing.
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An open boat market has sprouted in Bhatlary area at Sitakunda. Such type of business has developed alongside ship breaking industry in the port city. The
boats have been made with the lifeboats of large ship.
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Fund crisis, inherited debts

FROM PAGE 1
running, according to a BJMC
official.

This year the government has
allocated only Tk 125 crore for the
15 mills to purchase raw materials
when Tk 464 crore is needed to feed
them, former BJMC chairman
Ataharul Islam said.

The funds were released in the
second week of September, way
past the jute harvest. Then it may
take a few months for the mills to
complete purchasing jute.

The delay will add to the losses
as the middlemen who are hoard-
ing the jute harvest will sell their
stockpiles at higher prices, experts
and officials concerned said.

"Releasing the funds pretty late
and in small amounts has been the
norm for a long time. The govern-
ment must change such bureau-
cratic snafu,” said an official at the
jute and textile ministry.

The government has got to
allocate required funds on time, set
a target for each mill and make the
mill authorities accountable, he
said.

"The BJMC mills would not
recover otherwise,” he added.

Khandker Golam Moazzem, a
research fellow at the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) who studied
the jute industry, suggested grad-
ual write-off of debts.

He said introducing private
management at the state-owned

jute mills will revitalise them by

injecting efficiency.

The country grows about 55
lakh bales of jute on average, 40
percent of which are exported.

The mills produced 5.84 lakh
tonnes of jute products in the past
fiscal year. Experts said the indus-
try could churn out around 8 lakh
tonnes if all the mills were running
and uninterrupted supply of power

and raw materials could be
ensured.

Export earnings from manufac-
tured products and raw jute stood
at $318.34 million and $165.06
million in the last fiscal, according
to the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB).

The figures were $320.78 million
and $147.15million in 2006-07.

"There are much global demand
for jute products, but we cannot
meet it fully," BJMA Chairman
Najmul Huq said. "Unlike the
garment sector, the jute industry
adds 100 percent value to their
products because you don't need
toimportany raw materials.”

Former BJMA chairman
Kamran T Rahman said the govern-
ment gave more money to the
state-owned mills than the priva-
tised ones under the World Bank's
Jute Sector Reform Programme in
the early 90s.

Private-sector mills got govern-
ment funds equivalent to 16 per-
cent of their export earnings to
recover from losses. The margin for
state-owned mills was 31-67 per-
cent and they got the cash for lon-
ger period, he said.

"This created a very uneven
playingfield,” he said.

Jute was once called the golden
fibre; now it has become the dia-
mond fibre because worldwide
demand is on the rise, said jute
expert Shah Alam.

But power cuts and unavailabil-
ity of raw jute on time contribute to
50 percent and 40 percent of the
losses for the state-owned mills in
the Khulna region, he said.

Pointing to corruption, he said
bureaucrats and politicians have
long been on the make in the jute
sector. If the stolen assets were
recovered, the financial constraints
could largely be overcome.
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Visitors admire a portrait at a photography exhibition titled ‘Shotoborsher Pathik' by Photojournalist Shahadat
Parvez at Zainul Gallery at Institute of Fine Art at Dhaka University yesterday. Dhaka Heritage organised the

seven-day event.

Indian saree
worth over Tk
lcr seized

 in Sylhet

UNB, Sylhet

| Members of Rapid Action Battalion
| (Rab) seized some 3,000 pieces of
' Indian saree worth Tk 1.10 crore
' from a truck at Patlipara in
| Jayantapur upazila early yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, members of

| Rab-9 stopped a stone-laden truck

on Sylhet-Tamabil Road at about

' 2:00am and recovered the Indian

sarees fromit.

The truck driver and smugglers,
however, managed to flee.

In another drive, Rab arrested
drug peddler Rajendra Das, 34,
along with 34 bottles of phensidyl
from Mohakhai village in the
upazila Thursdaynight.

They also arrested one Hamid, 25,
from Lamabazar area in the cty at
night in connection with the attack
on police team on September 16.

They were handed over to
police.

12 injured as

fishermen
clash in Bhola

UNB, Bhola

At least 12 fishermen were injured
in an attack by their rival group in
the river Meghna yesterday.

Witnesses said fishermen of
Babul group of Daulatkhan
attacked and hacked 12 fishermen
of Sayed group in the morning
when theywent there for fishing.

The attackers also threw some
10/12 fishermen into the river who
were, later, rescued by the fellow
fishermen, said the injured.

The injured fishermen were
admitted to Bhola Sadar Hospital.
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Non-conventional Features of Stamford:
@ Largest campus among all private universities

EWe Bring Out The Best In You

Discover A Good Degree Accepted All Over The World...

-.0 Well equipped labs, high speed campus backbone network
;_,‘0 Six modern & rich libraries with sufficlent stock of books |
|| 4 Visiting professors from renowned North American universities:
. 19 Nationally renowned professors of our own and from Dhaka University & BUET
]| ® Non-smoking and non-political environment 4 Free doctor's service
| ®Credit transfer facilities

ﬁnw Private University In Bangladesh Having
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Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus

744, Satmosjid Road
Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9124161, 9124569,
8156122-3, 8153168-9
(Ext- 110, 118, 119, 120, 124, 125,
126, 128, 129, 294 & 462 )
Fax: 9143531
Mobile: 01713082401-03

Siddeswari Campus:

$First & Only /SO 9001 : 2000 Certified University In Bangladesh | | IGf Siddeswari Road, Dhaka

(Behind Monowara Hospital)
Tek 8355506, 8354577, 8355512-13
(Ext- 114, 116, 119, 121, 122, 191 & 192)

Mobile: 01713082404-05

- stamfnrd@stamfnrdunw

ersity.ws,

admission@stamforduniversity.edu.bd, Web Page:

www.stamforduniversity.edu.bd
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KNOWLEDGE FOR GLOBAL LIFESAVING SOLUTIONS

James P Grant School of Public Health
BRAC University and ICDDR,B
are proud to offer

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

XF

What is the course?

care related 1ssues:

Who should Apply?

benefit from this course,

work.

A SHORT COURSE ON HEALTH SYSTEMS

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (HSRD)
FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

With a view to further strengthen the health system in Bangladesh through capacity building of health
professionals and health sery ice providers, the course will provide:

e Comprehensive understanding of the goals of and relationships among various components of
health systems and how to measure health system performance;

e Conceptual as well as practical understanding of the health system in Bangladesh;,

e Articulation and internalization of the application of a systems perspective in addressing health

e Understanding and appreciating the role of health systems research and application of the research
tools and techniques in the context of Bangladesh; and

e Enhancing the knowledge and understanding about the nature and dynamics of the relationship
between health and sustainable development in Bangladesh

Mid-level health care professionals/workers in the Public, NGO and Private sectors who are engaged in
either policy development, strategic planning, governance and orgamizational/structural change/reform; or
service delivery at the macro (health ministry) or micro (community) level. Teachers, training instructors
and other professionals in institutions designed to train pnmary and/or allied health care workers wall also

Teaching Technique: A thoroughly participatory approach with problem-solving exercise and group-

Resource Persons: It will be led by Professor Anwar Islam, Associate Dean at the BRAC Uniy ersity
School of Public Health who has recently relocated to Bangladesh following a thirty year professional
career in Canada including serving as the Principal Advisor, Health Systems in the Policy Branch of the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Other highly skilled resources from BRAC
University and ICDDR,B will also be involved.

Course Fee: BDT 15,000 (excluding travel, food and accommodation costs).

Duration and Schedule: 02 to 27 November , 2008 (4 weeks)
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 23 OCTOBER, 2008

Apply to: Dr. Farah Mahjabeen, JPGSPH, BRAC University, 66 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 882-4051 ext. 4041 or e-mail: farahmahjabeen@bracuniversity.ac.bd www.bracu.ac.bd



