e R el

The Baily Star

METRoﬁOLITAN

Include mental health in
educational curriculum

Speakers tell at roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
said rapid breaking up of joint
families, decline of lineage ties and
restlessness of modern lifestyle are
primanly responsible for mental
disorder of people in the society.

The roundtable was organised
by the Welfare Society for Mental
Health and Rehabilitation
(WSMHR) in association with the
National Forum of Organisanons
Working with the Disabled
(NFOWD) and the ActionAid
Bangladesh at the National Press
Club in the city to mark the 16th
World Mental Health Day.

This year the theme of the day
was 'Making mental health a global

priority: Scaling up services
through citizens' advocacy and
action’

ActionAid Country Director

Farah Kabir was in the chair while
Dr Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury,
director of social welfare depart-
ment was the chief guest at the
roundtable.

Speakers at the roundtable
demanded cancellation of Lunatic
Act 1912 which was formulated on
the principle of “mad and bad
should be outofthe society.”

They called for introducing
mental health education in the
curriculum from primary to uni-
versity level to make people aware
of mentaliliness.

WSMHR General Secretary
Badrul Mannan in his keynote
paper said apart from neurological
disorders, any prolonged disease
and social and family problems can
cause mental disorder.

Whatever the cause may be, the
mental patients do not receive due
priority, he added, saying a good

number of mental patients can go
back to normal life contributing to
national development instead of
becoming a burden for the nation if
they can receive proper treatment
from their families and trained
physicians and nurses.

He said the theme of the day as
set by the UN has stressed three
points: right to sound mental
health, developing quality mental
heath service and increasing advo-
cacyandaction.

Associate Professor Salahuddin
Kawsar Biplob of psychology
department at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
said single family or nuclear family
are on the rise and joint families are
breaking up in the country leaving
elderly people and children vulner-
able to mental disease as they feel
veryinsecure.

“Among other steps to address

the issue we should encourage
people to live in joint families
leaving present trend of prodigal
lifestyle leading to live in single
family,” he added.

He said in western countries
incidents of committing suicide
are increasing mpidl}, as their
family bondage is getting weaker
due to breaking up of joint family.

According to a survey con-
ducted on the people above 18
years duringa period between 2003
and 2005, 16.1 percent people of
the country have mental illness in
different degrees.

Prof Nazimuddaulah
Chowdhury, psychiatric, Prof Dr
Mahmudur Rahman of medical
psychology department at Dhaka
University, Rabeya Sultana of
ActionAid and NFOWD General
Secretary Zawaherul Islam Mamun
also spoke on the occasion.
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Acting principal of Vigarunnisa Noon School and College Rokeya Akter Begum, fourth from left, and Persona Hair and Beauty Ltd Managing Director Kaniz Aimas
Khan, fourth from right, cut a cake at a reunion of the students of SSC 2004 and HSC 2006 batch on the school premises yesterday to celebrate their sorority.

Postponed JU
exams begin

Oct 30

BSS, Savar

The postponed Masters exami-
nations of Drama and
Dramatics Department of
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
will begin on October 30, a JU
press release said.

As per the schedule, the exami-
nation of drama criticism and
research method will be held on
October 30, history of drama
writing and drama direction in
different media on November 3,
drama writing strategy on
November 6, history of acting arts
on November 9, acting strategy
and method on November 12 and
history of drama direction on
November 15.

New alliance in Nov to

form govt of consensus
Says Gen Ibrahim

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Kalyan Party
Chairman Maj Gen (Retd) Syed
Muhammad Ibrahim yesterday
said a new election alliance will
be formed with pro-liberation
and anti-militancy forces to form
a government of consensus
through the December 18 general
election,

He made the remarks at a views
exchange meeting at the party's
New DOHS secretariat. Party
Secretary General Abul Kamal
Azad, Dhaka district convenor
Abdul Malek Chowdhury,
Chittagong district member secre-
tary Aziz Ahmed, Khulna district

convener Sadruzzaman Pintu were
spoke atthe meeting.

Gen Ibrahim said his party
would build up a poverty and
corruption-free Bangladesh with
the spirit of 1/11 and establish
accountability in all spheres. To
matenialise it, he said, united elec-
tion and a government of consen-
sus is needed. The new alliance will
formally be floated in the first week
of November.

He said Kalyan Party already
had discussions with some politi-
cal parties about the alliance which
would include new and old parties.

The discussion on the proposed
alliance will continue throughout
October, he said.

2 women crushed
under wheels
of train

UNB, Narsingdi

Two unidentified women were
crushed under the wheels of a train
at Quter Signal of Ghorashal
Station in Polash upazila yesterday.

Police said Intercity Eleven
Sindhur train crushed the women
to death while they were crossing
therail track atabout 9:00am.

GRP recovered the bodies and
sent those to Sadar Hospital
Morgue for autopsy.

Job seekers to
Korea sit for
language test

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Atotal 0of 14,812 job seekers willing to
migrate 10 Korea for employments
appeared for the second Korean
language test in 14 examinaton
centresin the city yesterday.

Out of them, Korea is expected to
recruit 5100 workers under
Employment Permit Scheme (EPS)
that allows foreign workers to enjoy
wages and facilities equal to the
native workersin Korea.

Starting from June this year, Korea
employed 858 Bangladeshi workers
in agriculture and construction
sectors and 168 others are expected
toleave bytheend of October.

In the first Korean language test
earlier, 5400 job seekers appeared,
saysa foreign ministry release.

Bangladesh Overseas
EmploymentServices Lid (BOESL), a
state-owned recruiting agency, is
responsible for the documentation
process of the workers going to
Korea. The total migration cost for a
worker isfixed at$788.

Foreign and Expatriates’ Welfare
. 1d Overseas Employment Adviser
1tekhar Ahmed Chowdhury
expressed his satisfacton at these
developments.

“The Republic of Korea 1s a key
market. During my visit there last
year, they expressed willingness 1o
recruit more and more
Bangladeshis,” he said.

“We have also set up a training
centre at Murpur with Korean assis-
tance which will provide skilled
manpower for the Korean market in
duecourse”, he added.

People crammed like sardines in acommuter train reach Kadamtali railway s

their near and dear ones.
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tation in Chittagong yesterday after spending Eid and Durga Puja hDIIdB)“S with

PROTEST RALLY TOMORROW

Intra-party contlict in Ctg
city BNP surfaces

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Internal conflict in Chittagong city
unit of Bangladesh National Party
(BNP) has surfaced centring the
centrally announced protest rally
scheduled to be held tomorrow

[he convening committee of

city BNP and another group are
organising the October 12 protest
rally at two different venues.

The convening committee at a
meeting at the party office yesterday
afternoon announced to hold the
rallyon Nasiman Bhaban premises.

On the other hand, the other

Tributes paid
to humamst
painters

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People from all walks of life paid |
glowing tributes to acclaimed |

painter SM Sultan on the occasion of
his 14th death anniversary yesterday.

One of the world's reputed artists
Sultan whose works depicting
strength of rural folks in ‘strong
muscles' earned appreciation from
homeand abroad.

The daylong programmes began
with the placing of wreaths at the
grave of the humanist painter at his
Masimdia village on the outskirts of
Narail town in the morning.

SM Sultan Foundation, Narail
Press Club, SM Sultan Shishu Charu
and Karukala Foundation and the
district administration organised
different programmes that included
Quran Khwani, milad mahfil, ofter-
ing of fateha and painting compet-
tion for children.

Over 100 children participated In
the painting competition at Shishu
Swarga, a child art centre dreamt and
established by Sultan.,

The children also took a five-
kilometre-long boat ride on Chitra
river from Narail to Gobra College
where local Police Super Kamrul
Ahsan distributed prizes among the
children who took part in the paint-
ingcompettion.

Other programmes included
discussion on SM Sultan's life and
works. Former district education
officer Sharif Atar Rahman chaired
the discussion while Additional
Deputy Commissioner (general)
Jahangir Alam was present as chief
guest.

Member-Secretary of Sultan
Foundation Prof Munshi Hafizur
Rahmanand Curator of Sultan Smnu
Complex Nayla Nahrnn were present
on theoccasion.

Sultan, fondly called by his village
people as Lal Miah, was born 1o a
family of Meser Ali and Maju Bibi of
Masimdiavillage on August 10, 1923,

Despite not having institutional
qualification, he was admitted to
CalcuttaArt College.

But his bohemian nature saw him
embarking on travelling around
India without completing his stud-
1eS.

He first went to different states of
India and later to the then West
Yakistan.

He also visited the US and Europe
and had exhibition of his works in
New York, Washington, Chicago,
Boston and London.

Sultan returned to Bangladesh in
1953.

He established Nanda Kanon
primary school, Nando Kanan sec-
ondary school and Nando Kanon
FineArts College in Jessore.

He was introduced to cultural
connoisseurs of the country through
a solo art exhibition at Shilpakala
Academyin 1976,

In 1982, Sultan was conferred the
'‘Man of Achievement' award by the
Cambridge University,

He also received 'Ekushey Padak’
in 1982, ‘Bangladesh Charu Shilpi
Sangsad Award’ in 1986 and 'Inde-
pendence Award' in 1993,

faction would organise therally ata
hotel near Laldighi Maidan,
sourcessaid,

[he conflict surfaced clearly
when the convening leaders held a
meeting with the upazila commit-
tee leaders at the party office while
the other at a different place on
Ihursday to prepare for the protest
rally.

Convening comimittee mem-
bers and former ministers
Abdullah Al Noman and Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury
addressed the meeting at Nasiman
Bhaban as the chief guest and key
speaker with Convener Syed
Wahidul Alam in the chair.

BNP leaders AM Nazim Uddin,
MA Sabur, Dostagir, Abu Sufian,
Md Mia Bhola, Neaz Mohammad
Khan and FE, KhanikFazu were

por v 1 !

RU reopens
tomorrow

BSS, Rajshahi

Rajshahi University (RU) reopens
tomorrow after 51 days of unsched-
uled closure, the RU authonties
said yesterday.

The syndicate, the highest
policymaking body of the univer-
sity, at a meeting declared the RU
Thursday's preparatory meeting | closed on August 20 following a
with BNP city committee former | clash between students and villag-
vice president Kamaluddin | ers.

Chowdhury at the latters city At another meeting with Vice
residence at Panchlaish. Chancellor Prof Mammunul

BNP leaders who were in the | Keramat in the chair, the syndicate
field after the 1/11 changeover | decided to reopen all residental
attended the meeung halls on October 11 for the conve-

Pointing to the convening com- | nienceofthestudents.
mittee leaders, speakers at the It also decided to resume the
meeting said they had been away | official activities on O« tober 11 and
from the party during the crisis. | resumption of classes as well as
The tenure of the convening com- | examinations on October 12 as per

presentat the meeting.
Another group held the

mittee has also expired, they | the schedule, the RU authornties
added. said.

BNP leaders Ershad Ullah, 'he RU vice chancellor sought
advocate Abdus Sattar, Dr | active cooperation of all towards

Shahadat Hossain and former city | ensuring a congenial
JCD. president Nazimur, Rahman | on the campus in the greater inier-
were presentatthe meeting, ~,+,~, | STdentE

atmosphere

estofihe
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Winners of a children's art competition pose for photograph with the guests at Shishu Swarga in Narail yesterday.
The event was organised on the occasion of the death anniversary of artist SM Sultan.
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Admission Information Office

House 83/B, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 8815387, 9897387, 8811749, 9894229 ; Ext. 100, 200 !
Graduate Program Office [12 pm to 8 pm]

House 58/B, Road 21, Kemnal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 8820865,9890804, 9894641; Ext. 555 !
E-mail: info@aiub.edu Web: www.aiub.edu g
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