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The first ever defeat to Bangladesh

effectively dashed New Zealand's
hopes of claiming the second sgot
begie:d Australia in the one-day
that could have guaran-
teed had they won the series 3-0.

Heavy overnight showers did
not cause a second's delay to the
start of the series opener and
Daniel Vettori's inserted side never
showed slﬁns of recovering from a
top order disaster on a wicket that
gradually dried up for easy batting,

For Bangladesh it augured all
well despite fears of more embar-
rassment after the ICL fallout that
saw 14 top cricketers including
seven national players joining the
rebel Indian | e,

And after a long time, the cor-
nered Tigers played sensibly to
dominate their opponents in all
three departments of the game.
Tamim Igbal struck Kyle Mills's
first ball for four through mid-off
but the left-hander chased a wide
delivery by the same bowler to give
Styris an uppish catch at the slip on
12.

His opening partner Zunaed,
who came to his ninth ODI on the
back of a total of 62 runs with an
average of 7.75, finally put his acts
together to notch his maiden ODI
fifty -- 85 off 137 deliveries -- to
shape the Tigers' first ODI win

inst a Test nation since their

World Cup defeat of South Africa

onApril 7, 2007.
Man-of-the-match Zunaed kept
his head down during a 67-run
association with Mushfiqur Rahim,
who was promoted to number
three and responded with a gritty
59-ball 30, before sharing 109 runs

with Ashraful in the day's most

significant partnership.

The left and right combinatibn
of Zunaed and Ashraful never let
the Kiwi attack settle on a line and
even a spinner of Vettori's class
struggled, the left-armer failing to
grab any success in nine overs.

Zunaed, who celebrates his 21st
on October 30, sent the
ball eight times to the ropes but
made most of two lives in the 40s --
both times dropped by Styris off his
own bowling -- to complete 50
runs. Just eight runs short of vic-
tory, the youngster from Rajshahi
who was looking very tired, was
deceived by awkward bounce from
Mark Gillespie to edge the ball to
Oram behind point.

Ashraful's captain's knock once
again proved why Bangladesh have

won, although seldom, against the
top teams. Almost all of his big
innings are involved with
Bangladesh wins and this time it
Was no exception.

Without offering a risky shot, he
kept the scoreboard rolling with a
quickfire 60 off 56 balls, laced with
five fours and a magnificent six
over mid-on offVettori.

After missing a hook against
Gillespie, Ashraful flicked the Kiwi
pacer for two runs to reach his 15th
ODI fifty in just 46 balls during the
third Powerplay (39-43 overs) taken
by the Bangladesh captain himself.

And it was typical that Ashraful
punched his fists in the air
moments after Shakib Al Hassan
hit the winning single in the 46th
over.

Earlier, despite a good start by
openers Jesse Ryder and Brendon
McCullum who put on 47 runs
inside eight overs, the tourists were
reduced to 79-6 with Mashrafe
claiming the wickets of McCullum
(14), Ryder (34) and Jamie How (7).

The Tigers vice-captain, whose
8-over first spell cost just 19 runs,
varied the length to confuse the
rival top-order which paid for
going after bowling.

Shahadat Hossain, who came in
as the first change after Syed
Rasel's two expensive overs (18
runs), sent back Ross Taylor while
dangerman Scott Styris was
trapped Ibw when he misread an
armer in Abdur Razzak's very first
over.

Left-arm spinner Razzak later
added the scalps of Daniel Flynn
and all-rounder Jacob Oram to end
with 3-33.

Oram, however, survived a wild
throw by Bangladesh wicketkeeper
Mushfiqur Rahim in a definite run-
out chance on three and wenton to
repair the damage by top-scoring
57 off 89 balls with four fours and a
six. He added 70 runs with captain
Vettori (30 off 57 balls) for the sev-
enth wicket that helped New
Zealand go beyond the 200-mark.

Mashrafe came back to dismiss
Mills and end with figures of 4-44
but he was denied off a fifth wicket
when Mahmudullah Riyad floored
asitter in the second last ball of the
innings.

Shakib Al Hassan took 1-30
while debutant Nayeem Islam was
also similarly economic and
impressive with his off-breaks.

The second one-dayer will take
placeat the same venue tomorrow.

Jamaat to
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According to the EC's announce-

. ment, political parties miustapply

by October 15 for registration on
meeting the conditions laid down in
the revised Representation of the
People Order (RPO).

After the commission moved to
ease the registration procedure to
allow the parties to register by
amending their constitutions provi-
sionally, Awami League, Jatiya Party

and some other organisations

decided to getregistered.

BNP too does not seem to have
any major problem with fulfilling the
criteria. But Jamaat must contend
with bringing some fundamental
changes to its constitution, observed
political analysts.

Of the registration stipulations,
those that threaten Jamaat's stand-
ing as a hard-line Islamic organisa-
tion rile the party leadership, they
added.

On August 28, the Jamaat secre-
tary general filed a writ petition with
the High Court (HC) challenging the
criteria.

Thesame daythe HCissued arule
on the government and the EC ask-
ing them to explain why three RPO
sections including the ones restrict-
ing registration of religion-based
parties should notbedeclared illegal.

Jamaat had been maintaining
that the commission should not
enforce the provisions until the
court’sruleissettled.

Of the criteria it opposed, one
says a political party shall not be
qualified for registration if objectives
in its constitution run counter to
thosein the country’s.

Another says a party shall be
adjudged ineligible to register if its
statute seems to encourage discrimi-
nations on grounds of religion, race,
caste, language or sex

The partyvoiced reservations also
about having a specific constitu-
tional provision to ensure at least 33
percent positions at all committees
are reserved for women by the year
2020. .

According to constitution
experts, Jamaat's charter clearly
undermines the preamble of the
constitution of the people's republic

desh.

The preamble reads: “.... it shall
be a fundamental aim of the state to
realise through the democratic
process a socialist society, free from
exploitation--a society in which the
rue of law, fundamental human
rights and freedom, equality and
justice, political, economic and
social, will be secured for all citizens.”

Aims and objectives of Jamaat's
constitution, on the other hand, are
to establish Khelafat (Islamic rule)
and get mankind to follow and prac-
tise Allah-directed life without
adhering to any manmade ideolo-
giesorrules.

said, Jamaat's constitution rejects
the supreme law of the republic that
Bmanmade.

In fact, there are disagreements in
many respects, theyadded.

As per Jamaat's statute, one will
have to swear complete allegiance (0

~ Allah and his prophet (sm) to join the

n
~ This mearis only devout Muslims

~_@nbeamemberorleader ofJamaat-

g0 for EC

e-Islami. It is against the spirit of the
constitutional guarantee of non-
discrimination, noted the legal

Its.

Talking to The Daily Star about
Jamaat's change in stance, BNP Vice-
Chairman MKAnwar lastnightsaidit
is always possible for an organisation
toamendits constitution.

“The EC has imposed the condi-
tion and naturally the political par-
ties will have to comply with this if
they are to participate in the elec-
tion,” he said, adding, it would have
been better if the matters were left at
the parties’ discretion.

Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP)
Chairman Andalib Rahman Partho
told The Daily Star that the issue of
registration and amendments to

arty charters is supposed to be
settled at a four-party alliance meet-
ingon October12.

Al. braces
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Rangpur, Gaibandha, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat and Nilphaman -- to
see the party's strength and possibili-
ties of winningthe elections.

The survey suggests AL should
not compromise or share at least 10
of the 22 seats as the party nominees
would have much possibility to win
with their own strength in the
upcoming parliamentary election
scheduled for December 18.

The AL won three of these seats in
the last parliamentdry election
including two in Nilphamariand one
in Lalmonirhat, while JP won 13
constituencies in last election and 21
inthe 1996 polls.

"He (Ershad] can't announce
candidates on behalf of the grand
alliance since it has not been formed
yet," said Mohammad Jafar Ali,
general secretary of Kurigram district
AL

“We would not have any objec-
tion if he [Ershad) declares his party
nomination. But as he is declaring
nomination for the grand alliance,
we have serious objection to it," he
told The Daily Star.

Some of the local-level leaders
also said they would take a decision
soon to force the AL central commit-
tee as well as party chief Sheikh
Hasina to consider party nomination
firstand then share seatswith JP

"We have avery good position this
time as our votes have increased
significantly in every district; so we
cannot allow the party to share as
high as 21 seats with Ershad,” said a
district president speaking anony-
mously.

Talking to The Daily Star, AL
Organising Secretary Mahmudur
Rahman Manna, who is in charge of
looking party activities of the region,
said, "The ground reality is totally
different this year. The Awami
League's position is better than any
other times comparing to other
parties.”

Asked about Ershad's nomina-
tion announcement, AL Acting
General Secretary Syed Ashraful

Islam said Ershad announced his
party nomination.

But nomination would be final-
ised after formation of the grand
electoral alliance, which would
includeJRheadded.

Six powers to
discuss

Iran in a few
days: US

AFP, Washington

The six powers trying to scale back
Iran's nuclear ambitions will con-
sult soon via telephone about the
"next steps” to take at the United
Nations, a State Department offi-
cial said Wednesday.

Top State Department and
foreign ministry officials from the
United States, Britain, China,
France, Germany and Russia will
debate further UN Security
Council action to halt Iran's sensi-
tive nuclear work, the official said.

"We have a political directors
phone call that will probably take
place in the next several days. It
hasn't been finally nailed down yet
in terms of timing, " said the official
who was speaking on the condition
of anonymity.

William Burns, the third-
ranking official at the State
Department, and his colleagues
will discuss “next steps in the UN
Security Council," the official said.

On the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York on
September 29, US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice said the six
powers would "move forward"
with further measures against Iran
over its nuclear defiance.

She spoke two days after the 15-
member Security Council unani-
mously adopted a resolution urg-
ing Iran to suspend its sensitive
nuclear fuel work, but offering no
new sanctions and merely reaf-
firming existing ones.

The United States and its
European allies had pushed for
new, tougher sanctions against
Tehran but ran into resistance from
Russiaand China.

The UN Security Council has
already imposed three sets of
sanctions on Iran for its refusal to
heed international calls to stop
uranium enrichment.

The West and Israel have
accused Iran of using its nuclear
programme as a cover to build
nuclear arms. But Tehran insists
its programme is strictly peaceful
and solely aimed at generating
electricity.

[e Clezio
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“Revolutions” from 2003 as sum-
ming up "the most important
themes of his work: memory;, exile,
the reorientations of youth, cul-
tural conflict.”

"The emphasis in Le Clezio's
work has increasingly moved in the
direction of an exploration of the
world of childhood and of his own
family history," itadded.

Le Clezio is an avid traveller, and
his fiction is as likely to be set in
Mexico or the Sahara as in Paris or
London.

With his first novel, "Le Proces-
Verbal” (1963, The Interrogation),
published when he was only 23, Le
Clezio was seen as a newcomer to
the Nouveau Roman (New Novel)
movement spearheaded by Alain
Robbe-Grillet.

But he defied easy classification
and rapidly became a cult author, a
lonely chronicler -- rarely given to
making public statements -- of the
perils of modern life, particularly in
its urban variety.

A passionate admirer of two
other great travellers, Robert Louis
Stevenson and Joseph Conrad, Le
Clezio won the Renaudot award in
1963 for "Le Proces-Verbal,"
France's second most prestigious
literary award after the Goncourt
prize.

His latest novel "Ritournelle de
la faim" (Same Old Story about
Hunger) released this year has
been hailed as breaking new
ground, exploring French guilt over
its wartime past.

The story revolves around Ethel,
a young girl growing up in the
French bourgeoisie whose self-
satisfied existence is shattered by
thewar.

"Jean-Marie Le Clezio is a great
French monument who towers
over our literature,” said critic
Franz-Olivier Giesbert.

Among the better-known of his
more than 20 novels are "La
Guerre” (1970, War) "Mondo”
(1978), "Desert” (1980), "Le
Chercheur d'Or" (1985, The
Prospector), "Onitsha” (1991) and
"Etoile Errante” (1992, Wandering
Star).

"Wandering Star" and
"Onitsha” are among his works that
havebeen translated into English.

Le Clezio was born in the Riviera
city of Nice on April 13, 1940 to an
English father and French mother;
the family had roots in both
Brittany and the Indian Ocean
island state of Mauritius.

He went on to study literature,
and taught briefly at the universi-
ties of London and Bristol.

Earlier this year, he won
Sweden's Stig Dagerman literary
prize, a distinction he shares with
Austrian writer Elfriede Jelinek
who took the honours in 2004
before going on to win the Nobel
laterthe same year.

Le Clezio will receive the Nobel
diploma, medal and a cheque for

10 million kronor (1.02 million
euros, 142 million dollars) at a
formal ceremony in Stockholm on
December 10.

Last year, the prize went to
Britishwriter Doris Lessing.
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EC worry
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between the announcement and poll
date December 18.

In this situation, the EC counsels
will move to the HC again on October
12 with the same petition in line with
the ECguidelines, sources said.

"We are trying our best to remove
the difficulties the Election
Commission is facing regarding the re-
demarcated constituencies,” EC
counsel Shahdeen Malik told The Daily
Star.

Former BNP lawmaker Abdul
Mannan filed a writ petition challeng-
ing the EC's July 10 gazette notification
that finalised the re-demarcation of
300 parliamentaryconstituencies.

Following the petition, the HC on
August 7 stayed the effectiveness of the
notification for three months and
issued a ruling on the government and
the EC asking them to explain in two
weeks why the notification should not
be declared unconstitutional and
illegal. ;

The HC stay order will expire on
November 6. But Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM Shamsul
HudaonWednesdaysaid the ECwould
announce the schedule for the ninth
parliamentary polls on November 1 or
2

Now either the HC rule will have to
be disposed of or the staywillhave to be
vacated in October to clear ways for the
announcement of the election sched-
ule, said legal experts.

"If the stay remains in force until
November 6, the Election Commission
cannot announce the election sched-
ule on November 1 or 2," one of them
said.

Meanwhile, because of the stay
order the EC cannot begin two of its
vital tasks--preparing the constitu-
ency-wise electoral rolls and finalising
thelistofpollingstations.

Prospective candidates also cannot
start their election preparations
because of the uncertainty about the
constituencies. Many of them already
communicated with the EC to know
about the fate of the recent re-
demarcation, ECofficialssaid.

EC Secretanat officials, however,
said they might begin pmpaﬁns the
constituency-wise voter lists and the
list of polling stations on the bases of
the newand old parliamentary bound-
aries.

"We are planning to prepare two
sets of them considering the urgency.

N Korea navy

warns of possible
sea clash

with S Korea

AI-'_P, Seoul

North Korea's naval command on
Thursday accused South Korean
ships of violating its territorial waters
in the Yellow Sea and wamed that
escalating tensions could lead to a
clash.

The warning came two days after
the hardline communist country fired
short-range missiles in the Yellow Sea,
the scene of bloody naval clashes in
1999and 2002.

“The situation... has become so
tense that a naval clash may break out
due to such military provocations as
the ceaseless infiltration of warships
deep into the (North's) territorial
waters," the state news agency KCNA
quoted anaval spokesman assaying.

He accused the South's navy of
sending more warships into the
North's territorial waters since early
September in an attempt to set the
disputed sea border known as the
Northemn LimitLine (NLL).

The two Koreas have remained
technically at war since their 1950-
1953 conflict ended in a fragile armi-
stice, rather thana peace treaty.

North Korea has never recognised
the sea border with the South thatwas
drawn up by a US-led UN Command
after the war, and it is a frequent
flashpoint between them. Pyongyang
puts the borderatfurthersouth.

45 rebels
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The LTTE have been fighting for a
separate Tamil state in Sri Lanka
since 1972.

Fighting is currently centered
around the north where troops are
advancing on the rebels’ headquar-
ters in the town of Kilinochchi, 330
kilometres (208 miles) north of
Colombo.

A Sri Lankan military advance on
the stronghold of the rebel Tamil
Tigers in the island's northeast trig-
gered heavy fighting that claimed
casualties on both sides, the defence
ministry said yesterday.

Ground troops backed by war-
planes inched towards the rebel
capital of Kilinochchi on Wednesday
k:ilﬁn' g 45 guerrillas and wounding 30
more, the ministry said. It placed
government troop losses at eight
dead and 48 injured.

The governmentislookingto deal
the Liberation Tigers of T Eelam
(LTTE) amajor psychologicalblowb
taking control of Kilinochchi, whic
has been the rebels’ administrative
centre for the pastdecade.

Having wrestled the east from the
rebels in July 2007, Sri Lanka's army
chief said over the weekend that his
soldiers had reached the outskirts of
the town.

The United Nations estimates
230,000 people have been displaced
in the recent wave of fighting in
Kilinochchiand Mullaittivu districts.

The head of the LTTE's political
wing, B. Nadesan, accused the Sri

government on Thursday of
launchinga "genocidal war”.

He said thousands of Tamils had
beenuprooted from their homes and
villages and forced to seek refuge in
the open as a result of the military
offensive.

Sri Lanka pulled out of a six-year
Norwegian-brokered truce in
January, since when the military says
7,303 rebels and 715 soldiers have
beenkilled.
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deepens

Wewill use one thatisneeded,"” asenior
officialin the EC Secretariatsaid.

The project for preparing voter list
with photographs and facilitating
issuance of national identity cards is
scheduled to hand over the voter list to
the EConOctober 12,

In 2006, a gazette notification on
parliamen constituencies was
published in a bid to hold the ninth
parliamentary polls on January 22,
2007. Butthe election could notbeheld
following violent political turmoil in
the country that ultimately led to the
declaration of the ongoing state of
emergency.

On July 10 this year, the EC l'["j)t:«’]l(’.‘d
the previous delimitation and pub-
lished the new gazette notification re-
demarcating the parliamentary con-
stituencies. :

BNP
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Tanbir said Jcsterday, "We (BNP)
are supposed to sit with the govern-
menton October 15, and itis sure the
dialoguewillbe held."

He went on, "We, the think tank
committee, today (Thursday) dis-
cussed the pros and cons of the
dialogue -- what we will discuss
there.

"We will submit our recommen-
dations in this regard to part
Chairperson Khaleda Zia throu
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain."

Tanbir also said they would final-
ise agenda of the dialogue after the
scheduled meeting of the four-party
alliance on October 12,

In reply to a question, BNP Joint
Secretary General Nazrul Islam
Khan, also a member of the five-
member dialogue committee, said
they are not against getting regis-
tered with the EC.

The committee members said
BNP will place at the dialogue its five-
point demand that includes lifting
the state of emergency, scrapping the
amendments to the Representation
of the People Order (RPO), easing
party registration provisions, defer-
ring the dates of upazila parishad
elections and release of all political
leaders.

Tanbirsaid BNP is ready to partic-
ipate in the election, and urged the

overnment to create a level playing
Ecld forall parties.

Nazrul Islam said, “"We hope our
dialogue with the government will
help remove all the hurdles we are
facingregardingregistration.”

No election would be acceptable
leaving BNP outside the electoral
race, henoted.

"There are some unnecessary,
irrelevant and unclear matters in the
registration process, and some
conditions have been imposed to
control the parties,” he said, adding
these will be raised at talks with the
government.

Tanbir said BNP wants to'coopet-
ate with the government in holding a
free and fair election.

He replied in negative when
asked whether his party has received
invitation from the government for a
dialogue.

Other members of the dialogue
committee are BNP Vice President
MK Anwar, MA Mannan and Rizwvi
Ahmed.

The dialogue preparation com-
mittee met with Khandaker Delwar
at his Nam Bhaban residence yester-
dayevening.

Later at night Delwar and Rizvi
Ahmed met with party Chairperson
Khaleda Zia at her cantonment
residence for around an hour. Details
ofthe meeting could notbe known.

But party insiders said Delwar
submitted to Khaleda the draft
agenda for the dialogue prepared by
the committee.

Former president Abdur Rahman
Biswas and his wife also visited
Khaleda at her cantonment resi-
denceandspentaboutanhourthere.

[TRO accounts
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Following the allegation of the
[IRO's link with the al-Qaeda, the
BanEladesh Bank suspended its
bankaccountsin Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, Islami Bank earlier
this year informed the BB in a letter
that the IIRO has been involved in
health, education and socio-
economic development
programmes of the country since
1990 and neither the BB nor the
NGO Affairs Bureau has taken any
regulatory measurers against the
IIRO so far.

It also mentioned that the NGO
Affairs Bureau has recently
approved a Tk 60 crore 'Health,
Education, Socio-Economic
Development' project for the years
2007-12.

The IIRO has already allocated
Tk 10 crore for the first phase of the
project and asked the project offi-
cials to withdraw the fund from
Islami Bank, Gulshan Branch.

Following the approval of the
fund Islami Bank sought permis-
sion from the BB to re-activate the
frozen account of IIRO so that it can
withdraw the fund.

The ITIRO has a fund of Tk 26.56
lakh with the Bahrain-based bank,
the Bank Alfalah, and IIRO
requested the bank to resume the
operation of its account. Followin
the request Bank Alfalah requeste
Bangladesh Bank to provide it with

_ the information about the present

condition of [IRO bank account.

Earlier, Bangladesh Bank follow-
ing the reports of alleged link of the
ITRO with the al-Qaeda halted two
bank accounts of the IIRO at Islami
Bank and Social Investment Bank
Ltd (SIBL) with whom [IRO had
50,445 sharesworth Tk 1,000 each.

The BB suspended distribution
ofdividend against the shares of the
ITRO with the SIBL while the Islami
Bank voluntarily froze bank
accounts of IIRO.

A high official of the Bangladesh
Bank said the US Embassy had
soughtaccountinformation of [IRO
under an UN resolution. But as the
anemment currently i1s undertak-

ngaproject funded by the [IRO, the
BB is seeking information from the
foreign ministry regarding the

status of the [IRO bank accounts.

Durga puja
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idols in water after inviting her to

return to them next year.

In the morning, Bijoya
Dashami -- the last day of the
festival -- was celebrated at
around 22,000 puja mandaps
across the country. The last day of
the puja asserts reaffirming
peace and good relations
amongst people. Families visit
each other to share sweetmeats

during the Dashami festivity.

In the capital city, thousands
of men, women and children
joined the traditional idols
immersion procession. The pro-
cession, comprising with 62
trucks carrying 32 idols of Durga,
was brought out from Palashi
near Dhakeshwari National

Temple.

It ended at Waizghat after
parading through different city
streets. In the evening, the idols
were immersed in the Buriganga

amid sadness and tears.

The government took tight
security measures through out
the five-day long festival.
Members of different law
enforcement agencies escorted
the procession and stayed with
them till the immersion of the

idols was completed.

A large number of law enforc-
ers including the Rapid Action
Battalion stood guard over the

pujamandaps.

Nirmal Chatterjee, joint secre-
tary of the Mahanagar
Sarbajaneen Puja Committee,
said around ten thousand people
participated in the procession.
Hindu community leader CR
Dutta and Nim Chandra Bhoumik
among others, attended the

immersion procession.

Idols from around 40 Puja
Mandaps of the city were gath-
ered at Shankhari Bazar Puja
Mandap and then immersed into

the Buriganga at Ganaktuli.

Durga Puja is the worship of
'Shakti' or divine power embod-
ied in Devi Durga. It symbolises
the battle between good and evil
where the dark forces eventually

succumb to the divine forces.

The day was marked with a
public holiday. On the occasion,
President Prof Dr lajuddin
Ahmed and his wife Prof Dr

Anwara Begum hosted a recep-
tion for
Bangabhaban yesterday.

The state-run and private
television channels and radios

aired special programmes while

newspapers published special
supplements to mark the festival.

In Chittagong, devout Hindus
immersed the idols in the Bay of
Bengal along the Patenga sea
beach in the port city amid a
security cordon effected by
Chittagong Metropolitan Police

(CMP) and Rab.

Thousands of devotees from
all corners of the city, carrying the
idols gathered along the beach

and immersed the Durga idols.

Leaders of different political

parties, social, cultural organisa-

tions and members of the civil

society greeted the Hindu com-

munity on the occasion. They
also visited different puja

mandaps across the country.

JP to amend
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the grand electoral alliance once
Sheikh Hasina returns to the coun-
try.

The JP chairman also told
reporters that his party would get

registered by the deadline of

October 15 set by the government.
He also informed that JP would
take part in the upcoming upazila
election and has already selected
its candidates for the poll.

The JP presidium committee
emergency meeting approved the
proposal bringing in the amend-
ment in its constitution. The meet-
ing was held at JP's Banani office to
discuss issues concerning party
registration, constitution amend-
ment, and election manifesto.

The proposed amendment will
be finalised in the extended meet-
ing of the party scheduled for
October 12,

The proposed amendments
include the following provisions;
an individual cannot be chairman
or secretary general of the party for
more than two tenures after its
registration with the EC, that the
central council of the party would
be held every three years instead of
the existing two years' term, that
the absolute power of the chairman
is curtailed.

The amendment also includes
bringing in transparency in the
party's expenditure by disclosing
sources of income,

The meeting decided to keep its
six front organisations and
increase the number of members
in its existing district, upazila and
union committees.

A four-member sub-committee
was also formed at the meeting
with Kazi Zafar Ahmed as its con-
vener to formulate its election
manifesto. Other members of the
committee are acting chairman
Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud,
GM Qader and ABM Ruhul Amin
Howlader,

Rowshan Ershad, DR TIM Fazle
Rabbi Chowdhury, Golam
Mohammad Qader, Sayed Abu
Hossain Babla, Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed, Golam Habib Dulal and
Mashiur Rahman Ranga were
presentatthe meeting.

the Hindus at
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World leaders
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dollars into the banking system in
one day and said it would offer an
unlimited amount of euros in one-
weekloans.

But although the measures
brought some calm to the markets,
the International Monetary Fund
forecast the world economy was now
enteringamajor downturn.

Iceland's government national-
ised Kaupthing, completing a state
takeover of the top three banks after
Landsbanki and Glitnir were saved
over the pastweek.

As the financial sector dominates
the Atlantic nation's economy --
weighing in around eight times
Iceland's gross domestic product --
the crisis threatens the entire econ-
omy and Prime Minister Geir Haarde
has warmned a recovery will take
"years”,

Iceland will begin negotiations
next week with Russia for a four
billion euro emergencyloan.

Despite a staggering 700-billion-
dollar US bank bailout that cleared
Congress last Friday, US Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson warned
more US banks were expected to go
underin the United States.

"One thing we must recognise --
even with the new Treasury authori-
ties, some financial institutions will
fail,” he said, adding that the finan-
cial chaos had "seriously impacted”
the economy.

[n another move, the head of the
International Monetary Fund,
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, said that
Furopean Union countries should
work together and avoid unilateral
steps to fighta global financial crisis.

"Cooperation and coordination
in actions is the price of success. All
kinds of cooperation have to be
recommended.”

Unilateral action "has to be
avoided, if notcondemned,” Strauss-
Kahn said at a news conference
ahead of the annual meetings this
weekend of the IMF andWorld Bank.

"l urge European countries to
work together. There's no domestic
solution in a crisis like this one," the
former French finance minister said.

"I know, having myselfserved asa
financial minister of my country,
how difficult it is in the European
Union to make consensus and to
make decisions. I don't underest-
mate the problems,"” headded.

FED MEASURES

The Fed announced it had autho-
rized a new 37.8-billion-dollar cash
infusion into American Insurance
Group, after an 85-billion-dollar loan
made available last month had been
virtually used up. -

The day after western central
banks cut interest rates by half a
percentage point, it was the turn of
Asia to follow their lead. Hong Kong
slashed its key rate by a half percent-
age point, while Taiwan and South
Koreaalso announced cuts.

The crisis measures prompted an

initial market rebound, with the
Tokyo Stock Exchange's benchmark
Nikkei-225 index rising into positive
territory for the first ime in a week
before closingdown 0.5 percent

Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index
rose 2.65 percent in afternoon trade,
recovering some of its recent losses,

Early reaction on the markets in
Europe was also positive. London’s
stock market rebounded 2.48 per-
cent in moming trading French
stocks rising 2.09 percent at the start
of trading and Frankfurt's DAX
opening0.81 percent higher.

wall Street on Wednesday
dropped 2.01 percent after a highly
volatile session. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average has shed 14.7
percentover the past sixtradingdays.

Justin Urquhart-Stewart, market-
ing director at Seven Investment
Management, said the rate cuts were
"exactly what we needed, and rein-
forces the message this is a coordi-
nated international response to a
verydangeroussituation”.

"Now that we've reached Defcon
One in the banking system, thank
heavens we're getting the right reac-
tion, because the alternative is
unthinkable,” he added. Defcon One
is the US military’s highest level of
alert.

Britain's Prime Minister Gordon
Brown, who announced an 875-
billion-dollar package Wednesday
that involved a possible part-
nationalisation of several banks,
urged European counterparts to
follow suit to help begin thawing the
global credit freeze.

"This is an issue which affects us
all. A concerted approach with
national schemes ... would address
this problem,” he wrote in a letter to
French President Nicolas Sarkozy,
current EU president which was
copied toother EU leaders.

German Finance Minister Peer
Steinbrueck said he saw no immedi-
ate need to nationalise any of his
country's banks but this could
change. He said "the German bank-
ing sector has been hit badly by the
financial crisis but less hard" than
other countries, Steinbrueck told the
Handelsblatt daily.

"But this might change as uncer-
tainties about future developments
are currentlymuch too high.”

Speaking on French television,
European Central Bank chief Jean-
Claude Trichet said "excessive pessi-
mismisill-advised”.

"We all together call upon the
market participants who are in this
state of intense turbulence, we tell
them to.cellect themselves,” he said.”
"There are elements of confidence
outthere.”

With top economic policy makers
headed toWashington for the annual
meetings of the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank
Trichet said: "Itis very important that

we coordinate as closelyas possible”.

FROM PAGE 16

“A green car entered and parked in
front of the anti-terrorist building.
The driver got out and presented two
baskets of sweets to the officials
sitting at the reception desk. It was
followed by a big explosion,” Gardezi
said.

Body parts were found at the
scene, which may have belonged to
thebomber, hesaid.

Emergency workers in orange
jackets clambered over a huge pile of
rubble to check for any people
trapped inside. The blast exposed the
interior of the building, collapsed a
staircase andleftalarge crater.

The bombing comes less than
three weeks after a suicide truck
bombing at the Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad, one of the worst terror
attacks in Pakistan's history, inwhich
60 people werekilled.

It also happened despite a huge
security deployment in Islamabad to
protect parliamentarians on the
second day of a closed-doors session
at which security chiefs outlined
theirstrategy for tackling militancy.

Shortly after the Islamabad blast,
a remote-controlled bomb hit a
police prison van and a school bus in
the Upper Dirregion of northwestern
Pakistan, police and a government
official said.

Three school children, four
policemen and three prisoners died
in the attack, theysaid.

"The van was carrying prisoners
to jail after court proceedings when
the roadside remote-controlled
bomb went off," local mayor
Sahibzada Tariqullah said, confirm-
ing the deaths of the policemen and
the prisoners.

Senior police official Khurshid
Khan said the three children were
killed as their school bus was driving
pastatthe time ofthe blast.

Upper Dir borders on Swat, a
former tourist region dubbed the
"Switzerland of Pakistan® where
security forces have been battling
pro-Taliban militants who tried to
enforce harsh Sharialawayearago.
Pakistani fighter jets and helicop-
ter gunships Thursday destroyed a
Taliban facility in Swat, killing 20
militants, security officials said,
officials said. Five civilians also died
in crossfire between troops and
militants in Swat, theysaid.

The strike targeted a rebel strong-
hold in Piochar, a village in the Swat
valley, a former tourist area once
dubbed the "Switzerland of
Pakistan”" where troops have been
battliniexUEmistssincelastyear.

"Helicopter gunships and jets
targeted militant strongholds in
Piochar, inflicting heavy casualties

onthem" asecurity official told AFP.

Suicide blast

"The successful air strike killed 20
militants,” another official said,
requesting anonyrmity.

Separately, five civilians, includ-
ing women and children, were killed
when a shell hit a house in the Matta
district of Swat during clashes
between troops and insurgents,
another securityofficial told AFP.

It was not clear which side fired
the fatalshell.

The mountainous Swatvalleywas
until last year where many Pakistani
city dwellers went for their annual
holidays and it featured Pakistan's
only skiresort.

Violence linked to Pakistan's role
in the US-led "war on terror” has
claimed the lives of more than 1,300

ple in suicide and bomb attacks
since July 2007.

Many of the attacks have targeted
police and the security forces.

New PresidentAsif Ali Zardari, the
widower of slain former premier
Benazir Bhutto, is under pressure at
home to end the violence, and also
faces intense US pressure to wipe out
militant "safe havens” in the tribal
belt.

Senior US General David Petraeus
wamed last month that Pakistan
faces an "existential threat” from
extremists.

Tensions on the border have risen
amid a spike in US missile attacks on
militant hideouts in Pakistan and a
US special forces raid in September
thatleft 15 Pakistanisdead.

Myanmar
FROM PAGE 1
Talking to the media, the adviser said
Maung Aye's visit has opened up a
new chapter in bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and Myanmar.
He said, “General Maung Aye was
accompanied by seven ministers,
senior officials and businessmen. We
had setup m for most of them
with their Bangladeshi counterparts.
To the best of my knowledge so far,
yesterday’s meetings were very fruit-
flll.

The adviser further stated that
improving relationship with neigh-
bours is a key cornerstone of
Bangladesh's foreign policy.

According to our Rangamati corre-
spondent, Gen Maung Aye landed at

ti at about 10.45am. Army
Chief Gen Moeen U Ahmed accompa-
nied him.

Maj Gen Shamim Chowdhury
received Maung Aye at local circuit
house.

Later, the Myanmar leader
enjoyed a cruise in Kaptai Lake in an
air force vessel and a cultural func-
tion at Girishova Restaurant in
Rangamati town. He left Rangamati
for Chittagongat 3:00pm.



