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work, Abdus Shakoor is one such these paintings are from this

artist. Over a large span of his
career, Shakoor has been working
on folk motifs and ancient ballads.
Folk ballads of Mymensingh-the
famous Mahua and Malua love
stories, Nakshi Kanthar Maath,
Gazir Pata, Manasha Pata have
found prominent places in his
works. In his paintings, peacocks
and parrots have featured on a
large scale, Shakoor also uses
animal figures such as elephants,
bulls, dogs, cats, tigers, birds,
serpents and reptiles-all as pleas-
ant and decorative motifs.

After completing a degree in
painting, Shakoor joined the
Institute of Fine Arts in Dhaka in
1980. He took a keen interest in
painting, tapestry, batik and
screen-print or serigraph. Earlier
he had been a student, painting at
the Department of Fine Arts,
Chittagong University, under
Rashid Chowdhury, who encour-
aged him to work with our heri-
tage, culture and myths.

Abdus Shakoor's painting
career began in 1978 when he was
studying in Baroda University in
India. His passion for art was
fuelled by discussions on arts by
his teachers in the university.
Questions f:rupped up about the
paintings he had been doing all
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Artworks by Abdus Shakoor.

Roy also infiuenced him at the
beginning of his career. But over

humans along with birds and
animals. Each work depicts a

the years he developed a unique., ..complete. story, that. hides -our
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execution. The lines he uses are

not necessarily stylised, but they
have an interactive attitude of a

region. My objective is to make
sure thatany viewer would be able
to look at my work and would be
able to detect instantly thart these
scenes are from Bangladesh,” says
Shakoor. Blue, black and red are
his primary colours, giving a
meditative stance to the charac-
ters, outlined by black and white
lines, standing on intense back-
grounds, The treatment of his
figures in his some of his paintings
bordered by thin black lines,
contains a lot of gestures and
impulses, rendering a feeling of
ancient scripture to his paintings.
His ink drawings are done in
contour, with a feeling of space on
the background, which gives the
composition a certain likeness to
portraits.

Itis clear from Shakoor's paint-
ings that he looks for an identity
for the country through the con-
ventional means of expression,
rather than personal means or
rather towards finding his own
solution. His paintings are illus-
trative rather than expressive,
using contemporary native
expression styles to portray his

- illustrations. However, Shakoor's

subjects are not new-fangled. He
has worked on the same themes
over the years. The time is now

in a row. One woman in Germany is
reported to have seen the ABBA-
inspired musical romance more
than 70 times,

Thanks to a top-of-the-market
bow in Italy ($2.6 million) and
strong holdovers, "Mamma Mia!"
pulled in $13.6 million over the
weekend from 44 territories, lifting
its international gross to $377
million. After 13 weeks in Britain, it
ranks at No. 4 and has reached a
marketgross of$123.2 million.
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Poster of the film.

Tina Fey signs book deal

Funnymoney, indeed!
Saturday Night Live alum
Tina Fey -- whose NBC show, 30

Rock scored four Emmys -- has -

signed a bpok deal with Little,
Brown Book Group, the Associ-
ated Press reported last Mon-
day.

There is no official word on
how much Fey will be pocketing
for her work -- pitched as more
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