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Authorities lift curfew

Thailand deploys troops as

anti-govt p

AP, AFP, Bangkok

Thailand vesterday deployed
troops to quell anti-govern-
ment protests in Bangkok that
lefthundreds of people hurtas
months of political turmoil
boiled over into violence,
officials said.

There were scenes of chaos
outside Bangkok's parliament
as police fired tear gas into the
crowd of thousands, sending
bloody protesters fleeing,
while angry mobs tried to
overturn police vehicles, an
AFPcorrespondents a w .

Agovernmentsourcesaidover
358 people had been injured
duringthe protests.

Eight Thai police officers
were injured. Four officers were
shot and wounded in the
unrest, witnesses said.
Others were reported to have
beenstabbed.

A woman was killed in a car
bombing near the protest site,
police said, although they said
it was unclear if the blast was
directlylinked to the violence.

Army spokesman Colonel
Sunsern Kaewkumnerd told
AFP, "We have been asked by
the policeto help maintain law
and order.”

He did not specify how
many soldiers had been
deployed. However he men-
tioned that the troops were
unarmed and came from the
three armed forces -- army,
navyand air force.”

The violence, which began
shortly after 6 am when police
first cleared the street outside
parliament, surged again in
late afternoon, as the authori-
ties fired countless volleys of
tear gas to break through the
protesters' cordon so lawmak-
erscouldleave.

Supporters of the People's
Alliance for Democracy (PAD)
stormed Bangkok's main gov-
ernment compound on August
26 and have been barricaded
there since, also protesting the
government's plans to amend
the constitution.

Late Monday, thousands
heeded a call from a protest
:leader to march on parliament
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sts turn violent

PHOTO: AFP

Anti-government protesters take cover after the police fired tear gas during a dispersal operation near Government

House in Bangkok yesterday. Thai police bombarded protesters wit
ment, leaving hundreds hurt as months of political turmoil boiled over

fora"finalbattle.”

Witnesses reported hear-
ing gunshots, though who was
firing them could not be
determined. Some police had
been armed with shotguns,
and an AP Television News
reporter saw a protester who
was carrying a gun.

Rioting protesters also set
fire to parked cars, trucks and
vans.

About a mile away from the
fighting, an unidentified per-
son was killed when a Jeep
SUV exploded near the head-
quarters of the Chart Thai
Party, a member of the six-
party coalition government of
Prime Minister Somchai
Wongsawat. Police said they
suspected a bomb caused the
blast, but could provide no
otherdetails.

Even before the violence
escalated, the chaos
prompted Deputy Prime
Minister Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh toresign.

Riot police moved in after
fired multiple
rounds of tear gas canisters to
clear a path for the govern-
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mentand lawmakers.

Somchai opened the par-
liamentary session after a 90-
minute delay but as he spoke
chaos escalated outside the
building. Anti-government
protesters regrouped and
barricaded all four entrances
to the Parliament, saying their
goal was to block top officials
fromleaving the building.

Police fired more tear gas
canisters to disperse a group
of demonstrators armed with
wooden batons and sling-
shots, who were throwing
firecrackers at police. The
opposition Democrat Party
boycotted the speech.

After the parliamentary
session ended, lawmakers said
they were too afraid to leave the
building.

"We are under siege now," said
Kuthep Saikrajang, a spokesman of
the ruling People's Power Party,
speaking by mobile phone from
inside Parliament. "But we will
have to figure out a way to get out
withoutusing force.”

Hundreds of lawmakers waited
inside the lobby of the Parliament,
monitoring thechaos outside. =

h tear gas in a bid to end a blockade of parlia-
into clashes, police and medics said.

At about 4:15 pm (0915 GMT),
police fired off a third rally of tear
gas to disperse about 8,000 protest-
ers and create an exit for the
trapped politicians, who hurried
out of the building and drove away
in waiting cars.

[t was unclear how Somchai left
the building, but he arrived by
helicopter later in the day at the
Supreme Command Headquarters
to meet with army chief Gen.
Anupong Paochinda and Supreme
Commander Boonsrang
Niempradit.

"Victory is near. We are sur-
rounding the building,” one of the
protest leaders Somsak Kosaisuk
told a cheering crowd outside
Parliament, where protesters had
chained one of the gates shut.

The unrest was the latest twist in
a political crisis that has gripped
Thailand for sixweeks and virtually
paralysed the government.

Thai media, meanwhile,
announced that Queen Sirikit, the
wife of the country's revered mon-
arch, donated 100,000 baht
(US$2,900) to Bangkok's Vachira
Hospital to help treat the injured,
who claim they are carrying gut their
campaign outofloyalty to the palace.

Int'l probe into Lanka killing

AP, colombo

Sri Lanka's top opposition party
called yesterday for an interna-
tional investigation into a bomb
attack the previous day thatkilled a
popular former army general and
26 others.

Retired Maj Gen Janaka Perera,
who was a member of a provincial
assembly representing the opposi-
tion United National Party, his wife
and some party officials were
among those killed Mondaywhen a
suspected Tamil Tiger rebel deto-
nated explosives strapped to his
body, the militarysaid.

Military spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayakkara said the party officials
were gathered to openanew office in
the northern town of Anuradhapura
when the assailant struck.

Tissa Attanayake of the United
National Party said his party would
notaccept the government's expla-
nation that the rebels were to
blame for the attack atfacevalue.

"We don't trust the government
so we want the international police
to do a complete investigation,”
Attanayake said. "The police have
said that it was not informed of the
party function, which is alie. There
was a search operation the day
before but it did not stop this hap-
pening.”

He also accused the govern-
ment of ignoring repeated requests
for a stronger security detail for
Perera, adding they neglected his
security because he was involved
with the opposition.

Government officials could not
be immediately reached for com-

ment

Monday's bomb attack came as
government troops, in the midst of
an offensive against the Tamil
Tigers de facto state in the north,
closed in on the rebels' administra-
tive capital of Kilinochchi.

Tamil Tiger rebels have fought
since 1983 to create an independ-
ent homeland for ethnic minority
Tamils who have faced discrimina-
tion at the hands of successive
governments controlled by major-
ity ethnic Sinhalese.

The guerrillas are blamed for
more than 240 suicide attacks.

Meanwhile Tuesday, former
Tamil Tiger leader
Vinayagamoorthi Muralitharan,
also known by his nom de guerre
"Karuna,” was sworn in as alegisla-
torin SriLanka’s parliament.
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TAKING YOU FORWARD

Ericsson is a world-leading provider of telecommunications equipment and related services to
mobile and fixed network operators globally. Over 1,000 networks in 175 countries utilize our

network equipment and 40 percent of all mobile calls are made through our systems. Encsson
firmly believes that communications should be available and beneficial to all.

Ericsson in Bangladesh has achieved a strong market position with all GSM operators and the
fixed-line operator BTTB. We believe that the telecom market will continue to have strong growth

In order to m‘:mimizc'tl'm potential of this market in Bangladesh; we need committed &
performance driven individuals to be part of our exciting team and are looking for candidates for

We are looking for an experienced professional who would report to the Head of Services Sales
« Expanding the sales portfolio — opening up new possibilities for Ericsson

» Developing/Introducing new services to the market in accordance to the business needs
« Achieving stretching sales objectives/targets within a given time frame

« [dentifying/developing, driving and securing business opportunities

» Establishing account-plan and budget for each customer account

» Participating effectively in service contract negotiations

« University Degree in Electrical/ Telecommunication Engineering

* Minimum 3-5 years of experience in business development/sales of consultative services
» Effective communication, negotiation & selling skills

« The ability to prioritize and manage multiple assignments

The job offers a competitive remuneration and benefits package, with clear career path for strong performers.
Please send your complete resume to recruitment.bangladesh@ericsson.com by I5th October, 2008, Please

clearly mention the name of the position you are applying for on the subject line.
Only short listed candidates will be called for an interview.
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Int'l troops kill
60 militants
in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

Afghan and international troops
killed 60 militants in southern
Afghanistaninabattle thaterupted
after a patrol came under attack
from several directions, the US-led
coalition said yesterday.

The fighting was on Sunday in
the southern province of Zabul, it
said in a statement, without speci
fying if the militants were from the

Taliban militia leading an insur- |

gencyin Afghanistan.
A joint patrol had come under
attack with sniper fire, machine

guns and heavy weapons from |

militants in multiple locations, the
statement said.

"The combined forces |
responded with small arms and |

RPG (rocket-propelled grenade)
fire as well as close air support,
killing the militants, " itsaid.
"Afghan National Security
Forces and coalition forces killed
43 militants in Qalat district, Zabul
province, October5," itsaid.

Malaysia alarmed

over Penan
rape claims

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Authorities in Malaysian Borneo |

have called on police to investigate
reports that women and girls from
the Penan tribe have been raped by

workers from jungle logging |

camps.

The plight of the Penan people |
. was made famous in the 1990s by |

environmental activist Bruno

Manser, who campaigned to pro- |
tect theirway of life and fend off the |
loggers, before he vanished in 2000 |

amid suspicion of foul play.

"Let the police do a full investi
gation. Itis important that we get to
the truth of all these things,”

George Chan, deputy chief minis- |

ter of Sarawak state, said of the rape |

claims, according to the state news
agency Bernama.

“This is criminal but we must
have very firm evidence as it could
portray a very bad national image,”
hesaid.

Allegations of attacks on the
Penan tribe by workers from prom-
inent Malaysian logging compa
nies were last month reported by
the Swiss-based Bruno Manser
Fund (BMF), which champions
indigenous rights.

Historic polls
in Maldives
today

AFP, Male

A bitter campaign ahead of historic
elections in the Maldives drew to a
close yesterday, with a veteran
Asian leader and a prominent
dissident each confident of victory.

The polls today will be the first
time incumbent president
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, who
has ruled with an iron fist since
1978, has allowed challengers for
the top job in the Indian ocean
tourist paradise.

He is facing five challengers,
with his main rival seen as being
41-year-old Mohamed ‘Anni
Nasheed -- a former political pris-
oner championed by supporters as
the Muslim archipelago’s very own
Nelson Mandela.

But Gayoom, aged 71 and Asia’s
longest-serving ruler, is promising
"five more dynamic years" in
charge. Aides say they are confi-
dent Gayoom willwin more than 50
percent of the vote on Wednesday
and avoid a run-off.

The president has been drawing
large crowds while hopping
between outlying atolls, where over
half of the 208,000-strong elector-
ate live and where his more conser-
vative, traditional Muslim mani-
festois likely to strike a chord.

MILK SCANDAL
China declines

to say how
many kids sick

AFP, Hohhot

Chinayesterday declined to release
updated figures revealing how
many children have been affected
by the tainted milk scandal, as it
attempted to boost confidence in
its food safety standards.

The health ministry said it had
new statistics showing how many
babies were believed to have been
left ill by the crisis, but did not
release the data and gave no indi-
cation if or when it would make the
latest information public.

"We've not released the latest
number of cases because it is not
an infectious disease, so it's not
absolutely necessary for us to
announce it to the public,” a health

ministry spokesman told AFP.

"' The World Health' Organisation
in' Beijing said it had not been
informed of the updated data
either.

Previous official data said milk
powder tainted with the chemical
melamine had claimed the lives of
four children and made a further
53,000 ill.
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in Indian Kashmir

AP, Srinagar

Schools, businesses and govern-
ment offices reopened yesterday
and vehicles were back on the
streets in Indian Kashmir as
authorities lifted a two-day curfew
in the troubled Himalayan region.

Government forces removed
steel barricades and layers of razor
wires from roads across the
Kashmir Valley and thousands of
Kashmiris flooded the streets of
Srinagar to buy food and other
essentials,

The curfew was imposed across
the region Sunday to thwart a huge
pro-independence rally in
Srinagar, the capital of India's only
Muslim-majority state.

In August, the government also

prevented a similar rally by clamp-
ingon anine-day curfew.

The two-day curfew period was
largely peaceful, barring an inci-
dent in Baramulla, a town 55 kilo-
metres north of Srinagar where
government forces fired tear gas (o
disperse the crowd defying the ban.
No one was injured, said Abdul
Gani Mir, a senior police officer.

In recent months the disputed
Himalayan region has seen some of
its largest protests against Indian
rule in two decades. At least 45
people have died In the unrest,
most of them killed when Indian
soldiers opened fire on Muslim
demonstrators.

The recent demonstrations
subsided during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan, which ended

Sept. 30.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani, a key
separatist leader, said the plan-
ners of the rally would meet today
"to chart out future course of
action.”

Anti-India sentiment runs deep
in Kashmir, where most people
favor independence from mainly
Hindu India or a merger with pre-
dominantly Muslim Pakistan.
Kashmir is divided between India
and Pakistan, which both claim the
region and have fought two wars
over it.

Militant separatist groups have
been fighting since 1989 to end
Indian rule. Some 68,000 people,
most of them civilians, have been
killed in the uprising and subse-
quent Indian crackdown.

Anwar says he still has
support to seize power

March in favourof his deputy Najib Razak.

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim said yes-
terday he still has enough support to topple the govern-
ment and is deliberating over how to carry out his

delayed plan to seize power.

Anwar dismissed a looming leadership transition in
the ruling coalition, saying it would fail to win popular
supportand would do nothing to reform an administra-

tion mired in corruption.

Anwar said last month more than 31 lawmakers from
the Barisan Nasional coalition were willing to switch
sides and called on Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi to agree to negotiations on ahandover of power.

Abdullah has refused and Anwar has since said
pulling off the first change of government in Malaysia's
half-century history was a difficult task that could take

some tme.

"I am pleased by the general enthusiasm expressed
by Malaysians who want to see change and rid this
countryofracismand corruption,” Anwar said Tuesday.

Despite the delay in his plans, the 31 lawmakers
"have given me their supportand they have not reneged

ontheirsupport,” hesaid.

Anwar said leaders of the three parties in the opposi-
tion alliance were meeting Tuesday to explore their

options.

An official from Anwar's Keadilan party said the
strategies included seeking an audience with
Malaysia's king, Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin, to claim a

mandate to rule.

"I don't believe that Najib will be able to garner
support or credibility, or manage the economy and rid
the country of corruption,” Anwar said.

"We are talking about a corrupt and rotten system,

we are talking about a mismanaged system under

Najib."

Abdullah and I believe it is going to be worse under

Parliament resumes next Monday and the defecting

lawmakers could physically dross the floor to show a

changein allegiance.

And although the premier can under the consttu-
tion block any attempt to mount a vote of no confi-
dence, opposition lawmakers can propose an ordinary
motion criticising Abdullah, the official said.

Abdullah, who led the coalition to its worst ever
performance in elections this year, is expected to
announce Wednesday whether he will stand aside next
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Népal's newly appointed living goddess, three yéar-old

Matine Shakya, known as Kumari, leaves her home to

ARISTOPHARMA

There are some people who look for just a job but there are some others who look for a career. If |
you are in the 2"% group, Aristopharma may help you build your career in the most prospective h]
and prestigious 'PHARMACEUTICAL MARKETING' in Bangladesh. With the infusion of

proceed to Kumari House where she will live for the next
few years in Kathmandu yesterday. Nepal's president
has backed the choice of a three-year-old girl to be
worshipped as a living goddess, officials said ~ uphold-
ing the age-old tradition despite the Maoist govern-
ment's atheist stance.

N

-

professionalism in all business activities Aristopharma has come up in the last couple of years as one of
the leading pharmaceutical manufacturers in the country. The phenomenal growth of Aristopharma
offers its marketing people not just a job but also the opportunity for rapid career growth. If you want to
avail that opportunity join our marketing team as

Medical Representative

Eligibility : Minimum graduate in science. Age below 28, unmarried and male in sex, dynamic,
passionate to win and willing to work anywhere in the country.

Key Responsibility : To generate prescription from doctors by promoting company products and to
sell products to pharmacies to achieve the allocated sales target.

Benefits Offered : Above industry average salary, additional allowances for travel and diet, festival
bonus, incentive against achievement, leave encashment, provident fund, gratuity, many other financial
benefits and most importantly - environment and opportunity for rapid career growth.

If you think you are the right person we are looking for please appear at our WALK-IN-INTERVIEW with
your own hand written application, Bio-Data, all original and attested copies of academic certificates,
mark sheets and 2 recent passport size photographs at our Principal Office located at 7, Purana Paltan
Line, Dhaka-1000 within 13-14 October 2008 between 9 am to 4 pm for primary selection. If
selected, you have to attend a comprehensive training program from 15th October 2008.
Candidates who are confident are requested to come with full preparation. Please note that
people unsuccessful in an earlier attempt need not appear.




