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CANDIDATURE FOR SYLHET-1

Ilyas stages showdown,

NATIONAL

Saifur's on Saturday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 's}fhrr

The BNP faction led by former law-
maker lyas Ali at a rally yesterday
raised their demand for fielding
party chief Khaleda Zia or llyas Ali in

Sylhet-1 constituency (Sylhet
Sadar).
Former finance minister and

party heavyweight M Saifur Rahman
won the seat in 2001 parliamentary
election by defeating Awami League
advisory committee member and
former finance minister AMA
Muhith.

[lyas loyalists staged a showdown
in Sylhet city yesterday by organising
a big gathering of party men at a
local community centre in the name
ofEid reunion.

Meeting sources claimed that
many leaders and actvists from
different wards in the city and union
and upazila committees across the
districtattended the meeting.

On the other hand, Saifur loyalists
have called a rally in the city on
October 11 (Saturday) to give a 'befit-
tingreply’ reply to their rival faction.

“We will organise a larger one
(rally) that day”, a front ranking BNP
leader belonging to Saifur faction
told this correspondent.

Saifur will attend the rally, party
sources said.

At yesterday's rally at the com-
munity center, speakers said they
will not accept a candidate for
Sylhet-1 who betrayed the party and
its chief Khaleda Zia during the
crucial period after1/11.

They are opportunists and
played foul with the party, the speak-
ers said. People will give them a just

M Saifur Rahman

lessonintime, theysaid.

The party leadership should be
selective now in choosing candi-
dates for the upcoming parliamen-
taryelection, they said.

‘Betrayers' can never be fielded
again in greater interest of the
nation they said and demanded
Khaleda Zia or Ilyas Ali to run in the
constituency.

Former district BNP chief MA
Haque, acting chief of Sylhet city
BNP Noman Mahmud, its former
chief Ahea Reza Chowdhury, former
central JCD vice-president Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury Mizan, Sylhet
BNP convening committee mem-
bers Abdul Gaffar, Nurul Haque,
Prof Moksud Ali, Saiful Huda
Jaigirder, Saiful Islam and Abdul
Quaiyum Jalali Ponki spoke at the
meeting, among others.

Former lawmaker Dilder
Hossain Selim also attended the
rally.

Ifyas Ali

Addressing the mll}' [lays Ali said
the party is still united 'except some
betrayers’. The party high com-
mand will decide about those who
betrayed the partyafter1/11.

Under Khaleda's leadership,
BNP is now more stronger than after
1/11 he said, hoping that genuine
persons would be nominated to
ensure victory in December 18
election.

Saifur had been absent from
Sylhet since 1/11. He returned
recently. At several interviews dur-
ing the period, Saifur expressed his
inability to continue in politics on
health grounds.

He became controversial as he
took stance for reforms in the party
and became 'acting party chief® at
the head ofreformists.

However, addressing party men
at Moulvibazar residence on
Saturday, Saifur expressed his desire
to contestin the polls from Sylhet-1.
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RAPE OF 10YR GIRL
Doctor among 4
sued in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Four people including a physician
were sued In connection with a
rape Incident occurred at
Matiadanga village in Sadar upazila
Tuesdaynight,

The accused are Mizanur
Rahman alias Mosto of
Motherbaria village in Assassuni
upazila, Mortun Sardar of
Matiadanga village in Sadar
upazila, Dr Bipin Bihari Sarkar, a
physician and a clinic owner
named Bidhan Chandra Mondal of
Satkhira town.

The case was filed with Satkhira
Sadar Police Station on Sunday for
raping a 10-year- old girl. Of the
accused, Dr Bipin and Bidhan were
sued for allegedly damaging rape
evidencesinabid to save the rapist.

The minor girlis now fighting for
life at Satkhira Sadar Hospital,
hospital and police sources said.

On arrival at his relative's house
at Matadanga, Mizanur Rahman
called the victim out of her house.
He took her to a nearby bush where
he raped her leaving a pool of
blood, locals and police said.

Later, the rapist and his accom-
plices took her to a private clinic
here secretly. The clinic owner
helped them in the wrong doing,
police said.

The clinic's physician, Dr Bipin
operated upon her without inform-
ing police, sources said.

Being informed, police raided
the clinic and shifted the victim to
Satkhira Sadar Hospital for better
treatment. But the accused are
absconding, police said.

When contacted, Satkhira Sadar
Police Station officer- in-charge
Abdul Kader Beg said they trying to
arrest the culprits.

Lightning kills 3

1n Manikganj,
‘| Rajshahi

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Lightning killed three people in
Manikganj and Rajshahi districts in
two days.

Our Manikganj Correspondent
reports: Two people were killed in
Singair and Saturia upazilas as thun-
derboltstruck them Sundayevening.

Ali Mia, 65, of Shimulia village in

Saturia upazila and Rupali Begum,
30, mother, of gvo sqns of Kashta
»1]1.-,1g1é in Sﬂl%dg u[mgla we gm]dlléd
on the spot when theywere working
at their houses at about 6:00 pm,

- witnessesand police said.

Our RU Correspondent reports: A
housewife was killed and two others

. were injured by lightning in Bagmara

People give a bleak look at the threatened embankment at Chinirpatal village in Saghata upazila as Jamuna River, |
already devouring vast lands in Saghata and Fulchhari upazilas, continues to erode the area.

}

upazila Sunday night.

Salina Begum, 28, wife of Alaf
Uddin of Lalpur village was killed on
the spot and two others sustained
injuries when a thunderbolt struck
thematAlaf’'s house atabout 8:00pm.

Injured Jamena, 7,daughter of
Zahidur Rahman and Jahangir Alj,
27, son of Yanus Rahman of the
same village were admitted to
Bagmara Upazila Health Complex.

POLITICAL SCENARIO IN KHULNA DIVISION

AL, BNP to face problem to
set candidates in 37 seats

32 of their bigwigs cannot back to scene

STAFF REPORTER, Khulna

Both Awami League and BNP will
face problem in fielding candidates
in 37 parliamentary constituencies
in Khulnadivision in the upcoming
December 18 election as at least 32
Influential leaders of the two par-
ties are not in a position to stage a
comeback ahead of the polls,
sources in the parties said.

They are either in jail or hiding
since the emergency to escape
arrest,

BNP in the area faces the worst
situation since the 1/11 change-
over. Some of its top leaders were
arrested in connection with differ-
ent cases and are still in jail and
many others went into hiding to
evade arrest. Some others have
been convicted for different terms
onvarious charges.

The situation is no better for
Awami League as some of its top
leaders were also arrested and
some others are absconding.

Jamaat is in a comparatively
better position in Khulna division
sincethel/11.

The convicted and absconding
BNP leaders in Khulna division are
former mayor of Khulna City
Corporation (KCC) Sheikh Tayebur
Rahman; former lawmakers Ali
Asgar Lobi of Khulna-2, MAH
Selim alias Silver Selim of

Bagerhat-3, Habibul Islam Habib
of Satkhira-1, Kader Shikder of
Narail-1, Shahidul Islam of
Kushtia-2, Kazi Salimul Hug Kamal
of Magura-2, Masud Arun of
Meherpur-1, Mashiur Rahman of
Jhenaidah-2, Shahidul Islam
Master of Jhenaidah-3,
Shahiduzzaman Beltu of
Jhenaidah-4, Abdul Wahab of
Jhenaidah-1 and influential BNP
leader and former minister Tariqul
[slam, also a  former lawmaker
from Jessore-3,

Convicted and absconding
former Awami League lawmakers
in the area are Mostafa Rashidi
Shuja of Khulna-4, Sheikh
Helaluddin of Bagerhat-1, Prof
Rafiqul Islam of Jessore-2.

Besides, ex-lawmaker from
Satkhira-5 Gazi Nazrul Islam of
Jamaat is now on bail as an accused
in a corruption case. Former law-
maker of Islami Oiykko Jote (10]))
Mufti Shahidul Islam elected from
Narail-2 is in jail after conviction in
acorruption case.,

Apart from these convicted and
absconding leaders of AL and BNP,
ex-whip Ashraf Hossain, Chatra
Dal central president Azizul Bari
Helal, ex-lawmaker of Khulna-4 M
Nurul Islam Dadu of Khulna BNP
Bagerhat district BNP secretary
Shamsul Alam Talukder are inac-

tive in politics due to intra-party
squabbles,

Central leader of BNP's labour
front Sramik Dal BM Bakir of Narail
is In jall in connection with a cor-
ruption case.

Under this circumstances, BNP
and Awami League will face serious
problems in getting eligible and
credible candidates in the 37 con-
stituencies in Khulna division for
the upcoming parliamentary
elections, political circles said.

Of course, AL leaders see no
problem in fielding candidates in
Khulna and Bagerhat districts.
They said they have many other
party men who are quite fit as
candidates 1o win the parliamen-
tary polls against BNP and Jamaat.

Asked, Khulna district BNP
president Sheikh Harun-ar-Rashid
sald Awami League is an old party
with many leaders and activists
and supporters at grassroots level.

“We have no problem whatso-
ever in getting more than one
candidate in any of the constituen-
cies in Khulnadivision”, he said.

Expressing the same view
Bagerhat district AL secretary
KamruzzamanTuku said his party
candidates will win the pollsrace as
people are annoyed with BNP and
Jamaat for their ‘misrule’ in last five
years.
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Concert for
FFs' children
cancelled in
Kishoreganj

A CORRESPONDENT, Kishoregan)

Kishoreganj district administra.
tion has cancelled their permis.
sion to hold a cultural
programme organised by
Muktijuddher Prajanma (Libera.
tion War Generation) in a new
stadium of Kishoreganj today
following opposition from
Kishoreganj Imam Olama
Parishad.

The programme was arranged
to collect fund including that for a
scholarship project for the chil-
dren of freedom fighters and
Kishoreganj district administra-
tion on September 23 gave per-
mission for the programme fol-
lowing an application by Md
Mazharul Islam, president of the
organisation.

Popular singer Momtaj Begum
and Close-up One stars were
invited in the programme.

Kishoregna) Imam Olama
Parishad on Sunday declared
their 'protest activities' and
submitted a memorandum to
cancel the cultural programme
and Kishoreganj district admin-
istration cancelled permission
for the function.

Kishoreganj Deputy
Commissioner ASM Mahbubul
Alam said the cultural programme
was cancelled to avert deteriora-
tion of law and order.

Hasina-Khaleda meet
to fail without parties'

consensus

Says Sheikh Razzak Ali

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Ex-speaker of sixth Jatiya Sangsad
Sheikh Razzak Ali said merely a
meeting between former prime
ministers Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia would not bring any

benefic for'the nadon'if greater '

understanding among political
parties cannotbe achieved.

“Our political leaders who failed
to implement their commitments
made to the people are yet to learn
lessons even after nearly two years
of one eleven changeover,” the ex-
speaker said while talking to local
newsmen at his Khulna residence
on the day of Eid-ul-Fitre.

“I have no intention to join BNP
again. Deprived of their rights,
many prominent leaders including
former ministers and lawmakers
from BNP joined Liberal
Democratic Party with heavy heart.

I cannot leave them even after-

Sheikh Razzak Al

getting lucrative offer for going
backto BNP" he said.

Razzak Ali, however, did not rule
out the possibility of LDP's joining
an alliance led by BNP.

Meanwhile, several top leaders
of two factions of Khulna BNP have
been in touch with Sheikh Razzak
Ali for the last one month appar-
entlyina bid to take him back ‘with
due respect’.

Harbouring religious
extremism causes
instability: Menon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Workers Party President Rashed
Khan Menon yesterday said reli-
gion-based politics is responsible
for creating instability and back-
wardness in Bangladesh that has
been traditionally a country of
religious harmun}r

Festivals lose their charm if
people continue to suffer from
poverty and uncertainty of liveli-
hood, Menon said during his visit
to different Durga Puja mandops
in Babuganjupazilayesterday.

As opportunity for practising
religion-based politics is against
the spirit of equal rights to all
religious communities and citi-
zens, it should be restricted during
registration of political parties, he
said.

Religious institutions like
churches, temples, mosques now
needs protection of law enforcers

Rashed Khan Menon

and people willing to participate in
programmes have to enter there
after undergoing body search due to
expansion of terrorism in the name
ofrreligion-based politics, he said.

Bangladesh should return to its
non-communal, democratic and
discrimination-free foundations
by defeating harmful activities of
the evil communal forces, Menon
said.
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Saifur wants his son
Naser to run in

Moulvibazar-3

Many party bigwigs not seen at
Eid reunion at his Bagan Bari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Former finance minister Saifur
Rahman's much talked about
Bagan Bari in Moulvibazar is
lively again.

After 1/11, Saifur went to the
Bagan Bari on Saturday (October-
4) and arranged a Eid reunion for
party men there on Sunday:.

It is learnt that some senior
BNP leaders of Moulvibazar did
not attend the Eid reunion.

Before 1/11, the luxurious
resort was the center of power in
Sylhet region. Party leaders from
the region used to go there for
Saifur's blessings.

The house which used to
remain abuzz with party man
during the BNP heavyweight's
presence while in power,
remained closed after 1/11, None
was seen there except the care-
taker.

In the name of Eid reunion,
Saifur held an informal meeting
with party leaders from
Moulvibazar and Sylhet, express-
ing his desire to contest the
December 18 polls from Sylhet-1
(Sadarand Companiganj) again.

Meeting source said, Saifur
also expressed his another desire
about his elder son M Naser
Rahman.

He wants Naser as a party
candidate from Moulvibazar-3
(Sadar and Rajnagar) constitu-
ency again,

"My son Naser was a very good
boy, but a few persons of
Moulvibazar have spoiled him",
Saifur said, according to meeting

N S

sources.

He said legal process is on to
release Naser from jail.

Saifur however expressed his
doubt about holding of the polls
on schedule.

"If election 1s held, I am ready
to contest”, Saifur told the meet-
ing. But it depends on BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, he
added.

Saifur said Sylhet BNP has
been divided into two groups. It
will be tough to face the election
without unity.

He termed Ilyas Ali an 'imper-
tinent person’ and said he wants
to ‘reply through organisational
activities'.

Meeting sources said it was
attended by, among others,
Sylhet City BNP secretary Nasim
Hussain, former APS of the for-
mer finance minister and Jubo
Dal leader Quyum Chaudhury,

Sylhet BNP leaders Saleh Ahmed

Khasru, Abeda Chaudhury, advo-
cate Habibur Rahman, Dr
Sharier, Mifta Siddiquee, Abul
Kaher Shamim, Faruk Ahmed,
Qumrul Hasan Shahin, AliAhmed
Dobir, Moulvibazar district BNP
secretary Fayzul Karim Mayun,
its former secretary Juned Ahmed
and Moulvibazar district BNP
publicity secretary Bakshi
Misbahur Rahman.

Md Fayzul Karim Mayun, also
mayor of Moulvibazar, told this
correspondent that Saifur
Rahman came to his village home
on the occasion of Eid. It was a
gathering of many people to
exchange Eid greetings, nothing
else,
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