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Pakistan insists no deal

made with US on strikes

Zardari brands Kashmir fighters 'terrorists'

Apr, P11, Islamabad

Pakistan insisted yesterday it had
no deal allowing the US to fire
missiles at militant hideouts after
an American newspaper quoted
the new president as suggesting
otherwise.

President Asif Ali Zardari report-
edly told The Wall Street Journal that
"India has never been a threat” to
his country, while calling Islamist
militant groups in the disputed
Kashmirregion "terrorists.”

The opposition PML-N on
Sunday took exception to Pakistan
President Asif Ali Zardari's descrip-
ton of militant groups in Jammu
and Kashmir as “terrorists” and
said it would raise the issue in
Parliament.

“"We take exception to Mr
Zardari's statement in this regard,”
PML-N spokesman Siddique-ul-
Farooqtold Dawn News channel.

He said the "uprising” in Jammu
and Kashmir over the past few
months had proved that the move-

ment in the Indian state is “indige-
nous”.

Farooq said that the PML-N
would raise the issue in Parliament,

The reported comments could
undermine Zardari just a month
into his presidency, especially with
Pakistan's powerful military. The
army's top brass have traditionally
viewed India as its top enemy and
has denied any agreement with the
USoncrossborder operations.

In the interview with the Journal
reported on Saturday, Zardari is
paraphrased as saying that the US
is carrying out missile strikes on
Pakistani soil with his govern-
ment's consent.

"We have an understanding, in
the sense that we're going after an
enemy together,” he is then quoted
assaying.

Farhatullah Babar, a spokesman
for Zardari, said the Journal writer
had read too much into Zardari's
quote, and that the president was
talking in generalities about fight-
Ing terrorism.

"The official position is that we
do notallow foreign incursions into
Pakistaniterritory," Babar said.

The US has long carried out
missile strikes against suspected
al-Qaeda and Taliban hideouts in
the northwest, buta recent surge in
attacks has prompted official
Pakistani condemnation,
Washington complains that
Pakistan is unwilling or unable to
take strong action against the
extremists.,

Atleast 24 people, many of them
alleged foreign militants, were
killed in the latest suspected US
strike Friday in North Waziristan
province, officials said.

Suspected militants also fired
rockets at the home of the top
provincial official in northwestern
Pakistan, the latest in a surge of
attacks that have rocked the law-
less region bordering Afghanistan.

Three houses were damaged
but no one was injured in the
strikes in Mardan late Sunday on

the home of North West Frontier -

Province's chief minister, Amir
Halder Khan Hotl.

Analysts have suggested that the
previous government of President
Pervez Musharraf had some form
ofspoken agreement with the US to
allow the attacks, which are deeply
unpopularamong many here.

Zardarl's comments on India
could also raise eyebrows,

India and Pakistan have been
traditional archrivals who have
fought three wars, two over the
status of Kashmir, a region claimed
by both countries.

Pakistan has often referred to
separatist rebels in Kashmir region
as “freedom fighters". It denies
Indian allegations it funds and
trains them,

Babar said Zardari meant that
“foreign jihadi militants" who have
"sneaked into Kashmir" are to be
condemned as terrorists. He did
notelaborate,

Pakistan's chief army spokes-
man Athar Abbas said he had no
comment onthe remarks.

10 more killed in ethnic
riots in Assam

Paramilitary troops called out to quell clashes

AP, AFP, Guwahati

Clashes between ethnic groups in
[ndia's remote northeast killed 10
more people yesterday, bringing
the death toll from four days of
violence to 40, including 15 people
shot by police, officials said.
Another 100,000 people have fled
their homes, theysaid.

The fighting in Assam state
began Friday when a group of young
ethnic Bodo men were attacked
after patrolling their villages. Bodo

leaders blamed the incident on .

relatively recent settlers, most of
whom are Muslims, sparking the
clashes, said Assam Home
Commissioner Subhash Das.

I'he 40 people killed included 15
people who were fatally shot when
police opened fire on violent mobs
in at least four different incidents,
Das said. Police have been
authorised to shoot at anyone
fightingin the streets,

An indefinite curfew imposed
Friday in the northern Assam
districts of Udalguri and Darrang
continued Monday with small
breaks to allow people to buy
essentialsupplies.

India’'s Assam state deployed
thousands of paramilitary troops
yesterday to quell clashes between
Muslim migrants and tribal groups.

A senior Assam police official
said an additional 2,100 paramili-
tary personnel were being sent to
the affected areas, where curfews
with sheot-on-sight orders have
already been imposed.

"The army, police and paramili-
tary are out in strength and we are
mobilising all resources to stop the
fighting,” said Assam government
spokesman Himanta Biswa Sarma.

Ethnic Bodos and Muslim set-
tlers in Assam have a history of
conflict and have fought in the
recent clashes with bows and
arrows and spears and machetes,

and have burned each other's
homes and property, officials said
over the weekend.

More than 150 people have been
injured in the violence and more
than 100,000 have fled their homes
in some 30 villages, Das said.

Authorities are also investigat-
ing whether the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland, a
Bodo separatist group with a his-
tory of violence, has played arole in
targeting Muslim settlers.

In an e-mail sent to journalists
Sunday night, the group's spokes-
man, S Sanjarang, dentedrany role
in the fighting.

Animosity between the Bodos
and Muslim migrants stems from
long-standing land disputes. The
groups clashed sporadically
throughout the 1990s, leaving at
least 250 dead and an estimated
300,000 displaced.

Nearly 100,000 people are still
living in makeshift relief camps.

Hindu-Muslim
clashes kill 4
in India

AP, Mumbai

Clashes between Hindus and
Muslims in a western Indian town
left atleast four people dead and 80
injured, forcing police to impose a
curfew, an official said yesterday.

The violence erupted Sunday
when some Muslims tore up post-
ers put up by a Hindu group near
their shops in Dhule, a town 290km
northeast of Mumbai, India's
financial and entertainment capi-
tal, police officer Jeet Patel said.

Local Muslims objected to the
posters, which urged Hindus to
wake up following a series of bomb
blasts across Hindu-majority India.
A group calling itself the Indian
Mujahideen claimed responsibility
for some of the bombings.

Muslims and Hindus attacked
each other with stones and burned
several shops, homes and vehicles
in the area, Patel said.

Police fired tear gas and warning
shotsto disperse the rioters, he said.

Paramilitary soldiers also were
called in to control the mob and a
curfew was imposed in the area
Patel said.

Head Office: BSB Building (8th-10th, 16th-19th Floors),
8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000.

"RECRUITMENT OF PROBATIONARY OFFICERS

IFIC BANK

LIMITED
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IFIC Bank Limited is a first generation private sector commercial bank having joint ventures and affiliates
abroad. The Government of Bangladesh holds 35% of its shares. The Bank now seeks young and energetic
persons for appointment as "Probationary Officers" who are committed in making career in banking,
willing to work anywhere in Bangladesh and who fulfill the following criteria:

AGE

Not over 30 years of age as on September 30, 2008.

QUALIFICATIONS

e Graduate with Honours or Post Graduate in any of the following subjects with minimum 2 (two) 1%
Division/Classes or equivalent CGPA including 15! Division or equivalent CGPA either in SSC or
HSC: without any 3rd Division/Class or equivalent CGPA in the entire academic career:

i) Business Administration ii) Bank Management iii) Economics iv) Accounting v) Marketing vi) Finance
vii) Management viii) Finance & Banking ix) English x) Mathematics xi) Statistics xii) Computer Science.

e MBA/ACMA/ACA/B.Sc. Engineer
The position offers monthly consolidated remuneration of Tk.19,984/- during the period of probation. On
successful completion of one year probationary period, the candidates will be absorbed in the regular
services of the Bank as Officer Grade-I with gross initial emoluments of Tk.23,736/- p.m. Candidates
selected for appointment as Probationary Officers will be required to execute a bond for serving the Bank
for a minimum period of 5 (five) years.

Eligible candidates are requested to submit their applications in their own handwriting on or before
October 30, 2008 with the following particulars enclosing attested copies of all academic certificates,
Payment Order / Demand Draft (Drawn in Dhaka) for Tk. 200/~ only (non-refundable) issued by any
scheduled Bank in Bangladesh in favour of IFIC Bank Limited and 03 (three) recent Passport size photographs
addressed to the First Vice President, Human Resources Division, [FIC Bank Limited, Head Office, Dhaka:

Zardari, Gilani
take up cabinet
reshuffle

THE NATION/ ANN, Islamabad

Pakistan's President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani Sunday held a meeting
at the Aiwan-e-Sadr to review the
security situation and the con-
vened joint sitting of Parliament.

In the one-on-one meeting that
continued for two and half hours,
both leaders discussed the likely
expansion of the federal cabinet
and considered various names for
ministerial portfolios. They also 4
exchanged views on the structure 4
of cabinet and the share of coali-
tion partners.

The meeting discussed the
situation in the tribal areas and
NWFP, and the military operation
against the militants. Both the
leaders were satisfied over the
results of the ongoing operation.
They also exchanged views on
different challenges confronting

the country.

The PM also asked federal min-
isters, parliamentary secretaries
and MPs belonging to the treasury
benches to ensure their presence in
the joint session of Parliament
Those ruling alliance members
who are out of country are also
asked to come back and attend this
important session.

PHOTO: AFP
Sri Lankan soldiers stand alert at the scene of a bomb blast in the north central town of Anuradhapura yesterday. A

suicide bomber triggered a blast near the offices of the main opposition party in northern Sri Lanka, killing at least 27

people, officials said. The attack at a bus stop in the town of Anuradhapura comes as the Sri Lankan military appears
onthe verge of capturing the Tigers' key northern headquarters.
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(a) Full Name (b) Father's Name (c) Mother's Name (d) Present Address (e) Permanent Address (f) Date of

Birth and age as on September 30, 2008 (g) Nationality (h) Educational Qualifications from S.S.C. upwards
with name of institutions, Division / Class' / CGPA obtained and year of passing (i) Other qualifications/
experience, if any & (j) Payment Order / Demand Draft Number, issue date & name of the issuing bank
branch & (k) Names and addresses of two referees not related to the candidate.

No application will be received directly other than sent by post/courier service. Incomplete applications will
be rejected outright. The words " Application for the post of Probationary Officer” must be written on the
top right hand corner of the envelope.

30, GFT CBMEe s 47 I 7R So0d TATS So3000 *44; (A AVRFS T co¢ S 300,000 B I |
25, T B s 4T ORI TR $90a3¢0 TATS H03do8d 47E: (o1t FTRFFT TR 00k W 33,b00 0 I |
33, T O s 3 I 7R 3303003 TAT® 3303300 HE; (1R ORISR ot ST Soo b )

JIIT,

FIRAA AFT WA

BITGTS BTG AT,

AT 8 WeH HiEEn Heviet

@ - 9, B, 7 qeer 8w, uq et WfRfRT, -3

BE




