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HIS year marks 18 years of
German unity and we at the
| Bangladesh German
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BGCCD would like to
extend our felicitations on this
auspicious day. We want to mark
and celebrate this significant event
together with Germans,
Bangladeshis and the world.

BGCCI was founded in 2003 to
strengthen trade and harmonious
business relations between the two
countries. Today BGCCl is the only
riluend herter e Dardadeil:
actively involved in facilitating and
improving trade relationship
between the two countries by
offering services to the German as
well as the Bangladeshi business
commuunity.

Bangladesh German Chamber
of Commerce and Industry

Message

(BGCCD has been closely working
with the German Embassy and
other German organizations here
in Bangladesh fostering economic
cooperation between the two
countries. BGCCI assists German
investors and traders, by organiz-
ing business trips, providing
contacts, gathering information
and researching data. BGCCI also
helps the Bangladeshi business
community arranging their (nps
to Germany where necessary,
helping with contacts and infor-
maticr where possible and raising
the .raage of Bangladesh among
Germans and Germany. BGCCI
arranges translation and inter-
preting services and provides an
important platform to discuss
various business related issues to
successfully bridge the cultural
differences that sometimes

impede business.
For the first time ever BGCCI is

organizing the German Trade Show
2008 from Nov. 6-8 at the
Bangladesh China Friendship
Conference Centre in Dhaka.
Besides a fully booked exhibition
venue, there will be presentations
and discussions on specific busi-
ness topics in special sessions. This
event will be an important step
towards developing a platform and
awareness for increasing opportu-
nities for the mutual benefit of our
two countries.

BGCCl joins the German people
in their rejoicing of German Unity
Day celebrations. Long live
Bangladesh German friendship.

Md. Saiful Islam
President, BGCCI

Warmest Felicitations To
The Government And The Friendly People of
The Federal Republic of Germany on the

Day of German Unity

YOUR TRUSTED AND MOST RELIABLE
LOGISTICS SERVICE PROVIDER IN BANGLADESH

WE AIM TO PROVIDE THE HIGHEST
QUALITY SERVICE TO ALL OUR
CUSTOMERS ON EVERY

SW (A) 26, GULSHAN AVENUE,
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
in Paris for the Afghanistan

Conference in June. What have we
achieved? Where are we going? In
which areas must we do even more?
Besides critically taking stock at the
conference, two things in particular
were import-ant. The international
community confirmed their further
support. Furthermore, the Afghans

also agreed to gradually shoulder
more and more respons-ibility. Our

aim is to enable them to take care of

security in their country themselves
as soon as possible. For this reason,
we will also reinforce our efforts (o
train the -police and armed forces.

For years German forel policy has
been supporting peace efjorts between
Israelis and Palestinians. What contri-
bution is Germany making here?

I don't think we should overesti-
mate what we can achieve here. On
the other hand, we shouldn't under-
estimate it either! There are certainly
areas where we can make a contribu-
tion and there is room for a European
role in settling this conflict. As you
know, we are working for a compre-
hensive political solution in the
Middle East. Qur objective is a per-
manent end to violence and the
establishment of peaceful coexis-
tence between Israelis and
Palestinians on the basis of a two-
state solution. During our EU presi-
dency in 2007, we worked hard to
revive the Middle East Quartetand to

"incorporate the countries of the

region into the international efforts,
In the end we succeeded in relaunch-
ing talks, resulting in the Annapolis
Conference.

[ can see a role for Germany and
Furope in giving appropriate sup-
Enrt to the political process that

egan in Annapolis. That s the main
objective of our common “EU Action
Strategy”. We want to show the peo-
ple in the region that the road to
peace is worthwhile, however stren-
uous it may be. This supports the
negotiators on both sides and
strengthens the advocates of moder-
ation. It involves promoting eco-
nomic reconstruction, but also
supporting the police and judiciary
in Palestinian territory. Many things
are lacking: court buildings, police
vehicles, workshops to repair and
maintain them. These are areas in
which we can give practical assis-
tance.

With our initiative called “Future
for Palestine” we are promoting
specific projects that can be imple-
mented quickly in the Palestinian
territories  projects we hope can
tangibly improve living conditions
now. And gy staging the major
Palestine Security Conference in
Berlin, we have given Europe has
given a clear signal that we wish to
play a leading role in building up the
Palestinian police and judiciary.

The fight against hunger and the
promotion of economic development

- as a stabiligingfactar are part.of crisis:

prevention. Which of Germany's
development-cooperation projects do
you regard as especially promusing for
the future also with a view to achiev-
ing the United Nations' Millennium
Goals?

As early as 1980 Willy Brandt hit
the nail on the head when he said
“Peace cannot endure where there is
hunger.” If we want to prevent crises,
we must do something about the
structural causes of conflict. This also
involves combating hunger and
poverty and promoting economic
development. Lack of future pros-
pects and an unequal distribution of
wealth exacerbate the risk that con-
flicts will lead to violence.
Conversely, crises and acute conflicts
deprive people of their livelihoods
and cause even more hunger and
poverty. Thatiswhy the prevention of
violent conflicts worldwide remains
a key concern of German foreign
policy.

I am convinced that sustainable
crisis prevention can only succeed if
we choose a comprehensive
approach, an approach thatincludes
all fields of politics i.e. not only for-
eign and security policy, but also
economic, environmental and
development policy. Security and
development are closely linked; one
is not possible without the other.
That is why the Federal Government
is committed to promoting eco-
nomic development as a way of
preventing crises and making peace
securer. Itis also a matter of structur-
ing globalization in such a way that
existing inequalities are not further
reinforced this, too, is an important
prerequisite for economic and social
development. :

At the United Nations
Millennium Summit in autumn
2000, the world's nations, including
Germany, declared their goal of
halving the percentage of people
who live in extreme poverty wur?d-
wide by 2015. As you know, on a
national level we have adopted the
“Action Pro e 2015" for this
reason and are working hard on its
implementation.

The 2008 Bertelsmann
Transformation Index study shows
that, although the number of democ-
racies has risen over the last few years,
more and more countries aredevelop-
ing into “secret autocracies. How is
mhis ;:refgn policy dealing with
t .

The first step when formulating
foreign policy is to closely observe
and an political developments
worldwide, and then to develop
political concepts and strategies on
this basis. One of the essential tasks
of foreign diplomatic missions is to
report regularly on the situation of
human rights and the basic legal
framework in each individual coun-
try. And I can assure you that we take
averycloselook! We talk with govern-
ments and authorities, but also with
representatives of civil society jour-
nalists, lawyers, human-rights activ-
ists and political foundations. If there
are any indications that the princi-
ples ofthe rule of law and democracy
are under threat, we address theissue
and try to encourage remedial
action. We do this bilaterally or
within the framework of the EU and
the United Nations, but always in
close coordination with our
European and international part-
ners.

Asyouknow, we have developed a

wide range of instruments for this
purpose. | would like to mention the
dialogues on human rights and the
rule of law which we have taken up
bilaterally and at the European level
with countries like China, Russia and
many others. May I also remind you
of the Rule-of-Law Initiative which
we launched during our G8 presi-
dency. If you want to sustainably
consolidate human rights, you must
also take into account the societal
environment in which these rights
are to be assured, Deficiencies must
be clearly identified. However,
patience and persistence are
required to remedy them. We are
working hard on this and will con-
tinue to dosoinfuture.

Engagement for democracy and
human rights are among Germany's
core values. Yet some countries regard
calls on them (o respect western
standards and values as intrusive or
moralizing. What concrete possibili-
ties does diplomacy have here?

First of all, human rights as laid
down, for example, 60 years ago in
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights really are universal and indi-
visible! They are not “western” val-
ues. That is why we are so strongly
committed to them and why I believe
that the principle in international
law of non-intervention clearly
reaches its limits when human rghts
are being flagrantly violated. It is the
task of ¢ iplﬂmﬂt?' to keep drawing
attention to this fact and to make it
clear that religious or cultural ideas
cannot be used as a basis for calling
universal standards into question. 1
have already mentioned the instru-
ment of human rights dialogues we
can also use these to discuss such
fundamental matters of principle.
And since you ask about lﬁc role of
diplomacy, it is also needed when
solutions are being sought for spe-
cific cases where human rights have
been violated. Of course, we also
have to keep on clearly stating our
Eusitiun publicly. But if you want to

elp specific people in specific situa-
tions, you cannot do without “quiet
diplomacy”, i.e. persistently working
behind the scenes to bring about a
solution.

In an interview you recently said:
“Art and culture are becoming
increasingly important in foreign
policy because they reach people
where classic diplomacy has no
effect.” Where do you see the specific
influenceofculture in foreign policy?

I have already mentioned that we
are living in a world thatis changing
dramatically before our very eyes.
New powers, new actors are appear-
ingon the scene and promoting their
ideas and values. This means we can
no longer assume that everyone
necessarily shares our own values
and ideas which for decades seemed
to us to be the measure of all things.
On the contrary, we, too, must pro-
mote our values and ideas; we, too,
must be convincing and fake our-
selves understood. Conversely, it is
also true that we can only under-
stand many processes and develop-
ments if we judge them against their
cultural background. That is why I
say we must create opportunities in
which mutual understanding can
develop, in which the tolerance we
need in today's networked world can
grow. If we only use the means of
classical diplomacy our success in
this will only be limited. Art, culture,
education are the bridges across
which people can approach each
other. That is why foreign cultural

olicy should be the third pillar of our
oreign policy. Cultural exchanges
and education work can also lay a
foundation on which our political
relations can build be it at our
German schools or partner schools
abroad, at our 134 Goethe Institutes
abroad, or within the framework of
foreign science policy which we are
particularly promoting this year.

Germany is the United Nations'
third-largest financial contributor
and the seat of numerous UN secre-
tariats and institutions. How 1Is
Germany currently pursuing the aim
of reforming the UN Security Council
including the Council'senlargement?

Although the subject is no longer
in the headlines as often as it was a
few years ago, the refonn of the

United Nations will remain patch-
work without a reform of the Security
Council. As it stands, the Security
Council reflects the world after 1945,
Today we are dealing with a com-
pletely different geopolitical reality,
and if the Council's authority and
credibility are to be maintained,
there must be a reform. As you know,
corresponding proposals were
submitted by Germany, together
with Brazil, India and Japan, in 2005,
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And even though there was wide-
spread support for these proposals at
the time, they, like the other draft
resolutions, were never put to the
vote, Today we are debating so-called
“interim solutions”, i.e. a reform that
would only apply for alimited period
of time and would be followed by an
obligatory review conference. We are
open and flexible as regards these
ideasand are actively participatingin
the ongoing discussions. The aim is

'The world is searching for a new international order’

to begin a negotiation process as
soon as possible that will end in a
concrete reform. Two things are key
here. First, we want a real structural
reform of the Security Council that
reflects the world as it is today. And
second, the proposal must be
for-mulated in such a way that it can
win the necessary two-thirds major-
ityin the General Assembly.

Thank you for giving us your
valuable time.

12th IAAF World

berlin 2009TM

Following the Olympic Games and
the Football World Cup, the third
largest sporting event in the world,
the World Championships in
Athletics is coming to Berlin in 2009.
From August 15 -23, the best track
and field athletes from around the
world will compete in the Berlin
Olympic Stadium for the title of
world championin 47 disciplines.

One very special highlight will be
the world championship marathon
race, For the first time in the history
of athletics, it will not start and
finish in the stadium, but will rather
take place in the heart of Berlin. The
start and finish will be located at the
Brandenburg Gate could there be a
better backdrop in Berlin?

The race walking events over 20
km (men's and women's) will also

Championships in Athletics

take place in the city centre on the
grand boulevard “Unterden Linden .
Information and tickets for the
12th IAAF World Championships in
Athletics berlin 2009TM are avail-

able online at www.berlin2009.org
and via the ticket hotline +49 (0)
1805 1 2009 1 (0.14 Euro/min. from
the German landlines; cellular
prices may vary).

WARM FELICITATIONS
FOR
GERMAN UNIFICATION DAY

PICARD BANGLADESH LTD

Factory : Kondalbag, Zirabo, Savar, Dhaka-1341, Bangladesh
Corporate Ofice: Sky Lark Point(Sth Floor), Suite 8J1, 24/A Bijoy Nagar, Dhaka-1000
Tel. 88-02-9354116.9354993-4, 9354570, 7708930, 7708798, 7709162,7792257
Fax: 88-02-9332569. 7709133, E-Mail: picard@bdmail.net, Web. www.picardbd.com

Our Heartiest Felicitations to The Federal Republic
of Germany on the "Day of German Unity”

DELITZ POWER SYSTEMS

%330 kW to 4000 kW

“+Highly Skilled After Sales Services

Kaltimex Energy Bangladesh (Pvt.) Ltd.

GAS GENERATORS

L ow Fuel Consumption

wTurnkey Solutions

IPPs & Captive Power Plants for:
Steel Plants : Textiles : Fish & Food Processing : Cement :Chemicals : Paper :Pharmaceuticals

Exclusive Distributor in Bangladesh

Faruque Rupayan Tower (11th Floor)
32 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani C/A, Dhaka-1213

Tel: + 880 (2) 8836637-38
Fax:+ 88 (2) 8836826

Mobile: 01714110997,01714110998,01713453375,01713037584

Email; sales@kaltimexbangla.com.bd

website: www. kaltimex-energy.com
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