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Exhibition Recitation and
An exhibition of a Reminiscence
collection of posters of R. Title: A Day for Mahmoud
W Fanhlhd-r Darwish

Venue: Exhibition Gallery, Organiser: Libaration War
Auditoniu, Allance Museum

Francaise, 26 Mirpur Rd Venue: Liberation War
Dhanmond Museum, 5, Shegunbagicha
Date: October 20-23 Date: October 5
Opening: 5pm, October 20 Tlme: 4:30 pm

Handloom fabrics of Rangamati: Prospects
and shortfalls

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, Rangamati

The handloom industry in the
Rangamati Hill District is a wel-
come employment opportunity
for unemployed young females
and underprivileged women,
particularly the indigenous wom-
enfolk.

While, handloom products are
gradually gaining popularity both
at home and overseas, the owners
of the traditional handloom
factories are discontented as their
sales have declined unexpectedly
due to a wane in the number of
tournists. Adding to their woes are
the skyrocketing prices of yarn,
dying and other weaving materi-
als. Prices have unexpectedly
gone up by 50 percent, owners
said.

Around 2,000 underprivileged
female workers are engaged in
weaving at different handloom
factories in the district. Their
work In the factories includes
weaving, dyeing of cloth and
processing yarn.

"I have been working here for
the last three years. When | was
an apprentice I was making only
Tk 1200. After a raise, now I get

Tk 2000." smd Lalita Chakma © textile #ctories in the di . T - While local déemand was minyds-  begun working with indigenous pr?ﬁw;d? Bahamas"'?} [iﬂfs.‘h‘? fa“mmsff' mfﬂmi-s;e-:; g8 Italiap film here? And.my answer |
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Bain Textile. However, weavers
with experience usually earn Tk
250010 3000 per month.

“I've been working for the last
12 years at Bain Textile. When 1
started, I used to get only Tk 700.
Now I earn Tk 2500 and can sup-
port my two school-going chil-

An indigenous weaver at work at Bain Textile in Rangamati.

Textile, Banalata Textile, Banani
Textile, Tantuj Textile, Craft &
Fashion Textile, Bayan Textile,
Majumder Textile and Rakhain
Textile.

Handloom items that enjoy
good sales include pinon-khadi
(an indigenous material),

1965 at the Tribal Officer Colony
in Tabalchhar area of the town.
Manjulika Chakma is the owner
of the establishment. Following
her footsteps, the owners of other
textile factories embarked on the
handloom business about 20
years ago in the district, sources
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number of locals are also buying
the handloom items. Simulta-
neously, good quality handloom
items are going to cloth traders
in Dhaka, said Manjulika
Chakma.

However, insiders say that the
business is not that profitable

the handloom industry, the gov-
ernment could give subsidies and
interest-free short and long-term
loans,

Motaleb Hossain, owner of
Banani Textile, asserts that weay-
Ing materials have to be pur-
chased in Dhaka, which adds to
the cost. Ashop of BTMC (Bangla-
desh Textile Mills Corporation)
was at Reserve Bazar in the town
about 10 years ago from where
the company used to buy its
weaving materials,

Currently, many handloom
factories have sprung up in
Rangamati town, where as there
was only a handful about two
decades ago.

Manjulika Chakma started her
business with a capital of Tk 500.
At present, Manjulika is consid-
ered a pioneer in the handloom
fabrics trade in CHT. She won a
Bangladesh Business Awards
2003 for her outstanding perfor-
mance in popularising indige-
nous fabrics.

‘I use more dying materials
and colours in my handloom
iterns. 5o, demand for my items is
always higher than others," she
said, adding, "many who are not
originally from the CHT have

style.”

"My products are available at
Dhaka-based outlets such as
Aarong, Prabartana, Aranya
and Kumudini. Last year, |
earned about Tk 35 lakh of
which 65 percent is the produc-
tion cost of the total sale. Our

Rome -- It's early autumn in 1944,
and the Nazis are advancing on
the Italian front. Four American
soldiers deployed to fight Hitler's
notorious 16th SS Panzer Grena-
dier Division are separated from
their unit behind enemy lines.
Soon they stumble onto the site of
an unspeakable massacre. .

It's a World War 11 film all right,
and while some of the themes may
ring familiar, this one has taken
the genre in a new direction.
That's because the actors are
playing members of the Army's
92nd Infantry Division or the
“Buffalo Soldiers," mostly African
Americans from the Southern
states, some 3,000 of whom died
fighting on Italian soil. And sec-
ondly, because the director is
Spike Lee, a filmmaker famous for
his sharp, cinematic portraits of
contemporary African American
society.

So how did Spike Lee end up
making a war movie? "Growing up
in Brooklyn I always enjoyed war
films, and this is one genre I have
not done before," Lee said in
Rome last December, as he
wrapped up nine weeks of princi-
pal photography in Tuscany and
Rome. Called "Miracle at St.
Anna,” the movie -- which begins
in modern-day New York, flashes
back to 1944 Italy and ends in

American soldiers deployed to
Tuscany during World War II and
thelocal villagers they meet.
Reviews of the film, which
opened Friday, have not been
kind, many calling it a muddled,
overly long film filled with ethnic
clichés; it remains to be seen if
audiences will embrace Lee's two

soldiers’ inner conflict. "I've
always felt the black soldiers’
contribution to World War Il is
greatly underestimated...They
were fighting for their country but
still being treated as second-class
citizensathome.”

Even so, the director insisted
that the film isn't only about the
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black soldiers. Lee pointed to a
divisive situation in Italy at the

Nazis, who tried to flush out parti-
san pockets of resistance. "We have
two groups of people trying to find
a common ground to communi-
cate,” Lee said. "The people in the
village, which these four Buffalo
Soldiers have stumbled into, have
never seen black people before in
their life... They have been waiting

“Miracle at St. Anna”: Spike Lee's
take on a whitewashed war

Lee's cast is a mix of American
and European actors, including
Derek Luke ("Antwone Fisher”),
Laz Alonso and Michael Ealy (both
D.C. natives) and Omar Benson
Miller as the Buffalo Soldiers, as
well as John Turturro, John
Leguizamo, Italy's Pierfrancesco
Favino, Valentina Cervi and Ger-
many's Christian Berkel

Lee commanded the multilin-
gual and multicultural set with
ease and modesty. "The Ameri-
cans are speaking in English, the
[talians in Italian and the Germans
in German. I did not want any of
those "Hogan's Heroes" Colonel
Klink characters. We want every-
one to speak their natural lan-
guages, We think this will give
authenticity.”

The Tuscan regional govern-
ment gave Lee permission to film
in many locations, including the
site of the real massacre:
Sant’Anna di Stazzema, where on
September 14, 1944 Nazi troops
murdered 560 women, children
and elderly people.

For Lee, "Miracle at St. Anna”
sees the fruition of an idea sparked
long ago: to make a film in ltaly. "1
have been coming to ltaly every
year since doing the press for
‘She's Gotta Have It' in 1986 _ _
Italian journalists kept asking me,
‘When are you going to shoot an

find astory first."

He found the story when his
wife, Tonya Lewis Lee, came
across a work of historical fiction
ttled "Miracle at St. Anna,” by
James McBride. The author’s first
book was the race and integration
memoir "The Color of Water,” a
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