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profession

Dhols (right) gather dust as men and women of the Dhuli community are occupied in making handicrafts.

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR, Pabna

[tis an irony of fate that the dhuli
(drummers) who add a special
touch to celebrations and festi-
vals with their craft, have to
endure lifelong poverty and
misery. Amidst financial woes,
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th€m have béen forced to pursue

most of

new lines of work. These cases are
apparent in the village Dogasi
(renowned for its dhulis) under
the Sadarupazilain Pabna.
"Playing dhol is what | know
best. My forefathers were dhulis
and they led lives through this
profession. There was a time
when dhulis were in demand in

days are gone. Now the dhulis are
not sought after. Occasionally, at
puja or weddings, the dhulis are
called to perform but for the most
part they are jobless. It's becom-
ing impossible to afford even the
basic requirements as a dhuli,
due to changes in the social
trends,"” says Prem Chandra Das,
iof the dhulis in Dogal

families in the Dogasi village.
Mostof them are dirt poor. A large
number of them have already left
their ancestral profession. Many
of them have joined the local
craftsmen. Over 100 out of the
300 dhuli families are now
directly involved with making
handicrafts. These are mostly

handicrafts,"”

Yy '
“There are at least 300 dhulh

 Dhulis forced to abandon ancestral

kula, chalun, dhaki and other
household items.

"For dhulis, work is not avail-
able for the most part of the
year. So we, along with our
family members have taken up
this profession. I usually earn
Tk 80 to 100 a day from making
said the 60 year-

sWhen
are called to play the #hol at
special occasions, we oblige but
the female members of our
family continue with the handi-
craft making," he added. Each
dhuli family can produce 4/5
items a day, according to
sources.

"Once upon a tme, dhulis
were rewarded with handsome
amounts for their performances.
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has receded. We are mostly
neglected in the society. When
the puja approaches, we are
called. We are occasionally called
to perform at weddings as well.
But the remuneration is far from
adequate. A group of dhulis usu-
ally receive Tk 5000 to 7000 (each
group includes 7/8 dhulis) for a
performance,” Shambhusaid,

Rajkumar, son of a dhuli, now
works as a barber while Noba, son
of Shambhu, is working at a shoe
store. And this is how gradually a
traditional way oflife is coming to
anend.

"We often cannot afford to buy
a new dhol. A new dhol is worth
Tk 6000/7000. We have to make

do with our old dhols,” said Ajit
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Couturier Valentino shows softer side

In new film

Itallbeganin Rome in 2004,

That was when American journalist Matt
Iyrnauer first metValentino Garavani.

Tyrnauer was profiling the fashion designer
for U.S. magazine, Vanity Fair but admits he
‘'wasn't a fashion writer" and didn't know
what to expect.

But as he settled in with Valentino and
Glancarlo Giammetti, his business partner of
20 years, he became enchanted by their rela-
tionship -- the heart and soul of Valentino's
fashion success.

The idea of filming the spry Italian pair --
Valentino is 76, and Giammetti is five years his
junior -- struck him later on when he was
writing the article.

"I thought you know what, this could be a
movie and it wasn't the fashion element, it was
the relationship,” Tyrmauer told CNN at the
Venice Film Festival.

This was Tyrnauer's great discovery: Prior
to his Vanity Fair profile, little was known
about Valentino's relationship with
Gilammetti,

The friendship between Valentino, fussy
as royalty and a stickler for detail and the
shrewd and eternally patient Giammetti
dates back to 1960, a year after Valentino
opened his first fashion house in Rome,
[taly.

Soon after, Giammetti dropped out of uni-
versity to rescue Valentino's business from
bankruptcy. In 1962 Valentino made his inter-
national debut in Florence, Italy's fashion
capital atthe time.

"People sayValentino and Giancarlo are like
a marriage and I say it's bigger than a mar-
riage,"” says Tyrnauer, "I think it's friendship in
Its truest sense and that's the story I wanted to
tell.

"... And they happen to build an enormous
fashion empire and change fashion along the
way," he continues.

So, Tyrnauer floated the idea of capturing
everything in a documentary to the pair.
Valentino'sresponse: "...Isaywhynot."

Thrilled, Tyrnauer rushed to gather a cam-
eracrewand headed for Rome.

"Once | started I refused to stop no matter
what, because I thought if I stop I'll lose

happen,”" Tyrnauer remembers.

They filmed non-stop from June 2005 to
June 2007, ending up with a monumental 250
hours of raw footage.

The final product, a 90-minute cinéma
vérité film called "Valentino: The Last
Emperor”, premiered at the Venice Interna-
tional Film Festival earlier this year.

Itfollows the two friends through the last leg
of their splendid career in fashion, and also
chronicles the last days of an empire.

yachts.

Valentino is no stranger to film appearances
-- his most recent cameo was in “The Devil
Wears Prada” -- but Tyrnauer's film presented
a whole new level of stress: He and Giammetti
were constantly wired for sound and shad-
owed closely by the crew.

"You're with someone for two years with a
camera; it's hugely invasive and I think it took
enormous courage from Valentino and
Giancarlo to allow the cameras to live with

Valentino Garavani

It charts highs and lows, from Valentino's
tearful acceptance of the Legion d'honneur,
the highest decoration in France, in 2006, to
the period leading up to a hostile takeover of
the couturier's business and, ultimately,
‘fashion's last king" being removed from the
helm of the house he created nearly 50 years
ago.

And, in between, Valentino and Giammetti
bicker, test everyone's patience and load
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them for two years," says Tyrnauer.

Unexpectedly, Valentino himself took away
something from the experience.

"...I realise when I see the film that some-
times Iamalittle rude, " saysValentino.

As for Tyrnauer, he probably heaved a huge
sigh of relief at the outcome in Venice where
the film was given a 10-minute standing ova-
tion.
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