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US President George W Bush (R) meets with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in the Oval Office of the White
House on Thursday in Washington, DC. Bush told Singh he was “working hard" to push their stalled civilian nuclear

pactthrough the US Congress.

5 top militants among
1,000 killed in Pakistan

AFP, Tang Khata

Pakistan said yesterday that troops
have killed 1,000 Islamist militants

militants, " said Tariq Khan, inspec-
tor general of the paramilitary
Frontier Corps, adding that 27
soldiers had also been killed in the

tants since former military ruler
Pervez Musharraf joined the US-led
"waronterror” in 2001,

The operation came in response

Suicide bomber
kills 5 in
Afghanistan

AP, Arp, Kabul

A police chief says a sulcide
bomber has killed five people, and
wounded seven others in eastern
Afghanistan,

Khost province's police chief,
Abdul Qayum Bakizoy, says the
bomber targeted a militia com-
mander working for the US forces
in the province,

Bakizoy says the commander
was wounded in the Friday blast.
Five people, including two intelli-
gence agents, were killed.

The NDS is Afghanistan's intel-
ligence agency. However, Baqizoi
said he believed the target of the
attack may have been a shopkeeper
who had once commanded a mili-
tia that had worked with US troops
in the area.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility for the attack but
the extremist Taliban militia, which
launched an insurgency after being
removed from government in 2001,
has been behind a wave of suicide
blasts.

on rebel capital

AFP, Colombo

Fighting between Sri Lankan troops
and Tamil Tiger rebels on the out-
skirts of the rebel capital
Kilinochchi has left at least 24 guer-
rillas and two soldiers dead, the
defence ministry said yesterday.

The government wants to cap-
ture the northern town and deal
what it says would be a major mili-
tary and psychological blow to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LI'TE) rebels.

Thursday's fighting in
Kilinochchi left at least 24 Tamil
Tiger soldiers dead, with two killed
on the government side, the minis-
try said in a statement.

Troops also killed nine rebels in
separate attacks along the northern
front of Vavuniya and Weli Oya on

35 killed in fighting

Thursday, the military said.

"The LITE (is) facing grim
defeats against the onslaught of the
valiantsoldiers,"” the ministry said.

There was no immediate LTTE
comment.

Sri Lanka army chief Licutenant
General Sarath Fonseka said
Thursday thathis men had advanced
to within four kilometres (2.5 miles)
of Kilinochchi, and he described
Tamil Tiger leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran as "acaged animal.”

"Our military campaign won't
stop until we liberate our mother-
land from the LTTE," Fonseka
added.

The army chief did not say when
he expected Kilinochchi to fall. But
he suggested a fresh offensive would
begininthe comingdays.

According to ministry figures,

the Tamil Tigers have lost 6,911
fighters since January. Military
authorities say 675 soldiers have
also died during the same period.

Casualty figures are difficult to
verify since independent journalists
are barred from travelling to the
frontlines.

Kilinochchi, the political capital
of the LTTE's northern mini-state, is
where the rebels have hosted visit-
ing foreign dignitaries and peace
brokers. They maintain their police
headquarters, courts and own bank
there.

The rebels have been fighting for
an independent homeland for the
Tamnil minority since 1972. Tens of
thousands of people have died in
the conflict.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka govern-
ment troops are wary of any "collat-

@he Daily Star I
Lankan troops close in

eral” damage as they move closer to
dismantling the Tamil Tigers' de
facto state, Foreign Minister
Rohitha Bogollagama told AFP at
the UN Thursday.

“We are trying to defeat terrorism
and to that extent, whatever
engagement is confined,” said
Bogollagama, speaking at the side-
lines of the UN General Assemnbly.

“That's why we are very con-
scious of the collateral and the
humanitarian aspect,”
Bogollagama said. "And we are
confident that we will succeed in
defeating terrorism.”

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) rebels have been
fighting for an independent home-
land for the Tamil minority since
1972. Tens of thousands have died
in the conflict.

Mumbai a target for
attacks as festive
season nears

AFP, Mumbai

Five people being held in connec-

The Times of India quoted an
unnamed senior police officer as
saying one of the targets was a

SC refuses to stay
circulation of

Nanavati report
on Godhra

PT1, New Delhi

The Supreme Court today refused
to stay the circulation of Justice GT
Nanavati report relating to the
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