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Close loopholes in RTT ordn [

Speakers tell seminar on right to know

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Speakers at a seminar yesterday
called on all to extend cooperation in
implementing the Right to
Information (RT1) Ordinance 2008
for the greater benefit of the country-
men.

Welcoming the council of advis-
ers' approval to the much-awaited

which will be abserved worldwide on
September 28,

The right to information is a
constitutional right backed by the
UN and the approval of RTI
Ordinance is a step towards realising
this right, said Mahbubul Alam, a
former information adviser who
attended the programme as the chief

guest.

demanded that a provision protect-
ing the whistleblowers be included in
the RT1 law

AK Mohammad Hossain, joint
secretary of the law ministry, said the
RTT legislation should have nine
guiding principles including muaxi
mum disclosure of information,
obligation to publish information,
open governance, restricting the
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One shot, robbed
of Tk 10,000

STAFF CORRFSPONDENT

:"v’f'fjifj{r’l'*; shot an l*:r.p]twrp ok
'rT.HHl'rli;rf:hflf‘ distnibutor telore
snatching Tk 10,000 from hin
Maghbazar in the city yesterday
Sources sald the victim
Mohammadd Milom. 25

money from llexiload retall outlets in
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the area at about 1 :00p when a gang
of three mugeers (Ned 1o snatch & Dag
frorm him
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ordinance, they said there are several Pointing out that thvn- dre many f‘!tjt:l'lptit‘ibl!f lllilt.i:r::'lfﬁ,1 fml:::::::::g I Wond e e I
loopholes in the proposed ordi- loopholes 1n the proposed ordi- accesstoin uIT‘Ir‘.I-:'l] nandp K | S g e EREERCS SV P
nance. which need to be closed in  nance, he said the ordinance covers the whmirl'ﬂw: rs. T e e
order to ensure maximum disclosure  up to upazila level, not up to union Dr _I[tvkh.uu?.ffutn.u1. exe tilllltht" B ghmom e i £
ofinformation. parishad level, | director ol Ir.maE.nLn Cy | g Ly € pel
Newly floated Right to "We will bring these points to lhg International Bangladesh, moder- e b e
’ Information Forum organised the attention of the elected government, z:vd ll}t.‘ .-i:min;]r Pn-altimi nT;IRIﬁ Dr Iftekharuzzaman speaks at a seminar titled ‘Right to Information: Why at this moment?’ at Brac Centre Inn in the city yesterday. On his right are Mahbubu! | police could s rryh t}
- seminar titled 'Right to Information: he said, urging all to continue Idw Shaheen Anam, ! u_n'u rmr‘ q Alam. Shaheen Anam. Prof NazrulIslam. AK Mohammad Hossain and Barrister Tanjib-ul Alam and on his left is Prof Asif Nazrul RS ' .
Why at this moment?' at Brac Centre  movement for the righttoinformation Forum and executive director ol '
Inn in the city to mark the Terming the right to know the  Manusher Jonno Foundation which |
International Right to Know Day, mother of all rights, the speakers  has been working for the enactment
S i Eaimiindily WA —— e~ Of UG KX A0ER
® ° ° “All of our efforts should now be
aimed at proper implementation of ’d
Mls approprlatlon the RTI ordinance so that general i
people benefit from it," Shaheen P
» Anam said and hoped that the nex J&"
‘ } d t elected government will endorse the
Of GF rlce’ a es legislation in parliament.
After the ordinance is imple E
UNB, Keraniganj cardholders. Scores of poor villagers | mented, corruption will decline \
—_— : including Salam of Aganagar, | gradually and the transparency and
Misappropriation of rice and dates Rahman of Ruhitpur and Mofiz of | jccountability will help brighten the
by UP members and chairmen was  Kalindi unions claimed they were | country’simage,she said.
alleged in 12 unions of Keraniganj deprived of the allotted 1'“—1‘_4"“”1“*"* In his keynote paper, Barrister :
upazila including Aganagar, Kalindi by the UP membersand chairman. Tanjib-ul Alam said there are provi- |
and Shuvadda unions. Mohammad Hossain, chairman | sions in most existing laws, which
Locals said 1,500 VGF cards were  of Aganagar union, dismissed the | support the right to information, but
disbursed in each union where allegation. He said dates were dis- | these provisionsare notbeingused.
every cardholder entitled to 15kg tributed to local madrasas as Prof Asif Nazrul, Prof Nazrul
rice per month and two and half directed b\l’ the ﬂlllhﬂl’if}" The rice Islam. chairman ﬂ[[]myt-r};_.“-(',m"[g
grams of datesduringthe Ramadan.  was given in sealed packet, which | Commission, and Badiul Alam
But most of them were given 10kg  was not weighed. It may be less or | Majumnder of Shushashoner Jonney
rice and no dates, alleged the morethan 15kg hesaid. Nagorik also spoke at the seminar e T e ape— gt
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Get a simply wireless internet experience with Zoom™ USB modem

Laptop Desktop

e R .

« Seylish

- Handy & portable

« Easy to instadi

« Laptep & Deskiop compatibie

Near or far, indoors or outdoors and even on the move, high-speed wireless internet service connects you wherever you are.

« One year warranty
Helpline: 121, 011 99 121 121 (from any phore) -
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