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BGMEA eyes
$25b exports

by 2013

Links enhancement of the volume to political stability
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Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) yester-
day promised to shoot up the
country's exports to $25 billion
by 2013 provided the coming
elected government and all
concerned could maintain
political stability and ensure
nghteconomic policies.

Their commitmentcame at
an iftar party at a city local
hotel, which was attended by
policymakers and policy
movers, foreign diplomats,
bureaucrats, civil society
members, researchers and
economists.

“As industry leaders, we can
promise and attain this mile-
stone (of exports),” BGMEA
President Anwar-Ul-Alam
Chowdhury Parvez said.

He expressed gratitude to
the caretaker government for
its role in ensuring 525 days
free of hartals to operate the
USS$ 10.7billion industry
smoothly.

“It's our earnest belief that
other activities such as the
Regulatory Reforms
Commission, anti-corruption
dnve, and an independent elec-
tion commission will only help
drive the country forward in the
rightdirection,” Parvez said.

He stressed the need for
synergising the public-
private initiative to improve
the country's image, develop
human resources and
improve infrastructure like
gas, electricity, highways and
economic zones by encourag-
ing private investors with
right policy supports.

The BGMEA president said

only 5 percent of the industry
of around 4,000 factories,
which fail to pay workers'
wages and other social benefits
regularly, were dictating the
image of the entire industry.

He, however, recognized
that everything was not going
well in the industry and there
were numerous areas that
deserve improvement.

“But, we cannot do so with-
out the help of the people who
really count,” he said, seeking
support of the policy movers
attended the party.

“What we can do without,
however, is the help of the
destructive elements that are
taking us all for a ride; and
without the bad publicity that
is shaping the public opinion
against the industry and its
entrepreneurs,” said the
BGMEA president.
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Grameenphone CEO Anders Jensen and BPO DG Mobasherur Rahman exchange documents after sign-

ing a deal in Dhaka yesterday. Under the deal, the largest cell phone operator will provide 24,000 SIM

cards, having the benefit of Flexiload and public phone, for the postmen enabling them to offer

recharge, local and overseas calling services to the people in remote areas. (Story on B1)
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Aftab Mahmud Khurshid

City Bank
official
honoured

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Aftab Mahmud Khurshid, vice-
president (marketing and
brand communications) of
City Bank, has recently been
nominated as international
advisory council member of
Asia Brand Congress 2008 from
Bangladesh.

The Asia Brand Congress is
represented by 60 countries
from across the world. The
congress is governed by an
advisory council that guides
the strategic intent of the event
and leadsitto its success.

Aftab has worked in differ-
ent capacities in wide spec-
trum of marketing and brand-
Ing arena, according to a recent
press statement.

He has received global
‘brand leadership award' at
Asia Brand Summit 2007 and is
also recipient of certificate of
excellence in marketing com-
munications from Siemens
Germany. He is now the chair-
person of Marketing
Commission of JCI
Bangladesh.

Top eurozone

economies on
brink of

recession
AFP, Frankfurt

Germany, France and Italy, the
leading eurozone economies,
appear on the brink of reces-
sion after business confidence
surveys hit multi-year lows
amid the global financial crisis,
analysts said.

The prevailing gloom in the
three countries included signs
that even worse might lie
ahead, raising pressure on the
European Central Bank (ECB)
to lower its key interest rate,
theyadded.

Business confidence in
Germany, Europe's biggest
economy, dropped for a fourth
straight month in Septemberto
its lowest level since May 2005,
the Munich-based economic
research institute Ifo said on
Wednesday.

Its general climate index fell
to 92.9 points from 94.8 points
in August, with the key manu-
facturing sector's six-month
outlook the most gloomy since
during the recession 0f 1992-93.
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Parjatan’s bifurcation on cards

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation will be bifurcated
in order to flourish the tourism
industry and attract more local
and foreign investors, accord-
ing to official sources.

They said the Council of
Advisers is likely to approve
next month a tourism-friendly
policy that will open up a new
horizon for the industry.

As per the plan, the corpora-
tion will be split into
Bangladesh Tourism Board and
Bangladesh Tourism
Department. To this end, a
draft of Bangladesh Parjatan
Ordinance 2008 has been sent

to the Civil Aviation and
Tourism Ministry for its
approval,

Special Assistant to the Chief
Adviser for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Mahbub Jamil said the
government has been working
to move the industry ahead on
the basis of public-private
partnership.

According to the proposed
ordinance, Parjatan's
Chairman Shafique Alam
Mehdi said, the National
Tourism Board will be an
autonomous body. [t will have
the power to take any deci-
sion and implement it, he
added.

1o ensure private partner-

ship, Mehdi said five directors,
out of 10, will come from the
private sector.

He said an exclusive tourist
zone would be set up like the
export processing zone (EPZ)
under the new policy.

Mehdi said proper arrange-
ments for entertaining the
tourists will be ensured in line
with local traditional and cul-
tural values. Besides, the
authorities are considering
introduction of tourist police
to ensure security of the tour-
Ists.

The sources said
Bangladesh Parjatan
Department will work as a
regulatorybody.

Skilled people in hospitality
sector to boost economy

Discussion told

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh can expedite its
GDP growth and alleviate
poverty by training people in
hospitality and catering ser-
vices, as there is a huge global
demand for skilled human
resources in this sector, speak-

{ ers observed at a discussion in

Dhaka yesterday.

They also identified lack of
training facilities and govern-
ment reluctance as the two
major hurdles to flourishing
the sector.

The Refugee and Migratory
Movement Research Unit of
Dhaka University organised
the discussion.

“Starwood that runs Hotel
Sheraton in Dhaka has a plan
to build 150 five-star hotels in
India and China in next three
years. The plan indicates how
much demand for the people

trained in the sector will be
created in near future,” said
Ghulam Mustafa, president of
Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting
Agencies,

Mustafa also urged the
individuals trained in hospi-
tality and catering services to
seek jobs abroad so they can
get a global outlook and earn
remittance.

“When you earn money
staying in your country, you
help yourself and your family.
But when you send dollars
from abroad, you help your
country by increasing its for-
elgn currency reserve,” he
added.

Margaret Appiah of
University Ghana, in her key-
note presentation, said coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, the UK,
Malaysia, Bahrain, Qatar,

Singapore, Oman and Kuwait
are emerging as leading coun-
tries that will need skilled
human resources in their
hospitality industry.

The hospitality industry in
the UK will require 1 lakh
skilled people by 2012 to keep
pace with the sector's pro-
jected growth, she said.

Akku Chowdhury, executive
director of Transcom Foods
Ltd, said many bright young
men and women are now
coming to the hospitality
industry. He also urged the
government to develop the
sector.

Government reluctance has
hindered the growth of hospi-
tality industry, CR Abrar of
Dhaka University said, adding
that the government should
provide budgetary allocation
todevelop the sector.
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MANAGING DIRECTOR

BASIC BANK |
Participants of a two-day

training programme “Preven-
tion of Fraud/Forgeries in

Banks” organised by the train-
ing cell of BASIC Bank for its

officers, are seen in Dhaka at |

its concluding session

recently. Md Abdul Jabber,

general manager of the bank,
distributed the certificates
among the course participants.
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2 3 T 4s T g e T1e (59-%) | 04.1 Procuring Method Open Tender
w4 erdw feem(a) wen.y &2 WA ameT (ded e ¥0,000/- : 05. 1 Budget & Source of Funds Own Finance

s 7fs Tfwen == gl v B 06. ] Tender Last Selling Date 27 October 2008
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2) Naval Store Sub Depot Dhaka Naval
eadquarters Complex, Banani, Dhaka 1213,

b. Receiving Tender Document

Khulna Shipyard Ltd, Khulna

C. Opening Tender Document

1) Khulna Shipyard Ltd, Khulna

(2) Tenderers and their  authorized
| jepresentatives are allowed to attend,
' | 10. | Price of Tender Document Tk. 300.00 (Tk. Three hundred only)
| R {Hm-rdmldahlej

11. ) Contact Details of OMclal

Tel : D41-813975/720003,
Fax : BB0-41-720404,

E-mall: ksynet desian@yahoo.com
Web: www ksybn.com

12. | Special Instructions

Theﬁmﬂminutymmmhtm
reject all or any Tender prior to acceptance
wmm:qmmm,

GD-4385

Managing Director
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International

CNG Enibition 2008

IBANGLADESHE

22 - 24th November '08 |

| Bangladesh-China Friendship
| Conference Center,
! Dhaka, Bangladesh

-

Co-Sponsor

A, i
iNc3ACO S
\\ CNAVANA SRes

| House No. # 12/A (3rd Floor), |
| Road No.# 08,Gulshan-1, |
Dhaka- 1212.

info@icngvevents.com

01922121618 |
02-8852281 :

\Www.icngvevents.com|
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United
Airways goes
international

STAR BUSINESS DESK

The first international flight of
United Airways Bangladesh
Ltd, a leading private sector
airline founded by non-
resident Bangladeshis, took off
yesterday from the Zia
International Airport in Dhaka

on its way to Kolkata, says a

pressrelease,

Chairman and Managing
Director of United Airways
Bangladesh Ltd Captain

Tasbirul Ahmed Choudhury

formally inaugurated the air-

line's international operation.

Directors, and other senior
officials of the company were
also presenton the occasion.

The airline will initially oper-
ate one flight everyday on
Dhaka-Kolkata route. The
company has plans to expend
its operations to other regions
of India such as Mumbai,
Chennai, and Guwahati.

On July 10, 2007, United

Airways first took to the skies
with the slogan “Fly Your Own

Airline”,

Asian stocks

mostly up

AFP, Hong Kong

Aslan stocks closed mostly up

on Wednesday after a massive
Investment by Warren Buffett
in Wall Street bank Goldman

Sachs offset concern about the

700-billion-dollar US financial
rescue plan.

However, US lawmakers

| said the plan needed to be
changed before it could be

passed through Congress,
leaving many investors con-
cerned, dealers said.

Japan's Nikkei reversed
early losses to close up 0.20
percent, on a day when the
government pumped another
1.5 trillion yen (14.2 billion
dollars) into the market, the

| sixth straight business day it

has flooded the bourse with
money. ]

Traders were also buoyed on
moves by two Japanese banks
to buy stakes in Wall Street
giants.

Australia picked up 1.2 per-
cent and Hong Kong shares
rose 0.47 percent, while
Shanghai bounced back from
early losses to record a 0.70
percent rise and Seoul added
one percent. Singapore stayed
flat. Taiwan closed down 0.8
percent.
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Ministry of Defence

Tender Notice

Web: www.dgdp.gov.bd
E-mail: info@dgdp.gov.bd

) fence Purchase
4 '?J New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

de manufacturer/dealer/suppliers (enlisted firms with OGDP)

for supply of the following item for Bangladesh Navy:
Ser | Name of item Date of selling Dale of opening | Tender No
From To
a. MS Plate Various Size 29-09-2008 09-11-2008 10-11-2008 9060/NP-11
(Qty: 03 L/1) 1st Time in F/C

present).
ISPR/Mis¢/08/2505
GD-4347

2. Tender schedule with detailed specification/condition will be available on payment as per invitation of tender selling
rate (nnn-reiundab[e) during office hours between 0800 hours to 1300 hours. The tender can be dropped latest by
1000 hours and will be opened at 1005 hours on the specified date of opening in presence of the participants (if
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For Director General
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