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DSC to be
Pak home

CRICINFO, undated

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has signed a three-year contract
worth 9 million dollars with Dubai
Sports City (DSC), which will serve
as the home venue for Pakistan's
future cricketing commitments
after touring teams raised security
concerns over travelling to Pakistan.

“Under the recently-signed
contract, the Pakistan team will
play different events at the offshore
venue for three years after the
completion of Dubai Cricket
Stadium next year,” said Shafqat
Nagmi, the PCB's chief operating
officer, while announcing the deal
atanews conference.

Naghmi said the stadium 1s
likely to be completed in February
2009 and will host a tri-series
involving Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh in April. For the next
two years, the team will be partici-
pating in Twenty20 events.
According to a senior PCB official,
Pakjstan will play four Twenty20
matches in that period with the
board expected to rake in 3 million
dollars per match for the three-year
assignment.

The PCB has already suffered
heavy financial losses this year with
the postponement of the
Champions Trophy and Australia’s
refusal to tour Pakistan for a Test
series earlierin March-Apnl this year.

Concerns also loomed over the
lack of international cricket being
played, with only a quadrangular
tournament in Toronto involving
hosts Canada, Bangladesh and the
West Indies scheduled for October,
ahead of the home series against
[ndia in January 2009.

"It is a lucrative contract which
will help in overcoming the loss after
postponement of Champions
Trophy, " said Naghmi. "Through this
deal we will be generating enough
funds besides having a definite
programme of our team's participa-
tion in international cricket”.

He signed the contract subject
to the approval of the incoming
chairman of the PCB, the position
which remains vacant following
the resignation of Nasim Ashraf.

Gomez back
in form

f\}:P. Berlin

After the nightmare of his Euro
2008 flop, Germany striker Mario
Gomez is enjoying his return to
form with seven goals in seven
games for VIB Stuttgart ahead of
next month'sWorld Cup qualifiers.

The 23-year-old scored 28 goals |

in 32 games for his club last season
only to end up being dropped from
the Germany team during die
Mannschaft's journey to the Euro
2008 final, but has rediscovered his
form this season.

Having created a goal and
scored one himselfin last Sunday's

3-1 Bundesliga win over Karlsruhe, |

Gomez is hoping to force his way
back into the Germany team for
October's World Cup qualifiers
against Russia and Wales.

"That goal (against Karlsruhe)
was for everyone who has tried to
talk me into believing I was suffer-
ing a crisis,” said Gomez, who has
also scored sixgoals for Germany in
17 appearances.

With Germany playing Russia in
Dortmund on October 11 and
Wales four days later 1n
Moenchengladbach, Gomez is
hoping to feature in coach Joachim
Loew's plans ahead of Bayern
Munich strikers MiroslavKlose and
Lukas Podolski.

Having started all three group
games for Germany at Euro 2008,
Gomez was dropped for the quar-
ter and semifinals, before coming
off the bench with 11 minutes left
of the final inVienna as Spain went
ontoclaimal-Owin.

Gomez admits he started to
doubt himself as the tournament
progressed, but says it was all
"good life experience”.

“What happened to me actually
did me some good, since then
things have picked up and it helps
to have something negative to
compareitto.

Bradman bat

FROM PAGE 17
Auctions told national news
agencyAAP.

Bradman, who died in 2001
aged 92, is Australia's greatest
sporting legend and maintains an
unbeaten Test batting average of
99.94 some 60 years after his last
match.

The batsold at auction was used
on Bradman's Test debut, during
which he scored just 18 and 1 as
Australia were thrashed by
England. The English won the
series4-1.

Bradman, who was dropped
after the match, donated the bat to
a competition run by a Sydney
newspaper to help raise funds for a
children’s hospital.
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India captaincy. Like Anil (Kumble)
did when retiring from ODls,” Shah
told PTI.

There's been a big debate
among cricket fans about the
future of the fab-four batsmen
(Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid,
Sourav Ganguly and VV5 Laxman)
as well as Test captain Anil Kumble
following the poor display by them
in the last Test series in Sri Lanka,
which India losttothe hosts.
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ICC to regulate
120: Lorgat

ﬁi‘_CrickgL

CRICINFO, undared

Haroon Lorgat, the International
Cricket Council's (ICC) chief exec-
utive, says that cricket’s governing
body will not sacrifice bilateral
cricket for Twenty20 leagues and
try to regulate the latest format to
ensure that.

"All these tournaments are
springing up and what we are
trying to do is regulate them in a
more effective way, " Lorgat told the
Guardian. "A private businessman
might have different ambitions but
we have to protect the game of
cricket.

"Twenty20 is an opportunity that
people have spotted they can take
advantage of, but that doesn't
detract from what has been agreed
by all members that we will not
sacrifice nation-v-nation cricket.
Everyone recognises its importance.
People are notdisregardingit.”

There has been plenty of criti-

cism of the growing importance put
on Twenty20 cricket, a lucrative
proposition across the globe. Most
of it has centred around the Indian
Premier League's (IPL) second
edition, provisionally scheduled for
April-May 2009, which clashes with
Sri Lanka's tour of England and its
third season, which will clash with
Bangladesh's tour of England.

"Out of a difficult situation can
come alotof good," Lorgat said. "If
there wasn'tan interest in the sport
there wouldn't be so many chal-
lenges. | would rather come into a
scenario where things are moving
at great speed, with new forms of
cricketand anewaudience.”

The first edition of the IPL,
devised by Board of Control for
Cricket in India vice-president Lalit
Modi, was a huge success and the
inaugural Champions League --
backed by the Indian board -- will
be held in India from December 3-
10, where two teams each from
India, Australia and South Africa,
and Middlesex and Pakistan's
Twenty20 championwill compete.
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PHOTO: AFP

Australia fast bowler Brett Lee (2nd R) jogs along with Shane Watson (L), skipper Ricky Ponting and Michael Hussey (R) ahead of a training session in Jaipur

onWednesday.

Bayliss wishes
Krejza well

CRICINFO, undated

Jason Krejza, Australia's uncap

off-spinner, has won an endo?:
ment from his former mentor, the
Sri Lanka coach Trevor Ba

ahead of the India Test series
Bayliss coached Krejza at New
South Wales and he believes hig
propensity to turn the ball sharply

could make him a dangerous

weapon inIndia.

"He's a big spinner of the
and that could be an advantage*
Bayliss told the Age. "If he does
play, he could be a bit like
Harbhajan [Singh]. He could bowl
some big-turning, bouncing balls
that can be difficultto play.”

Krejza's selection in the 15-man
squad was a surprise and he is ng
certainty to play a Test on the tour
An attacking bowler who likes
flighting the ball, Krejza moved to
Tasmania during the 2006-07
season to further his prospects.

Bayliss said during their time
together at New South Wales, Krejza
had been working on a delivery that
was not unlike Ajantha Mendis'
carromn ball. Bayliss oversaw the
recent Test series in Sri Lanka where
his side beat India 2-1 and Mendis
was named Player of the Series for
his 26 wickets.

Tahir renews Hants deal

[?_’il Cricket

AFP, London

Pakistani leg-spinner Imran Tahir
has signed a new contract with
Hampshire which will keep him
with the southern English county
for another two years, it was
announced Wednesday:.

Tahir has had a dramatic effecton
Hampshire's fortunes this season
since making his club debut in July,
helping transform the Rose Bowl-
based side from seeming certainties
for relegation to having an outside
shot at becoming county champions
forthe firstimein 35 years.

Before the final round of matches,
which started on Wednesday, Tahir
had taken 36 wickets In SIX
Championship fixtures at a meagre
average of justover 17 apiece.

It looked as if he would miss the
last match of the season, away to
Nottinghamshire, the First
Division leaders, when he was
recalled for pre-season training by
the Titans before the South African

franchise relented and allowed him
to playatTrent Bridge.

"This is fantastic news for
Hampshire cricketand all ourmem-
bers and supporters,” Hampshire
chairman Rod Bransgrove said.

"Immy' has made a massive
contribution to Hampshire cricket
since his arrival in July and he has
become a real favourite both in the
dressing room and with our mem-
bers and spectators.

"l am extremely pleased that he
has chosen to commit himself to
Hampshire for the next two sea-
sons - and I am sure that he will
continue to be one of the most
potent and successful spinners on
the county circuit.”

Tahir, 29, added: "I am very
grateful to Hampshire for giving
me the opportunity to continue to
play for this amazing club."

News that Tahir would be staying
with Hampshire came on the same
day the county revealed that
England Under-19 all-rounder Liam
Dawson would be staying at the
Rose Bowl for a further three years.

Dawson has enjoyed a fine first
full county season, with the 18-year-

old left-arm spinner and middle-
order batsman nominated for the
Cricket Writers' Young Cricketer of
the Year award, won this month by
England's Ravi Bopara.

"I'm delighted to have signed a
new three-year contract with
Hampshire," said Dawson, who
effectively counts as a homegrown
product after being born and
brought-up in the neighbouring
county of Wiltshire, which does not
have a first-class cricket team.

"The club have shown a lot of
faithin me and [ hope to repay with
good performances.”

Acting team manager Giles
White added: "The long-term deal
Liam has been offered reflects how
highlyheisregarded.

"We see him playing a big partin
Hampshire cricket's future. [ can't
think of a more exciting young
prospectinthe country.”

Hampshire's Tahir-inspired
push for the title has come in their
first season since former captain
and Australia leg-spin great Shane
Warne left the county after retiring
from first-class cricket.

Jankovic on course

KA Tennis

Coke U T R TR T N L Tl

AFP, Beijing

World number two Jelena Jankovic
continued her bid for the top
women's ranking with an opening
win in the China Open Wednesday
as local favourite ZhengJie restored
wounded local pride.

Top seed Jankovic will play
Daniela Hantuchova in the
quarterfinals in Beijing after beat-
ing Canada's Aleksandra Wozniak
6-3,7-5on arain-interrupted day.

A tournament win here for
Jankovic, who had a brief spell as
world number one in August,
would take her to within a handful
of points of Serena Williams at the
top ofthewomen's game.

The Serbian was pushed hard by
her powerful opponent in a hard-
fought second set but eventually
prevailed.

[n a see-saw match earlier in the
evening Hantuchova, the Slovakian
seventh seed, beat Tamarine
Tanasugarnb-1, 0-6,7-5.

The world number 13 looked set
foraroutine victory after taking the
first set easily but her Thai oppo-
nent came back strongly.

"The conditions were extremely
difficult and the balls were so heavy
it was difficult to put any winners
past her because she was moving

sowell," said Hantuchova.

"I've never played in this cold.
There was fog coming out of my
mouth. I thought maybe I should
go skiing instead of playing tennis,"
she added.

Play was suspended until mid-
afternoon due to steady rain, but
when the action got underway,
China's Zheng completed a com-
fortable 6-2, 6-3 win over Agnieszka
Radwanska.

Her win came after four players
from the host nation crashed out of
the women's draw Tuesday, includ-
ing the country's top player Li Na.

Wimbledon semi-finalist Zheng
said her first round victory over the
10th-ranked Pole would be aboost.

"To beat a top-ten player I think
will give me more confidence and I
hope I will end the year with a
higher ranking," added Zheng, who
reached a career-high of number
271n2006.

In other first round results
Wednesday, men's fifth seed
Fernando Verdasco eased through
against Bobby Reynolds 6-3, 6-3
and US eighth seed Sam Querrey
survived a scare, battling back
against compatriot Jesse Levine to
win 1-6, 6-2, 7-6.

Jankovic and fellow Serb Ana
[vanovic are the top two seeds at
the 600,000-dollar China Open,
with both chasing the women's
number one spot.

In the men's 524,000-dollar
tournament, 2007 champion and
Olympic silver medallist Fernando
Gonzalez, who starts his defence
Thursday, will face a tough battle to
retain his title in Beijing, with top
seeds David Ferrer and Andy
Roddickin the hunt.

Indo-Aussie

FROM PAGE 17
ADEQUATE SECURITY

The government on Wednesday
said that adequate security mea-
sures had been put in place for the
visiting Australian cricket team.

"Every time a foreign cricket
team visits India, appropriate
security arrangements are made.
This time also concerned authori-
ties will make all necessary
arrangements.

"If there is any particular
request anywhere, that also will be
looked into and taken care of,"
home ministry spokesman Onkar
Kediasaid in astatement.

The Australian cricket team
arrived in the country on Monday
and will be playing four Tests at
Bangalore, Mohali, Delhi and
Nagpur. The first match will begin
on October nine,

Besides this, the visiting team
would play practice matches at
Jaipur and Hyderabad.
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Age-group cricketers flocked to the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday for their medical clearance be‘fore the
season starts. They crowded near the Bangladesh dressing room for a glimpse of their heroes. Opener Tamim Igbal

signs afew autographs for them, .

SLC clears
the ICL air

CRICINFO, undated

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has on
Wednesday revised its stance on
Indian Cricket League (ICL) crick-
eters playing domestic cricket
after a meeting with Sports
Minister Gamini Lokuge.

The board clarified that the
approval, given by the interim
committee, to ICL players last
week to play domestic matches
was limited to the "upcoming
Premier League Cricket
Tournament 2008 only”,

"All ICL contracted cricketers
will not be permitted to represent
teams at district, provincial and
international level,” SLC said in a
statement.

On September 19, in an unex-
pected move, the SLC allowed five
cricketers and an umpire, who had
signed up for the unauthorised ICL
in 2007, to take part in domestic
cricket. Marvan Atapattu, the
former Sri Lanka captain, Russel
Arnold, Upul Chandana, Avishka
Gunawardene, Saman Jayantha
and umpire Ranmore Martinesz
were the players who benefited
from the decision.

However, at the meeting,
Lokuge stressed the importance of
working together with the Indian
board, which has had a close rela-
tionship with the SLC for a long
time. The BCCI had expressed its
disappointment at the news of
lifitng of the ban on the ICL play-
ers.
Lokuge also requested SLC's
interim committee to negotiate
with the England board so that Sri
Lanka's IPL players can take partin
the Twenty20 league next year. The
tour, as of now, clashes with the IPL
and Lokuge asked the committee
to work out alternative dates and
proceed with the tour. He is also
yet to ratify Sri Lanka's Twenty20
squad for the Canada Cup Four
Nation 20/20 in Ontario from
October10to 13.

Ash gives

FROM PAGE 17
leftout of the national team.

"Even if I lose the captaincy or
get dropped, I would not consider
ICL because I want to play Tests
and ODIs. Nothing is more impor-
tant to me than representing the
country.

"If I'm dropped for bad form, I
know thatI can bounce back even if
it takes two years because | have
age onmy side," opined Ashraful.

He added that he only heard of
the whole ICL fiasco when he was
in England, where he went on a
vacation (after returning from
Australia) and did a couple of char-
ity fund-raisers for Sidr victims.

He viewed that it is the ICL-
bound players who were the bigger
losers, as they had to give up their
chance to play for Bangladesh.

"The players joining the ICL
have lost more because they can't
play international or first-class
cricket and there will be others to
fillin the gap.

"We lost fourteen out of roughly
160 first-class players. Itis true that
we will miss their experience to a
certain extent because they had
played top level cricket for a num-
ber of years but the newer guys will
gain experience the same way,’
added Ashraful.

Asif awaits

FROM PAGE 17
badly in the last few months and

once I return I will make sure that
no untoward incident happens
again," he said.

The IPL tribunal will study the
issue and take a decision in accor-
dance with the International
Cricket Council'santi-doping code.

Asif has played 11 Tests and 31
one-day matches for Pakistan since
making his debut in Australia in
early 2005,

Armstrong set for Astana

INTERNET, undated

Armstrong will announce his plans
to sign with Johan Bruyneel's team
later on Wednesday, Kazakh offi-
cials confirmed.

"Armstrong will announce his
decision to join our team at a news
conference,” federation deputy
president Nikolai Proskurin told
AFP."This caseis asealed one.

"I believe Armstrong will
become a new sporting brand for
Kazakhstan. He's a great sports-
man and courageous man and he
will exemplify Kazakhstan's rising
talents in the best possible way.”

The 37-year-old Armstrong quit
professional racing after winning
his record seventh successive Tour
in 2005, but announced his come-
back earlier this month.

Astana were banned from this
year's Tour de France, along with
2007 Tour champion Alberto
Contador, because of doping con-
troversies stemming from last
year'srace.

Contador, who won the Tour
with Armstrong's former Discovery
Channel team before signing with
Astana, has said that he could quit
over Armstrong's inclusion in the
team.

But Proskurin suggested that
Armstrong would share leadership
in the team with the Spaniard.

"Currently there's certain ten-
sion in the team but I hope we are
capable of keeping the situation
under control,” Proskurin said.
"Armstrong will not be the only star,
hewillbeoneofthe team's leaders."

Contador, the reigning Giro
D'ltalia champion, became the fifth
rider in history to win all three Grand
Tours when he completed victory in
theVuelta a Espanaon Sunday:.

Astana boss Bruyneel managed
Armstrong as director of the US
Postal and Discovery Channel
teams and is close friends with the
American.

Australian officials, meanwhile,
confirmed earlier reports that
Armstrong would begin his come-
backinAustralia.

The American was due to reveal
his plans at the same New York
news conference where he is to
announce his team intentions, but
South Australia state premier Mike
Rann beat him to it, announcing
Armstrong would make his return
at the 2009 Tour Down Under from
January 18-25.

"Last year we edged out the
toughest rivals, China, California
and Russia, to be the first place
outside Europe to host a ProTour
event,” Rann stated.

"We've now edged.out another
series of international rivals who
were all vying to host Lance's come-
backrace.”

He has already competed in two
long-distance mountain-bike races
in the United States but has not yet
rejoined the professional tour.

Armstrong, a survivor of
testicular cancer, said he was com-
ing out of retirement to raise aware-
ness about the disease that nearly
took his life, but was still targeting
an eighth win in the Tour De France.

The Tour Down Under, to be held
in and around the South Australian
capital Adelaide, rarely attracts the
top riders but is the first stop on the
professional circuit for 2009.

The only previous time
Armstrong competed in Australia
was at the Sydney 2000 Olympics,
where he won a bronze medal in
the time trial.

Tour Down Under race organisers
and local government officials are
hopmng to cash in on Armstrong's-
fame while agreeing to help him
Promote cancer awareness.

Rann said the Australian federal
government and local cancer
research organisations had been
heavily involved in the negotiations
to bring Armstrong to Adelaide in a
major coup for the city.
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Abahani back on track

FROM PAGE 17

inch-perfect cross near the six-yard
box where Emeka had no trouble to
nod home for his second goal.

Emeka soon fired a chance wide
from 20 yards while Touhid's hard
work went down the drains when
the visiting striker, having dodged
Nazrul inside the penalty area, shot
wide.

Abahani should have had a
penalty on the stroke of halftime but
referee Azad Rahman ignored a foul
by Dhiman, who tripped Ujjal who
wentdangerously close to goal.

The Sky-blues looked clueless to
the Mohammedan attacks after the
break and Biplab had to work over-
time to keep his side's two-goal lead.

Touhid once again fluffed a
sitter eight minutes after resump-
tion. This time, he had all the time
and space to keep the ball straight
butheaded wide of the far poston a
brilliant cross by Sharif.

Biplab then denied Anthony
Doe's scorching drive from 20
yards on the hour and the resulting
corner gave Raphael a chance to

reduce the arrears. But the Abahani
keeper held the otherwise off-
colour Guinean striker's drop-
headerontheline.

Two minutes later, Sujan made a
risky backpass and Raphael should
have done better than placing the
ball onto the defensive wall of Biplab.

Ujjal, who had earlier forced a
one-handed save by Mamun Khan,
set a chance for Abul in the 69th
minute but the midfielder's last
shot of the match was too wild.

Mohammedan kept the pres-
sure but Biplab once again left his
goal to foil Raphael's solo run four
minutes later.

Sujan left the ground with injury
minutes later and his replacement
Obaidur started as rightback as
Nazrul returned to the central
defence, keeping things tightin the
last 15 minutes.

"The first half was really good
but we had trouble in the second.
The defence looked shaky, giving
the opposition a lot of chances,”
said coach Amalesh adding that he
has yet to field his best side due to

injuries.

Amalesh informed that injuries
to Siraji, Pradeep and also to Sujan
have beenworrying.

“We have a long break and hope
that they will recover before our
nextmatch,” headded.

Chittagong Mohammedan
coach Nazrul Islam blamed the
fixture for their poor performance.

"It was our third game in eight
days and after our last match, we
did not get any time to ftrain.
During this period, we had to make
two strenuous journeys. Still the
boys created enough chances to
take at least one point,” the
Mohammedan coach said.

TEAMS

ABAHANI: Biplab, Nazrul, Sujan
(Obaidur), Yussif, Waly, Abul
(Zahed), Pranotosh, Emeka, Ujjal,
Ibrahim and Emily.

CTG MOHAMMEDAN: Mamun,
Sharif, Dhiman, Shawkat, Pradip,
Lincoln (Pavel), Daulat (Shafi),
Doe, Camara, Raphael and Touhid
(Chowmrin).
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