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AUG 21 ATTACK CASES
Charge-framing hearing
now on October 7

COURT CURRI;SPUNDLN“I
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A Dhaka court yutcnlw fixed
October 7 for hearing on charge
framing against the accused in two
cases filed in connection with the
grenade attacks on an Awami
League (AL) rally in the city on
August 21, 2004,

Responding to two separate
time petitions filed by the lawyers
for the defence and the prosecu-
tion, Judge Masdar Hossain of the
Dhaka Speedy Trial Tribunal-1
fixed the date.

Symbolic rail line
programme to
ensure healthcare
for poor children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Save the Children UK, Eminence
and The Editor jointly staged a
symbolic sit-in in front of the IDB
Bhaban in the city and submitted
memoranda to health adwiser,
director general of health direc-
torate and UN country represen-
tative, says a pressrelease.

A symbolic rail line
programme was also observed in
front of the IDB Bhaban at
11:30am. The symbolic rail line
was constructed with eight bogies
during the programme.

The railway track indicated
‘right way' and its eight bogies
were the symbols of eight millen-
nium development goals (MDGs).

Keeping ahead the UN General
Assembly, 15 countries of the
world are observing ‘Get on Track
to Save Children's Lives
programme with an aim to ensure
healthcare facilities for poor and
underprivileged children through
achieving the MDGs.

People from all walks of life
took part in the symbolic rail line
programme.

The rail line programme
_started in front of IDB Bhaban
and ended in front of the National
Press Club.

Help save life
of Saitul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students and
teachers of
mass commu-
nication and
journalism
department of
| Dhaka Uni-
{ versity have
urged all to
extend financial assistance for the
treatment of Saiful Samin, a fourth
year student who lost both of his
legs In a tragic train accident in
June.

The accident took place in
Tejgaon area in the city on June 20
when Saiful, who also works with
the Prothom Alo, went there to
collectinformation for his report.

He is now undergoing treatment
at the National Institute of
Traumatology and Orthopaedic
Rehabilitation. A huge amount of
money is needed for the treatment
of the meritorious students.

Chairman of the journalism
department Prof Sheikh Abdus
Salam has appealed to all to extend
ahelping hand.

The academic committee of the
department has opened a bank
account for the purpose.
Contributions can be sent to
Account No. 12100404968, Sonali
Bank, Dhaka University Branch.

CA to address
Bangladeshis

in US today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser (CA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed, who is now in the US to
join the UN General Assembly
(UNGA), will address the
Bangladeshi community in New
York this morning, reports News
World, aUS-based news agency.

Bangladesh Ambassador to
US M Humayun Kabir has initi-
ated the meeting of the commu-
nity with the CA. He will also
answer to various questions
there.

Meanwhile, chief adviser
joined the UNGA on Tuesday to
listen to the address of US
President George W Bush.

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury, Permanent
Representative of Bangladesh at
the UN Ismat Zahan and
Ambassador Humayun Kabir
also took part.
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The prosecution lawyers in their
petition stated that they had
recently sent a list of 18 lawyers to
the law ministry and also appealed
to the ministry to appoint them
(lawyers) for assisting the public
prosecutors in moving the cases.

They also appealed to the court
to defer the hearing on the charge
framing of the cases until they get a
response from the law ministry.

On the other hand, the defence
lawyers stated in their petition that
the proceedings of two cases filed
in connection with a same offence
could not run simultaneously.

The case filed for blasting gre-
nades at the AL rally on August 21,
2004 was transferred to the Dhaka
Speedy Trial Tribunal-1 on
September 21 for quick disposal.

Earlier, a murder case filed in
connection with the grenade
attacks was transferred to the same
tribunal for quick disposal.

After receiving the case docket,
the tribunal on September 21 fixed
September 24 (yesterday) for hear-
ing on charge framing against 22
people including Harkatul Jihad
(Huji) chief Mufti Abdul Hannan
and detained former deputy minis-
ter Abdus Salam Pintu.

Of the accused, Pintu, Muft
Hannan and his brother
Mohibullah alias Mafizur Rahman
alias Ovi and 10 others are now in
jail. They were produced before the
courtyesterday.

Pintu's brothers Maulana
Tajuddin and Maulana Liton,
Anisul Mursalin, Mahibul
Muttakin, Igbal, Maulana Abu
Bakar alias Selim Howlader,
Jahangir Alam Badar and Khalilur
Rahman have been absconding
since the filing of the cases.

Of the arrestees, Hannan, Bipul,
Ovi, Abu Sayeed, Bulbul, Arif
Hossain, Jahangir and Sabuj gave
confessional statements before the
court.

Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) Assistant
Superintendent Fazlul Kabir, also
the investigation officer (10) of the
cases, submitted the charge sheets
to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka, on June
11 this year, showing 412 people as
prosecution witnesses,

Twenty-three people were killed
and 200 others injured in the gre-
nade attacks on the AL rally on
Bangabandhu Avenue on August
21,2004,

'Ban beaching of
toxic ship in Ctg'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (Bela) yester-
day formed a human chain in front
of the Chittagong Press Club oppos-
ing the beaching of a toxic ship at a
Chittagong ship-breaking yard.

Speakers at the human chain
urged the authorities concerned
not to allow the beaching of MT
Enterprise blacklisted by
Greenpeace for scrapping in
Bangladesh.

They also_ danl)i}uded a’ban on |

the impomt of thé 50 wessels
blacklisted by the international
environmental organisation
Greenpeace for containing hazard-
ous substances.

The speakers also called for
restriction on child labour in this

sector and full implementation of
Basel convention to ensure the
rights of workers involved in ship-
breaking.

Human rights activists Jesmim
Sultana Paru, Prof Md Mohiuddin,
and Advocate Mahfuzul Islam
Chowdhury spoke at the rally
where Bela Coordinator Advocate
Anwarul Islam Chowdhury deliv-
ered the vote of thanks.

Mentionable, the shipping
ministry recently gave a nod to a
ship-breaker for scrapping MT

Enterprise ig;u;iqgits;blf}qtkgsﬁng |
lic health, |

by Greenpeace and public
concerns.

However, following a writ peti-
tion by Bela, the Supreme Court
issued a rule nishi on the authori-
ties concerned in this regard on
September 17.

Road accident kills
6 in Sylhet

UNB, Sylhet

Six people were killed and 10
others injured when a truck
smashed a pickup van on Sylhet-
Tamabil road at Biraimara in

Girl killed in
roof collapse
In Savar

UNB, Savar

A girl was killed and two others
were injured in a roof collapse
incident at Jamgara in the upazila
yesterday.

The deceased was identified as
Ankhi, 14.

Witnesses said the roof of a bath-
room of Ali Akbar's house collapsed
at about 7:00am, killing his tenant's
daughterAnkhionthespot.

Injured Rahima, 22, and Anik,
28, were admitted to hospital.

Jaintapur upazila yesterday
evening.

The deceased were identified
as Faizunnessa, 55, wife of late
Abdul Malek, Fatema Begum, 25,
wife of Ramzan Ali, Hanufa
Begum, 32, daughter of Boro Alj,
Abdul Malek, 50, and Elaich
Miah, 60, of Goainghat upazila
and Sajina Akhter, 18, daughter
of AbuTaher of Jaintapur upazila.

Witnesses said the fatal acci-
dent took place at about 6:00pm
when a speeding truck hit the
pickup van, coming from oppo-
site direction, killing Faizunnesa
on the spot and injuring 15 oth-
ers.

Five of the injured, died on the
way to the upazila health com-
plex, while the others were
admitted to Sylhet Osmani
Medical College Hospital.

The pickup van got reduced
into aballin the accident.

No change in temperature likely

UNB, Dhaka

try, Met Office said.

tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over all the sixdivisions in the
next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

Highest temperature 34.7 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Sylhetand lowest 23.3 degrees Celsius at Rangpur.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:51pm today and rises at 5:49am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 32.5 25.8 T 73
Chittagong 31.8 24.8 76 82
Rajshahi 33.0 24.8 92 B85
Khulna 31.9 25.5 80 86
Barisal 31.5 25.6 85 82
Sylhet 34.7 25.5 77 75
Cox's Bazar 32.0 24.6 71 76

Asian Credit
Union Forum's
confce begins
In city today

DU CORRESPONDENT
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The two-day conference of Asian
Credit Union Forum will begin in
the city today in a bid to make the
cooperative credit system more
effective and popular to facllitate
socialdevelopment in the country.

Representatives from 160 local
and 200 foreign cooperative credit
unions from 24 countries will take
part in the conference to be held at
Sheraton Hotel.

This was stated by Emdad
Hossain Malek, secretary of the
Cooperative Credit Union
League, at a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters Unity audito-
rium yesterday.

He said the Association of Asian
Confederation of Credit Unions, a
continental organisation, will
organise the conference in cooper-
ation with the Cooperative Credit
Union League of Bangladesh
Limited.

The conference is held every
year with the representatives from
the countries enrolled with the
Unions.

This is the first time that
Cooperative Credit Union League
of Bangladesh got the opportunity
to hold the conference as a host
organisation in the capital,

LGRD Adviser Mohammad
Anwarul Igbal will formally inau-
gurate the conference at 8.30am.

[t will also be addressed by ATM
Fazlul Karim, secretary to the
ministry, and Omen Koyan, presi-
dent of the Association of Asian
Confederation.

Credit union experts at the
conference will discuss the activi-
ties of credit unions across the
globe and try to find out the ways to
make the credit systemmore popu-
lar and effective to facilitate the
development process.

Ratan F Costa, general manager
of the Cooperative Credit Union
League of Bangladesh (CCULB),
John F Rodringues, chairman of
CCULB, and Ranjith Hettiarachchi,
chief executive officer of the
Association of Asian Confederation
of Credit Unions, were present at
the press conference.

Rabiul Husain

chalrman of IAPB
in South East Asia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Renowned eye specialist Rabiul
Husain, the founding managing
trustee of Chittagong Eye Infirmary
and Training Centre, has been
elected the chairman of
International Agency for Prevention
of Blindness (IAPB) in South East
Asianregion.

He was elected chairman for the
next four years for the second con-
secutive term at the world conven-
tion of the organisation held in
Argentina on August 23, 2008.

[APB is continuing blindness
prevention and protection activities
across the globe under seven zones.

Alongside fighting blindness,
IAPB also continued activities
against hunger, poverty, unemploy-
ment, ignorance, superstitions and
other diseases for betterment of
around one forth of the world's
population in its southeast zone
that comprises eleven countries,
said a pressrelease.

Muggers stab
one to death
in Bogra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Muggers stabbed a worker to death
in the district in the early hours
yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Abdur Razzak, worker of Milton
Engineering Workshop in BSIC
Industrial Area.

Locals said that Razzak was
going to his workplace after having
his Sehri (midnight meal for fast-
ing) riding on his bicycle when a
gang of muggers intercepted him
in Gokul area of the upazila.

As Razzak resisted the muggers
when they tried to snatch his bicy-
cle, they stabbed him indiscrimi-
nately, leaving him dead on the spot.

Locals caught Shafi alias Shafiqur
and Khokon alias Raihan suspecting
theirinvolvementintheincidentand
handed them overto police.

On Tuesday night muggers
stabbed another pedestrian at the
same spot.

DU Eid, Puja
vacation
from today

DU CORRESPONDENT

The vacation at Dhaka University
(DU) on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr
and Durga Pujawill start today.

All the departments and admin-
istrative offices of the university
will also remain closed between
September 27 and October 5.

The university will open on
October 18.

Jatiya Garments Sramik Federation sta

arrears and Eid bonus.

PHOTO: STAR
ges a sit-in at Topkhana Road in the city yesterday demanding payment of

EXTORTION

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcement agencies receive
around 80 complaints a day from
city residents about extortion
demands from criminals over the
phone.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) and Rapid Action Battalion

2 slain in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Iwo people, including a woman,
were killed in separate incidents in
cityyesterday.

The identity of the woman, 26,
could not be known immediately
while the another victim was iden-
tified as Mosharraf Hossain, 22, a
construction labourer.

On information, police recov-
ered the body of slain woman from
the bank of a wetland near civil
aviation office yesterday morning
and sent the body to Dhaka
Medical College morgue for
autopsy.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
mr ort Police Station Ruhul Amin

, “Wearé looking info thé'mar-*
ter e aré hoping to get some clues
when relatives of the victim will
come tous.”

In another incident, Mosharraf
Hossain sustained serious injuries
when his colleague Sharif Suja
stabbed him in the chest and abdo-
men atWari atyesterday.

He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
where the on-duty doctors
declared him dead.

The victim's colleague Zahirul
[slam told reporters that hearing a
scream, they rushed to a makeshift
room where Mosharraf and Suja
were sleeping and found
Mosharrafinapool ofblood.

He said Suja fled a scene before
they had reached the room erected
on the site of an under-
construction building atWari.

Police could not arrest Suja till
yesterdayevening.

xl'.r;_,

" DRAKA

Workshop

Access to Information Programme under
Chief Adviser's Office will organise a
workshop for newsmen on the use of
information and communication
technology in health sector. Venue: ICC
Bhaban, Chief Advisers Office. Time:
10:30am.

Seminar

Right to Information Forum organises a
seminar marking the Intemational Day
for Right to Information. Venue: Brac
Centre Inn. Time: 10:30am.

Discussion

Manabadhikar O Panbesh Sangbadik
Society organises a discussion on
fasting, self-purification and human
rights. Venue: National Press Club.
Time: 3:30pm.

(Rab) have set up special cells to
deal with such complaints and take
necessary steps against the cul-
prits,

DMP sources 5ajd they received
70 such complaints after the spe-
cial cell was opened on September
22. A top Rab official said they also
receive around 50 complaints a
day.

The DMP has so far received
over 1,000 complaints and the
connections of at least 600 mobile
phones have been cut off following
requests from the DMP, sources
said.

Masudur Rahman, additional
deputy commissioner of the
Detective Branch (DB) of police,
told The Daily Star they received 70

Law enforcers receive 80
complaints a day

complaints in the last two days.

"Organised criminals called
from 150 mobile phone numbers
demanding extortion from many
cityresidents,” he added.

Rab sources said they found in
investigations that frauds and petty
criminals made the calls using the
names of high-profile criminals.

Organised criminals are
demanding extortion from well-off
people including businessmen
over phone, said a press release
signed by DMP Commissioner
Naim Ahmed yesterday.

The DMP and Rab have
requested the city residents to
provide them with phone numbers
of the callers demanding extortion.

Newly-wed woman
falls from roof, dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A newlydmamed woman djed.after "

falling from the roof of a 13-storey

building at Dhanmondi in the city
onTuesday.

The police found the body of
Umme Kulsum Sharanika, 19, near
the building at Dhanmondi Road 13
in the afternoon after her in-laws
informed them. An autopsy was
performed on her body at Dhaka
Medical College morgue yesterday.

Relatives and family members
of the girl yesterday said that dowry
was the reason behind her death.
Continuous pressure on her from
her husband and in-laws to bring
dowry from her parents forced her
to commit suicide or she was
pushed from the roof, they alleged.

Kulsum's in-laws told the police
that she might haye fal]en Emm the
mol'accident?!ly &

Talking" to The Dally’ Slar
Engineer Mahiuddin, husband of
Kulsum's elder sister, said that
Kulsum's in-laws had been
demanding Tk 15 lakh and around
20 tola of gold ornaments from her
family since her marriage on August
13. Kulsum's husband Mia Shaheen
leftfor Belgium two dayslater.

Ilias Mahmud Shipon, brother
of Kulsum, filed a general diary
with Dhanmondi police station
yesterday.

The police said they are investi-
gating the incident. No-one was
arrested as of yesterday evening.

Foil any plot against
JS election: Sircar

UNB, Dhaka

Speaker Muhammad Jamir Uddin
Sircar yesterday said all should
remain cautious about any con-
spiracy against the next general
election.

Welcoming the announcement
of the election date by Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed, he
said despite the announcement
that election would be held on
December 18 all would have to be
watchful so that conspirators could
not succeed in any way to foil the
much-awaited election.

“There must be an election on
December 18. Nationalist forces
will come to power if the election is
free and fair,” Sircar told a discus-
sion organised by Swadhinata
Forum at the National Press Club.

He said the nationalist force
would not accept any deviation
from the planned election.

“We hear uproar from a certain
quarter. But people are not that

easygoing, they'll foil any move
that can hamper the nation's inde-
pendence,” he said, adding that
Ayub Khan and HM Ershad all
failed in this land.

“If you think, you will hand-
pick some identified people (in
the name of election), you must
be living in a fool's paradise,” he
said.

Bangladesh Jatiya Party (Matin)
chairman Prof MA Matin, Jatiya
Ganatantrik Party Chairman
Shafiul Alam Prodhan, National
People's Party President Sheikh
Shawkat Hossain Nilu, Jamaat-e-
Islami Assistant Secretary General
Abdul Kader Mollah, Prof
Maniruzzaman Mian, Prof
Mahbubullah and Jubo Dal
President Barkatullah Bulu also
spoke on the occasion.

Swadhinata Forum president
Abu Naser Mohammad Rahmat
Ullah presided over the discussion.

American empire nearing

collapse

[ranian president tells UN assembly

AP, BBC Online

Iran's president has told the UN
that Iran will resist "bullying pow-
ers" trying to thwart its peaceful
nuclear ambitions.

Addressing the General
Assembly in New York on Tuesday,
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said Iran supported dialogue but
would not accept "illegal
demands”,

Iran's declared that "the
American empire” is nearing col-
lapse and should end its military
involvement in other countries

Western nations suspect Iran
aims to create a nuclear weapons

capability - a claim Tehran denies.

Iran is in breach of three UN
Security Council resolutions
demanding the end of its uranium
enrichment programme.

Officials of the five permanent
Security Council members, plus
Germany, had planned to meet this
week on the fringe of General
Assembly gatherings to discuss
further sanctions against Iran.

However on Tuesday, diplomats
said the meeting might not take
place because Russia did not think
the timing was right. Moscow said
at the weekend that it saw no need
for further sanctions against [ran.

Ahmadinejad also lashed out at
Israel, saying the "Zionist regime”
was headed for collapse. He said
that Europe and America were
being manipulated by "murderous
Zionists".

"Today, the Zionist regime is on
a definite slope to collapse and
there is no way foritto getout of the
cesspool created by itself and its
supporters,” he said.

Ahmadinejad's hardline rheto-
ric came as no surprise and offered
little in the way of compromise at
the UN where he faces a new round
of sanctions if no agreement is
reached on limiting lran's nuclear

[In _his address, President capabilities,

US BNP
postpones
tomorrow's
agitation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The US unit of BNP and Tariqug
Mukti Andolan Committee post.
poned their agitatigp
programme in front of the United
Nations Headquarters tomor.
row, US-based news agency ANA
reported.

Due to the changed circum.
stances they took the decision 1o
submit a memorandum to the
chief adviser demanding with.
drawal of state of emergency,
deferment of upazila polls, with-
drawal of all cases against BNp
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, her
son Tarique Rahman, US BNP
President Abdul Latif Samrat told
the news agency.

Fashiuddin
Mahtab passes
away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dr Fashiuddin
Mahtab, former
minister and
also ex-secretary
general of
Bangladesh
Diabetic
Association,
breathed his last
at Leeds Hospital in London on
September 22, saysa pressrelease.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held
at Gulshan Azad Mosque in the city
on September 27 and will be buried
at Banani graveyard upon arrival of
gis body from London on the same

ay.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar,
Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddiqui, BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia and Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain in
separate messages yesterday
expressed their profound shock at
his death.

They deeply recalled the contri-
bution of Fashiuddin Mahtab while
he was serving as the minister for
agriculture, financeand planning.

They prayed for eternal peace of
the departed soul and. conveyed
profound sympathy to the mem-
bers of the bereaved family.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

== Mohammad
M Golam Mowla
B Mia, assistant
| officer of Gas
| Transmission
i Company Ltd,
ll was killed in a
road accidentat
a Gabtali in the
city yesterday morning at the age of
38, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, a son
and a daughter to mourn his death.

7th anniversary
of death of
Samar Das today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

] Today is the
g seventh death
anniversary of
{ Samar Das, a
| noted lyricist
and chief music
director of
Swadhin
- Bangla Betar
Kendra, says a press release.

On the occasion, wreaths will be
placed at Wari Graveyard in the city
and a prayer session will be held at
his residence in the evening pray-
ing for eternal peace of his
departed soul.

He was awarded Shadhinata
Padak in recognition of his out-
standing contribution to music.

After independence he played
an imported role in composing the
introductory music of Bangladesh
Betar, the opening and the con-
cluding songs of second SAFF
games and orchestration of the
notional anthem, which became
the second best in orchestration of
national anthems during the
Beijing Olympics in 2008.

Flight Sergeant Mafiz Ullah
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

—

Today is the
14th death
anniversary of
t Sergeant
Mipe Ullh, 8
freedom fighter
and leader of
Jatiya Krishak
League, says a

pressrelease.

He was born in 1921 at
Muradpur village in W“j
upazila under Noakhali.

He was appointed “Ww q
tor of Bangla:u.‘u‘:~ Road '?1_'::
Transport Corpon “(BRTC)
during Banga,hqlﬂl“ bt
ment.

All have bet
for salvation ol

ested to pray
epmed soul.

2 -




