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Artists’

Bangladeshi and Thai landscapes on

Canvas

Outcome

Exhibition

Of Miniature Painting
Workshop and Intl
Residency Programme '08
Organiser: Britto Arts Trust
and Porapara Space for

Venue: Theatre Institute,
Chittagong
Date: September 19-22
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“Exhibition at Drik Gallery

Artworks from the joint-exhibition.
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loint Art
Exhibition

To mark the 36th anniversary
of Bangladesh-Thailand
Diplomatic Relations
Organiser: Royal Thal
Embassy, Dhaka

Venue: Gallery-2, Drik Gallery,
H 58, Rd 15A (New),
Dhanmondi

Date: September 16-27

TAKIR HOSSAIN

To celebrate the 36th anniversary of Bangladesh-
Thailand diplomatic relations, the Royal Thai Embassy
has organised a joint watercolour exhibition at the Drik
Gallery in Dhanmondi to highlight Thailand as seen by
budding Bangladeshi artists, as well as Bangladesh seen
by a prominent Thai watercolourist Dr. Suchart
Vongthong. This veteran painter has also organised a
workshop, which aims at sharing his experiences and
skills with the promising painters of Bangladesh.

Watercolour is a medium where an artist can
emphasise on serenity. The medium is very significant
for its transparent, lucid temperament. Besides, it is an
easy, economical and concise medium that can easily
express the emotions, illusions and sensibility of the
artist. The simplification of colour and its absorbing
process are the main feature of watercolour technique.

In this exhibition, Bangladeshi painters have por-
trayed markets, temples, culture, traditions, festivals,
landscapes, the way oflife and the scenic beauty of Siam.
A total of 28 painters have participated in the workshop
conducted by Dr. Vongthong with nature as the domi-
nant facet. The works are very vibrant and object-
oriented. The mystery of mountains is incorporated in
an animated way.

Another aspect of the participants’ works is the
expression of pure and pleasant perspectives. Most of
the paintings try to avoid extraneous objects. And
because of that, the paintings have a feeling of openness
and freedom.

On the other hand, Dr. Vongthong is fascinated by the
urban life in Dhaka. The city seems cheerful and hum-
ming with activity to the artist. City dwellers appear in
his works. Other subjects are rickshaws, traffic jams,

fruit markets, elderly women, life on Buriganga and

different portionsof Narayanganj.

Brilliant colours forming landscapes complemented
by figures form a trademark in Dr. Vongthong's works.
His paintings are tranquil depictions of nature and his
strokes are refined and polished. In his uncomplicated
compositions, colours like reds, blacks, emerald green,
beige, yellow, azure and crimson are dominating. The
themes are simple but his skilled artistic hand trans-
forms them into something extraordinary:.

The exhibition ends on September 27.
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A group of adlbashl performers in Netrakona

JAHANGIR ALAM, Netrakona
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‘Ramola Dancing Group' at Gopalpur, under
Durgapurupazila in Netrakona district, is fast gaining
recognition in the area.

Ramola Hajong, an artiste trained at the Birishiri
Upajatiyo Cultural Academy, formed the dance group
two years ago. Currently the group has 20 members --
all of whom are members of the Hajong community
and have been trained by Ramola with the help of
Rasimoni Kalayan Trust and SARA (two local NGOs in
Durgapur). '

The dance group usually performs traditional
pieces at programmes. The founder of the group
Ramola said, “I want to emphasise on and represent
our indigenous traditions through the group's per-
formances.”

She added that there was no Hajong cultural
troupe and she wanted to represent the community
she belonged to and introduce traditional dance of
the Hajongs to the outsiders. Ramola said that she
received help from Sawpon Hajong, general secretary
of Rasimoni Kalayan Trust, in thisregard.

Anoptimistic Ramola seems eager to work towards

hergoal. Artistes of 'Ramola Dancing Group' perform a traditional dance. PHOTO:STAN

TV Watch
Drama serial “Baishakh

Thekey Srabon” on ntv

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Drama senal Baishakh Thekey Srabon will be aired tonight on ntv at 9:45
pm. The cast of the serial includes Tarin, Apurbo, Nova, Nirob, Neerob (R]
of Radio Today), Hillol, Sharmili Ahmed, Masud Ali Khan and Keya
Chowdhury.

The serial highlights the odd relationship between a grandmother and
her grandchildren. Shajal and Shathi are close friends and neither of them
realise their true feelings for each other. Shathi has a well-paid job and can
live on her own; yet she stays with her grandmother whom she detests.
Bithi gets married to Monir, though they had just met a month back, and s
abandoned by him days after their wedding. The serial deals with the ups
and downs that occur in these relationships and how the characters are
stillable to hold onto their loved ones.

Written by Faria Hossain, the serial is directed by Chayanika

Tarin and Apurbo in a scene from the serial. Chowdhury.
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