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JS polls on Dec 18

FROM PAGE 1
aspirations of the people about
local government elections,
upazila elections will be held
immediately after the parliamen-
tary election,” the chief adviser
asserted yesterday.

Analysing the sequence of the
announced polling dates, political
analysts said the long over due
local government polls are also
likely to be held before the tenure

Amid growing uncertainties
regarding the fate of the stalled
parliamentary poll, Fakhruddin
Ahmed on May 12 this year in an
address to the nation declared
that the general election will be
held in the third week of
December.

Earlier, on July 15 last year, the
EC in its electoral roadmap had
announced that the voter list with
photographs will be completed by

Govt probing

FROM PAGE 16

the shrine two days before the attack,
which made investigators suspect
that the attack was carried out by
Hizb ut-Tahrir. And since then the
outfit has been alleged to have mili-
tant links at home and abroad, said a
law enforcement official involved in
the probe into the attack.

Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Nur Mohammad yesterday told the
media that Hizb ut-Tahrir's activities
in Rajshahi are suspicious and that
they are investigating the outfit's
objectivesand activites. He said they

Rajabazar roads

FROM PAGE 16
but overflowing sewage is overrun-

ning the road making it unsuitable
even forwalking.

The sorry state of the road has
been hampering the Juma prayers
of the areas Muslims too.

A large number of them used to
say their prayers on the road adja-
cent to the mosque, but they have
been unable to do so for over six
months due to the deteriorated
condition of the road, said local

were dug to lay down water pipe-
lines three months back, and were
left without properly repaving
those. Last time the roads were
repaired was three years ago, said
local residents.

Maruf Hossain, a resident of the
area, said people are forced to walk
on slippery dirty roads after arain as
rickshaw-pullers are reluctant to get
on those roads due to their bad
condition.

"Walking on these roads Is very

Reformists

FROM PAGE 1

Party insiders said Chairperson
Khaleda Zia herself finalised the
names of the delegation members
following discussion with senior
leaders including Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain.

A number of leaders expressed
surprise not to see Goyeshwar in the
delegation even though he recently
criticised the BNP secretary general
ondifferentissues.

Party standing committee mem -
ber RA Gani, Chowdhury Tanbir
Ahmed Siddiky and M Shamsul
Islam, wice-presidents MK Anwar

RTI given

FROM PAGE 1
chaired by Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed.

Details of the ordinance were not
available immediately. It will come
into effectafter the president signsit.

Under the new law, people will
have to pay fees for filing application
seeking information. But people
living below poverty line will be able
to apply in white sheets of paper
without paying any fees.

A three-member Information
Commission headed by a chief

go-ahead

a total fine not exceeding Tk 5,000,
according to a provision of the ordi-
narnce.

The ordinance will not cover
National Security Intelligence,
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence, Military Intelligence
Directorate, Special Security Force,
Criminal Investigation Department
of Police and Central Intelligence Cell
ofthe National Board of Revenue,

This provision will not apply if the
information concerns corruption
and human rights violation.
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'y : dents. JointSecretary | jnformation commissioner will be t
In their instant teac_tions, senior  mentary poll must be held by the demsmkeplaoeelsmvpem ms;u{f}%:mnmd Ismail. khadem of Slippff)’ after rain due to the dig- | General Nazml Isjam Khan, Office | formed to properly enforce the law mgﬁe'%%ﬂizegn tiﬁag?v:gcmugﬂe
leaders of the political parties yearend. "The leaflets distributed in |\, © RajabaoEY Musqu:e, caid about  BANG " hesaid. Secretary Rizvi Ahmed, BNP | and deal with complaints from the director of Manusher Jonno

lauded the chief adviser's latest
announcement regarding the
polls, and his government's and
EC’s change of heart regarding the
sequence of holding the polls.

Fakhruddin Ahmed, who
assumed the post of chief adviser
on January 12, 2007, following the
declaration of the state of emer-
gency, said he had declared that his
firm objective was to hand over
power to an elected government
through a free and fair election, for
establishing democracy on a firm
footing in the country:.

Referring to the responsibilities
of the caretaker government, the

The HC on May 22 in a verdict
expressed its astonishment at the
fact that the chief adviser, not the
EC, had declared the tentative
date for the national election
while leaving it to the EC to hx the
exact polling date.

The HC judges said in their
observation that they had not
found any provision in the coun-
try's constitution that empowers
the chief adviser to make such an
announcement,

Yesterday before addressing
the nation over the state-owned
radio and television, the chief
adviser met the EC in his office.

Rajshahi contain objectionable

statements against the state and the
ent.Weare investigating the

line oftheir activities, " the IGP said.

Another law enforcement agency
source said Hizb ut-Tahrir
Bangladesh was on the list of sus-
pected milifant organisations pre-
pared by intelligence agencies,
including police and Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab), when JMB started
militantactivitiesopenly.

Rab Additional Director General
Col Gulzar Uddin Ahmed, who led
the investigation into JMB's militant
activities and massive terror attacks,
told The Daily Star yesterday that
many statements of Hizb ut-Tahrir

200 to 300 Muslims of the area do
not get the chance to say their Juma
prayers with at the mosque any-
more, while many who attempts
every Friday have to return home
withoutsaying their prayers.

"I get many complaints from the
Muslims of the area everyday saying
they returned home from the way to
the mosque as their clothes gotdirty
from the sludge on the road,” the
khadem said.

A large number of neighbour-
hood roads in East Rajabazar have
also been in bad shape for the last

three years.

Anwaruzzaman, commissioner
of ward no 40, said alarge number of
neighbourhood roads in East and
West Rajabazar are in sorry state as
Dhaka City Corporation has not
been disbursing funds for their
repair for the last three years.

He however said the road in front
of West Rajabazar Mosque is sched-
uled to be repaired soon as tenders
for its repair are scheduled to be
invited this month.

Ranada Pharmacy Road is also
scheduled to be repaired soon.

The problem of overflowing
sewers 1s also scheduled be solved
soon as just before the start of the
road repair work, WASA is sched-

Chairperson's Adviser Brig Gen
(retd) ASM Hannan Shah and
Mushfiqur Rahman and former
lawmaker Abdul Mannan were in the
delegation,

“The chairperson made the right
decision considering the reality,” a
senior leader of the party told The
Daily Star, adding that the inclusion
or exclusion of names in the delega-
tion will not hamper the party's
unity.

Two reformist leaders M Saifur
Rahman and Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman attended the
standing committee meeting held at
the partyofficeon September 13.

"Everyone can work for the party

information seekers.

“One of the two commissioners
will be a woman,” Syed Fahim
Munaim, press secretary to the chief
adviser, told reporters after the coun-
cil meeting.

The Information Commission,
apart from financial liberty, has been
entrusted with the authority to
punish or fine officials who will fail to
provide primary information on life
and death, arrest and release of a
person from prison within 24 hours,
hesaid.

The president will appoint the
chiefinformation commissioner and
informaton commissioners on the
basis of suggestions from a five-

Foundation, which has been work-
ing for several years for enactment of
the law;, said, “It is historic. If there is
anything that needs to be changed, it
canbedonelater.”

Congratulating the government
on its approval of the ordinance,
Shawkat Mahmud, president of the
Jatiya Press Club, also termed it a
historicmove.

The information secretary said 99
percent of the NGOs will be covered
by the law. “We've tried to ensure
maximum disclosure of information.
[f there is any lapse in the ordinance,
there is always a scope to address
that,” hesaid.

Describing implementation of
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He also said the government
held talks with the parties twice.
“"We had talks with the chiefs of the
two major political parties. Both
leaders have already announced
participation in the polls,” said the
chief adwviser, who left Dhaka last
night for New York to attend the
United Nations General Assembly,
after he had delivered the address
to the nation.

and found that there is no legal
bar on him doing so, meeting
sources said.

Last week, Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda however said the
chief adviser would not
announce the dates for the polls,
rather he himself would
announce the dates on Monday
in line with the law.

About the state of emergency,
Ashraf said it should not be a "big”
problem for the political parties as

with party leaders today.
Bangladesh Kalyan Party
Chairman Major Gen (retd) Syed

Boalia Police Station Officer-in-
Charge (OC) Ramzan Ali, who was
tasked with investigating activities of
Hizb ut-Tahrir after Thursday's
arrest, said over phone, "l am investi-
gaung if the 10 arrested leaders and
activists of Hizb ut-Tahrir are
involved with militancy.”

He said on September 9, Tahrir
men distributed leaflets in front of
the Baro Masjid in Rajshahi after
e of the

kf.ashem. who works as an execu-
tiveata private firm in Mohakhali.
More than 50 inter-district
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at the Heritage Foundation in

Washington DC on Friday, accord-
ing to a message received in Dhaka
yesterday.

“...As recourse to political
transition, the government has
intensified the process of involving
the people from all walks of life in
the decision-making process and
thereby is trying to ensure good

products of the factory for 10 years
but the owner was supplying less
for the year," he narrated.

waterlines, is also scheduled to start
soon as the work order has already
been issued and the work is sched-
uled to be completed before the Eid-
ul-Fitr, headded.

Meanwhile, the residents of West
Rajabazar, East Rajabazar and
Indira Road can only hope that the
list of schedules that promises a
little respite in their otherwise
hectic lives will be kept, as the Eid is
practicallyknocking on the door.

teed that another 1/11 would not
happen.

Consensus could be achieved

Reformist leader Maj (retd) Hafiz
Uddin had talked to Khaleda over
telephone after her release while
Dhaka Mayor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, who in early 2007 said the
party chief's power should be
reduced, met with Khaleda Friday

night.

JMB threat
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happened in case of the others
joining the ICL.
The focuses of the roundtable,

nate two parliament members -- one
each from the treasury and opposi-
tion benches-- while the govern-
ment will nominate one from among
eminentcitizens.

The cabinet secretary will be the
other member of the selection com-
mittee,

If any assigned official does not
provide information to an informa-
tion-seeker as per the law, he will
haveto payTk50foraday’sdelayand

training up the stafl.

Against the backdrop of a long-
standing demand, the caretaker
government took the initiative to
formulate an RTI law as part of its
insututional reforms. After an eight-
member government-formed body
prepared a primary draft in
February, opinions from different
stakeholders were sought before the
information ministry submitted it
tothecabineton June 18.

Emergency services had been
unable to reach the upper floors of
the hotel, where more people were

process and the formalities,”
Mantashe said.

Mantashe said that Mbeki would
remain in the top office until an

mg:“d“"udm?::;i;i;n';a; tc}llﬁlfr';gfgm MWﬂth“amﬂY mw:ﬁ:::;rihsiglnsna;ﬁz{i;?nﬂ buﬁsrﬂmcou“m“ in Kalyanpur. ThavetopayTk30,000monthly about electoral code of conduct, | however, were on infrastructure L%aégg I SRR e BECIEDOTES St it president was aelzﬁ"’imed
L i e s e le also said queues of vehicles | to the cadres of Subrata Bain and  not nominating any corrupt per- | and planning, management, A hotel employee, Mohammad e s L. L0
: PPy 0 P e, particularly inter-district buses in | Jisangroups whetherIhaveearned  son, stance of the opposition party | umpires, pitches and grounds, ' Ambabivg Whie: 1ast week hie per-

both the government and the
Election Commission have met our
logical demand for holding the
national election first.”

BNP Standing Committee
member Chowdhury Tanbir

the politicians' logic. I think the
chief adviser has realised the
desires and expectations of the
people,” he told The Daily Star.

On lifting of the state of emer-
gency, he said, “There are enough
indications in the chief adviser’s

"It reflects sincerity and deter-
mination of the government, the
Election Commission and the
patriotic armed forces that sup-
ported the government towards
holding a free and fair election,” he

ernment would be able to hold the
election on the announced date.
The component of the BNP-led
four-party alliances demanded
complete lifting of emergency.
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and

frontoffillingstations in Kalyanpur
also contribute to traffic conges-
tion.

Though not authorised, many
minibuses of the big transport
companies also remain parked in

even more than half an hour at the
same place blocking traffic move-
ment.

Joint Commissioner (Traffic)
Jasimuddin said they have recently
decided that inter-district buses
would collect and drop passengers

enough or not. During the last one

year, the shortsupply caused mone-

tarylosstome," he said.

He also disclosed that Elias took
Tk 15,000 from him while Falan,
Mintu and Subhan Tk 5000 each on

and threatened Abdus Salam to
close down the factory if he was not
givenallthe garmentby-products.
“Instead of being frightened,
Abdus Salam grabbed the collar of
my shirt in presence of the two
cadres. The three later planned to

in the next parliament and whether
the caretaker government system
would continue in the country,
Mahmud said.

He said, "It seemsthat the coun-
try has an environment for election

corruption drive and other initia-
tives for reforms Mahmud said,
"Now it seems those initiatives
were a bit too optimistic,.. such
changes could not be brought
withinsuch ashorttime.”

He urged political parties, the

leadership, attitude and domestic
cricket. The lively five-hour discus-
sion was also attended by former
BCB general secretary Mahbubul
Anam, former national captains
Roquibul Hassan, Aminul Islam,

Chowdhury, international umpire
Nadir Shah, CCDM secretary
Mostafa Kabir and young organiser
Syed Ali Asaf.

The Editor and Publisher of The
Daily Star Mahfuz Anam rounded
off the discussion with a vote of

Sultan, said he was in the reception
when something exploded, forcing

BSTI moves
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general, said they suspect that

newslﬁapers warming people not to
buy these Chinese milk products,”
hesaid.

The BSTIhas urged tradersnotto
sellthebrands, he said.

Meantime in Chittagong, a BSTI
team seized 32 cans of milk formula

suaded President Robert Mugabe to
cede some power (0 the opposition
forthe firsttime in 28 years.

Mbeki, who succeeded Nelson
Mandela in 1999, has been heralded
by the intermational business com-
munity. If other key cabinet minis-

- e chief dThe Daily Star. - i 3
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suade them to remain in govern-
ment.

Mbeki fired Zuma as his national
deputy president in 2005, after
Zuma's financial adviser was con-
victed of trying to elicit a bribe to
deflect investigations into a
multibillion-dollar international

Welcoming the CA's speech, adviser's speech and said thecit!!atnightlureaghg; ' Tugh They late mlzil d caretaker government to come toa | audience to usethenewspaperasa | spondentreported. A e o S R
Jatiya Party Chairman HM Ershad ~ announcing the date for national | nation, but will not be allowed to | on September 15 in front of ny 0 HeSustegarding theseissues, | platform for the beterment of | ™ Officials said one AllWayTrading for announced in Devember he had
_ _ > : . 15 He said there is no alternative to | country's sports and cricket in | ¢ i Y e
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caretaker government towards

towards restoration of democracy.

alonestoppingat the counters.

Ing to the plan, confessed Salam.

smooth transition to democracy,

nationalobsession.

February 2007

ing Mbeki asANC president.



