Prachyanat premiers “Kinu
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Kaharer Thetar”

A scene from Kinu Kaharer Thetar.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Prachyanat now brings its 15th
production titled Kinu Kaharer
Thetar on stage.
the play was staged at the expern-
mental theatre hall at Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy on August 18.

Written by Manoj Mitra and
directed by Kaji Taufiqul Islam
Imon, the play transports the
audience to an imaginary country
named Puttna, ruled by a fraudu-
lent king. A comedy, the play moves
forward with several humorous
incidents that ultimately lead the
audience to a crucial truth.

The storyline of the play unfolds
with an incident where a country
girl is violated by the ujir (minister)
of Puttna. As the king depends a lot

The premiere of

on the guilty, he is notinterested in
punishing him at all. But the prob-
lem arises when the issue threatens
even the monarchy. The Company
Lord (latt saheb) declares, 'If this
goes without trial, 'I will abdicate
the throne'. Guided by the vicious
ujir, the king sets another person,
Ghontakorno, to confess the guilt
ornuhehalf of the ujirn. Ghontakorno

and his wife are also happy as they

are compensated well with 'four
bags of money' by the king. But
situation does not remain the same
when the king himself gets into a
similar kind of trouble. All of a
sudden the king gets entangled in
problems for killing a goat. The
Lord manages to sentence him to
death by hanging. Even
Ghontakorno cannot save the king
this time.
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Joint Art
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of Bangladesh- Thaitand
Diplomatic Relations
Organiser: Royal Thai
Embassy, Dhaka

H 58, Rd 15A (New),
Dhanmondi
Date: September 16-27
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To mark the 36th anniversary

Venue: Gallery-2, Dnk Gallery,
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Growing up in Baghaichhari, in the hilly
district Rangamati, Shefaly did not have
many who appreciated her passion for
music. Yet the talented singer emerged as
one of the best 35 contestants on the mega-
popular talent hunt Close Up 1 this year.

Despite obtaining the highest marks
from the three judges on the show, Shefaly
was dropped from the competition, as she
did not get sufficient SMS votes from the
audience. This however, could not dent the
young singer's ambition and she remains
devoted to her craft.

"My father was the only person in my
area who encouraged me to sing. It is a
remote area and I never had the opportu-
nity to receive formal music lessons, I learnt
songs by listening to tapes. Folk songs
mesmerise me and [ grab every single tape |
can get my hands on. I listen to the songs
over and over again until I'm convinced
thatI've perfected them," she says.

The fact that Shefaly has no formal train-
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ing is not at all apparent when she sings
With a perfect voice for folk songs, she has
managed to hone her skills and confidence
of a complete artiste, Shefaly has partici-
pated in several cultural programmes in
Baghaichhari and throughout Rangamati.

About Close Up 1, Shefaly says, "One of
my relatives got me registered for the com-
petition, and [ didn't face much difficulty to
move up till the track round, where votes
from the audience matter, I was quite confl-
dent and my renditions of folk songs like
Kaanar haat-bazar, O mui na shunum,
Baukumta batash jamon and others were
appreciated by the judges. As I'm from an
area that has no mobile network coverage, |
didn't get the support of people from my
area. | gotabout 17,000 SMS from the audi-
ence.”

She did get a second chance though,
which the authorities termed as the "wild
card” or "yellow card®. But Shefaly humbly
refused to take the opportunity as she felt
that she had already been denied the
respectshe deserves forhertalent.

"I feel that the system is unjust and

Titde: The Sign of Reality
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contestants are not evaluated solely based
on their skills. Even if | take the 'wild card’
option and come back to the show, I'd be
constantly under the threat of being
dropped as I know [ won't get the votes of
the people from my area -- a support other
contestants have. This should not be the
way...why involve the judges then?" asks a
frustrated Shefaly.

*I came here with a dream to achieve
something significant,” she continues,
“and | think my efforts have not gone in
vain. [ met the renowned tabla artiste Debu
Chowdhury here. After listening to my
songs, he approached my parents and said
that he wants to adopt me as his daughter.
Under his guidance, I've started taking
music lessons. I'm truly grateful to him for
opening a window of opportunities.
Upcoming talents desperately need spon-
sorsor benefactors.”

Shefaly is hoping to have her debut
album, tiled Bondhurey Tui Lok Bhalona
(produced under the banner of LNB)
released this Eid. The young singer seems
optimistic and upbeat.

Cannes winner submitted

“Though an imaginary country,
Puttna is like present-day Bangla-
desh. The king, the ujir, The Com-
pany lord, Ghontakorno and others
remind us of the political hypo-
crites, the problem faced by our
judicial system and, of course, the
plight of the common people,” said
Kaji Toufiqul Islam Imon.

Mitul Rahman, Nasiful Walid
Amlan, Rantik Bipu, Hira
Choudhury, Rinkon Shikdar, Bilkis
Jahan and others play different
roles in Kinu Kaharer Thetar. The
light design of the play was effec-
tively done by Abul Hasnat Bhuiya
Ripon. Rinkon Sikder's set design
complemented the production.

for Oscar

The Class, winner of the Palme
d'Or at this year's Cannes Festival,
has been named as France's offi-
cial entry for the 2009 foreign lan-
guage film Oscar.

Directed by Laurent Cantet, the
filmm depicts a year at a tough Paris
school, featuring real students and
teachers.

Titled Entre les murs in France,
it will receive a gala screening at
the London Film Festival next
month.

France is one of several coun-
tries to unveil their foreign film

announced that Germany's entry
would be a drama about the mili-
tant left-wing Baader Meinhof

group.

The Academy of Motion Picture

Arts and Sciences will announce
the five nominees for the prize on

22 January.

Last year's winner was Austrian
film The Counterfeiters, which told
of concentration camp prisoners

ordered to forge bank notes during

WorldWar I1.

1992 drama Indochine was the
last French entry to win the foreign

This acclaimed play by Manoj submissions in the run-up to next language film Oscar.
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A scene from The Class.
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