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Make TV-radio autonomy

functional

Call to fully
implement
CEDAW

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

S

CA's participation
in UNGA to

raise country's
int'l profile

. Il q d bl Speakers at a seminar yesterday Says foreign adviser
Spea ke’ b te ' ’01{ ’z [a e called on the government to fully
implement the Convention on the UNB, Dhaka
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Giving Bangladesh Television
(BTV) and Bangladesh Betar
autonomy will not vield any posi-
tive results if this autonomy cannot
be made functional, said the
speakers ataroundtable yesterday.

They observed that the present
caretaker government had the
scope to reform BTVand radio with
appropriate policy to meet the
long-standing demand ol people.

The roundtable was organised
jointly by the Prothom Alo and
Dhaka University Mass
Communications and Journalism
Department Alumni Association at
the office of the Prothom Alo in the
city.

The speakers demanded forma-
tionofan independent and perma-
nent broadcasting commission,
financial freedom of the two
organisations, presentaton of
news and views considering public
interest, regular examination of

BTV and radio programmes and
submission of annual report to
parlilament to make the autonomy
functional.

The present government could
bring reforms in BTV and radio as it
does not need to go from door to
door in bringing reforms in these
institutions,” said Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique, former president
of Dhaka University Teachers'
Assoclation.

"We feel lucky as the Right to
Information (RTI) Act has been
passed finally. I think we need both
RT1 and autonomy. Once the gov-
ernment accepts RTI, eventually
there will be no control over BIV
and radio,” said Shaheen Anam,
executive director of Manusher
Jonno.

“In a democratic modern Soci-
ety there should not be any control
over BTV andradio,” she added.

"Whoever runs the country,
democratic or autocrauc govern-
ment, there is no provision or

ensuring the accountability of
these institutions. They even do
not have any interaction with other
departments,” sald Mamunur
Rashid, a cultural personality.

“Freedom and facilities must be
ensured if we want to make auton-
omy functional. We want such
autonomy as will reflect people’s
will, " said eminent actor Aly Zaker.

Robaet Ferdous, associate
professor of mass communications
and journalism department, pre-
sented apaper.

Chair of mass communications
and journalism department Sheikh
Abdus Salam and Deputy Editor
Abdul Quayum moderated the
programme while Joint Secretaries
of the information ministry Kamal
U Ahmed and Abu Tahir, Prof
Shakhawat Ali Khan, Zafrin Zabin
Chowdhury, senior communica-
tions officer of the Unicef, and
Prothom Alo Editor Matiur
Rahman were present at the
roundtable.
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Participants at a roundtable at the Prothom Alo office in the city yesterday. From left are Aly Zaker, Sheikh Abdus
Salam. Prof Shakhawat Ali Khan, Kamal U Ahmed, Mamunur Rashid, Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique, Fuad Chowdhury

and Robaet Ferdous.

DU admission
test form
distribution .. ...
begins Oct 19

DU CORRESPONDENT

The admission process for the 1st
year honours courses at Dhaka

University (DU) for the academic |

session 2008-09 will begin on
October 19.
The decision was taken at a
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Focus on indigenous
people's.rights

Speakers urge media

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
said the media should focus on the
rights of indigenous people rather
than only portraying their liveli-

Tahmina presented the keynote

paper at the roundtable moder-
ated by Shahana Huda, manager
(Media & Communication) of
Manusher Jonno Foundation.
Hasibur Rahman, executive

Elimination ol all forms ol
Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) to ensure womens
rights,

[hey said the lack of under-
standing of and commitment to
the CEDAW on the part of policy
makers is the main obstacle to fully
Implementingit.

CEDAW has universalised the
human rights of women, said rights
activist Salma Khan at the seminatr
titled, 'CEDAW-Bangladesh con-
text' organised by Bangladesh
Economic Association at its ollice
inthe city.

Presenting the keynote paper,
Prof Hannana Begum sald equality,
non-discrimination and responsi-
bility of the state parties are the
basis of the convention. But the
government has reservations
about article 2 and article 16.1(c) of
the convention, she added.

Prof Mahmuda Islam said the
reservations about the two artcles
have remained in place for aboul
three decades, but no political
parties came forward to announce
withdrawal of the reservatuons,

Dr Muhammad Zafar Igbal said
CEDAW can be fully implemented
if it gets support from the mass
people.

Economist Prof Abul Barakat
and Prof Sadeka Halim also spoke
at the seminar presided over by
Vice President of the association
Ashrafuddin Chowdhury.

Ban Chhatra
Mukti activities

on DU campus

Demands Chhatra Moitri
DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri
(BCM), a left-leaning student
organisation, demanded imme-
diate ban on the activities of
Chhatra Mukti, student front of
outlawed Hizb ut-Tahrir, on the
Dhaka University (DU) campus.

Terming Hizb ut-Tahrir a
fundamentalist Muslim group,
BCM leaders also demanded
punitive ‘steps against the
teachers who are involved in
the organisation.

The leaders placed the
demands at a press conference
at Madhu's Canteenyesterday.

Taking shelter from the
previous BNP-Jamaat-backed
four party alliance regime, the
[slamic militant organisation
became active in the country,
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Members of Council of Adviser see Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed off at Zia International Airport in the city yester-

day priorto his departure for New York to attend the 63rd session of the UN General Assembly.

Maternal allowance can help
reduce mortality rate

Speakers say at roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
saild maternal allowance can
ensure proper healthcare facilities
to poor women in the country and
help create awareness among the
people about healthcare services.

Poor women are vulnerable to
maternal mortality, as they do not
get proper care due to their eco-
nomic insolvency. Maternal allow-
ance can also empower them, they
added.

Styled 'Maternal allowance in
building deprivation-free healthy
nation," the roundtable was
organised by Development
Organisation of the Rural Poor
(DORP) and daily Jugantor at
Natonal Press Club in the city.

Welcoming the government
move to introduce maternal
allowance project in the national
budget, the speakers calledonitto
enhance the programme.

Economist Dr Wahiduddin
Mahmud was present on the
occasion as the chief guest while
acting editor and publisher of the
Jugantor Salma Islam was present
as the special guest.

Dr Mahmud said the introduc-
tion of maternal allowance is a
nice start.

“We have achieved a number of
millennium development goals
(MDGs) including lessening child
mortality rate and increasing girls’
school going rate, but we did not
achieve much in cutting the
maternal mortality rate,” he said,
adding that maternal allowance
can be a tool to reduce the mortal-
ity rate,

He further said, “We can take
the opportunity to create aware-
ness among the people about
maternal healthcare using the
project.”

Former adviser to a caretaker
government Dhira) Kumar Nath
and N-Gender Health Country
Director Dr Abu Zamil Faisal
presented a keynote paper at the
meeting.

In the paper, they said mater-
nal allowance for the govern-
ment would not be an expense;
ratheritwould be aninvestment,
as it could create awareness
about healthcare services, add-
ing that the project could also
help reduce population growth
as the allowance is granted to the
mothers for their first child.

They recommended that the
government should enhance the
project and conduct research in
this regard and evaluate some of

Its outcomes,

The project was first intro-
duced in the national budget in
2007 under the safety net
programme when 45,000 women
were covered under the project
in 3,000 unions who were given
Tk 300 each per month for 24
months.

In the current fiscal, the pro-
ject was taken out for 4,500 unions
to cover 60,000 women who would
be given the same amount for 24
months, The total project would
costTk 21 crore.

The speakers demanded steps
to provide mothers with health
cards, education cards, shelter
cards, Tk 30,000 for livelihood and
micro-credit facilities.

Presided over by former adviser
to a caretaker government and
Chairman of Social Harmony
Citizen's Group M Hafizuddin
Khan, the roundtable was moder-
ated by DORP Secretary General
AHM Nouman.

Health Ministry: Programme
Support Office and team leaderPr
MA Sabur, Dr MA Mabud of North
South University, and writer and
researcher Shaoal
spoke.

Khan also

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury said yesterday the
participation of Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed at the forth-
coming session of UN General
Assemnbly will “raise Bangladesh's
international profile.”

He said: “Bangladesh plays a
peaceful, constructive and stabilis-
ing role in the international arena,
and Indeed the world expects

Bangladesh to play a significant ‘

role in this most important annual
multilateral event of global diplo-
macy.”

The CA's programme of partici-
pation has been drawn up bearing
these pointsinmind, he said.

He said: “Bangladesh is widely
seen as a success story in positive
socio-economic transformation of
its people. We are chair of the least
developed countries and in this
capacity is the spokesman of 50
nations of the world.

“We are also an acknowledged
thought-leader in the climate
change debate. We are a consistent
top contributor to UN peacekeep-
ing operations. All these render our
participation at the highest level
veryimportant.”

Iftekhar said besides having a
one-on-one meeting with UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
the chief adviser would address the
General Assembly on September
26. He will attend a high level event
on Millennium Development
Goals and also meetings on Africa’s
Development Needs,
Commonwealth Heads of
Government, and on Malarna.

The CA will hold bilateral meet-
ings with a number of important
leaders, including Prime Minister
of Nepal Pushpa Kamal Dahal
(Prachanda), and will attend a
number of receptions and dinners,
including one hosted by President
Bush, Iftekhar informed. |

“It is a light programme but one
that reflects Bangladesh's key role
in that body,” he said.

Apart from these events, he will
interact widely with the media,
including with the vibrant
Bangladeshi press in NewYork.

He will also be interviewed by
the BBC, Al-Jazeera and the TIME

Magazine.

“There is a great interest in the
peaceful political transition in
Bangladesh itself, and the

well " said Iftekhar.

Allow Obaidul
Quader to go
abroad for
treatment

meeting of the general admission P L 5 : divector ol MEIL Shesss s eyl dng, 101 doctors urgegOVt
> e B g Journalists have to remain understanding of human rights of The leaders alleged that the
committee of the university yester- | ,hiactive in reporting the ethnic  the ethnic communities througha | main coordinator of the wing DU CORRESPONDENT

day with Vice Chancellor Prof SMA
Faiz in the chair.

Sources said sale and submis-
sion of admission test forms will

issues and play a proactive role in
bridging the gap between the
media and ethnic communities

shared upbringing so that the
media can cover appropriate and
accurate news in time.

Mahiuddin Ahmed, an' IBA
teacher at DU, was directly
involved in recruiting students

Some 101 doctors yesterday called

_ ¢ ey 19 | for the betterment of the hill peo- The discussants also stressed | ¢ chhatra Mukti. sary measures immediately so that
continue from October 19 10 | gle theysaid. the need to portray the indigenous : : Awami League leader Obaidul
November 3. Theapplication forms Management and Resources people in the media in a proper BCM DUk upitghiesicent d kb s safenne &
must be duly filled in by the appli- : a SR 3 Tanvir Rusmot said, Quader, who Is suliering irom

cants and submitted to the dean
offices of the respective units dur-
ing office hours.

The price of each admission
form has been increased by Tk 50
than the previous vears and fixed at
Tk 300.

Through the admission pro-
cess, a total of 5,523 students
would gain their admissions to the
departments and institutions at
the university under 10 faculties.

Admission tests will start with
C (Ga) unit under Business Studies
Faculty on November 14.
Admission test for A (Ka) unit
under Science Faculty, B (Kha)
unit under Arts Faculty and D
(Gha) unit (combined) under
Social Sciences Faculty will be
held on November 21, December 1
and November 28 respectively.

This year, GPA (grade point
average) has been increased by 0.5
than the previous year in each
faculty as eligibility for participat-
ing in the admission test.

Excluding fourth subjects,
students, who achieved GPA 8 for
science backgrounds, GPA 6.5 for
humanities group and 7.5 for busi-
ness studies group in the SSC and
HSC examinations, will be eligible
to sit for the admission tests.
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Democracywalch organises a dialogue
on 'Effectiveness of union parishad
standing committee: Cntical issues and
way forward’. Venue: Cirdap auditorium,
Time: 10:00am.

Award giving ceremony
Haji Shanatullah Gold Medal 2008 giving
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Development Initiative (MRDI)
organised the roundtable on
"Bridging gap between media and
ethnic communities” 1n
Rangamati with the support from
the Delegation of the European
Commission to Bangladesh under
the project "Bridging Media and
Ethnicity”, says a pressrelease.

Speaking as the chief guest,
UNO of Rangamati Sadar Prakash
Kanti Chowdhury said journalists
would have to approach to the
proper persons at the government
and non-governmental levels to
collect the right information and
then provide them to the nation,

"It is the journalists who will
identify the proper persons in
order to collect the right informa-
tion. Reporters of specific geo-
graphical areas need special
facilities for their physical move-
ment,” he said and called on
MRDI to take necessary initia-
tivesin this regard.

Journalist Qurratul-Ain-

way and promoting their human
rights through objecuve report-
ing.

There are so many issues con-
ceming their rights and the media
should explore these issues, they
said.

They also sought greater coop-
eration from the media in address-
ing the genuine needs of the hill
people through detailed and
investigative reporting.

The journalists who were pres-
ent at the roundtable said they
need adequate and reliable
sources of information for report-
ing the issues of ethnic communi-
ties.

They also suggested that indig-
enous people should have greater
representation in the media so
that their issues can be properly
highlighted in the media.

Twenty-two community/NGO
representatives, governmental
officials and journalists took part
in the roundtable.
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lOmMorrow.

Moderately heavy rainfalls are also likely at places during the
period, Met Office said in a forecast. It said that day temperature
may remain nearly unchanged over the country.

Highest temperature 35.8 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Jessore and lowest 24.5 degrees Celsius at Rangamati.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:56pm today and rises at 5:48am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

M

“Mahiuddin was recruiting
students by offering them
money and other financial
facilities.”

Identifying DU campus as a
progressive one, they further
said Chhatra Mukti should be
declared unwanted on the
campus.

They alleged that despite
repeated demands of imposing
ban on Chhatra Mukti by differ-
ent left-leaning student wings,
DU authorities are yet to take
any effective steps.

BCM leaders said students
would resist the activities of the
organisation if the DU adminis-
tration does not take any imimne-
diate steps soon to declare it
unwanted on the campus.

They also threatened that the
authorities would claim respon-
sible for any kind of untoward
incident on the campus in this
connection.

To press home their
demands, BCM will launch an
awareness campaign against
the activities of the organisation
today and tomorrow.

They will stage a demonstra-
tion and submit a memoran-
dum to Vice Chancellor Prof
SMA Faiz on September 23.

media deptt
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Manzare Hassin Murad, a film
personality and documentary film
producer, joined as the chairman
of the Department of Film and
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Bangladesh Development Partnership Centre and Gram Bikash Sahayak Sangstha form a human chain at Manik Mia
Avenue in the city yesterday demanding an end to human trafficking.

BNP, allies against poll reforms

FROM PAGE 1

said political parties must register
with the EC to contest the parlia-
mentary election.

Talking to reporters after the
dialogue at the EC Secretariat, he
said, “We are trying to work out a
solutionto time constraints.”

He however did not elaborate on
the alternatives they are seeking.

The polls chief said the commis-
sion will sit today to decide on the
next course of action in light of dis-
cussions with the political parties.

In reply to complaints of BNE

commission is working towards an
easier registration procedure, It is
planning to add a fresh provision to
the RPO so the parties can do with
provisional amendments to their
constitutions.

As per the proposed provision,
those changes will have to be ratified
at national councils within six

thing to the party constitution with-
out convening a national council,
meeting sources said.

“The electoral provisions laid
down in the revised RPO are absurd
and unrealistic. They warrant a lot of
amendments.

“That's why we have asked the
commission tohold the parhamentary
polls according to the unamended
electoral laws and constituencies,”
BNP Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, who led the 11-
member delegation, told reporters.

Former lawmaker Mushfiqur

relaxed registration procedure,
Muhammad Kamaruzzaman, acting
secretary general of Jamaat, said there
is no guarantee that provisional
amendments to the constitutions will
be approved by party councils.

He said Jamaat has serious objec-
tions to the criteria for registration.
“We are also against making it man-

encourage discriminations on
grounds of religion, race, caste,
language orsex.

Jamaat said it has reservations
also about the criterion of having a
specific provision in party consutu-
tion to ensure at least 33 percent
positions at all committees are
reserved forwomen by the year 2020.

In the talks, Islami Oikya Jote
delegates echoed Jamaat's view on
registration.

BNP opposed the stipulation that
political parties sever ties with front
organisations and chapters abroad.

Since revision takesalong time itwill
be difficult for them to complete the
job in such a short period of time,”
Delwar told reporters.

“The commission said they
consider ourviews to be rational,” he
added.

Coming out of the meeting that
lasted around three hours, BNP

severe health complicatons, can
go abroad for his better treatment.

In a joint statement, they
expressed concern that the AL
leader might be paralysed if he
does not receive advanced treat-
mentright now.

They also said the condition of
Obaidul Quader has deteriorated as
he could not receive proper treart-
ment during hislongdetention.

A medical board compnsing
specialist doctors of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Hospital (BSMMUH) has recom-
mended sending him abroad,
saying that his condition is deterio-
rating gradually, they added.

Quader, joint general secretary
of AL, has now been undergoing
treatment at BSMMUH under Prof
Anisul Haque, chairman of neurol-
ogydepartment.

He has been suffering from old
ischemic stroke, hypertension,
diabetes, cervical spondylosis and
multiple pelletinjuries.

Prof AFM Ruhul Hagq, Prof Syed
Modasser Ali, Prof Rashid-e-
Mahbub, Prof Mahmud Hasan, Dr
Mostofa Jalal Mohiuddin, Prof M
Igbal Arsalan and other members
of Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad
issued the statement.

Sheikh Jalal's
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