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Ex BNP whip
Ashraf 'unwanted'
in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna BNP has declared former
whip Ashraf Hossain 'unwanted’ in
the city. :

Ashraf, who was expelled from
BNP by chairperson Khaleda Zia
last year, will be resisted in Khulna
City if he goes in connection with
political activities of any party,
speakers said at a rally held at
Khalishpur BNP office at 1:30pm
yesterday.

Abdul Malek, convenor of
Khalishpur thana committee of
BNP presided over the rally.

They termed Ashraf as "a politi-
cal blackmailer' and cause of all
‘evil design' that divided Khulna
BNP into two factions.

Being a 'mon-local’, Ashraf
Hossain as lawmaker from Khulna-
3 constituency failed to work for

Rift in Sylhet BNP widens

Ilyas loyalists boycott meeting with central leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, SYLHET

Dogged by internal feud for long,
rivalry between Sylhet BNP fac-
tions widened as pro-llyas party
men yesterday boycotted a sched-
uled meeting with central leaders
who came here from the capital to
try to narrow the gap.

BNP central joint secretary
general Prof Abdul Mannan led the
central leaders' team comprising
former whip Fazlul Haque Aspia
and former lawmakers Khaleda
Rabbani and Abeda Chowdhury.
They called a meeting with five-
member teams from both the
district and city committees.

The two rival factions in Sylhet
are led by BNP stalwart and former
finance minister Saifur Rahman
and former lawmaker Ilyas Ali.

The llyas-led faction boycotted

TS'aifur Rahman -

Khaleda Rabbani had betrayed
the party during the crisis while
Abeda Chowdhury had no link with
party men, Ali Ahmed said. “We
can notsitwith opportunists”.

On the other hand, city BNP gen-
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llyas Ali

people while the city committee is
dominated by the other faction led
by Saifur for long.

Saifur's return to mainstream BNP

and Khondker Delwar 'strong posi-
tion' in the party now have encour-

Suspended
Tangail mayor
gets bail

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangall

The suspended mayor of Tangail
Pourasabha, Jamilur Rahman
Miron, was f[reed on bail on
Thursday.

Miron, also joint convener of
Tangail district unitof Kader Siddiqui-
led Krishak Sramik Janata League, got
bail from the High Court in an extor-
tion case on August 26 and in another
corruption case on August 27, his
brother Moshiur Rahman Hiron said.
He, however, was freed from Dhaka
Central Jail at around 11:30am on
Thursday, he said.

He surrendered before joint
forces on February 17, 2007, Later,
the Local Government Ministry
suspended him from chairmanship
of the municipality in June last year.

Miron is an accused in nine crimi-
nal cases including one for murder
filed with Tangail Police Station.

@he Daily Star

TIB to help RCC check corruption,
Improve service

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rafshahi

Transparency International,
Bangladesh (TIB)-run Conscious
Citizens' Committee (CCC) In
Rajshahi will now help Rajshahi City
Corporation (RCC) in checking
corruption, creating awareness
among people and reaching its basic
facilities to citizens of all levels.

Rajshahi mayor AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton in a meeting
with Rajshahi CCC members at
Nagar Bhaban conference room on
Thursday agreed to work together
with CCC and allow it to employ
volunteers to detect hindrances to
pPoor services,

The CCC in a research con-
ducted in 2005 identified poor civic
services in RCC and since then it
has been trying to work with RCC.

The mayor approved CCC's

setting up an open ‘complain box’
on the Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) premises, for conducting an
information and advocacy cam-
paign among city people who usu-
ally go to RCC for various facilities.
“Our activities with RCC will
start within this month. We will
ublish the citizens' charter and
ooklet on RCC facilities for dis-
tributing among people next year,”
said Rajshahi CCC joint convenor
Prof Sarwar Jahan Sajal.
The CCC also placed 17-point
recommendations before the

mayor requesting him to imple-
ment them early for ensuring basic
civicamenities.

“l want to do some good works
so that at the end of my five-year
tenure, the electorate can say that
they did not make any mistake by
electingme,” he said.

Among others, Rajshahi CCC
convenor and eminent lawyer Golam
Arif Tipu, members Prof Abdus Salam,
Rustorn Uddin Ahmed, journalist
Hasan Millat and cultural activist
Kamaruddin Sarker attended the CCC
meeting with the mayor.

development of mills and indus- eral secretary Nasim Hossain, sald, 8 ed both the rival factions to fight for

tries at Khalishpur and Atra indus-
trial belts, speakers said.

Among others, Nizamur
Rahman Lalu, Nighat Shima, Selim
Talukder, Sakhawat Hossain, Yusuf
Shikder and Abu Taleb addressed
the rally.

Diarrhoea hits

flooded areas
in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Diarrhoea has broken out among
flood-affected areas of Dakop and
Koira upazilas in Khulna district
where 50,000 marooned people are
suffering for want of drinking water.

Several hundred houses in over
twenty villages in the two upazilas,
inundated after swelling of
Shibsha, Passur and Kobadak rivers
due to high tides during depression
over the Bay of Bengal since last
Tuesday, are still under five to seven |
feet water. |

A large number of marooned |58

yesterday's meeting raising ques-
tions on committee members.

Ali Ahmed, a member of the
district BNP convening committee
said, “We can not accept such a
committee to discuss organisa-
tional matters in Sylhet.

“Former whip Aspia kept him-
self away during the crisis after
promulgation of emergency.

“The other members are also not
acceptable to us for their question-
able roles atdifferent times” he said.

“We sat with the central team and
discussed the partysituation in Sylhet.
“We had informed (the central
leadership) about the other faction,
which is creating trouble for the
party in Sylhet”, Nasim added.

The committee will visit Sylhet
and there will be another meeting
in mid-October to decide on party
matters, Nasim added.

The district convening com-
mittee is dominated by llyas-led

a better position' in Sylhetdistrictand

city committees, party men believe.
The

declared two

post of city BNP president fell
vacant after Ariful Haque Chowdhury
was sentenced in a graft case months
ago. Since then, the rival factions
party men as 'acting
president’ of city BNP from theirgroups.

llyas-led faction made Noman
Mahmud acting president of Sylhet
BNP while Saifur followers
declared name of Mahmud

Hossain Manjuto the post.
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Nitai not allowed to
attend BNP Iftar party

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Intra-party rift in Magura BNP
widened again as rival party men
did not allow former minister and
central leader Nitai Roy Chowdhury
to attend an Iftar Mahfil.

The Iftar Mahfil was arranged by
the district unit of Ayeenjibi
Forum, lawyers' front of BNP, at its
office on Thursday. Its secretary
advocate Moyenuddin, a close
associate of Nitai, invited him to
the party but rival party men loyal t
former lawmaker Quazi Salimul
Huq Kamal alias Quazi Kamal
resisted him from attending it
Nitai was declared 'unwanted’ in
Magura by the rivals in 2006.

sources said Nitai, joint-
convener of district BNB, had reached
the residence of advocate Moyenuddin
inMaguratownwithaviewtoattend the
party butdid notdareto gotothe venue.,

before 2001 election seen with BNP |

reformists and he attended several
meetings at Mannan Bhuyan's resi-
dence in Dhaka. After 1/11, Nitai was
notseenin Magura.

During last month's meeting with
the newly appointed party secretary
Khondokar Delwar Hossain, several
local leaders demanded his expulsion
from the party, sources said.

“But dedicated party men will
never allow him here because after
the 1/11 he joined meetings of
Progressive Democratic Party
(PDP) and BNP's reformist group”,
joint-convener of district BNP
Nazimuddin Ahmed said.

Another joint-convener Akter
Hossain echoed the same senti-
ment and claimed that apart from
some 'conspirators’ in the party,
nobody of BNP or its front organi-
sations support Nitai Roy.

Despite repeated attempts, Nitai

people suffering from want of food _‘ P e ———— —r_ s >4 | As Nitai was not allowed, Moyenuddin ~ Roy could not be contacted over cell

are yet to get any relief from the | Bl e S — T e = Lo e e e | alsoboycotted the programmee. phone. However, one of his sup W h L

districtadministration. § e~ 3. - . | When contacted, Ayeenjibi porters seeking anonymity said 0 ove
Officials of Water Development = - w | ForumMokaddes Hossainsaid,"To  Thursday's incident was unfortu- Eﬁh A & LQI

Board said cross dams that col- |57 e ~ | | avert untoward situation we made nate. “When our chairperson is - O, 1mer 1a

lapsed due to high tides and rise in B - i “ =y  phone call to Nitai Roy not to trying to reunite the party, some :

water level are yet to be recon- |

structed as rising water level is |
hampering works.
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Vast areas are still under water in Banshkhali upazila in Chittagong that reeled under tidal surge following the recent
" depression onthe Bay. The photo was taken from Kalagaziin Khankhanabad yesterday.

attend the function”.
Party sources said, Nitai who
joined BNP from Jatiyo Party (Ershad)

self-seeking people are dividing the
organisation as a part of their con-
spiracy to weakenit’, he said.
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