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Bangladeshi documentary “The Winner”
wins international accolade
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“The Duchess”: A visual feast

Princess Diana's antecedent,
both genetically and figura-
tively, was a beautiful and glam-
orous duchess named
Georgiana Spencer. Like her
descendant, her charm and
vivacity apparently captivated
England.

Had paparazzi existed in the
late 18th century, their lenses
would doubtless have been
trained on her. Her story is
entertainingly and sumptu-
ously told in "The Duchess".
This star-studded film has
grand production values, The,
cinematography is stunning,
with gorgeous costumes and a
sweeping score. All of this is
capped by compelling key per-
formances.

The best of the group is
Ralph Fiennes as William
Cavendish, the taciturn and
womanising Duke of
Devonshire. He is a complex
character, not very likable,
but as played by Fiennes,
deeply intriguing. Keira
Knightley plays the duchess
winningly with a convincing
zest for life. "Pride & Preju-
dice" established her talents

The Winner, a documentary produced by Impress
Telefilm Ltd, has been named the best children’s
documentary in South Asia at the ‘International
Children's Day of Broadcasting Award' by UNICEE
With this achievement, The Winner will also com-
pete at the approaching Emmy Awards, which will
be held in New York in the second week of Novem-
ber.

The documentary has been directed by Fahmidul
Islam Shantanu. Shantanu was inspired to make the
documentary on the growing awareness about
autism. The documentary aims at generating
awareness on this disorder in our country. Accord-
ing to him, film is the best medium to reach the
masses.

A scene from the award-winning documentary.

Sabina Yasmin in Eid-special “Ityadi”
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The variety show Ityadi is considered a special
programme on Eid to the TV audience in our coun-
try. A special performance by Sabina Yasmin cer-
tainly adds to the appeal of the programme. Over
the years, the diva has performed on every Eid-

Keira Knightley (left) and Hayley Atwell in "The Duchess.” 1
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special Ityadi. This year's Eid-special is no excep-

The song performed by Sabina for the special
episode of Ityadi has been penned by noted lyricist
Mohammad Rafiquzzaman and composed by Ali
Akbar Rupu, aregular on the show. The video of the
song bears significance as nearly a thousand dif-
ferently-abled people have appeared with Sabina.

Ityadi is written, planned and hosted by Hanif

as a period-piece heroine,
and she seems the ideal
choice for the clever
fashionista character.
Dominic Cooper ("Mamma
Mia!") is appropriately cast as
her passionate swain.

The duke is persuaded by
Georgiana's upwardly mobile
mother (a formidable Charlotte

Spencer. Georgiana quickly
adapts to life as a royal and
charms the more worldly
cotirtiers with her wit and
beauty, as well as her ability to
discuss politics and gamble as a
man would. In addition to
being adored by the masses,
according to this tale,
Georgiana is instrumental in

the duke grows, publicly taking
a live-in lover (Hayley Atwell).
Frustrated by her husband's
inattention, Georgiana falls into
the arms of a handsome child-
hood friend (Cooper), now a
politician.

Though it does have occa-
sional elements of a bodice-

is a highbrow and elegant

chick flick that outstrips other

insipid movies targeted to
women.

"The Duchess” explores the
nature of celebrity and cha-
risma. Most compellingly, it
chronicles the saga of a vibrant
and forward-thinking woman
hampered by the constraints
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