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Shial, Ponting wants Roy,
coach not yet

Gilchrist expects

from new side

CRICINFO, undared CRICINFO, undated

Adam Gilchrist expects Australia's
new-look team to remain a com-
petitive force, starting with next
month's Test series against India.

Cricket South Africa's president
Norman Arendse is facing moves to
oust him according to media
reports, even though he has two

years of his term still to serve.
Arendse, who has had a turbu

lent year, is set to be opposed by

Gauteng's president Mtutuzeli
Nyoka at a special meeting called
by the provinces on September 26.

Arendse told the Beeld newspa-
per that he was particularly disap-
pointed to learn that Ray Mali was
linked with the group standing
against him and had been nomi-
nated for the vice-president post.

"When Mali became president
of the 1CC and people told him he
wouldn't make it because he didn't
have the experience, | was the one
who stood by him and defended
him," Arendse said. "l can't tell you
how shocked I was when I heard in
Dubai last week that he is now in
the camp of those who want to get
ridofme.”

The opportunity to force change
has come about because CSA is
undergoing a restructuring for tax
reasons and it will become a non-
profit-making company. That
process, Arendse claimed, was still
in progress, but he was confident
that he would be able to survive any
challenges.

“It would appear ... the status
quo will be maintained with regard
to the office-bearers, who will serve
for two years from the time the
company is established. I was
elected president at a meeting last
year and that should be valid for
three years. Now there are sud-
denly people who are going back
on thatwhich was agreed on.”

PHOTO: AFP

Dinara Safina of Russia makes a forehand return against Dominika Cibulkova of Slovakia during their second round
match of the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo on Wednesday.
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AFP, Tokyo

Russian fourth seed Dinara Safina
became the first player to reach the
quarterfinals when she whipped
Dominika Cibulkova of Slovakia in
the Pan Pacific Open on
Wednesday.

nent, and [ think I played really
solid today. | struggled a little bit in
the second set, but I'm really happy
that | put out in two sets,” said
Safina, 22,

When she was asked about her
eight double faults, she replied: "I
just tried to focus on the next point.
There is not much time to think
aboutit."

In the first round, Russian fifth

Safina reaches quarters

them on break points, while
Kuznetsova hit two and four.

"I'm very happy with the result,
especially since I was not expecting
to play that well. I didn't play that
well in the second set, but the
match was good," said Kuznetsova,
ranked seventh in the world
againstLi's31.

“I'm happy to do this, because
coming from Europe (Fed Cup),

Since Australia conquered their
final frontier by winning the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 2004,
thelr losses have included
Gilchrist, Shane Warne, Glenn
McGrath, Damien Martyn, Justin
Langer and Jason Gillespie.

Andrew Symonds will also miss
the fourTests and Matthew Hayden
is under an injury cloud, but
Gilchrist remains confident of
Australia's prospects. "There's no
doubt the Australian team is inex-
perienced in regards to what we
have had for the last ten years,”
Gilchrist said in Mumbai. "We've
always had a very experienced
team.

"But that doesn't mean that
these guys haven't played in these
conditions before. Australia has
been sending A teams and youth
teams over here for a number of
years to educate our players on the
conditions and the facilities. The
team will definitely draw on that
experience and will be very, very
competitive.”

Australia A played two first-class
games against India A over the past
two weeks, with Simon Katich,
Peter Siddle, Bryce McGain and
Jason Krejza taking part in the tour.
They are in the 15-man squad for
the Tests, which start in Bangalore
on October9.

Gilchrist said the contest was
shaping up as a "fantastic series”.
"It seems like every time the two
nations have locked horns in the
last ten to 12 years, it's lived up to
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AGENCIES, Canberra/Melbourne

Australian cricket captain Ricky
PontingWednesday said he wanted
Andrew Symonds back in the team
"sooner rather than later” and
there were positive signs the trou-
bled all-rounder would return.

Symonds was dropped from
Australia’s upcoming tour of India
after he went fishing rather than
attend a compulsory team meeting
during the one-day series against
Bangladesh last month and has
been considering his future in
international cricket.

Ponting said Symonds' com-
ments to the media on Tuesday,
during which he expressed
remorse and admitted he needed
to change, were welcome.,

‘I actually think there were
some really positive signs over the
last couple of days with Andrew,”
Ponting told reporters in Canberra.

"He's actually fronted the media
and admitted that there's some
room for improvement in certain
parts of his life."

The captain said Symonds would
be missed during the India tour,

"He's a terrific player and his
Test record and one-day record
over the last couple of years for
Australia has been outstanding,®
Ponting said.

“Hopefully, for him as a person, if
he can get those things sorted out,
then we'll have him back in the team.

“I'd love to have him back in the
side sooner rather than later.”

The 33-year-old Symonds
Tuesday spoke about the difficulties
he had coping with his rise from
state cricketer to international
sports star and admitted he needed
to show more responsibility.

“"Hopefully, I can come out of
this a better person and won't
make these mistakes in the future,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Australian coach
Tim Nielsen has praised Andrew
Symonds for realising his mistake
but ruled out the volatile all-
rounder’s quick return to the
national side, saying such a move
would undermine his teammates’
position.

Nielsen said Symonds has done
a great job by pledging to behave
‘responsibly” in future but his
comeback to the national team
would take time.

"At the moment, Symonds’

selection is wmet.hlngl don't wam
to think about it It would only
undermine the players that are
there,” Nielsen was quoted as
saying by 'Sydney Morning Herald'.

*“It's brilliant that he has got to
this stage and put out a positive
message, but I don't even want to
start speculating about when he
might return,” he said.

Cricket Australia Chairman of
selectors, Andrew Hilditch had also

said Symonds will be monitored for

a while before considering his
inclusion in national squad.

“We have to see whether the all-
rounder is fully committed to all of
the things needed for a cricketer to
be a member of the world's num-
beroneteam,” Hilditch had said.

Symonds, who has apologised
for his "irresponsibly” and pledged
a better conduct, is expected to
make a comeback in competitive
cricket with his grade side, the Gold
Coast Dolphins, over the next
fortnight.

Afterthatheisduetofeatureina
few Twenty20 matches for
Queensland and three Sheffield
Shield and four domestic one-
dayers to prove himself for a possi-
ble call-up in the home Test against
New Zealand in November.

Greatest Games end

The Beijing Olympic silver seed Svetlana Kuznetsova avenged  they played on clay, and today a | Whatl think has become an iconic | AFP, Beijing hard in the early part of the Games,  with a track sprint treble that was

lS - tj.ll medallist, making her Tokyo debut  her loss at the Beijing Olympics to  tough match in the first round. It's | series,” Gilchrist said. l“AUS_U‘ﬂ"'}- finished with 42 golds and 102 completed on Tuesday with gold in
ecurlty S after receiving a first-round bye, Li Na by eliminating the Chinese greatfor me. everyone knows the focus histori- ."'f:’ . The Paraly- medals, ahead of the United States  the 400 metres.

' struggled with her serve, hitting star. “I worked hard after the | Cally has been the Ashes, but this 1 mpics flame in third place with 36 golds and 99 The Games have been widely

d WOI'I'Y eight double faults before scoring a The 2004 US Open champion, Olympics, and now I feel much | hasgrownitsowniconicstatus.” was extin- medals. praised for their organisation and

AFP, Canberra

Security concerns in the wake of a
series of bomb attacks could still
scupper the Australian cricket
team’'s upcoming tour of India,
captain Ricky Ponting indicated
Wednesday.

The team and officials will
constantly monitor the situation
with the assistance of the

6-3, 6-4 second round victory in 95
minutes.

Safina hit a double fault on
break point to lose the fifth game of
the first set, but she was never in
serious danger throughout the
match.

Cibulkova, who eliminated 2006
Wimbledon champion Amelie
Mauresmo on Tuesday, broke back
once in the sixth game of the sec-
ond set, but that was all she could

who bowed to eventual semifinal-
ist Li in the round of 64 in Beijing
lastmonth, took advantage of a raft
of double faults to score a 6-2, 1-6,
6-3 victory.

The 26-year-old Li, the first
Chinese to have won a WTA Tour
title at Guangzhou in 2004, seemed
to recover her form in the second
set by taking six games in a row
from the second game.

But a double fault on the crucial

fitter, playing better and much
more confident. The result shows
it. Hopefully, I can keep going and
come back to my normallevel,” she
added.

Kuznetsova will next face
Japan's Ayumi Morita.

In other first round action,
Slovenia's Katarina Srebotnik
breezed past Caroline Wozniacki of
Denmark 6-1, 6-2, while Russia's
Nadia Petrova defeated Aravane

PCB confirms
Toronto T20

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan will meet hosts Canada
and Sri Lanka will play Zimbabwe
in the opening round of an inaugu-
ral four-way Twenty20 tournament
in Toronto, Pakistan-based organ-

guished over
the "Bird's
Nest" National
Stadium after a
lavish closing
ceremony on
Wednesday, ending a spectacular
summer of sportin Beijing.
Countless red maple leaves
symbolising respect for the ath-
letes drifted from the stadium roof
in the show to end the 12-day
extravaganza, which followed the
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"Teamn China has performed
extremely well this time,” China's
chef de mission Wang Xinxian told
reporters.

“The good result itself is the
greatest encouragement for the
athletes. Both the central and local
governments will reward the excel-
lent performance of ourathletes.”

China’s performance mirrored
its efforts atlast month's Olympics,
where the host nation finished top
of the medals table and won similar

the huge crowds that turned out
to watch about 4,000 athletes
from around 150 countries com-
pete.

Du Toit, due to receive a spe-
cial achievement award in the
packed stadium, hailed the
Paralympics as “"amazing,” a
sentiment echoed by her compa-
triot, Pistorius.

China has also sought to use
the Paralympics to improve the
plight of its 83 million disabled,

Aus.tml_ia‘i}r: gu;-e:;m(rjmnt e h(-]f do as Safina sealed her quarterfinal  break pointin the second gameofthe  RezaiofFrance7-5,6-2. isers announced Wednesday. Olympic Games here. praise from organisers forstaginga and President Hu Jintao
:?:;{e:;j ;’nr?[;gs;dparmre US| place with herninthace. final seteventually costher the match. Virginie Razzano of France The tournament, scheduled to "These are the greatest Paralympic  well-runand spectacular event. Wednesday pledged more efforts

"Anything could happen
tomorrow, things change very
guickly in the world right at the
moment,” he told reporters in
Canberra.

"Cricket Australia will continue
to be in touch and the government
will continue to be in touch, and
CricketAustraliawill keep us players
and the players' association in the
loop onadaily, ifnot hourly basis.”

Advisroy
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assistant district councillors,

police supers, FA presidents and

"It was a pretty good match. She
t(jibulkm*a} IS not an easy oppo-

Overall, Li hit seven aces but

also nine dnuble faults -- two of

outclassed top local hope, veteran
\1511giyama 6-3,6- 2

Hick denied farewell

ﬁl Cricket
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AFP, London

Graeme Hick's cricket career came
to an abrupt end Wednesday as his
final season before retirement was
cutshortbyinjury.

The Worcestershire faithful will

level, Hick's tally of 136 first-class
centuries puts him eighth on the
all-time list and is unlikely to be
exceeded by any current player
Earlier this season, Hick sur-
passed former England captain
Graham Gooch's record for most
runs in all senior cricket, and now
has 64,372 to his name, but he was
unable to take that form into the

we'd have a few throw downs, have
a few slip catches and walk back in.
Thatwasit.

"Nowadays it's all laps and
cones."

Hick, who 20 years ago com-
piled Worcestershire's first-class
record score of 405 not out, against
Somerset at Taunton, was wither-
ingly branded a "flat-track bully”

run from October 10-13, will give
the cricket-starved Pakistan team
some much-needed playing time
after the Champions Trophy was
postponed over security fears here
lastmonth.

"In a league format all four
teams will play each other once
and the top two teams will play the
final,” Nauman Nabi, chairman of
the organising company Sports
International Marketing, told AFP.

There will be a play-off for third
position before the final on
October 13, he added.

The tournament in Canada,
originally scheduled for August,

Games ever,” said International
Paralympic Committee President
Philip Cravenashedeclared the Games
closed.

China dominated the medals
table here with 89 golds and 211
medals overall, enjoying particular
success in athletics, swimming and
table tennis.

Britain, which chased China

The Paralympic Games were lit
up by Canadian wheelchair racer
Chantal Petitclerc, South Africa’s
Olympic swimmer Natalie du Toit
and Australian swimmer Matthew
Cowdrey, all of whom won five
golds.

South Africa’s sprint sensation
Oscar "Blade Runner” Pistorius
also grabbed his share of headlines

to promote their well-being.

"The Chinese government and
people will build on the success
of the Beijing Paralympic Games
to carry forward the humanitar-
ian spirit, and advance in an all-
round way the well-being of
people with a disability in China,"
he said, according to the state-
run Xinhua news agency.
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[ think it is totally wrong to call
them traitors or by any other bad

Readers speak out

flexible to ICL. Players should not
be banned. They shuu]d be given
scopestoearn fur their better lives.

diminution of his form is more
than one year old now. And after
giving him more chances than he

| s - : ' ' delayed because the West Th implv bei ;
al f the District | miss the chance to say one last internationalarena. by former New Zealand coach John | was _ names. They are simply being 2 actually deserved the selectors
g;ﬁis iesc;:;??ﬁzr? {DES A]IS [LCE goodbye to their favourite adopted Born in what was then Salisbury, Bracewell. Indies team was not available. The | professional. Working for more RS;leahbl_iIhHmwn have rightly decided he should
‘ ‘ son after the 42-year-old Rhodesia (now Harare, Zimbabwe), His placid nature led to one of | Caribbean side will miss out any- | money is the 21st century system jshahi University warm the substitute’s bench.

government organisation which
used to run the game in the past.
The BFF officials believed that it
would also solve the existing con-
flicts between DFAs and the DSAs.
BFF president Kazi Salahuddin,
who attended the meeting, has also
offered financial helps to the FAs.

Rakib named

Zimbabwe-born Hick confirmed
he would not appear in the
Midlands county's final two
matches this season after the
recurrence of an elbow injury
during a one-day match against
Middlesexlast weekend

The former England batsman,
missing from the team for the four-

| day County Championship clash,

Hick had to serve a seven-year
qualification period before making
his England debut in 1991, during
which time he was repeatedly
touted as the saviour of the team.

Had he gone into the side in his
early 20s, when expectations were
not so high, he might have been
treated more kindly by selectors
and supporters alike.

celebrated umpire Dickie Bird's
more famous rebukes when the
batsman was on the receiving end
of a volley of verbal abuse from
Merv Hughes.

"What's that nice Mr Hick ever
done to you?" a bemused Bird
asked the Australia quick.

Perhaps the truth about Hick
was that rather than being unful-

way after they demanded a further
two-week delay.

"We have top teams in the tour-
nament and hope that it will be a
greatsuccess," said Nabi.

Pakistan finished runners-up to
India in the Twenty20 World Cup
held in South Africa last year. Sri
Lanka were runners-up to Australia
in the 50-over World Cup in the

anditisnotbad. Theyhave families
to take care of and the people who
are saying bad things about them,
especially former cricketers, are
justjealous.

One can only say that players
like Shahriar Nafees, Aftab, Kapali,
Dhiman and Farhad don’t have
enough sense to work out that they
have reputations and it is lost

Iam amazed to see that some of the
players who haven't even made it
to the Test side are ready to retire
and join ICL. It shows that they do
not have any respect for the game
of cricketasawhole.

The pride of playing for own
country, winning matches by
showing extraordinary perfor-
mance and gaining people's

Similarly, cricket fans remember
the promise shown by Nafees in his
first vear but if he now feels
affronted because he isn't playing
international cricket he should use
his discretion in this matter.
Disgruntled cricketers have
nothing to be 'disgruntied’ about.
They should accentuate on their
mediocrity on the field despite

| : : : : : : forever. affection is no big deal for our so- being given state of the art facilities
also against Middlesex, which Hick, who endured a stop-start filled, his career went as far as his | WestIndieslastyear. I W, ; I _ ‘
:Rg:s':;;?nnthe ear started on Wednesday, said he 65 Test career which yielded 3,383 talent and mentality allowed, only Nabi hopes to make the Canada i agnlﬂee 1 c?l:lfc? e:rt:::jl;tt :ﬂg Eaheroes: anfu (1%;' g lifrm Lmt Em?ﬂn anlf
P iy would not be fit either for Sunday's  runs at a modest average of 31.32 -  the distance wasn't as far as both | eventanannualfixture. y -Jaami, Banani actuate nemseives 10 play we

The other winners are Shakib Al
Hasan (cricket), Ziaur Rahman
(kabaddi), Shafiqur Rahman (or-
ganiser), Abdus Sattar (special
contribution to sports), Rajshahi
District Sports Association (active
association) and United Insurance
Company Limited (sponsor).

Pro40 play-off away to Glamorgan.
"Unfortunately with my elbow
not being right, I didn't really enjoy
the fielding side of it,” Hick told
Setanta Sports News. "I don't feel
like I did my job properly on Sunday.
"I'm not 100 percent. | made my

compared to a first-class figure of
52.23 - with six hundreds, admit-
ted: "If [ have anything that I'd like
to change, it would to have been
more consistent for England and to
actually have a period in the side
whenIwasn'tdropped.

his supporters and detractors
would have liked.

"My kids watched my retire-
ment being announced on the
news and my son just said, 'That's
my dad!"" Hick told Tuesday's
Guardian newspaper. "And he

"We are trying to make this
event an annual fixture because
there is a vast majority of South
Asian expatriates who want to
watch cricket in Canada. The game
is progressing by leaps and bounds
in that part of the world,"” said Nabi.

anything else. We should leave
them alone.

-Shourob, Lalmata.
I do not understand where is the

problem with ICL. Why they are
called illegal? No doubt they have

A commotion has been created by
the news of ‘rebellion in the Tigers
camp' in the form of some dis-
carded cricketers opting to join ICL
for lucrative deals. The news has
been greeted with disapprobation
from the lugubrious faces of fans,

How do they expect, as interna-
tional cricketers, that their position
in the team will be permanent and
indemnified forever? But I also
don'tbelieve in admonishing these
players just because they are trying
to earn some money by acceding to
lucrative deals and repudiating

: Tl decision as if it were mid-season "In the end I was in and out of came over and sat next to me and | FIXTURE intrqduced the though of modern  ricket board officials and former their country’s need. The board
lau;l;he EYAIEeNLOE, Catlted and whetherornotlfeltIwoulddo thesideeveryyear.” he held me. Oct 10: Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe, | Ye€rsion ut;l'h-;enty?ﬂ. EU‘-' t[l?eylgf, cricketers. But I simply failed t0 cannot disenfranchise these
| myself, and the rest of the guys, However, something Hick said "Isat there thinking, 'Of coursel | canadavPakistan overlooked. If IPL is okay then discern why ICLis willingtosplash  players from earning a decent

justiceonthefield," he added.

he wouldn't miss was modern

would have liked to have scored 30

Oct 11: Canada v Zimbabwe, Sni

is also okay.

cash for some lacklustre players of

income by threatening exemplary

: " : ] 1 ? i : !
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