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eters) will meet tomorrow (Thurs-  reasons for me to take such adeci-  ions regarding the issue. for FAS
| iﬁl Cricket day) to decide our next course of  sion. " Isaid that whathas happened, SPORTS REPORTER
! action. We may try to meet with the "I didn't consider only money has happened. Now we should |
SPORTS REPORTER board officials to explain every- because I know how big it is to  think about with the future. We Bangladesh Football chera;nn
thing," said Bashar. represent the national team,” he  have to have a complete action to (BFF) will soon send a proposal to
After the last three days' chaos, Bashar along with three other said. ~ prevent someone to take part in therNatmnal 39“"5 Counm!!il‘:lS(tZ)
| Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) “Dhaka Warriors” colleagues The board has taken the deci-  this kind of tournament,”" said L” ]ﬂ"“ ﬁ" a[;'mr? c{“";m' tllf lﬂli
finally cleared their position Shahriar Nafees, Alok Kapali and sion after the rebel cricketers formerskipper Roquibul Hasan. Afmp‘ the District rootba
, . , . " * ; : ciations (DFA) and Divisional
against the rebel cricketers as the  Dhiman Ghosh returned home didn't respond to their appeal to You can't stop someone to go if Football Assaclition (DVEA) sumi
game's governing body in the yesterday after attending the meetthemonmesday. he has been offered huge money. the game;
country came up with a ten-year official launch in New Delhi on "We were not available at that 1} .16 is now ICL and you never TheFAdwerefoirmad balarethls
ban for them. Tuesday. time but now we can meet them. 4 ow another big-spending tour- year's BFF election without any
BCB president Maj Gen SinaIbn The mo St success fu'l We are also avmlabl.e for national nament might take place any- representatives of government
Jamali, appearing in front of the Bangladesh skipper saltlcl that it selecngn in any time and ICL where in the world. So we have to officials according to the FIFA and
press for the first time after seven  would be painful for him to be al.lthﬂl'lty also assured us [h?“ they look at our whole system," he said. AFC statutes but the newly formed
| cricketers tendered their resigna- branded as abanned cricketer. vnll. release us fur_any lpnd of On. the Bher hand, ‘soother organisations face a stalemate as
tion letter to jolt the country's *I think the people in thiscoun-  national duty," he said adding that former national skipper Aminul grounds and facilities in the coun-
cricket, to declare the board's try will not misunderstapd us they got exceplinnal respect from P AR G TR T tryallbelongto the government.
stance after atwo-houremergency because we didn't commit any the ICL authority. difference between ten years ban After a meeting with 50 heads of
meeting at the Sher-e-Bangla crime, rather we just want to play BCB however hardly had any dalifeban R 2 the FAs at its headquarters yester-
National Stadium's offices in cricket,” said Bashar. intention to think more with the @ndad Eh af'm““‘:c;‘ ak. ¥ day, the BFF sees no other way but
| Mirpuryesterday. "It would be an unbearable cricketers who already signed with ‘.B'LB s ‘3“51 tiot ‘315“" ‘a to involve government officials in
"It is really unexpected. The pain for me to be castasabanned the ICL rather they were trying to dEUS"}" against thelr _ﬂmﬂl;’ ﬂ)’ihﬁ- thedhaneoladviky roctoitiedh
ten-year suspension is too harsh.I  cricketer after playing for my take the initiative to make sure that But still I am optimistic that they . PHOTO.STAR | to assist the FAs.
can't believe it," said a 'shell- country for so many years," added there will be no such damages in  (the players) can understand their  Bangladesh Cricket Board president Major General Sina lbn Jamali (3rd from L) briefs the press about the board'’s It was learned that the advisory
shocked' former national skipper the country’s highest Test run- thefuture. mistakes and beg mercy to the  decision on the rebel players while (L-R) Shafiqur Rahman, Gazi Ashraf Hossain, Ahmed Sajjadul Alam, MAMomen | committees will include district and
Habibul Bashar in his instant getter. The board yesterday met with huard.lt\nd :Eﬁ""f’hf bt;a”rd W_l:; and Shakil Kasem look on at the board's headquarters at Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
reaction over phone. "Idon'tunderstand why people some former national captains consider their appeal,  sai .
.Hopeﬁxll)? we (the rebel crick-  call us rebel cricketers. There were  and cricketers to take their opin-  Aminul. £ 3 3 |
rawbnamed | Brothers survive in a draw
o ® '
academystay | BCCJ distances itself |2 e
. SPORTS REPORTER the leftback who was in attacking ately showed the Brothers back a
n Comma.nd b mood throughout the game, dived second yellow card to ensure the
o . : 1 Dev. The ICL  thev did not ioin the ICL out of any | Grandmaster Abdullah Al Rakib . A topsy-turvy inside the rival penalty area under  marchingorder.
SPORTS REPORTER ‘é ' Cricket Lch;a ;aggilchgprllames Forhad sen?se of hur]t by not being inﬁtec}; was named the best sportsman of first rﬂaund of pressure from two Mohammedan The decision was not only pro-
| GP-BCB National CricketAcademy | . Reza, Monjurul Islam, Mahbubul by Indian Cricket Board-sponsored the yearwhen | the Citycell B. defenders. Heclaimed for a penalty tc§tlcd by the Oranges but also
took command on day two of the | PArIAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi Karim, Golam Mabud, andICC-approvedIndianPremiere Bangladesh Sports Writers League Endled but referee Tayeb Hasan, 'thu was Mishu, who left the ground after
second four-dayer against Sri Mohammad Rafique, Mohammad League (IPL). Association (BSWA) yesterday yesterday Wllh‘ very close to the scene, immedi- SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
Lanka Cricket (SLC) Development ¥ As the rebel Indian Cricket League  Sharif, Mosharraf Hossain and “We are professionals and we | announceditssportsawardsfor2007. PT rothers
XI at the R Premadasa Stadium in § (1CL) announced the signing of 13 Tapash Baisya. want to play and earn our liveli- Rakib will receive the SA Mohsin : .. Jnion, anmh‘f_f
Colombo yesterday. leading cricketers from Asked what impact their defec- hood," said Nafees. Trophy and is among seven sports- | Dhaka giants, failing to make most
Resuming the day on 33 for Bangladesh at a glitzy function tiontoICLwill have on cricket back Dhiman said both IPL and ICL | men, organisers, associations and | of their home match when they
gfn:ﬁur;e;sgiﬁ Er;c;:‘eduuﬁ?ﬂ E here on Tuesday, the Indian cricket home, Bashar, forone, saiditwould tournaments are big hits in | SpODsors for l_hE H_War:ds consider- ;idfﬁh“' l-ld with Chittagong
reply of the hosts' 252. &S board soughtto distanceitselffrom leave avacuumno doubtforsome- Bangladesh and 'we just want to ing their contributionin the field of DDE;E::En anc'ham Sy
Skipper Nayeem Islam led from the development saying it was an  time but there were enough talent delight the fans back home and SEE PAGE 18 COL 1 r T : Eagr, thmI:I) Muktiiod dhi
the front with an unbeaten 73 § internal matter of the neighbour- tofillthe void. make them proud by our perfor- ; zﬁdc?is uy l§5ers runnfi?s-ua
while Imrul Kayes hit 67 and Arafat § Ingcountry. Bashar, who spoke on behalf of ~ mance’. DlV II fOOtball Muhammfdan T s E
Sunny struck 63. “It does not concern with the the three other Bangladeshi crick- Kapil expressed the hope that e uintasfnurnfmeglast ar'stg
Nayeem was at the crease with | Board of Control for Cricket in eters who were present, however Bangladesh cricket would remain SPORTS REPORTER Eo p Sheikh Russel bein Yeme 4 nlp
Ziaur Rahman (13) when stumps § India (BCCI). It is an internal mat- appeared to send contradictory finewithoutthe players who joined : ' TR AT nngr foite iri':
were pulled for the day. ter of Bangladesh Cricket Board," signals. While he said they joined ICL but added 'if it affect their | Police Athletic Club beat 3 P tul e d
Mendis captured three wickets § said BCCI vice-president Rajiv ICL after applying for retirement cricketdon'tblame usforthat'. Kadamtala Sangsad 2-0 in the E'FEE“ ¢ upenmgri:nunl. th
for 61 runs and Masmulla bagged § Shuklalate onTuesdaynight. from Bangladesh cricket, he also The former India captain said | Second Division Football League at umtsr%it%?lsn?:b:}:;nﬁzad :EZ
“two scalps. “It's for them to study the situa-  said 'we are still ready to play for ICL has no problem of these | theKamlapurStadiumyesterday. b : e
, _ : : _ , : Barua and Amirul struck one | table by virtue of better goal differ
tion and to act accordingly”, he Bangladesh if the cricket board Bangladeshi cricketers return . : ence over Sheikh Russel and
added. allowsus'. home and play for their country as | 802l €ach to give Police a comfort- Rahmatgani
Earlier in the evening, former  Bashar refuted the charge that it was ICC and BCCI which 'boy- | 2PleVictony. | 2 v oY ‘>
: : =l o , n the day's other match at the rothers, however, not only
Bangladesh skipper Habibul they were "anti-national” by play- cotted'ICL. Armv Stadium in Banani. East End | dropped points but also lost their
Bashar, Alok Kapali, Shariar Nafees ingforICL. Kapil pointed out that last year Cubid d ‘ : ive fullback Atiqur Rahma
. A : ‘ ged past Kawran Bazar by a | Unpressive ackAtuqur Kahman
and Dhiman Ghosh were paraded We areready to serve thecoun-  ICL put together 'Lahore Badshah solitary goal scored by Ismail as | Mishu who was sent off seven
by ICL as members of its Dhaka try whenever we are called to join team comprising rebel Pakistani earlyas the 6th minute. minutes from time a rather lack- PHOTO: STAR
Warriors team in the Twenty20 thenationalside”, hesaid. cricketers and this year it is the In today's matches, Prantik face | lustre fifth game oftheleagueatthe Michael Oniya, the Nigerian striker who scored Brothers Union's equaliser against
league in the presence of former Nafees, Kapali and Dhiman said ‘'DhakaWarriors'. Sadharan Bima while T&T Club | BangabandhuNational Stadium. Chittagong Mohammedan in yesterday’s B. League, skips a sliding tackle by the
take on Gazirchot. Booked early into the first half,  portcity side's centre-back Shawkat at the Bangabandhu National Stadium.
Did U Know? | F86 4 Chel '
id U Know? elsea cruise, Roma suffer
N The word “paralympic® comes from the S a _
Latin word "para” which means "with” anc AFP, Paris The two Spanish sides in action reasonwas.” But the road to May's Rome final
"lympic” refers to the Olympic Games. also claimed all three points, Liverpool coach Rafa Benitez is certain to feature many tougher
English clubs Barcelona giving coach Pep echoed fellow perfectionist tests than this and coach Luiz
ran the rule over Guardiola a first competitive win -  Gerrard's own admission after- Felipe Scolari was determined to
their French 3-1 over Sporting Lisbon - while wards that "he played well - buthe keephisteam's feeton the ground.
counterparts on  Atletico Madrid made a triumphant  could have played better." "We know that we made many
Tuesday as return to the top European club Benitez added: "The key was to  mistakes in the second half," he
Liverpool and competition aftera 11 year absence  score a third goal and finish them said. "Wetried to attack without the
: Chelsea beat beatingPSVEindhoven3-0. off but we couldn't and we were ball and with no good combina-
Marseille and Bordeaux respec- Gerrard, not for the first time, underabitofpressureattheend.” tions between the players.
tively in the opening round of brought Liverpool back into a Marseille coach Eric Gerets was "When you play in the
Champions League group stages. match scoring with asublime effort downcast. Champions League and are win-
ASteven Gerrarddouble -taking  four minutes after Marseille had "l am very disappointed and a ning 2-0 at half ime you need to
his total to 99 for the club - saw taken the lead, and then adding a  bit angry with the result, given the workthe ball and control the game.
Liverpool to a 2-1 win over penaltybefore half-time. chances we created - more than You don't need to win 5-0, it is still
Marseille in France while Chelsea Marseille, though, could feel five. We could have pulled it off,” thesame three points.”
ran out easy 4-0 winners over harddonebynottohaveatleastgot said the Belgian, a competition Bordeaux boss Laurent Blanc
Bordeaux. a point from the encounter but a winnerasaplayerwithgrouprivals added: "We were up against a
Chelsea’s former boss Jose mixture of poor finishingand good PSVEindhoven 20years ago. superior team but we showed them
Mourinho also got off to awinning goalkeeping by Pepe Reina allowed Goals from Frank Lampard, Joe too much respect. We weren't
start as Inter Milan beat Liverpooltoholdout. Cole, Florent Malouda and Nicolas  aggressive enough. The scoreline
Panathinaikos 2-0 in Athens but "We played well in the first half Anelka ensured Chelsea made a saysitall.”
2 A e ;he;e ra§ :ln ;Lgcl& fate 1‘1::1;1 Inter's but thgr;}ﬁfcy p(iinchssé}backi;me winging r;:tuén to Edumpean action The scoreline said it all too for AS
ndian Cricket League chairman Kapil Dev (C) talks to rebel Banaladeshi # erie A rivals oma who went  secon , admitted Gerrard. at Stamford Bridge just four Roma coach Luciano Spallett as he
Nafees, Dhiman Ghosh and l-lr.ml:lbl.llBI:'ashard‘ur?ngapres'.'.1::r.mm'enren?:vzatt:szamr'|:::f:':i::l‘:Tliffla(itr:-‘::)hﬁ;all?ilfzll."::I;?:::;s?:r:azh:r‘:::llr Spchid g Bt Lot 7 S 3 D S D R SRy ST o i s pTa Rty | contempisted s ol e dnpte
induction of the tournament's ninth team Dhaka Warriors in New Delhi on Tuesd League debutants Cluj - for whom  second-half and we will have to  Champions League final defeat to  humiliating results duringhis tenure.
wleinion luesaday, Juan Culio notched adouble, have alook atthat and see whatthe Manchester United. SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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L V : ers speak out on player exodus
I
) It is really tragic that ' : : : : :
| showed eztreni bad p;?fiﬂaaﬁcr: g[.:;g?fu{:fhﬁhv:fﬂaﬁ; gt::;);lnever ﬂzn":ﬂﬂig*ﬂr:i?fc;:nwhas cricket fromApocalypse. any other discipline, when l)e 1S The players have every ﬁght_m Bangladesh. We do not need unfit
p in the last couple of series. Players i2 axmgmm valuz o : : ensu;e Rissst Baih called upon to perfntnn national Ie;_ave a cn_cket bua_rq _tht main- players like Shahriar Nafees. He's
3 including the management tried to -Omiu_Chmvdhury £ S e Ear etmustbe o\ 0o crer University duty but at the same time we must  tains very little credibility, is highly not done anything against top
N show excuses, gaps and holes for Fredericksburg, Virginia : A ﬂ:’ EE::’E"" by itself. The Ontario, Canada ensure a social security so that he  dysfunctional, politically tainted teams only scoring more runs
: = | the poor performance but in my ' S Il:asj;: i mESY EEPIUYEG by can give his best for the country&go  and overbearing onits players. The ~ againstminnows.
< B | opinion the best coach, manage- There is one undeniable force that b kco only cost the consum- The reason for my e-mail fs the out with his head high. Itisalwaysa  players have had vents with the I can understand why Habibul
ment in the world would not help  affectsmostofhuman race. At times olcricketers, itis now also causing frustration I am feeling within pride for a player to represent his  BCBforquitesometimenow,andit ~ Bashar is playing ICL. He's old and
: the players if they do not want to the magnitude of this force can beso Ejl}?rmn:s pain to an entirely myself on the state of Bangladesh country. We have seen players just seems the cricket board is gave everything to us. There's
: learn and mend their mistakes and  !arge that it can even lead someone Erg;t emographic group. cricket. I am not particularl fallinglike nine-pinsatsweetwillsof  more interested in fluffy talk to the  nothing more he can do. But what
truly play the game with theirheart 10 betray his own country. We like to et It is unduubtec!ly the talking about the performance u)l: our selectors and this has givenrise  media, rather than getting any guaranteethathe score runs there?
5 and soul callit the power of money. g;:n fasdt ;Pﬂf:f body inside the teamn .on the field. but the ° uncertainty amongst juniors significant development on I am shocked by attitude of
Even though the players have From the latest report from sevegei Eﬂk fﬂ“ fYEl_ HCC}JSEd of sttuatlon of uncertainryl rdate. Vel and BCB has already started course. It should not take a foreign  Aftab and Kapali. They didn't
made their own decision I truly SOme national dailies it is almost SE]Eéﬂﬂ?lc ‘;HPW lf::lglnalismi::The involved with Bangladesh criget is retaliating by calling back some of coach to see through all the understand their stardom. Money
b:uevg that it did come to a big  confirmed that Dhiman Ghosh and i amIi) th?!rack e c‘:?g’sfmzif: facingand feeling themfrnrln on going tours. underfievelnped infrastructure of isa big issue but does it mean give
anck f?]r many fans and views of I}-}{abibu] Bashar have deserted of form players is abolutely [ am fortunate enough to have I don't understand what BCB our cricket, years after gaining test up theirname and fame?
mngla:;i ye:at;d c%csl;e;. tﬁsh {{uhn) a?gfﬁe:xsiﬁckﬁtnncﬁmdggr all. unacceptable. seen international cricket in this :‘ams t:.:Jnr extﬂects Ith[:h to do? The status. 'u'_'u?e stltll do not havegwable And lastly, Dhiman Ghosh and
BORDYTry caft oy fir youi, ask what" . Websirs; they mentions abg e . Rebels: Our country is also our ~ partof the subcontinentgrowfrom o 883 PONER, L e FIOen BRI R B Acs S amalifE I | SeTOA S KL Ao miRet gtant
you can do for your c'nuntw" I di.scove;'y ?lrli ence 5.3 (:ll'n | L mother. We do not desert our day_ R when India visited result ofineptmana I::m .t 3 dgn lmd't i e R et S A
really think that they have ¥t A e sl tha% R an ISI;]H)’ mother for the love of money. The Pakistan in 1954-55 and the tour e el P tn‘gt Enbi : » }Eessc st A colours. Thope other youngsters are
adoubtnotonly fulfill theirdutyfor empl ge}::l e a;h group has decision to stop playing for the opener was played in Chittagong. "5 ““&’ 0 dad & i:dmlnﬂ : EW many innings defeats does nmasnmveandgwed}’astheym.-
the country but also strand dm ir dph°¥ % new talent  country that spent so muchmoney Ever since that day, I have lived all  EV€TYOn€ and refiect on reality. I it take to ﬁnallg get started? It BCB must not cry over this
LucaToni S e il i s e Ed an Eplndiabecgmemenmbe‘-r on these cricketers is absolutely these years with cricket in this know itis easier said thandonebut  seems they remain unmoved till matter. Let them go. Bangladesh
(Bayern Munich's Italian striker) Bmﬂadesh: , fans an Lnrsgk:{gw c:i'icke:h nation in this unacceptable, country and have known most of Uneshnulc!kn::hwwh}'&hnwthemt Plu)’ersstartoddesertingtheteam. and cricket is bigger than these
"My goal is for us to get as far o The players represent our Bmsl;desh c?ieie ?Yﬂungslarsuf Itisashame that our countrywill  the players of national level. It ““f"eq LA LUGATEE plac_e and lfBangladESh.wamsF e 1 Sma“'"?md':dme"‘
possible. My dream is 1 win it | country at interatioral leoet. T ol oot Ucf t actorlintn this  suffer such a fate. We have come a  really hurts if you go through the ™2 b‘;“‘“:ﬁm a}:teurlndplin fixingthe Test playing nation, things better Media should forget them and
Everyone wants to play in t/. } have tarnished our image nume? has an a,,sﬂ niortunatelynoone  longway since those dark daysprior  statement of Habibul Bashar when p:ﬁ B, XL AUOULILIGR o0k th - chalgesods aiid chanpefust, be careful whom they idolise next
Champions League. I'm really look ous times yet we stand by them. We et ’l:“(;id | to Dav Whatmore era. We do not  he says, "Unsupportive structure ? ers tlu save our cricket, Let us do Enough isenough. time.
ingforward to thearmosphere. 'l || hopeand prayfor them. Leavin éth 5 ki theh““:ml?: ay *:jﬂzlf role want to encounter such fate again  ledtodecision to quit”. +OUIREIVOS. -Kaiser Tareque Pl Za it
4 G Y poRierio ire” Basgiidinh thir has Bioan big Mﬁangladesh snmse ?g'rh Id cost  and thus it is high time that ICC We must build a sense of security  -NikhilRanjan Das Baridhara, Dhaka
- ) o the most  steps up and saves Bangladesh amongst our players, be it cricket or Chittagong Actually this is good for ' 5‘“ PAGE 18 COL &




