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Pakistanis, Afghans must
lead fight along border

Zardari holds talks with Brown

AFP, London

Pakistan and Afghanistan must
take the lead in clamping down on
violent extremism stemming from
their border region, Britain's
Gordon Brown and Pakistan
President Asif Ali Zardari said after
talks Tuesday.

While not referring specifically
to recent alleged US incursions
into Pakistan's frontier tribal areas,
they said the international com-
munity could help Kabul and
[slamabad.

“The prime minister and
President Zardari agreed that the
UK and Pakistan had a shared

agenda in tackling violent
extremism in both countries,”
they said in a joint statement
after talks in Brown's Downing
Street olfice.

Theynoted "a particularly acute
problem with extremism emanat-
ing from the Afghanistan/Pakistan
border region. This had an impact
on Pakistan as much as anywhere
else, but was also impacting on UK
forces in Afghanistan.”

The two men added that "it was
for the governments of Pakistan
and Afghanistan to lead the efforts
to combat this extremism, with the
support of the international com-
munity.

‘In this context, the prime
minister welcomed the early meet-
ing between Presidents Zardari and
(Afghan President Hamid) Karzai
and the prospect of improved
practical co-operation between the
governments of Pakistan and
Afghanistan on their mutual vul-
nerability to violent extremism,”
they said.

US and Afghan officials say
Pakistan's tribal areas are a safe
haven for al-Qaeda and Taliban
rebels who took sanctuary there
after the fall of the Taliban regime
inlate 2001,

al-Qaeda chief Osama bin
Laden and his deputy, Ayman al-

Zawahiri, are widely believed to be
hiding in the mountainous region.

Pakistan vowed Sunday to
defend itself against violations of
its air space and incursions by US
forces from Afghanistan,

Missile strikes targeting
Islamic militants in Pakistan's
rugged tribal areas in recent
weeks have been blamed on US-
led coalition forces or CIA drones
based in Afghanistan, although
the US has not admitted respon-
sibility.

Civilian deaths in these attacks
have stirred local anger and
strained the relationship between
Washington and Islamabad.
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PHOTO: AFP
Police investigate the wreckage of a bus damaged in an explosion in Colombo yesterday. Tamil Tiger rebels set off a power-
ful bomb inside a public bus in the centre of the Sn Lankan capital, wounding four people, the defence ministry said.

INTERNATIONAL

PHOTO AFP

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown (L) greets Pakistan President Asif Ali

Zardari on the steps of 10 Downing Street in London yesterday. Zardari held
talks with British Prime Minister Gordon Brown on Tuesday on the conten-

tious issue of militancy in tribal areas along the Afghan border.

@he Daily Star

Indian home minister
ready to quit

P11, AP, New Delhi

Under attack over his handling of
internal security, Home Minister
Shivraj Patil has said that he will
quitthe post if the Congress leader-
ship is not with him.

He took exception to the criti-
cism over his changing clothes
thrice while appearing before the
media on Saturday after the Delhi
blasts and said "you criticlse his
policies, you don't criticise his
clothes",

Noting that there was no point
staying on in the post if the leader-
ship was not with him, Patil said, "]
am notin much demand. I am here
justbecause of them (leadership).

'l have no group either. .It's
only that the leadership supports
me that I continue to stay here,” he
told NDTV.

Responding to the criticism, he
said "...I live in a clean, neat man-

ner. If 1 don’t get angry with the
people... If I keep my cool when it is
necessary to keep cool... When
such incidents happen, you find
fault with me. And if they are doing
it, do you expect me to reply to that
kind of criticism”,

The Home Minister furthersaid,
‘I will leave it to the people w
judge. You judge yourself. Is this the
correct way of criticising a politi-
CAATL. reets

Meanwhile, India’s defence
minister suggested Monday that
archrival Pakistan may have aided
the people responsible for a series
of explosions in the capital over the
weekend thatkilled 21 people.

"Militants are getting support
from across the border and it is a
fact,” Defence Minister AK Antony
told reporters in New Delhi,
responding to a question about
possible Pakistani involvement in
the blasts. "It is a matter of serious
concern.”

Bombs kill 35 in Iraq

AP, Baghdad

A suicide bomber blew herself up
Monday among police officers who
were celebrating the release of a
comrade from US custody, killing
at least 22 people, Iraqi officials
said. Separate bombings in Iraq
killed 13 other people.

The suicide attack happened in
Diyala, a province northeast of
Baghdad where Sunni insurgents
have carried out persistent attacks
despite security gains elsewhere in the
country. The female bomber targeted
the home of a police commissioner
who had been detained by American
troops for allegedly cooperating with
the MahdiArmy, a Shia militia.

Maj Gen Abdul-Karim al-
Rubaie, the military commander in
Diyala, said most of the 22 fatalities
were police and that 33 people
were wounded in the evening
attack in Balad Ruz, 45 miles north-
east of Baghdad. Two police cap-

11 killed in clashes between
Hamas and Gaza clan

.AFP, Gaza City

At least 11 people were killed yes-
terday when Hamas-run security
forces clashed with a powerful local
family in Gaza City, Palestinian
security officials said.

The fighting, in which another 40
people were wounded, erupted
when Hamas police moved to arrest
three members of the Doghmush
clan accused of gunning down a
police officer on Monday.

The 11 people killed included at
least one police officer and nine
members of the Doghmush family,
Islam Shahwan, a spokesman for
the Hamas-run interior ministry,

told reporters.

The three men the police had
been searching for -- Jamil, Saeb,
and Ibrahim Doghmush -- were all
killed in the fighting, he said, add-
ing that they were wanted in a
"criminal case.” Another 15 people
were arrested.

Witnesses said they heard heavy
gunfire and the blasts of rocket-
propelled grenades in the city's
Sabra neighbourhood, a clan
stronghold, after Hamas-run
forces had sealed off the area the
night before.

Several members of the
Doghmush clan, one of the most
powerful families in the impover-

ished coastal siripy are suspected of
belonging to the Army of Islam, a
small shadowy armed group
inspired by al-Qaeda.

The Army of Islam was behind
the kidnapping of BBC reporter
Alan Johnston in 2007 and along
with Hamas and another small
group claimed responsibility for
the capture of an Israeli soldierin a
deadly cross-borderraid in 2006.

Since Hamas seized power in
Gaza in June 2007 after routing
forces loyal to Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmud Abbas it has had
tense relations with the group that
have occasionally spilled over into
street clashes.
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tains and three lieutenant colonels
were among the dead, said a police
officer who requested anonymity
because he was not authorised to
release the information.

The US military confirmed that
the bomber was a woman but gave
a lower casualty toll, saying 17
Iraqis were killed, including the
city's deputy chief of police, and
eightother people were wounded.

Al-Rubaie said police had gath-
ered to celebrate Iftar, the meal that
breaks the sunrise-to-sunset fast
during the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan, with Adnan Shukr al-
Timimi, a police commissioner
who was held at US-run Camp
Bucca, a detention centre in south-
ern Iraq. Al-Timimi, who had
invited friends and relatives to a
banquet, and his parents and two
children were among the dead, a
hospital official said on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak to the media.

Ailing Suu Kyi accepts
food rations: Myanmar

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar's detained democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi has
accepted food rations for the first
time in a month, an official said
Tuesday, after her doctor found her
so weak that he placed her on a
drip.

The doctor administered intra-
venous fluids Sunday to the 63-
year-old Nobel Peace Prize winner,
who has been confined to her
lakeside Yangon home for most of
the last 19 years, the official said.

"She accepted her food supplies
Monday evening, after she was
given a drip by her doctor, who
found that she was too weak on
Sunday,” the official told AFP,

' speaking on condition of anonym-

ity.

Her lawyer Kyi Win on Monday
described her as "malnourished”
after she had refused to accept her
daily rations since August 16.

Her National League for
Democracy (NLD) party released
a statement Tuesday saying that

' she was not staging a hunger

strike, but was eating "thriftily”
from the small supplies stored in

. her home.

However, the NLD said that her
health was weakening because she

had given most of the stored food to
herailing housekeeper,

"Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
eating thriftily because she gave
her food to her housekeeper, Daw
Khin Khin Win, who is not in good
health,” the statement said, using
an honorific before her name.
"Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's health is
weakening."

Khin Khin Win and her daughter
stay voluntarily in the home to care
for the woman known here simply
as "The Lady." The maid's daughter
was hospitalised on Friday with
kidney problems.

Concerns for Aung San Suu Kyi's
health have mounted over the last
month.

The lawyer Kyi Win has also
denied that she was on a hunger
strike, but said she had stopped
accepting food deliveries to press
for greater human rights.

Her action came amid a rare |

series of meetings with Kyi Win to
discuss filing a formal legal appeal
againstdetention.

Kyl Win has also been in talks
with military officials on loosening
the terms of her confinement, by
allowing her to receive magazines
and letters from her family, or
allowing her maids to move freely
in and outofherhome.
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UN rights chief slams Afghan
civilian killings

AFP, Geneva

The top United Nations human
rights official on Tuesday slammed
growing civilian casualties in
Afghanistan as new figures showed
August was the deadliest month
since the fall of the Taliban,

UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Navi Pillay said in a
statement that 330 civilians were
killed in August, including more
than 90 deaths in one air strike by
international forces in Shindand in
the west of the country.

"This is the highest number of
civilian deaths to occur in a single
month since the end of major
hostilities and the ousting of the
Taliban regime at the end of 2001,"

shesaid.

The human rights team
attached to the UN's assistance
mission in Afghanistan said that
1,445 civilians were killed in the
first eight months of the year, up 39
percent from the same period in
2007.

More than half of these deaths --
800 killings, or 55 percent -- are
attributed to the Taliban and other
insurgent forces, which is almost
double the 462 deaths they were
held responsible for in the same
period the previous year.

"There is substantial evidence
indicating that the Taliban are
carrying out a systematic cam-
paign of intimidation and violence
aimed at Afghan civilians they
believe to be supportive of the

government, the international
community, and military forces,"
Pillaysaid.

The new UN rights chief also
voiced concern at the use of air
strikes by US and other interna-
tional forces and urged greater
efforts to avoid civilian casualties.

Of the 1,445, some 395 civilians
were killed in air strikes, including
47 dead when missiles hit a wed-
ding party in Nangahar province
on July 6, and 92 people, mostly
children, in the Shindand incident.

“There is an urgent need for
better coordination between
Afghan and international mili-
tary forces to ensure the protec-
tion of civilians and welfare of
war-affected communities,”
Pillay said.

PHOTO: AFP

Leader of India's Trinamool Congress (TMC) party Mamata Banerjee gestures as she addresses a sit-in demonstra-
tion in front the main entrance of the Tata small car plant at Singur, some 40km north of Kolkata yesterday opposing
the economic and rehabilitation package announced by the West Bengal government.

ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED
(An enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Ashuganj, B.Baria-3402, Bangladesh.

Memo No. APSCL/Pro-01/2008/1274

date : 15/09/2008

“Invitation For International Tender ”

01. | Ministry/Division Ministry of power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Power Division

02. | Agency Ashuganj Power Station Co. Ltd.

03. | Procuring Entity Name Convener, Procurement Committee, APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Bana.

04. | Procunng Entity District Brahman Bana, Bangladesh

05. | Inwitation for Rewinding, installation, testing and commussioning of 1850KW 3 Phase
squirrel cage induction motor for Generator Division of APSCL

06. | Invitation Ref No Memo No.APSCL/Pro-12008/1274

07. | Date 15/092008

08. | Procurement Method Open International Tendering Method.

09. | Source of Funds APSCL’S Own Fund.

10. | Tender Publication Date 17/09/2008

11. | Tender Last Selling Date 02/11/2008 during ofTice hour

12. | Tender Closing Date and

03 /1172008 at 12:.00 Noon

Time

13, | Tender Opening Date and 03/11/2008 at 12:30 PM
Time

14. | Name & Address of the
Offices

a. -Selling Tender Documents.

(9* floor), Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.

(1) Director(Purchase), Bangladesh Power Development Board, WAPDA Bhavan

(ii) Manager (Finance), APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Bana.

b. | Receiving & Opening Tender

Office of the Convener, Procurement Commuttee, APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria

Documents
15. | Eligibility of Tenderer Renowned Tenderer having experience of Rewinding of motor as specified in
the Tender Document.
16.
::; Name of Item Price of Tender Documents Awount of Tendes Security E;npiet:m
a. Rewinding, installation, | Non refundable Tk. 1,000/- USS 1,400.00 or BDT98,000.00 150 days
testing and commissioning In favour of Ashugan) In favour of Ashuganj Power Station from the
of 1850KW 3 Phase squirrel Power Station Company Company Limited in the form of Pay date of
cage induction motor for | Limited in the form of Pay Order / Bank Draf/ Bank Guarantee | motor hand
Generator Division of APSCL Order / Bank Draft from from any schedule Bank of over
any schedule Bank of Bangladesh
Bangladesh
17. | Name of official Inviting Md. Abdus Samad
| Tender :
18. | Designation of official Convener, Procurement committee
Inviting Tender
19. | Address of official Inviting Ashuganj Power Station Co. Ltd. Ashuganj,B-Baria, Bangladesh.
Tender
20. | Contract details of official Tel : 0088 08528 74033  Fax :0088 08528 74044,
Inviting Tender E-mail: procurement@apscl.com , Website : www.apscl.com
21. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders

T \on 08

Procurement Comll.illﬁc_.

APSCL, Ashugani, B-Bana,
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