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Satkhira Jamaat
leader sued for
‘corruption’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira
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Jamaat leader Maulana Abdul
Gaffar, also chairman of Kushkhali
Union Parishad (UP), was sued h}f a
woman member yesterday for

alleged corruption including toll ST'&E'F'_CGRRESPON[ENT‘ ANRIrS

collection and bribery.

Kushkhali UP member Hasina
Banu, elected from reserved seats
of wards 4.5 and 6 in 2003 filed the
case with Satkhira Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court.

Hasina said she paid Tk 3,000 to
the accused who had demanded Tk
20,000 as bribe from her in
exchange of work and sanctioning
VGF cards and widow and elderly
allowance.

After hearing, the court asked
judicial magistrate M A Syeed (0
probe the matter and submit a
report by November 23, court
sources said.

On contact, Maulana Abdul
Gaffar denied the allegations saying
ita 'conspiracy’' to defame him.

Worst hit by the Sidr on November
15 last year, Southkhali union
under Sharankhola upazila of
Bagerhat district now sees severe
food crisis and many people are
reportedly suffering from various
diseases resulting from starvation
and semi-starvation.

Lack of employment opportu-
nity coupled with absence of relief
for the Sidr-hit people during the
last three months has worsened
the situation, locals said.

Ravaged by the cyclonic storm
Sidr in November last year,
Southkhali is yet to recover from
the blow and now people of the
area are in the grip of severe food

crisis. said UP Chairman Anwar

NAT

Hossain Panchayet

Mostof the relief goods were not
properly distributed among
deserving Sidr-hit people, the UP
chairman said.

Latera group of touts misappro-
priated a major quantity of relief
goods by giving wrong information
to authorities of different non-
government organisations like
WEP, CARE, Brac, Muslim Aid (UK),
Bank Asia and Red Crescent
Society, he said,

Freedom fighter Ali Hasan and
Abdur Rob Howlader of Bogi village
of Southkhali union said 90 per cent
people are facing food crisis in the
area as they have no scope to engage
Inincome generating activities.

Food crisis may lead to a num-
berofdeaths from starvation as it is

Food crisis grips Sidr-hit
Southkhali

No work, no relief

quite impossible to cope with
current price hike of essentials
including rice, said Motaleb
Munshi, Sultan Fakir and Shiuli
Begum of Khurhiakhali village of
Southkhali union.

As distribution of relief goods
including rice and lentil has
remained suspended for the last
three months the situation has taken
a serious turm and the children are
the worst sufferers, they said.

Asked about the situation,
Sharankhola UNO Khandaker
Zahirul Islam said, “I will try my
level best to address current food
crisis at Southkhaliunion,

“1 will ask for food aid from
district administration and request
NGOs to resume relief distribution
inthe area.”
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Panama ship

salvaged after
2 weeks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Panama flag bearer MV Vinashin
Iron, which ran aground on
September 2 in a shoal near Hiron
Point, was refloated yesterday.

The ship was on the way to
Mongla Port from a port of the
Philippines carrying 16,243
tonnes of urea fertliser imported
by BCIC from China.

MV Vinashin reached the port's
outer anchorage at around 3:30pm
and started unloading fertiliser at
4:.00pm, said Commander Enamul
Haque, harbour master of Mongla
Port Authority.

The crew of the MV Vinashin are
safe and sound, said the harbour
master who monitored the situa
tion round-the-clock to guide the
salvage operation.

No damage was done o fertiliser
due to the accident, he said, adding
thatsome 4,000 tonnes outof 16,243
tonnes of urea had been unloaded
toreduce weightoftheship.

Setback in BIWTC service
on Dhaka-Khulna route

Most steamers decrepit ahead

of Eid

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Rocket steamer service of
Bangladesh Water Transport
Corporation (BIWTC) on Dhaka-
Khulna route has become irregular
as vessels often go out of order on
the way while a few are docked for
repair.

MV Sela, the screw type vessel
of BIWTC, went out of order on
Sunday night at Bhasanchar one
hour after leaving Barisal port on
its way to Dhaka, BIWTC sources
said.

As the shaft with propellers of
the vessel failed to operate, more
than five hundred passengers on
board had to be evacuated by other
launches plying the route.

Sela was taken to dock for repair
yesterday and now there is little
hope to get it back for smooth
service before the Eid.

Paddle steamer PS Mahsud that
joined the service on August 1 this
year after four months on dock for
TEMY P AN S LAB AT WAtH AFAN I RO
service the same day after 1t went
out of order twice and caused
accident duringits trip.

It is uncertain when this vessel

may join the rocket service fleet
before the Eid.

PS Lepcha, PS Turn and PS
Ostrich ply the route but the first
two vessels may be docked at any
time as they are in very bad condi-
tions, BIWTC sources said.

While smooth running of regu-
lar services and their timely arrival
to destinations has become uncer-
tain, arrangement of special trips
during the Eid vacation has
become all the more difficult,
Khalid Newaz, manger of BIWIC
Barisal station, said.

Sonargaon, a ferrybaoat of the
railway department, which is
usually hired by BIWTC for special
service on Dhaka-Khulna route
ahead of Eid, is now on a dockyard
for repair while the corporation is
yet to collect any vessel for special
trips on the occasion, he said.

[t has become very hard for
BIWTC to maintain regular timeta-
ble of daily services on Dhaka-
Chandpur-Bacisal-Jhalakath)
Pirojpur-Mongla-Khulna route,
the longest river transportation
route of the country, said a high
official.
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PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA

Fire Service men douse in water agitating jute mill workers, who were dispersed by police near Crescent Jute Mills in
Khulnato foil their self-immolation bid yesterday.

Jute workers' self-immolation
bid foiled in Khulna

| STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulng |

Police yesterday foiled earlier
announced 'self-immolation
programme' of Jute Mill Workers'
Development Committee.

As 30 workers of Crescent, Star
and Platinum Jubilee jute mills,
wearing shrouds and carrying
plastic jars filled with kerosene,

started proceeding towards the
canopied dais on the premises of
Crescent Jute Mills as preparation
for the self-immolation at 11:00am,
police chased them away.

Fire Service men were called to
douse jute mill workers who
brought out a procession on
Khalishpur BIDCroadat11:45am.

When police warned them of

Tender Notice

Sealed Quotations are invited from bonafide manufacturers/
dealers/distributors/contractors for supply and install for
the following Equipments & Accessories of Pan Pacific
Sonargaon. The detail Specifications, terms and conditions
are mentioned in the Tender Schedule.

SI.No. Name of the items

Quantity

Group - A

01. Supply, Fitting & Fixing of

Approx. 2200 sft.

Marble
02. Money Counting Machine (Re-Tender) 01 no.
Group - B
01. Dry Clean Machine (Re-Tender) 01 no.
02. Garments Drier 01 no.
03. Alluminium Glass Covering, 01 lot.
04. Chafing Dish Charring Trolley 02 nos.
05. High Speed Buffing Machine 01 no.

Interested bidders can obtain tender schedule from the
Purchasing Department on submission of a letter on their
respective letterhead from September 18, 2008 to
September 26, 2008 for Group-A and September 18,
2008 to October 10, 2008 for Group-B during office
hours on payment of Tk. 100 for Sl no-2 of Group-A
Tk. 300 for Sl no-3, 4 & 5 of Group-B, Tk. 500 for
Sl. no-2 of Group-B and Tk. 1000 for SL. no-1 of Group-A
& SI. no. 1 of Group-B (non-refundable).

The quotations will be received up to 02:00 p.m. on
September 29, 2008 for Group-A, and will be opened
on the same day at 02:30 p.m. in presence of the bidders,
if any. The quotations for the Group-B will be received
up to 02:30 p.m. on October 12, 2008 and will be opened
on the same day at 03:00 p.m. in presence of the bidders,

if any.

Pan Pacific Sonargaon authority reserves the right to
accept/reject any tender in part orin full orall the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Purchase Manager, Tel. (880) 2 8111005, (Extn : 4164)

PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON @

Dhaka

legal action for violating emer-
gency power rules, thé agitating
workers held back.

The law enforcers also assured
them of resolving the crisis within
the shortest possible time.

At one stage, Khalishpur indus-
trial belt became highly tense.
Roadside shopkeepers closed their
shops out of panic.

Later at 1:30pm Khulna
Metropolitan Police Deputy
Commissioner Shahadat Hossain
sat with leaders of Jute Mill
Workers' Development Committee
in front of Crescent Jute Mills to
discuss matters relating to eight-
pointdemand of workers.

He announced through micro-
phone quoting Jute Adviser
Anwarul Igbal as saying that arrear
wages of workers would be paid
before Eid-ul-Fitr.

“We have decided to postpone
our self-immolation programme
till September 27 after getting
assurance of the jute advisor
through deputy commissioner of
KMP" said Gazi Masum, convenor
of Jute Mill Workers Development
Committee.

Tk 68 crore is needed to pay
arrear wages for workers of seven
jute mills in Khulna-Jessore indus-
trial belt, Gazi Masum said.

Arrest of 2 BNP
men demanded
in Rajshahi

RU CORRESPONDENT

Residents and traders at Gourhanga
in Rajshahi city at a press confer-
ence held at a local restaurant yes-
terday demanded arrest of two BNP
men who are involved in killing, toll
collection, smuggling and land
grabbingforalong time.

BNP activist Sarwar Zahan
Polash and Dipu Sarker, former
Jubo Dal president of Ward No 13,
took an attempt to kill a contractor
named Dubloo while snatching
money from him in the same area
during Four-party Alliance rule,
theyalleged.

The two are the main accused in
Azhar murder case, they said.
Azhar was killed on July 28, 1987.
Several criminal cases were filed
against them with Boalia Police
Station, they said.

Sharif Khan, a local business-
man who read out a written state-
ment at the conference said the
two had demanded Tk 1 lakh from
him and another businessman
Helal Khan.

Police arrested them on
September 08. But they were
released from jail.

Among others, former ward
commissioner Osman Khan, busi-
nessmen Asraf Khan, AHM
Kamruzzman Mukul, Belel Hossain,
Delwar Hossain and Ali Hossain
were presentat the press conference.

When contacted, Polash refuted
the allegations saying his rivals
have circulated false information
to journalists.

NAL

15 deer in Jamuna Eco Park

die of heart attack!

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Strajgan)

Three more deer in Jamuna Eco
Park in Sirajganj died on Saturday
due to alleged carelessness of
park authorities.

With these the casualty figure
rose to 15 so far, official sources
said.

Seven deer were released in the
park during its inauguration on
March 9 this year as part of a
beautification programme. Next
day, seven more deer were
released.

After a few days, 12 deer out
of the 14 went missing. The
Park authorities claimed that
some of the deer died from
different diseases, while others
killed or driven out by foxes
and dogs.

Therest two deer fell sick. They
are housed in a bamboo made
cage in the park, virtually without
any treatment, some sources
claimed.

Al last, five more deer were
bought from Khandakar Azizul
Haque of Rajnarayanpur in Bera
upazila of Pabna district on
September 10 and were released
in the Park.

Three of the five newly pro-
cured deer died couple days ago.

Some sources in the park
authorities claimed that they died

@he Baily Star

PHOTO' STAR
Two of the remaining four deer, one of them with a defective leg, in a

bamboo-made cage inJamunaEco Park.

from reaction of the injection

pushed for carrying them
park.

Quoting autopsy report

there dead deer, Range Officer
Abdus Sattar said they died from

‘heartattack’,

After autopsy, their bodies
were buried and their skin pre-

served in the park, he said.

During a visit to the park yes-
terday, this correspondent saw

10 the

also sick and kept in the
of the

notwell, sources there said.

When contacted, Azit Kumar
Rudro, Divisional Forest Officer
in Pabna refuted the allegation
of carelessness by park authori-
ties in looking after the ani-

mals.

that the rest two of the deer
brought on September 10 were

cage along with two other sick
deer. Condition of the four deer is

same

Take action against syndicates

to check price spiral
Speakers demand at Rajshahi CAB meeting

RU CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion meeting
here yesterday expressed deep
concern over price spiral of essen-
tials and sale of stale and adulter-
ated food during Ramadan.

They urged the government to
implement the Consumer
Protection Act, approval recently
by the caretaker government.

The meeting was organised by
Rajshahi district unit of
Consumer Association of
Bangladesh (CAB).

Dr Nasrin Lubna, vice presi-
dent of CAB Rajshahi presented
the main keynote paper on dis-
cussion.

Rajshahi Deputy

Police

A high-power task force with

Commissioner (west) Sajjadur
Rahman was the chief guest at
the meeting presided over by
Rajshahi CAB president Kazi
Gias.

Shah Azam Shantonu, associ-
ate professor of Marketing depart-
ment of Rajshahi University, local
daily Sonali Sangbad editor Liakat
Ali, and Bangladesh Standards
and Testing Institution (BSTI)
Deputy Director Khademul Islam
alsospoke

They urged the government
to take steps against syndicates
who control prices and create
same opportunity for all
importers.

units in districts should be formed
to monitor markets, they said.

Local administrations, law
enforcing agencies and BSTI
should intensify drives against sale
of stale, adulterated and unauthor-
ised foods during Ramadan, they
said.

Rajshahi Deputy Police
Commissioner Sajjadur Rahman
told the meeting that police moni-
toring of marker would be
strengthened to keep prices stable.

Civil society member, goveérn
ment officials, NGO representa-
tives, businessman, teachers and
journalist also took part in the
discussion.
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