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race against the clock

AP, Galvesron

Rescue crews canvassed neighbour-
hoods inundated by [ke's storm
surge early yesterday, racing against

paramedic Stanley Hempstead of his
10-foot tumble onto the garage floor.
Jack and his family had taken refuge
in the room, loaded with blankets
and other supplies. As rescuers

broken loose and smashed into
homes.

Everything from red vinyl
barstools to clay roof tiles littered the
landscape. Some homes were

THE NATION/ ANN, Bangkok

Key figures in Thailand’s ruling ?

People Power Party (PPP) agreed

Saturday to support deputy leader |
Somchai Wongsawat as its candidate |

for prime minister, a high-ranking
party source said.

The decision was reached at |
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Five-year-old Jack King escaped
serious injury when storm surge sent
a rush of water that washed out the
first floor of his family's Galveston
home just two blocks from the bay.

"I falled in the attc,” Jack told

Katrina a lot of torn up homes and
flooded stuff,” he said of the infa-
mous hurricane that struck New
Orleans just more than three years
ago. On one side of the Galveston
peninsula, a couple of barges had

brought them to dry ground.

Big-wheeled dump trucks,
boats and helicopters were at the
ready to continue searching hard-
hit Galveston and Orange County
atdaybreak Sunday.

after PPP leader Samak Sundarave;)
dropped his bid to become PM
again. Samak was disqualified by

e

court orderlast week. |
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Pieces of the crashed Aeroflot-Nord Boeing 737 lay on the ground at the

place of its accident in Perm yesterday. The jet crashed near a Ural moun- |
tains city killing 2/l 88 passengers and crew on board, after reportedly catch- |
ing fire in the sky. |

'Iraq close to security
agreement with US'
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ment, Hoshyar Zebari told journal- |
ists on the sidelines of an interna-
tional security conference in
Geneva.

“It is up to the political leader-
ship now to make a political deci- |
sion,” he said, adding that the talks
had been hard, but friendly and |
cooperative.

The United States and Iraq are
nearing an accord which could
Pave the way for large-scale US
U00p withdrawals by 2011, Iraq's
foreign minister said Saturday

"We have a single text, a final
draft” of 4 US-Iraqi security agree-




