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Kendra on “Close Up 1”

Songs of Swadhin Bangla Betar
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Patriotic and inspirational
songs played on Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra during the
Liberation War boosted the
morale of the Freedom Fighters
and a nation awaiting inde-
pendence. The top 12 contes-
tants of Close Up 1: Tomakei
Khujchhey Bangladesh are
vying for the audiences’ atten-
tion and their votes with sing-
ing the timeless Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra classics.
The first episode of the
"Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra
Round" was aired on ntv last
Friday. As the contestants sang
the motivational songs, photo-
graphs and clips featuring the
Liberation War and scenic
images of Bangladesh emerged
on the LED screen in the back-
ground. Noted artistes of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra -
- Apel Mahmud, Mala Khan
and Shujeo Shyam -- attended

Keys hits the right notes in “Bees”

Queen Latifah, Jennifer Hudson and Alicia Keys in The Secret Life of Bees.

Transitioning from the music to
the movie business is never easy
for any artiste (although it's
inherently easier than going from
mavies to music), but when the

the day after the Toronto Inter-
national Film Festival premiere
of “Bees."

Based on the novel by Sue
Monk Kidd, "Bees" tells the story

She doesn't initially trust Lily and
is full of her own issues, such as
being fearful of marrying herloyal
boyfriend Neil (Nate Parker from
“The Great Debaters”). Keys said

Bythewood ("Love & Basketball®)
to cast her in the movie adapta-
tion, Keys thinks the finished
product is so moving because
viewers can see their own lives
within the iconic characters. She
notes, "No matter if you are a man
or awoman or if you are black or if
you are white or however you
were raised, whatever religion,
it's about this general feeling of
the human experience... and how
you find yourself through itall.”

Her own superb performance
in the film has proved that Keys
has much more than the limited
range she needed to play a hired
gunin "Smokin’ Aces” or Scarlett
Johansson's best friend in "The
Nanny Diaries.” In fact, she's
already lined up a follow-up
project that she wouldn't reveal
after her current tour winds
down this December.

Keys ended up speaking to
the press much earlier in the day
than her "Bees" co-stars
because her afternoon and
night would be spent shooting
the music video for, "Another
Way to Die,” the title song for
the new James Bond film
"Quantum of Solace.”" She
teamed up with the White
Stripes’ Jack White to pen and
record the duet, and had just
approved the piano she would
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young contestants. Results will interview. She also admits she

Clockwise (from top-left): Apu, Dina, Shaju, Leon, Atik and Parul -- contestants who have performed in
the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra Round last Friday.
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be aired tonightat9:30 pm.

The top 12 contestants are
Purno, Bappy, Shaju, Liza, Apu,
Atik, Tasmi, Shashi, Parul,
Poran, Leon and Dina. Six of
them have performed last
Friday. The rest will perform
the next Friday.

after her performance in "The

Secret Life of Bees," Alicia Keys
may have joined a select group of
musicians such as Will Smith and
Barbra Streisand who became
(rue crossover superstars by
forging legit movie careers.

"I am very excited about this
film. Yesterday I was jumping off
the walls like a crazy person. I'm
just really proud of it," Keys said
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runs away from her fatherto try to
discover the truth about herlong-
lostmother. Her journey takes her
to the three Boatwright sisters,
August (Queen Latifah), May
(Sophie Okonedo) and June
(Alicia Keys), who run a honey-
making business and, as you'd
expect, have a lot of life lessons to
share. As June, Keys plays the
most sceptical and guarded sister.

time in her life.

"A lot of her thoughts are my
thoughts in a lot of ways, but
obviously she's even more
extreme in her protection for her
family and herself, and that was a
very interesting thing to discover
about myself, " Keys says.

A long-time fan of the book
who literally begged Fox Search-
light and director Gina Prince-

got a sneak peek of the movie a
few days before and described it
as "offthe chain.”

“The movie starts with this

crazy car chase scene and it's
bananas. (Then) it starts with the

song and it's just perfect. Per-
fect,” Keys exclaims.
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