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Khagrachhari BNP faces split

Most party leaders reject new convening committee

led by Belaye

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

t

Intra-party feud in Khagrachhari
BNP has intensified following

recent formation of a 11-member
district convening committee.

Most of the dedicated leaders
including former lawmaker Wadud
Bhuiyan are not in the 'so called’
committee headed by Belayet
Hossen Bhuiyan, party sources
said.

Already dogged by internal feud,
Khagrachhari BNP now faces a split
as the new committee led by a
'‘corrupt’ man is not acceptable to
most party men, they claimed.
Belayet Hossen Bhuiyan, president
of Ramghor upazila BNPE is the
elder brother ofWadud Bhuiyan.

The new committee was formed
atameeting held on September 5 at
the residence of Khagrachhan Hill
District Council (KHDC) Chairman
Monindra Lal Tripura.

Belayet Bhuiyan, who faces 18
corruption cases, was released on
bailon August 10.

Talking to this correspondent,
District BNP Cultural Aftairs
Secretary Belayet Hossen
Majumder said, “He (Belayet
Bhuiyan) is trying to divide the
party as part of his notorious
game.

“He wanted to be district BNP
secretary by depriving his younger
brother Wadud Bhuiyan but none
of the party men want this”, he said.

District Jubo Dal Secreatry
Saidul Islam Babul said, “We are
not bound to listen to him
(Belayet Bhuiyan). Wadud is our
leader and we are waiting for

Wadud Bhulyan

him, We will be united under
Wadud's leadership”, he said.

Freedom Fighter and BNP
leader Abu Yusuf Chowdhury
alleged that Belayet Bhuiyan
amassed Tk 15 crore property
duringfour-party alliance rule.

“Such a corrupt man can not
lead a party. We had declared him
unwanted in the district”, Abu
Yusuf said.

Mohalchhari Upazila BNP
President Abul Kalam Azad said
Belayet Bhuiyan was the gang
leader of a cadre group locally
known as G-8. The gang was used
for corruption, tender manipula-
tion, filing false cases, killing and
land grabbing. They were involved
In misappropriation of govern-
ment fund and all sorts of anti-
social activities.

“We declared him unwanted (in
the district), Azad said.

Dighinala upazila BNP secre-
tary Rafiqul Islam alleged that
most of the members of the new
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Belayet Hossen Bhuiyan

convening committee face cor-
ruption cases and they are not
BNP leaders.

“We will not accept any com-
mittee withoutWadud”, he said.

Branding Belayet Bhuiyan as a
land grabber, Panchhari Upazila
BNP secretary Belal Hossen said
none of the party men will listen to
land grabber Belayet. They can not
make such a committee without
approval of central leaders, Belal
said.

Another Upazila BNP president
seeking anonymity said Belayet
and his men tortured health assis-
tant Zarna Rani Das on August 6,
2002. Like her, Rebeka Khatun of
Taisala, Zuhura Begum of
Masterpara, Ayesa Begum of
Ramgour Bazar, Fulu Rani
Majumder and Hazera Khatun of
Jagannath Para and Nasima Akter
of Lake were tortured by Belayet
and his men.

Many leaders of BNP and
Awami League had tpo leave

Ramgarh because of Belayet
Bhulyan and his cadres.

Belayet was also behind the
murder of Jubo Leauge leader
Faruq and Yeasin, said Ramgour
Upazila Awami Leauge president

Kazi Ruhul Amin,

The new convening committee
includes president of Hindu,
Buddha, Christian Kalayan Front
Prabin Chandra Chakma and
former leaders of Samo Adhikar
Andolon Mostafizur Rahman
Millatas joint conveners,

District BNP press secretary
Mohammad Nazrul Islam,
Khagrachhari Municiplaity
Chairman Joynal Abedin, Sadar
Upazila BNP vice- president
Animesh Dewan, Jubo Dal presi-
dent Abdus Salam, organising
secretary Sanu Mong Marma,
Tripura Jubo Kallayan Aikka
Parishad president Khani Ranjan
Tripura, BNP leader Khachak
Iripura and Bangladesh Marma
Sanghatan Oikkyas Parishad secre-
tary Babusshi Chowdhury are
members of committee.

When asked, Belayet Hossen
Bhuiyan said the committee has
been formed to reactive the party in
the district.

“Wadud is in jail now. He will
run the party when freed”, Belayet
Bhuiyan said.

Asked about corruption
charges, he said court will decide
whether I am corrupt or not. He
however claimed that he is doing
everything according suggestion of
Wadud.

Belayet Bhuiyan was arrested on
February 15 last year along with his
seven cadres.

SCC prepares
draft organogram

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Six years into inception, Sylhet City
Corporation (SCC) has prepared a
draft 'SCC Recruitment Rules'
keeping provision for appointment
of 644-strong manpower.

The proposed organogram
includes appointment and promo-
tion criteria for all officials and
employees as well as their salary
structure, SCC Secretary Hasum Ur 7
Rashid Bhuiyan said, addihg that
the draft would soon be sent to the
LGRD ministry for approval

Although the then Sylhet
pourashava was made city corpora-
tion in 2002, years after the formation
of the country’s youngest division in
1994, no initiative was taken to pre-
pare an organogram to cope with the
additionalworkload foryears.

A draft organogram with a pro-
posal for 844-strong manpower was
sent to the ministry in November
last year. It was then sent to the
finance ministry, which approved a
downsized 644-strong manpower
in June this year.

When Sylhet pourasava was
upgraded into city corporation, 146
employees were working. With
larger area and rise in population,
the authorities in phases appointed
431 employees including several
officials on temporary basis to deal

Setback in shrimp sector

Tk 150cr loss in 3 months due to massive viral
infection in Satkhira farms

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Cultvation of shrimp, a major
exportearner, is facing a serious set
back in coastal Satkhira district this

. year due toatfagkofthe fishes by an

unknown viral disease.
About half of country's export-

' able shrimps are produces inn the

district.

Frustration has gripped shrimp
cultivators due to the massive
attack by the unidentified disease,
causing heavy losses to farmers.
Many of the farmers are now think-
ing to quit the business.

Once attacked, shrimps in an
enclosure dye within four to five
days, farmers said.

At least Tk 150 crore shrimps
diedin last three months, they said.

Most of the marginal farmers
are either being compelled to sell
their small-size shrimps at throw-
away prices or even sell their enclo-
sures to avoid heavy losses, they
said.

There are about 17,613 shrimp
enclosures covering 54,703 hect-
ares of land in seven upazilas of the

ing..13259 hectares,

upazila covering 3544 hectares, 744
in Tala covering 3155 hectares, 2709
in Debhata covering 9907 hectares,
5023 in Kaliganj covering 10778
hectares, 3200 in Assassuni cover-
4064 in
Shyammagar covering 14500 hect-
ares and 12 enclosures Kalaroa
upazilacovering 40 hectares.

Majority of the enclosures in the
district have been attacked with
the unknown viral infection, said
Dipak Kumar, a shrimp cultivator
at Puijala village in Assassuni
upazila.

Another farmer Khairul
Mozaffar Montu claimed that
about 95 per cent of the enclosures
have been affected by the viral
attack, causing a loss of at least Tk
150 crore to farmers.

Satkhira District Shrimp
Farmers Association President Dr
Aftabuzzaman said shrimps are
dying but prices of fries and other
inputs have increased manifold.
Many shrimp farmers are now
thinking to give up the profession,
he said.

On contact, district fisheries

with the work pressure. district. Of them, 1870 are in sadar  officer (DFO) Hasanuzzaman said
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they are trying to identify the virus,
He said they are trying to save the
sector but no effort will succeed till
the virusisidentified.

2-killed in police
‘encounter’ in

Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Two criminals were killed in sepa-
rate incidents of encounter with
police in Jhenidah on Wednesday
nightand early hours of Thursday.

They are Siraz, 28, of Paglakanai
village of the town, and Montu, 30,
of Ashwasthali village under
Jhenidah Sadar.

Acting on a tip, police cordoned
off the premises of Water
Development Board in the town to
arrest criminals when the latter
opened fire, prompting the law
enforcers to fire back, Officer-In-
Charge Kazi Wased Ali of Jhenidah
Sadar Police Station said.

Caught in crossfire, Siraz died
while his cohorts managed to flee.

Police recovered an LG and four
bullets from the spot. Siraz is
accused in four cases including two
formurder.

In the otherincident, Montu was
killed in an encounter at Ganna
Ekra field early Thursday, Officer-
in-Charge Furkan Sikdar of the
police station said.

The criminals opened fire at
police, prompting them to retaliate.
During the 30-minute shootout
that followed, Montu died in the
encounter while his cohorts man-
agedtoflee.

Constables Ezabul Islam and
Abul Hossain, who received inju-
ries during the incident, are under-
going treatment at Kotchandpur
Hospital, police said.

Police recovered a pipe gun and
four bullets from the spot. Montu is
an accused in five cases including
three for murders.

Probe into bribery
by SI begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A 3-member committee headed by
Additional Police Superintendent
Sajid Hossain yesterday visited
Kismat hotel at Zakiganj, where a
police officer was caught
Wednesday night while taking bribe.

The committee was formed to
probe arrest of ASI Harun Ur Rashid
Chowdhury for alleged bribery in a
case filed by Anto Corruption
Commission (ACC).

Additional SP Sajid Hossain told
the Daily Star yesterday evening,
“We talked to the restaurant owner,
staffand others in Zakigan) Bazar'

A team of ACC officials led by its
director at Sylher regional office Maj
Mostain Jahir, caught ASI Harun of
Zakiganj police station for allegedly
taking Tk 20,000 as bribe from a
retired army sergeant. After arrest,
Harun claimed himselfinnocent.

ACC Assistant Director Barun
Majumder Wednesday night filed
the case against Harun on charge of
taking the amount from retired
army SergeantAbul Hashim.

Two held with
bomb making
materials

OUR CORRESPONDENT, /henidah

Iwo persons were arrested from
Jhenidah town yesterday evening
along with a huge quantity of bomb
making materials.

The two are Plabon alias Pila
and Parash, They were used by
criminals and political parties for
making and throwing bombs,
police sald. They were arrested in a
rald in Chanda cinema hall in the
town,

When contacted, Jhenidah
Police Superintendent Jahangir
Hossain Matabbarsaid, the bombs
used in the recent clash between
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra League in
Jhenidah KC Collage were by the
WO persons.

They are from Baparipara area
in the the town.

Two arrested for
assaulting

plaintiff in court

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A case has been filed with Satkhira
Sadar Police Station against five
people including two accused in an
earlier case for attacking the
complainant in presence of the
trial judge in the courtroom.

The complainant came under
the attack when the accused were
coming out of the dock after the
court framed charges against them
inthe case on Thursday.

Police arrested two of the
accused -- Bellal Hossain and his
brother Nuruzzaman Khokon of
village Manikpur in Shyamnagar
upazila.

The other accused are Rahima
Khatun of village Manikpur and
Shafiqul Islam and his brother
Anowar Hossain of village
Ishwaripurin Shyamnagar upazila.

Shafiqul Islam and Anowar
Hossain fled away soon after the
incident.

Nazrul Islam of village
Ishwaripur filed the case with Sadar
Police Station against them for
assaulting him in the courtroom.

Earlier Nazrul Islam filed a case
with Shyamnagar Police Station
against his servant Bellal Hossain
and his (Nazrul) wife Rahima
Khatun accusing them of fleeing
together after stealing ornaments
and cash worth Tk 2 lakh from his
hpyse qn Jaruary 25 said sources
atcourtand police.
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B Chy suggests meeting
between Hasina, Khaleda

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Former president and chairman of
Bikalpadhara Bangladesh Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury
yesterday suggested a meeting
between chiefs of Awami Leaguer
and BNP.

A meeting between Sheikh
Hasina and Khakeda Zia keeping
national interests in mind will
resolve many problems in coun-
try’s politics. The government can
now mediate such a dialogue on
vital national interests, he said.

He was addressing a discussion
meeting held on Tangall Shaheed
Minar premises in the town.

Shamsul Haque Foundation
organised the mccting marking the
43rd death anniversary of founder
general secretary of Awami League
(AL) Shamsul Haque,

With the Foundation president
Dr  Saiful Islam Swapan in the
chair, the meeting was addressed
by, among others, prominent
cconomists Dr Ahsan Habib
Monsur, Tangail district AL general

Prof AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury

secretary Fazlur Rahman Faruque,
district BNP vice-president advo-
cate Mohammad Ali, local Krishak
Sramik Janata League president
Abu Ahmed Enayet Karim and
district JP (Ershad) vice-president
Khandakar Nazim Uddin.

Prof B Chowdhury said the
country is passing trough a crucial
period now. Only political leaders
can save the situation and restore

democracy through careful steps.

People want democracy and
election but they also want good
and honest people in parliament,
They want to get rid of money and
muscle power in politics and elec-
tion. Political leaders should realise
this, the former president said.

Badruddoza Chowdhury said
people do not want a return to pre-
1/11 situation when political par-
ties fought for power, not for
democracy or country's develop-
ment.

Political leaders should be able
to read people’'s mind in taking
decisions, he said.

Much of the problems in coun-
try's politics will be removed if
chiefs of the two parties sit together
and take judicious decisions con-
sidering interests of people and the
country, he said.

Paying tributes to the mem-
ory of Shamsul Haque, the
Bikalpa Dhara leader said politi-
cians now should evaluate his
deeds and re-establish moral
values in politics.
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yPassengerusehicles reqularly takeithe risk to avail the ferry semce at Haztpur{ep)fleqmnal on Patuakhali- K.alapa:a
road that submerges during high tide,
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