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BJP to look for
winning polls
strategy at
leadership meet

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Bangalore

The Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP)
national executive meets in
Bangalore on Friday to discuss a
winning strategy for the next Lok
Sabha polls as it looks for issues
that would find resonance with
voters in the face of a triumphal
Congress that is seeking to high-
light its policy successes over the
India-US nuclear deal.

"We will discuss the political,
economic and social situation in
the country apart from the prepa-
ration for the Lok Sabha elections,”
state BJP spokesperson and former
Lok Sabha member Dhananjaya
Kumar told IANS.

“The agenda, however, will be
fixed by the central leadership,” he
added.

Around 260 delegates will
attend the three-day meet at
Chancery Pavilion hotel on
Residency Road, one of the busiest
avenues in the central business
districtof India's IT hub.

Pakistan has 'responsibility’
to battle extremists: Bush

Pak troops kill 7 militants in tribal area

AFP, Washingror/ Khar

US President George W Bush
describe Pakistan yesterday as a
major war on terrorism battle-
ground, like Afghanistan or Iraq,
and urged Islamabad to shoulder
its "responsibility” to fight extrem-
IStS.

Bush, in remarks prepared for
delivery to the US National
Defence University and released by
the White House late Monday, was
to say all three countries "pose
unique challenges for our country”
in the worldwide conflict,

"They are all theatres in the
same overall struggle. In all three
places, extremists are using vio-
lence and terror in an attempt to
impose their ideology on whole
populations,” Bush said in the

advance text,

His message came amid media
reports of multiple strikes inside
Pakistan recently by US or interna-
tional troops based in Afghanistan,
which accuses its neighbour of
abetting or at least turning a blind
eye to cross-border violence.

"Defeating these terrorist and
extremists is in Pakistan's interest
because they pose a mortal threat
to Pakistan's future as a free and
democratic nation," Bush said in
the prepared remarks.

"Defeating these terrorist and
extremists is also Pakistan's
responsibility because every
nation has an obligation to govern
Its own territory and make certain
that it does not become a safe
haven for terror," he said.

Bush, who leaves office in late

January, said the United States and
Nato would help Pakistan battle
extremists, and expressed sorrow
for any loss of innocent life, amid
complaints in Pakistan and
Afghanistan of civilian deaths.

"Regrettably, there will be times
when our pursuit of the enemy will
result in accidental civilian deaths,
This has been the case throughout
the history of warfare, yet our
nation mourns every innocent life
lost,” Bush said,

"Every grieving family has the
sympathy of the American people,
And I have given (Afghan)
President (Hamid) Karzai my word
that America will work closely with
the Afghan government to ensure
the security of the Afghan people
while protecting innocent life,"
said the US president.

Meanwhile, Pakistani troops
backed by tanks yesterday killed at
least seven Taliban militants in a
restive tribal area bordering
Afghanistan, officials said,

The troops confronted the
rebels at Tang Khacca village in
Bajaur tribal district after advanc-
ing towards thelr Loi Sam strong-
hold where they have occupied key
government buildings for months,
theysaid.

“Seven Taliban militants have
been killed in a clash with security
forces," a local administration
official told AFP.

Paramilitary sources confirmed
the militant toll in the latest clash
and added that the forces had
regained control over urban areas
in Khar, the main town in Bajaur
tribal district.
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PHOTO: AFP

Pakistan's new President Asif All Zardari (R) together with his Afghan coun-
terpart Hamid Karzai address a joint press conference at the Presidential
Palace in Islamabad yesterday. Zardari, who took office as President and
Karzaisaid they would stand together in the fight against terrorism.

US-—Indié nuc“lear deal

faces final hurdle

Bush "hopetul’ US Congress
would endorse accord

AFP, Washington

The United States faces a final
hurdle in the implementation of a
landmark civilian nuclear pact
with India -- convincing lawmak-
ers that the deal has adequate
safeguards as prescribed by US law.
President George W Bush's
administration said Monday it was
"hopeful” the US Congress would
endorse the agreement, which
would lift a ban on nuclear trade
with India after three decades,
before his term ends in January.
But lawmakers who began a
short final session Monday ahead
of a presidential vote on

Austria and Ireland expressed
reservation about opening up
nuclear commerce with India,
which is not a member of the
nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

"Before we vote, Congress needs
to study the NSG decision, along
with any agreements that were
made behind the scenes to bring it
about,” said Howard Berman,
chairman of the House of
Representatives foreign affairs
committee.

Berman, who plays an influen-
tial role in rallying House support
for the deal, has demanded that
any final agreement must be con-

———

@he Daily Star

Shiv Sena
targets King
Khan

P11, Mumbai

After MNS Chief Raj Thackeray's
attack on Jaya Bachchan oyer
her alleged anti-Marathj
remarks, Shiv Sena has now
targeted Bollywood ‘badshah’
Shah Rukh Khan for his Delhj
origin

"Shah Rukh says he is 2
Dilliwala. If you are from Delhi,
then why have you come to
Maharashtra,” Sena Chief Bal
Thackeray said in an editorial in
party mouthpiece Saamana on
Tuesday;

“You come to Maharashtra to
earn fame and wealth but once you
have had your fill, then you will
evoke the name of the region from
where you came from. And Marathi
people are expected not to utter a
word in their own state,” the Sena
mouthpiece said.

"If you have a sense of region-
alism, then what is wrong if We
also indulged in it a bit,"
Saamana said.

'Pakistan, Afghanistan

united in terror fight'

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's new President Asif Ali
Zardari and his Afghan counter-
part Hamid Karzai said here yes-
terday they would stand together
in the fight against terrorism.

"It is an issue of importance to
both countries," Karzai told a joint
press conference shortly after
Zardari was sworn in as Pakistan's
newleader.

“Itis about fighting this menace
in the right manner,” he added,
saying that he and Zardari were
agreed on how the problem should
be tackled.

'l find in President Zardari a
good will and vision not only for

relations between the two coun-
tries but for the region, that I have
seen for the first time in this
region,” Karzaisaid.

Relations between the neighbours
were strained under Karzai and
Zardari's predecessor Pervez
Musharraf, with the Afghan leader
accusing Islamabad of not doing
enough to curb cross-border militancy.

"Pakistan intends to work with
you, along with you,” Zardari told
the Afghan president.

"We are bigger than the prob-
lems are,” he added.

Earlier Afghan Foreign Minister
Rangin Dadfar Spanta said Monday
the battle against insurgents in his
country must be taken to its

"breeding ground” in neighbour-
ing Pakistan.

Spanta, speaking in Berlin after
talks with his German counterpart
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, said "the
geographical approach” to stamp-
Ing out unrest in his country must
be broadened.

“The ideological and military
training camps (for extremists
active in Afghanistan) are in the
mountains of Pakistan,” he told
reporters, calling the region a
"breeding ground for terrorists”.

"We need to stop that. We must
not give them the chance to use
terror as an instrument of foreign

policy.”
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