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Ministry of Primary and Mass Education

An Overview of Primary and Mass Education in Bangladesh
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The Government of Bangladesh has taken multi-faceted actions in accelerating the pace of providing primary and mass education.

‘ The Primary Education (Compulsory) Act was passed in 1990.The Compulsory Primary Education Programme was introduced in 68
4 upazilasiin 1992 and the programme was extended all over the country by 1993, A separate Primary and Mass Education Division was

RS created in 1992 and this was elevated to a Ministry in 2003 to facilitate provisions for quality education for all. T3 BT
smare e The net enrolment rate at the primary level is currently 91.1 per cent, of which male is 87.8 per cent and female is 94.7 per cent. The | neerure ! A0 HeEe
GTe! | adult literacy rate (154) is 50.5 per cent, of which female literacy rate is 40.8 per cent. Programmes undertaken pursuant upon the / e S |
enactment of Primary Education (Compulsory) Act, such as food for education programme, stipend programme, social mobilization
S8 SuSE programme, increase of physical facllities, enhancement of school attractiveness programme and improvement of quality of primary

education programme have contributed to the improvement of the rate of enrolment,

A special emphasis has been given to the construction, reconstruction and refurbishment of schools and education offices. For

ensuring safe drinking water, arsenic free tube-wells are being sunk. Separate tollets for boys and girls are also being also constructed.
Necessary furniture was also supplied to the schools earller.

Distribution of Textbooks:
Textbooks are distributed among the primary school students free of cost, About 54.48 million textbooks have been printed and

distributed free of cost among the students of primary schools in the academic year 2008.Tution of the students of the primary
schools is also free. '
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Stipend Project of Primary Schools Students:

The Government-financed Food for Education Programme was introduced in 1993 to compensate opportunity cost of poor parents
for sending their children to school. This helped increase enrolment and attendance in schools and prevent child labour. About 27%
area of the country covering about 2.2 million disadvantaged students was brought under the “Food for Education Programme’ From
financial year 2002-2003, a special programme for providing cash support to poor primary schools children was launched by
transforming Food for Education Programme to the Stipend Programme. Under this programme, parents of poor students of the

primary schools in the rural areas are given monthly stipend at the rate of Tk 100 per month for sending one child to school and Tk.
125 for sending more than one child. The number of beneficiaries under this intervention is about 5.5 million.

Second Primary Education Development Programme (PEDP-I1):

The Government of Bangladesh has undertaken the Second Primary Education Development Programme (2003-2010) with supports
from eleven development partners at a total cost of about Tk. 75 billion, This is designed on the basis of Program Approach. It aims to
ensure that every child has access to the minimum inputs necessary as a foundation for an acceptable quality of primary schooling.

Reaching Out of School Children:

A project titled “Reaching Out of School Children” (ROSC) was launched in 2004 for a period of 6 years for the children who are outside
the formal primary education stream. The project has provisions for education allowances for out-of-school children. The annual
allowance ranges from Tk. 800 for Grades 1 to 3 to Tk. 970 for Grades 4 to 5 children.The project covers 60 upazilas. At present, 11,000
learning centres have been established on need basis throughout the country in collaboration with NGOs while the number of
students is 3,51,874. About 500,000 children will receive education during the project period (2004-2010).

School Tiffin Programme:
Under this programme, a child is provided with 75 grams of fortified biscuits as mid-day food in eight poverty-stricken upazilas of
seven selected districts. The number of beneficiaries is 0.7 million.

Gender Balancing and Women Empowerment:

To eliminate gender disparity and ensure wide participation of women in development activities, 60 per cent posts of teachers have
been reserved for female teachers. As a result, the percentage of female teachers in government primary schools has already reached
50.2 per cent.While enrolling the students, the names of both the mother and the father are registered. For payment of stipend money

to the students, the bank account has to be opened in the mother’s name. These steps have contributed to the increase of girl

enrolment and the attainment of gender parity. Currently, the boys and girls ratio is 50: 50.

Training:

Subject-based training in Upazila Resource Centers (URCs), Multiple Ways of Teaching and Learning (MWTL), sub-cluster training and
C-in-Ed training are also imparted under PEDP-Il.The in-service training duration varies from one-day to 30 days and the initial training
of teachers (C-in-Ed) take one academic year,

Non-formal Education

Basic Education for Hard to Reach Urban Children Project (2nd phase):
Measures have been taken to enroll the working children, especially of the suburban and slum areas of the six divisional cities under
the “Basic Education for Hard to Reach Urban Children Project (2nd phase)” which will help reduce illiteracy and child labour in the

country. Out of the targetted 200,000 learners, 20,000 selected learners (13+ years) will be provided with livelihood skills education.

5,000 learners out of 20,000 selected learners will be provided with livelihood skills training by contracting eéxpert

organizations/NGOs. Remaining 15,000 learners will be linked with the different organizations for their livelihood skills training.
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Livelihood skills education includes photography, tailoring, handicraft, leather craft etc. A total of 6,646 learning centres has been
established against a target of 8000 learning centres.

Post- Literacy and Continuing Education for Human Development Project-1 L —

The project was implemented during 2001-2007 to provide post literacy and continding education through skill training to 1.362
million neo-literates in 32 districts. The target age group was 11-45. A total of 0.827 million learners completed post-literacy and
continuing education. Based on the market survey, skill training was imparted in 15 trade areas such as, tailoring, poultry, fishery, cow
and goat rearing, bee keeping, block boutique, repairing of cycle and rickshaw etc.
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Post- Literacy and Continuing Education for Human Development Project-2

The main objective of the project is to help reduce rural poverty and empower the rural poor by providing them with literacy, life skills,
and income generating skills. The aim is to establish a community based and need-oriented post-literacy and continuing education
programme for 1.6 million neo-literates in 210 selected Upazilas of 29 Districts under six divisions of the country during 2007-2011.
The target age group is 11-45. Based on the market survey and learners’ felt needs, skill training will be imparted.There are provisions
to include fifty per cent female learners in the literacy centres. The project will support the implementation and dissemination of the
approved Non-formal Education Policy.The project is being implemented in collaboration with NGOs.
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Mapping of non-formal activities has been completed to allocate resources to the disadvantaged groups and prioritized locations.
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Conclusion:
3“% . Bangladesh is committed to realize the EFA goals set for 2015.The Government is striving hard to turn its population into productive
Nt & . human resources by universalizing primary education and expanding the non-formal education programmes. It is expected that the
~ whole gamut of primary and non-formal education activities will establish a truly empowered knowledge-based society to meet the
~ challenges of the 21st century.
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