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Pakistan to get
100 fighter jets
from China, US

P11, slamabad

Pakistan will acquire over 100
fighter jets from China and the US
aswell as airborne warning and air-
to-air refuelling aircraft to main-
tain numerical parity with the
Indian Air Force which enjoys a
"qualitative advantage”, the coun-
try's air force chiefhas said.

Air Chief Marshal Tanvir
Mahmood Ahmed said the Pakistan
Air Force was “very close” to signing
a contract with China for serial
production of 42]JF-17 fighter jets.

[twould also acquire two squad-
rons or 36 of the FC-20 multi-role
fighters from China and 18 new k-
16s from the US, he said.

Ahmed said the PAF had already
received eight JF-17 jets, which are
being used for testing and evalua-
tion. The first squadron of JF-17s is
expected to be raised later this year
orearly next year.

PAF has inked a contract with a
Ukrainian firm for four air-to-air
refuelling aircraft, and the first of
them is expected to arrive in a
month, Ahmed said in an interview
with Dawn News channel.
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Indian flood-affected villagers run to collect relief material dropp
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PHOTO: AFP

ed by a relief helicopter of the Indian Air

Force in Madhepura district in India's northeastern state of Bihar yesterday. India was grappling with the task
of feeding and housing close to a million villagers displaced by huge floods in the eastern state of Bihar as the

rescue effort wound down.

Lankan air force pounds

rebel camps
8 Tigers, 3 soldiers killed

AP, AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's air force launched
attacks on two Tamil separatist
camps in the embattled north
Sunday, and infantry clashes
elsewhere in the region killed eight
rebels and three soldiers, the mili-
tarysaid.

Helicopter gunships attacked a
Sea Tigers camp in Kavitaramunail
in the rebel stronghold of
Pooneryn before dawn, said air
force spokesman Wing
Commander Janaka Nanayakkara.
The Sea Tigers are the rebels’ naval
WIng.

Fighter jets attacked a training
camp of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) at Mankulam,
just-south of the rebel politcal

' capitalTof Kilinochchi, 330km

north of Colombo, the ministry
said.

It said Mi-24 helicopter
gunships were deployed to bomb a
naval base of the Tigers early
Sunday in the Pooneryn area of

northern Sri Lanka.

There were no immediate
reports of casualties. There was
also no comment from the Tigers
about the latest fighting, which
came as Sri Lankan troops were on
an offensive to capture
Kilinochchi.

Hours later, fighter jets bombed
a rebel training camp deep in
guerrilla-held territory in
Mankulam, Nanayakkara said.

Pilots said both attacks were
successful but details of casualties
were not immediately available, he
said.

Meanwhile, ground battles
Saturday along the front lines
separating government-
controlled areas from rebel-held
territory left eightrebels and three
soldiers "dead, ' said military
spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayakkara.

Clashes in Vavuniya killed five
rebels and three soldiers, while
fightinginWelioya and Kilinochchi
killed three rebels and wounded

“for an independent staté in"the

eightsoldiers, he said.

With communication all but
cut with the northern areas, rebel
spokesman Rasiah [lanthirayan
could not be reached for com-
ment.

Fighting has escalated on the
Indian Ocean island in recent
weeks with the government inten-
sifying its campaign against the
rebels' de facto state in the north,
promising to crush them by the
end of the year.

Independent verification of the
fighting and casualties is difficult
to obtain because most journalists
are banned from the war zone.
Both sides routinely exaggerate
enemy casualties and underreport
their own. :

The rebels have been fighting

north and east since 1983, follow-
ing decades of marginalization of
ethnic Tamils by governments
dominated by the Sinhalese
majority. More than 70,000 people
have beenkilled in the conflict.

Maldives set for
first multi-party
election

AFP, Colombo

The Maldives is to hold its first
multi-party presidential election
next month as part of sweeping
political reforms in the Sunni
Muslim nation, a minister said
yesterday.

The tourist paradise is due to
hold a national vote to elect a new
president for a five-year term
under the constitution ratified in
August, legal reforms minister
Mohamed Nasheed told AFP by
telephone from Male

"Elections will be before
October 10," Nasheed said.

An exact dateisyet to be fixed.

Political parties were recog-
nised in 2005 when President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, Asia's
longest-serving ruler, launched
reforms after pro-democracy
protests. Gayoom, 70, has been in
powersince 1978.

[t was previously illegal for

 anyone to offer himself as a candi-

date for the presidency. A candi-
date instead had to be selected by
the 50-member Maijlis, or national
parliament.

Eight members of the Maijlis
were appointees of the incumbent
president.
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India focuses on care
for flood victims

Rescue effort winds down

AFP, Patna

India was grappling on Sunday
with the task of feeding and hous-
ing close to a million villagers
displaced by huge floods in the
eastern state of Bihar, as the rescue
effort wound down.

Some 900,000 people fled from
their homes or were evacuated by
boat since the Kosi river breached
its defences three weeks ago on the
Nepal border and changed course.,

Bihar officials have turned every
available bullding -- schools, tem-
ples, student housing -- into tem-
porary shelters.

But as destitute villagers squat-
ted on roads after getting off rescue
boats and mothers held babies ill
from drinking muddy flood waters,
survivors and charities said far
more aid would be needed.

"Private people are helping us,

but the government is not helping
us,"” said Mithilesh Yadav, 30, who left
his village on a rescue boat with his
wife and five childrenWednesday.

"The schools, the camps, every-
thing is full. We have put up these
huts ourselves. We have to live
somehow.

Up to five million people have
been affected in India and another
60,000 in Nepal, aid agencies say,
underlining the scale of the task
facing authorities and charities.

In relief camps in Nepal at least
14 people have died from disease,
the top official of the border district
of Sunsaritold AFP on Sunday.

The Indian media has been
critical of aid efforts by the govern-
ment and international agencies.

One national daily, the
Hindustan Times, ran a photo-
graph of children with their hands
outstretched for food with the

Kashmir separatist warns
India crackdown
could fuel revolt

AFP, Srinagar

Kashmir's top separatist has
warned India's heavy-handed
crackdown on protests in the
Muslim-majority region could
trigger a renewed violent upsurge in
the long-running separatist revolt.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, also the
disputed region's most prominent
cleric, said New Delhi needed to
accept that Kashmiris were as
opposed as ever to Indian rule and
a referendum on self-
determination was the only way
outof the crisis.

"We will continue to fight
peacefully and politically,” Farooq
told AFP in an interview, which had
to be conducted by telephone
within Srinagar city because he is
under house arrest.

"(However) If India pushes us
too hard to the wall, tomorrow you
can't really ignore the fact the
youth might be angered and forced
to resort again to arms,” Farooq
said

Militant violence has fallen
sharply since nuclear-armed India
and Pakistan began a peace pro-
cess in 2004 aimed at settling all
outstanding issues including the
future of Kashmir, which they both

claim in full.

But in the past few months, the
Kashmir valley has witnessed the
biggestpro-independence demon-
strations since the revolt erupted in
1989, triggering a violent crack-
down by Indian security forces.

Thousands of police and federal
paramilitary reinforcements have
been deployed in the already
heavily militarised city of Srinagar
to keep the peace during the
Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan.

Farooq, 34, and two other top
separatist leaders Syed Ali
Geelani and Yasin Malik -- have
been placed under house arrest as
security forces struggle to contain
publicanger

India should be told by the
"world community notto use brute
force and intimidate the people,”
said Farooq, who was catapulted by
his father's assassination in 1990

. into the hereditary position of chiel
y Muslim clerfcTorthe area. :

\ f

The!'massive protests, which
peaked last month, were triggered
by a state government plan to
donate land for use by a Hindu
trust which oversees an annual
Hindu pilgrimage in the Kashmir
valley.

headline, "India’s Shame."

Aid agencies said they and
authorities were doing everything
they possibly could, but admitted
there were still many awaiting
food, shelter and health supplies.

"The government machinery
and everyone have been moving
around the clock,” said Aditi Kapur,
a spokeswoman for British aid
group Oxfam, which has workers in
the badly affected Supaul area.

"At the same time, there are still
people in remote areas who are
waiting for relief. Shelters are
cramped and unhygienic. There
are pregnant and lactating women
who need safe drinking water.
These things are not there.”

The top administrative officials
in three of the five Indian districts
flooded by the river have been
replaced in the past two weeks
amid allegations of mismanaging

relief efforts, the Press Trust of
India news agency hasreported.

with India and Nepal still trad-
ing accusations on who was to
blame for the failure of the flood
walls, it was unclear when work on
repairing the breach would start,
and how long it would take to com-
plete.

The delays have meant that
India must ready to provide for at
least a million people for several
months.

"This is really only the begin-
ning,” said Malini Morzaria, a
European Commission humani-
tarian aid representative who
visited the area last week, adding
that the body has pledged two
million euros (three million dol-
lars) to the aid effort.

“There is still much work to be
done in reaching the most vulnera-
ble,” she said.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Kashmiri Muslim demonstrators throw stones towards Indian police
during a demonstration in Srinagar yesterday. Indian police clashed with
stone-throwing protesters in the Kashmiri summer capital, a day after a
protester died in similar anti-India demonstrations.
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PHOTO: AFP

Rescuers and villagers dig through the rubble of a landslide in the southern Philippine mining town of Mako, in

Compostnlfa ‘falley yesterday. Two landslides triggered by heavy monsoon rains hit the area at the weekend, killing
nine an_d injuring 19 others, with another 16 still missing and feared dead.

Fight against N-deal
not over: CPI-M

PTI1, New Delhi

Describing India's bid to gain the
NSG waiver as "another surren-
der”, the CPI-M on Sunday said its
fight against the Indo-US nuclear
deal was not over and it would work
now to see a new government in
power, which would terminate the
123 Agreement.

“Our political battle is here and
not in Vienna or Washington.
Earlier we withdrew support on
this issue and we dre now fighting
against this ruling coalition. The
struggle to rescind or reverse this
dealis agreementis notover.

"After the nextelections, our goal
will be to see that the new govemn-
ment take step to terminate the 123
Agreement. ... We will work for this,"
CPI-M General Secretary Prakash
Karat told reporters in New Delhi.

He said his party had told the
Congress to take the people's
mandate before going ahead with
operationalising the deal, for
which the UPA Government has
“converted its voluntary morato-
rium on nuclear testing into a

multi-lateral commitment”.

India would not get any better
terms from any other country
supplying nuclear fuel or reactors
as all of them would now align with
the 123 Agreement, Karat said.

Maintaining that the NSG waiver
was "neither clean nor uncondi-
tional”, Karat said it reflected the
"continuous concessions” that
India has made onthenuclearissue.

“Starting from the joint state-
ment of July 18, 2005, India has
given in steadily to US pressure,
starting with the 123 Agreement,
the IAEA Safeguard and now finally
the NSG.”

He said all these steps to get the
waiver from an organisation (NSG),
set up by the US itself, were in
conformity with the provisions of
the Hyde Act.

Besides, the government had
also entered into the Defence
Framework agreement and gave
commitments to the US on eco-
nomic policy as quid pro quo,
thereby entering into a strategic
alliance with Washington, the CPI-
M leadersaid.

Abbas casts doubt on

e

ME peace deal this yr

AFP, Cairo

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas on Saturday said there were
"no signs" Israel and the
Palestinians could reach a peace
deal by the end of the year as had
been hoped.

"So far, there are no signs to
reach an agreement by the end of
the year that comprises all the
issues” at stake, Abbas told report-
ers after talks in Cairo with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak.

"There was hope that 2008
would be the year of peace,” Abbas
said.

"Everyone has made huge
efforts: the Palestinians, the
Israelis and the Americans... but it
does not necessarily mean that we
will reach a solution” by the end of
the year, he said.

The peace talks were launched
at a US-sponsored conference in

November with the goal of reach-
ing a comprehensive peace deal by
the time US President George W.
Bush leaves office in January 2008.

But the two sides remain
sharply divided on the core issues
of the conflict, despite several
meetings in recent months
between Israeli and Palestinian
negotiators.

Differences focus on the future
status of Jerusalem, final borders,
the fate of some 4.6 million UN-
registered Palestinian refugees, and
the future of Jewish settlements on
Israeli-occupied territory.

Abbas insisted that the
Palestinians "want a solution... but
it must not ignore any of the (key)
ISsues.”

On August 31 a senior Israeli
government official said his coun-
try wants to reach a peace deal
with the Palestinians by the end of
the year but postpone a final

agreement on the future of
Jerusalem.

"Both sides are interested in
reaching a full agreement by the
end of 2008 and believe it is possi-
ble,” the official said after a meet-
ing between Abbas and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert.

"But since the question of
Jerusalem is not solvable within
this timeframe they will have to
agree to postpone an accord on
this issue and agree on a mecha-
nism and a timetable for
Jerusalem.”

[sraeli Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni in August also played down
the chances of a peace deal this
year saying: "Untl everything is
agreed, nothingis agreed.”

Abbas was in Egypt to discuss
with Mubarak efforts by Egypt to
organise an inter-Palestinian
dialogue to end months of fighting
between rival Palestinian factions.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Pak military unlikely to put

pressure on Zardari

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's president-elect Asif Ali
Zardari is unlikely to have the
country’'s powerful military
breathing down his neck as did his
slain wife during two stormy stints
in power, analysts said.

Zardari was overwhelmingly
elected Saturday in a secret ballot
of lawmakers, capping a remark-
able rise from jail, exile and his wife
Benazir Bhutto's assassination just
nine months ago.

Pakistan remains the world's
only nuclear-armed Islamic nation
and is seen as the frontline state in
the US-led "war on terror,” amid
widespread international concern
about its political stability.

The military that has ruled
Pakistan for around half its 61-year
_existence, most recently under

former general Pervez Musharraf,
remains a potent force.

But analysts said Zardari's
civilian rule would not be impeded
as long as he did not interfere or
challenge military doctrine.

"The army has decided to coex-
ist with the present political reali-
ties and leadership,” Talat Masood,
a retired general and military ana-
lyst, told AFP.

"They realise any meddling in
politics will be very much misun-
derstood and will not be helpful to
their own institution and interest
inthe country.”

Pakistan's military was heavily
involved in terminating both
Bhutto governments, in 1990 and

1996, when she blamed its army-
led Inter Services Intelligence (ISI)
of being in cahoots with the coun-
try's then presidents.

As president, Zardari will head
up the National Command
Authority, which safeguards the
country’'s nuclear weapons.
However, the reality is that the
armed forces will have firm control
of the atomic arsenal.

“The military will still be in
charge of the nuclear asset,”
Masood said.

The feeling within military
circles has become more prag-
matic in the wake of the controver-
sies and often chaotic circum-
stances that accompanied
Musharraf's final years in power,
which included several months
under emergency rule.

The ex-president seized power
as army chiefin a bloodless coup in
1999.

His downfall is widely acknowl-
edged to have started in March

2007 when he sacked the country's
chief justice, fearing that he would
create hurdles in his bid for re-
election later that year.

Musharraf's initial reluctance
months later to confront radical
Islamists holed up in Islamabad's
Red Mosque -- and its eventual
storming which saw scores killed --
also earmned him disrepute.,

Zardari will now have to grapple
with the militant threat that has
seen nearly 1,200 people die in
bombings and suicide attacks
across Pakistan since the July 2007
siege.

As president, Zardari has the
right to appoint heads of the
military, cementing an already
strong position as co-chairman
of the Pakistan People's Party
(PPP), which won elections in
February.

PHOTO. AFP

Anti-government protesters shout slogans during a protest inside the Government House grounds in Bangkok
yesterday. Thailand's embattled Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej told the nation he was confident there would be
nomilitary coup, despite weeks of street protests calling for his resignation.

Thai leader

dismisses talk
of military coup

AP, Bangkok

Thailand's embattied prime minis-
ter denied a rift with the army
Sundayand dismissed the possibil-
ity of a coup when he travels to the
UN General Assembly in New York
later this month.

Prime Minister Samak
Sundarave) noted that Thailand's
last coup occurred in 2006 when
then-premier Thaksin Shinawatra
was in New York at the UN head-
quarters as massive anti-
government protests were goingon
athome

But, he ruled out history repeat-
ingitself.

"I will deliver my speech at the
United Nations and I don't believe
any unwanted incident will hap-
pen like when Thaksin went to
speak there,” Samak said in his
weekly television broadcast.

“The military will not stage a
coup,” he said. "They know the
international community will not
tolerate (another) coup.”
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