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said the company's Head of

Communications Paal Kvalheim.

"We have had a good dialogue
lately and we had hoped to con-
tinue this," he told Reuters.

Telenor reiterated that it stll
aims to list Grameenphone on the
bourse, according to wire services.

“The IPO could be this year or
next ... At the moment, things are a
bit unpredictable,” Telenor spokes-
man Dag Melgaard said. He how-
ever declined to say how much
share Telenorwill hold after the [PO.

Pointing out that Telenor has
been in charge of the management
of GrameenPhone from the begin-
ning, ProfYunus said the agenda of
Telenor is to maximise returns for
the benefit of its owners, whichisin
conflict with the social and non-
profitagenda of Grameen Telecom.

Yunus went on, "Telenor knew
this when we became partners.
Telenor knew we expect strict
business ethics to apply to any
organisation or entity we partici-
pate in and that we as a non-profit
organisation rely on the statements
of our partners.”

He pointed out that there are
differences between Grameen and
Telenor on matters of business
ethics and corporate governance.

Referring to the release of pic-
tures by Norwegian state-owned
television NRK on September 4 of
children aged under 14 building
parts for Grameenphone
cellphone base-stations in Gazi
Engineering in Dhaka, Yunus said,
"Grameen and I cannot be identi-
fied with this.”

"Bangladeshi authorities on two
different occasions found that the
telephone company was not in
compliance with Bangladeshilaws.
In total, the company was fined

# US$60million,” he said adding that

the violation of Bangladeshi laws
poses a risk to the company of
® |osing its license as a telephone
operator.

He personally has been con-
demned by the Bangladeshi media
for this violation of laws and have
been accused of making illegal
money, the Nobel laureate said.

"The people do not understand
that Telenor runs the company and
that Grameen Telecom hardly has
any effective say in the company
operation,” he added.

Referring to a police report, he
said Malaysia based company DiGi
Telecom Ltd, 61 percent of which is
owned by Telenor, was accused of
money laundering through an
accountin Singapore.

*The*police” report_includes ;;Eﬂghdosh_

-severe information regarding
Telenor's involvement in the activi-
tes, and states: It can be perceived
to the committee members thatthe
majority shareholders of
GrameenPhone Ltd are involved in
encouraging the illegal VoIP busi-
ness in the international field,”
Yunus said in his statement.

The goodwill the name of
Grameen provides to the telephone
company is being undermined
now by these alleged illegal activi-
ties, he said.

"The recent activities in
Bangladesh leave me with little
alternative other than to invest-

Shibir cadre
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Police Station raided the area and
caught the miscreants red-handed.
They also recovered a pistol from
thegang.

AC Wahidul Hoque said
Jahangir owned the licensed pistol.

He further said police raided
different areas of the city yesterday
and the day before to nab Jahangir
and took positions at Pahartali City
Gate and on Karnaphuli Shah
Amanat Bridge so that he could not
flee from the city.

sue Telenor

gate the possibility of taking le&al
action to protect the interests of the
millions of poor people in
Bangladesh who stand behind
Grameen and who will be the
ultimate beneficiaries if the phone
company comes under
Bangladeshi ownership and man-
agement to become a company
with social objectives,” Yunus
asserted .

The recent row between Yunus
and Telenor became a news item
for many international news agen-
cies and newspapers over the last

two days.

Flood
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terday and about 20,000 people in
the district are marooned. The
district administration opened up
14 flood shelters in Sirajganj Sadar.

Even though district relief officer
Abul Khayer said they released 83
tonnes of rice as relief, visiting
different areas the correspondent
found out that most of the affected
people did not cget any relief mate-
rials.

Due to strong currents in the
Jamuna, many flood-protection
embankments and eight levees
have become vulnerable to erosion.
These may collapse any time,
authorities concerned said.

Around 15 metres of a flood-
protection embankment on the
Jamuna at Talukdarpara of
Sariakandi washed away yesterday
morning, reports our staff corre-
spondentin Bogra.

About 150 metres of the same
embankment gave in to the surging
water Wednesday marooning over
3,000 families.

WDB Bogra Circle
Superintendent Engineer Sheikh
Abdul Momin said they have
repaired the 15-metre section and
will start repairing the 150-metre
section soon.

The homeless took shelter in
schools, public institutes and
houses of relatives. Army personnel
distributed rice and other relief
materials to around 300 affected
families.

Quoting Department of
Agriculture Extension sources, a
correspondent in Lalmonirhat
reports: Flooding affected about
20,000 farmers and damaged crops
on around 1,300 hectares of land.
Crops on 720 hectares of land were
destroyed.

The damage to crops is esti-
mated around Tk 7 crore.

Our staff correspondent in
Rajshahireports: The Padma has left
only 25 yards of land between

anpur of Paba. There will be no
land there between the two coun-
tries if the Padma devours this piece
ofland.

Members of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) at Char Khidirpur border
outpost say that the outpost is also
likely to be eroded by the Padma.

"The major problem is that the
border pillar-164 is at stake as the
river is now flowing very close to the
border pillar,” said aBDR official.

Acting Commanding Officer of
BDR Battalion 37 Maj Yasin said
there will be no land at this border
point if the river erodes the 25 yards
ofland.

Around 2,000 people of Bagha
upazila are homeless for over two
weeks while hundred others in the
char areas are facing food shortages.
So far, 12 people died of snakebites.
Two others died in boat capsize in
Rajshahi.

Our correspondent in Satkhira
reports: The overall flood situation
was improving in nine villages
under Gabura union in Shyamnagar
upazila as locals were able to recon-
struct a collapsed embankment at
Khalshibunia on the Kabodak The
embankment collapsed Thursday.

The flooding destroyed 4,495
houses and affected 15,000 people
inthe area.

EC dialogue
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Major political parties have been
vehemently opposing the EC's
timeframe for applying for registra-
tion saying it is difficult for them to
meet the conditions required for
registration with the EC.

The EC on August 25
announced that political parties
must apply for registration with the
EC by October 15 to qualify for
taking part in the parliamentary
polls.
-~ Issues of de-linking political

parties from affiliated front organi-
sations, comprised of students,
teachers and professionals, and
overseas units, holding upazila
elections and announcement of
parliamentary polls schedule
might be raised by the political
parties for discussion.

The EC stipulate a number of
conditions for registration includ-
ing having provisions in the party
constitution disallowing front
organisations or chapters abroad.

Major political parties including
the Awami League (AL) and the
BNP have refused to sever relations
with the affiliated organisations
but according to the condition for
registration laid down in the
Representation of the People Order
(RPO) they will have to do so to
qualify for registration.

According to the revised RPO,
the party constitutions must seek
to ensure at least 33 percent
women office bearers in commit-
tees at every level by 2020, and the
organisations must be run accord-
ing to their constitutions.

The EC plans to wrap up the

registration by October 30 and a
few days after that announce the
schedule for the general elections
tentatively planned to be held in
the third week of December.

The political parties will have
less than 40 days to complete prep-
arations to meet the conditions for
registration. It is less than half the
time designated for registration in
the EC's electoral roadmap.

Major parties like Awami
League (AL), BNP and Jatiya Party
argue that they need at least 4-5
months to amend their constitu-
tions to sever ties with the front
organisations and elect new com-
mittees through national councils,

Most of the political parties
have been opposing the registra-
tion prerequisites while some went
on o accuse the caretaker govern-
ment and the commission of
attempting to pull rank on them.
MEETING SCHEDULE
September 7: Communist Party of
Bangladesh at 10:30am, Bikalpa
Dhara Bangladesh at 11:30am,
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (Inu) at
12:30pm and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) at 2:00pm.

September 8: Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) at

10:30am, Islami Oikya Jote at
11:30am, Jatiya Party-Manju (JP) at
12:30pm and Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh at2:00pm.

September 9: Krishak Sramik
Janata League at 10:30am, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (Rob) at 11:30am,
National Awami Party (Mozaffar) at

12:30pm and Bangladesh Awami
League at2:00pm.

' ia: at-Char:

AL to press EC

The party will also demand scrap-
ping of the provisions that introduce
no-vote option and disallow political
parties ha front o tions

and chapters abroad. :
"No-vote option is not a practical

idea. The banning of foreign chapters
of a party is unconstitutional and

undemocratic,” observed the AL
presidium member.

The EC should not deprive the
Bangladeshi expatriates of their
political rights. It is contradictory
especially when the commission is
registering them (expats) as voters,
he added.

AL will ask for the state of emer-

ncy to be withdrawn. Otherwise, it

elieves, the political parties will not
be able to hold national councils to
mearefurregistmtiun.

We have plans to organise coun-
cil to amend our [party] constitution
to meet the crteria for tration
with the commission,” said AL cen-
tralleader Col (retd) Faruk Khan.

He said they need complete
lifting of the state of emergency to
facilitate gathering of around

15,000 councillors.

Factory owners
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emerged as an important industrial
belt thanks to infrastructure facili-
ties, positional advantages, skilled
workers, etc,’ ATM Hayatuzzaman
Khan, chairman of HP Chemicals
Ltd, said inawritten statement.

The belt has Tk 35,000 crore in
investment and employs about 3
lakh people, hesaid.

"But production has nosedived
due to inadequate gas supply in the
past three to four months,” he said
adding some industrialists have
already been forced to suspernd
production.

Frequent gas disruptions have
also caused depreciation of machin-
ery byhalf, Hayatuzzaman said.

Mentioning that they did not
encounter such problemsin the past,
he said the current troubles might
have stemmed from faulty gas man-
agement.

"We primarily discussed the
problems with local officials of Titas
Gas Transmission and Distribution
Company Ltd and later appealed to
its managing director to take imme-
diate measures to solve them," he
said.

Butasitdid notwork, he said they
on September 1 appealed to the
special assistant to the chief adviser
on power, energy and mineral
resources forimmediate solution.

anysolutionyet, he added.
Factory owners and executives
were presentat the press conference.

Anti-graft drive
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should be more transparent.

Bangladesh Debate Federation
organised the programme at
DhanmondiBILIA auditorium.

In reply to a question, Prof
Muzaffer said the main achievement
of the anti-corruption drive is that
people from all walks of life are now
more aware of corruption and raising
theirvoices againstit.

He said only political parties can
start their inner reforms and remove
corrupt individuals in their own
interest.

Prof Muzaffer, however, added,
"We the citizens will be responsible if
corruptcandidates win the election.”

Economist Prof Atiur Rahman
told reporters that corruption sus-
pects are getting released because of
a lack of organisational prepared-
ness.

"The existing laws should be
modernised and honestand talented
judges have to be recruited.
Otherwise our judicial sector will not
improve,” he added.

At the programme, lifetime
achievement awards were given to
Bangladesh Television debate direc-
tor Nasir Uddin Yusuf Bachchu,
Vigarunnisa Noon College
Moderator Shameem Jahan Ahsan
and the daily ProthomAlo.

Lagoons
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wastes and industrial wastes, said
an official ofWasa.

Fish of the lagoons grow eating
heavy metals like chromium,
cadmium, arsenic, lead, nickel and
mercury and they cannot expel
these substances, said Prof ABM
Faroque of department of pharma-
ceutical technology of Dhaka
University.

“Heavy metals are very harmful
for human body and if we eat the
fish of the lagoons, the metals enter
our bodies and remain there for
years," he said.

Heavy metals can stay in human
bodies between 8-10 years and
sometimes even longer. This can
damage the kidneys and cause
lever cirrhosis and cancer, he said.

The authorities concerned
should kill the fish every three
months, he suggested.

Fish cultivation in the lagoons
was started by one Pintu, son of a
Wasa staffer, in 1985, The practice
went on, abetted by a number of
influential people in the area, till
the end of the four-party alliance
government's tenure, said a shop-
keeperofthe area.

Fish breed in the lagoons natu-
rally now. They are mostly Telapia
fish which grow very fast, he said.

Executive Engineer Kamrul said
itis not possible to kill all the fish in
the lagoons; some always survive

and start breeding again.

But, nobody has come up with |

\l¢

NEWS

Tarique to stay abroad
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sonTarique.
Commerce Adviser Hossain

Zillur Rahman said on Thursday
that Khaleda Zia will be released
through judicial procedures, for
which she must file bail prayers in
the cases sheis facing.

Tarique was freed on
Wednesday after getting bail in 13
different cases, 18 months into his
arrest by the army-led joint forces
onMarch7,2007.

He is still staying in a cabin of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU)
Hospital, where he has been under-
going treatment for ailments.

His close aides said he will visit
his mother in a day or two before
leaving the country, at the special
jail she has been detained in.

He received a new passport on
Thursday and a process to obtain
visas for England and Germany
was on, applications for which will
be submitted on Sunday.

Tarique is opting to go to
London first but he will not stay
there for long. He is expected to fly
to Germany from there, where he is
expected to stay for a long time, his
aides added.

A senior BNP leader said
Khaleda, now detained in a make-
shift prison on the parliament
building premises, also wants her
elder son to leave the country
quickly for staying abroad during
the national poll.

He said soon after release,
Khaleda will take initiatives to
reunite the party split into factions
over 'reform issues’ after her arrest
ayear ago.

"The expulsion order of former
secretary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan is also expected to be
canceled after her release while
room will be created for sidelined
reformist leaders in the party,” the
leader told The Daily Star last night.

Another leader said, Khaleda
asked her party's senior leaders to
be more accommodative towards
the sidelined leaders and not to
allow untoward incidents like the
one that had taken place at
BSMMU Hospital after Tarique's
release, where two so called
reformist leaders were manhan-
dled by his loyalists.

"It's not Tarique but madam
herself will be the leader of the
party,” the BNP leader said when
asked whether Tarique will remain
asinfluential as he was.

BNP Vice-president MK Anwar
said reunification of the party will
not be a problem once Khaleda Zia
is released, but declined to say
whether the ‘reformist leaders' will
be accommodated.

Quoting Khaleda, he said
Tarique will not have direct
involvement in party politics in a
bid to keep opportunists at bay.
"Things will be different this time
around,” he added.

Meanwhile, Tarique's wife

Zubaida Rahman yesterday ejected
from his hospital cabin a few ‘con-
troversial leaders and activists of
the party formerly close to Hawa
Bhaban', according to witnesses.

Hawa Bhaban used to be known
as the alternative power centre
during the immediate past tenure of
BNP-led four-party alliance govern-
ment, allegedly from where invisible
strings of power used to be pulled.

In addition to reuniting the
party, the BNP chairperson will
also take initiatives to formm an
alliance with like minded political
parties to counter Awami League
(AL)-led 14-party coalition in the
coming days, Anwar added.

SQ Chy, Obaidul
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to verify those.

In reply to a question, the DIG-
Prisons said most of the VIP prison-
ers arrested during the drives by the
present caretaker government have
been released from jail so far. About
10 VIP prisoners are staying in the
BSMMU prison cell at present while
about30othersin jails, he added.

Rab website
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Rab Director General (DG) Hassan

Mahmood Khandkar said they are
trying to knowwho's behind it. “We
do not know who did it. Until we
find it out, we are not sure whether
it is done out of fun or a criminal
act.” .
“The hacking incident won't
create any security hazard asitis an
open website”, the Rab DG said,
adding: “The motive behind this
actisyetto be ascertained.We hope
the site will be restored by tomor-
row.”

Col Gulzar Uddin Ahmed, addi-
tional director general of the elite
force, told The Daily Star that some-
one has hacked the website on
Thursday through an unauthor-
ised entry.

“OurIT experts have been trying
to find out the origin, the computer
which is used for hacking the
website, and to detect the person
behind it", the additional DG said.
“It is not clear to us who did it and
why.”

Talking to The Daily Star, direc-
tor of Rab MediaWing Commander
SM Abul Kalam Azad said, “We
hope thatourIT experts will be able
to restore the website by tomor-
row.”

During the access to

www.rab.gov.bd, the wehsite read:-

“Hacked by Shahee_Mirza".

The hacker wrote, “You do not
know what the cyber security is or
howto protectyourself.

Listen, hackers are not crimi-
nals. They are 10 times better than
your experts. We are genius beyond
yourimagination.”

Rab officials said they have
enough expertise in IT and will be
able to detectthe hacker.

Rubina’s agony
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developed the condition during
childbirth 16 year ago, due to an
underage pregnancy and a lack of
appropriate medical attention.

To save Rubina from her step-
mother's wrath, her father Bashir
Uddin of Piroldanga village in
Dhamurhat of Naogaon wedded
her off to a farmer when she was
only13.

"During my delivery next year,
three village birth attendants tried
but failed to bring out the baby,"
Rubina recalled the incident that
had caused her the fistula.

She was later taken to Joypurhat
hospital where the childbirth had
to be aborted to save Rubina's life,
but she was left with the obstetric
fistula, a severe medical condition
in which a hole develops between
the rectum and vagina, or between
the bladder and vagina after diffi-
cult or obstructed labour resulting
from lack of proper medical care
during delivery.

"People don't want to give me
any job, don't want to see me
around,” Rubina said, sitting on
her bed in the fistula observation
room in Dhaka Medical Colleges
Hospital (DMCH) where she has
been undergoing treatment for
fouryears.

During a visit Wednesday, The
Daily Star correspondents saw in
the observation room 10 other
patients suffering from the same
condition.

The condition among women
remains a challenge in Bangladesh,
where only 18 percent of births are
attended by skilled medical work-
ers and the number of child mar-
riages is still quite high.

When Rubina went back to her
husband's house in Jahanpur
village a month after the abortion
already having the fistula, the
villagers started to avoid her and
tease her saying she would no more
be able to give birth to children,
Rubina complained to these corre-
spondents, adding that the villag-
ers also asked her not to become a
burden on her husband and to go
backto her fatherinstead.

She later learned that her hus-
band himself had asked the villag-
ers to say those to her, so she would
leave him free to marry another
woman.

As Rubina refused to go back to
her father's, fearing torture by her
stepmother again, her husband

arranged an arbitration by the
elders of the village.

"The elders forced me to accept
a divorce from my husband, and
sent me back to my father's with-
outapennyinmyhands," shesaid.

Returning to her father's,
Rubina started working at rice mills
while suffering from the fistula.

She worked at the mills for 12
years with the condition unfil
learning about the fistula treat-
ment facility in DMCH four years
ago.

After a year of continuous treat-
ment she returned home just to be
back to the hospital again for a few
more months. She had six opera-
tions so far.

During her treatmentin DMCH,
Rubina received training in sewing
and a sewing machine from the
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) eight months ago.

"But people don't want to mix
with me and don't want to give me
work,"” she said adding that she is
passingaveryhard time.

Since the condition results in
constant leaking of urine or faeces
or both, women with fistula are
often abandoned by their hus-
bands and their own families, said
some NGO activists who are work-
ing with fistula patients.

Three months ago, Rubina got
admitted to DMCH again as her
condition deteriorated.

"A 2003 study by Engender
Health, an NGO, found 70,000
women in the country with obstet-
ric fistula,” said Dr Sayeba Akhter
who started the fistula centre in
Bangladesh with UNFPA assis-
tance,

Fistula tends to affect the most
powerless members of society --
young, poor, illiterate women and
girls living in rural areas or urban
slums, and is aggravated by pov-
erty, gender discrimination, early
marriages, underage pregnancies,
and poor health services.

With the National Fistula Centre
in DMCH, the rehabilitation train-
ing programme has been extended
to 10 other medical college hospi-
tals, she said.

Noting that awareness is the
best weapon for eradicating
obstetric fistula, Dr Sayeba said,
"We have to keep in mind that the
alfected women are suffering due
to no fault of their own. They
deserve better treatment than what
they're getting now. "

Gap in wholesale,
retail prices
unusual, says

FBCCI chief

UNB, Dhaka

Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) President
Annisul Huq yesterday asked the
administration to remove the
unusual gap in prices of essentials
between wholesale and kitchen
markets in the city.

Annisul, who visited different
city markets yesterday, stressed the
need for regular monitoring of the
kitchen markets by government
agencies to keep the prices stable
and within the buying capacity of
commoners.

"It is not possible for the FBCCI
or the media to monitor the prices
of essentials regularly. Only the
government has such mechanism
to carry on regular monitoring," he
told reporters after visiting kitchen
markets in Gulshan-2 and
Mohammadpur.

Annisul said a number of com-
modities are selling at Karwan
Bazar at 20-25 percent higher
prices than those at Shyambazar in
Old Dhaka. He said the prices of
essential commodities In retail
markets might remain unchanged
compared with last week's prices.

The retailers charge customers
20-25 percent more than the
wholesale prices but the profit
margin should be around 10-15
percent, he observed.

Asked about prices of soya bean
oil, the FBCCI president said the
edible oil price has reduced by Tk
20 and is selling between Tk 85 and
Tk87 perkg.

He said the business body
would meet importers of soya bean
by Sunday to keep food prices
within the buying capacity of mid-
dleincome group.

During the visit, the FBCCI
president sought vouchers from
retailers. But the traders said that
wholesalers of Karwan Bazar did
not give them anyreceipt.

Tk 5.5cr heroin
seized in
C’nawabganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
C'nawabganj

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) personnel
yesterday seized heroin worth Tk
5.5 crore in two separate drives at
Balkchar and Poladanga villages
under Alatuli Union of
Chapainawabganj Sadarupazila.

Acting on a tip-off, a BDR team
challenged a man at Poladanga
village at around 10:00am. The
suspected smuggler managed to
flee, leaving a bag containing 3.2 kg
heroin.

In another drive, the border
guards from Hakimpur outpost
challenged three people at border
village Balkcharataround 1:15am.

They, however, managed to flee,
abandoning2.3kgheroininabag.

Liakat
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lakh for information leading to his
arrest.

After the caretaker government
assumed power in 2001, Liakat fled
to India. He was arrested there on
November 19, 2002 and freed on
bail from Indian jail.

Later, Liakat returned home and
was arrested.

Job seekers
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request to send them on staggered
schedules.

Another embassy official said
the employer and the recruitment
agent are swapping blames when
it 1s all about the survival of the
workers.

"We will later scrutinise the
contractual obligations, the salary
structure, and who is to be blamed
for the plight of the workers and
how to resolve the issue,"” he said.

Meantime, fresh from a two-
day visit to Kuwait, the foreign
affairs adviser told reporters that
the Kuwaiti authorities assured
him that a minimum wage of KD
40 is being fixed for the expatriate
workers there and that their living
conditionswould be improved.

“The question of compensat-
ing the deported labourers would
be speedily addressed,” he said
adding that Kuwait will also take
stern action against home compa-
nies who exploited the
Bangladeshis.

The adviser who also heads the
expatriates' welfare and overseas
employment ministry termed his
visit to Kuwait well-timed as
Kuwaiti parliament will meetin an
emergency session on September
10 to discuss the crisis with regard
to foreign workers.

He said the Kuwaiti govern-
ment has announced an amnesty
till October 15 for illegal workers
to leave Kuwait without any legal
hassles.

"We've also engaged a Kuwaiti
lawyer to look after our workers'
interests,” he said.

He said he talked with Kuwaiti
authorities about supporting a
few new projects in Bangladesh
including the Padma Bridge,
Chittagong Port and the Special
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EU mission
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caretaker government must

restore the basic rights suspended
by the emergency power rules.

“Words will not be enough, we'll
need to see concrete and convinc-
ing acts,” said a European diplo-
mat.

Before choosing to send obser-
vation mission for the ninth parlia-
mentary polls, the EU would like to
be sure the political parties are free
to campaign and the media to
report events. Most importantly,
voters are given back their basic
rights.

“We will be analysing the situa-
tion, principally how and to what
extent the emergency is being
relaxed,” the EU official said, add-
ing that they will take Bangladesh's
as aunique case,

The military-backed adminis-
tration keeps saying it will ease the
emergency curbs before the elec-
tion, butdoes not specify the extent
ofrrelaxation.

A US spokesperson in Dhaka
has told The Daily Star that they
would deploy observers for the
general election despite the emer-
gency rules being in place. They did
the same in last month's mayoral
polls.

However, US Ambassador
James F Moriarty has recently
observed that “it would be difficult
to have a credible election under
the state of emergency”.

Sources close to the British high
commission said the UK would
work under the EU umbrella, and
look for 'right practical conditions'
forelections.

A UK envoy said they are opti-
mistic that things will fall into place
and the present political uncer-
tainty would go away. “A lot can
happen between now and
December,” he added.

Meanwhile, EU officials in both
Brussels and Dhaka told The Daily

Star that they will keep a close
watch on developments on ‘the
ground.

They will wait for actions
enough to convince them that
basic freedoms are in place at least
six to seven weeks leading up to the
election.

Otherwise, it will have to restrict
itself to assigning a technical assis-
tance team, he continued. “The
timinghereis crucial.”

The EU usually deploys around
oneand a half months before polls.

EU ambassador Stefan Frowein
said ideally they would not engage
a mission to monitor polls under a
state of emergency, but here they
might be taking a “more pragmatic
approach”.

“Even as we try to be practical,
we won't compromise on core
ideals and principles,” he added.

The EU decision to upgrade a
technical assistance team to an
observation mission for the last
parliamentary election in Pakistan
after the state of emergency was
lifted there gives an idea of its
approachto election monitoring.

Aman production
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that he had spent Tk 1,875 for TSP

fertiliser for cultivating Aman crop
on one hectare of land last season,
but this time he has spent about Tk
3,750 for TSP for the same land.
Besides, pesticide cost him Tk 200,
which is double that oflast season.
Another farmer, Badiuzzman of
village Gordaha in the same
upazila said he spent about Tk
16,500 for Aman cultivation in
more than one hectare of land last
season using required fertilisers
and other inputs. “ But this year I
have cultivated Aman paddy on the
same land without using TSP and
some other necessary inputs,
spending Tk 22,500.”

McCain:Nomination
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running mate Sarah Palin would

shatter the political gridlock in
Washington.

"Let me offer an advance warn-
ing to the old, big-spending, do-
nothing, me-first, country-second
Washington crowd: change is
coming,” McCain said, adding he
was honored to accept the party’'s
nomination.

Democrats dismissed McCain
as no agent of change and tied him
to fellow Republican President
George W. Bush, who was rarely
mentioned during the party's
convention.

"After days of negative attacks --

and no mention of real proposalsto
fix our economy, get more people
health care, or make America safer
-- the party that brought you eight
years of disastrous policies is ask-
ing for four more," Obama's vice
presidential pick Joe Bidensaidina
statement.

In stark contrast to Obama's
spectacular convention finale in an
open-air football stadium in
Denver last week, McCain stood on
a simple stage stretching out into
seated Republican delegates.

McCain is attempting to co-opt
Obama’'s mantle of changein ayear
in which polls show Americans
overwhelmingly think their coun-
try is heading in the wrong direc-
tion.

“I'm not running for president
because I think I'm blessed with
such personal greatness that his-
tory has anointed me to save our
country in its hour of need,”
McCain said in a clear swipe
against Obama.

"My country saved me. My
country saved me, and I cannot
forget it. And I will fight for her for
as long as I draw breath, so help me
God.”

His speech was punctuated by
standing ovations but there was
none of the euphoria, which

Top Kashmiri
leaders under
house arrest

AFP, Srinagar

The three top separatist leaders in
Muslim-majority Indian Kashmir
were put under house arrest Friday
ahead of planned protests against
Indian-rule during weekly prayers,
police said. Ra

Mirwaiz Umar y Ali
Geelani and Yasin Malik wermed
in their homes with "strict instruc-
tions by police not to to move
out,” a police official told AFP on

greeted Palin, the new conservative
heroine, onWednesday.

As the traditional red, white and
blue balloons tumbled from the
rafters, McCain and Palin stood
togetherinacloud of confetti asthe
new face of the Republican Party.

McCain mentioned Bush only
once, and not by name, as he

thanked the unpopular president
for preventing another September

11-style attack.

_The primetime convention.
speech watched on television by
millions of Americans was briefly
interrupted by several anti-war

protestors who had sneaked into
the crowd and disrupted McCain's
primetime convention speech.

One held up a black sign reading
“You can’t win an occupation,” and
started chanting, but was quickly
drowned out by the crowd cheering
"USA, USA," and then hustled away
by security staff.

Outside the hall, hundreds of
anti-war protesters tried to march
to the convention but their path
was blocked by rows of police in
riot gear, who ordered them to
disperse.

Zardari

FROM PAGE 16

As co-chairman of the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP), Zardari
already heads a fragile coalition
government which, although still
in office, recently lost the backing
of two-time former premier Nawaz
Sharif's party.

A PPP aide told AFP that Zardari
would Friday meet parliamentari-
ans and his own party officials to
finalise strategy for election day.

“Inshallah (God willing) he will
win and secure 500 of the 700 votes
of the electoral college,” the aide
said, referring to the Senate,
National Assembly and four pro-
vincial assemblies that will choose
Pakistan's president.

Zardari is being challenged by
retired chief justice Saeed-uz-
Zaman Siddiqui, who is backed by
former premier Sharif, and
Mushahid Hussain, a close aide of
Musharraf.

Prices of veg

FROM PAGE 16
The price of cucumber also

reduced by Tk 5 per kg yesterday. It
was selling at Tk 20-35 per kg as
against Tk 25-40 two days ago.

Retailers and wholesalers said
adequate supply contributed to the
fall in prices of these items, as there
is no scope for hoarding these
items.

The prices of palm and super

Kashmirvalley to hold

peaceful.
raise slogans seeking freedom and the
rightto self-determination, " it said.

Economic Zone in Sylhet.

condition thathe notbe named.

Police and federal paramilitaries

were also deployed in thousands in

Kashmir's summer cap

ital Srinaﬁ?r
ahead of the first Friday prayers of the
Muslim fastingmonth of Ramadan.

Separatists had told residents of

Srinagar and the surrounding
Kashmir valley, which have wit-
nessed
gmtuts in recent months, to stage

an upsurge in anti-India

demonstrations on Friday.
‘We call upon the people of
sit-in
rotests outside the mosques after
iday congregational prayers,” said

a statement by a separatist commit-
tee.

"The protests should remain

ple have been asked to

Indian Kashmir has been

wracked by a Muslim insurgency
since 1989,

palm oil came down by 9-10 per
litre yesterday, now selling at Tk 81-
84 per litre while a litre of super
palm oil was selling at Tk 83-90 in
the retail markets yesterday.

The price of non-brand soya
bean oil also came down by Tk 3-4
per litre in the retail markets. It was
selling atTk 105-110 per litre.

Traders in Moulvibazar whole-
sale oil market said the prices of
palm and super palm oil came
down by Tk 20-24 per kg while the
price of soya bean oil decreased by
Tk 13-14 per kg in the wholesale
markets in the last one and half-
months.

The price of brand soya bean oil,
which came down by Tk 4-6 a kg
three weeks ago, remained stable in

the kitchen markets yesterday.
Distributors said the prices of
different brands will come down
soon,
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